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PREFACE 


THE  real  incentive  for  compiling  this  Zehner-Hoppes  family  history  is  in 
memory  of  my  father — William  Zehner,  son  Solomon,  son  David,  son 
Adam  Zehner,  1726, — and  his  love  and  respect,  his  interest  and  pride  in  his 
parents  and  their  ancestors,  and  his  interest  in  his  young  relatives. 

Father  being  a  “Home’'  Pioneer  himself  in  Indiana,  when  it  was  a  wilder¬ 
ness  appreciated  what  his  parents  and  ancestors  had  endured  and  accomplished 
through  hard  toil  before  his  day.  He  had  a  note  book  in  which  he  had  written 
the  names  of  both  of  his  parents'  ancestors  with  those  who  had  intermarried. 
One  can  scarcely  understand  the  feeling  of  a  foreigner  entering  a  strange  land, 
unless  he  himself  had  lived  that  experience. 

After  the  young  relatives  had  gone  from  home  to  establish  homes  of  their 
own,  and  to  schools  of  higher  education  then  written  for  ancestral  history,  we 
cousins  then  realized  what  poor  listeners  we  had  been,  and  how  little  we  really 
remembered  though  much  has  been  lost.  So  for  future  generations  we  record 
only  a  little  of  the  past  family  history.  His  mother's  ancestor,  John  Michael 
Hoppes,  migrated  to  the  United  States  in  1740.  He  had  a  wife,  four  sons,  and 
one  or  more  daughters.  Adam  Zehner,  born  in  1726,  migrated  to  the  United 
States  at  the  age  of  twenty  in  1746. 

The  definition  of  Zeh'ner  (Tsa'ner),  N.  (G.)  : 

A  former  Billion  coin  of  Austria  and  Germany  equivalent  to  1 0-Kreutzer.. 

Kreutzey — A  small  copper  coin  worth  about  a  half  cent,  or  one  farthing; 
formerly  used  in  Germany.  Also  an  Austrian  copper  coin  of  about  the  same 
value.  1 0-Kreutzer — worth  about  five  cents  in  U.  S.  money. 


Zehner=A  ten, — half  a  score;  a  ten-pfenig  piece;  or  member  of  a  council 
or  committee  of  ten;  or  a  soldier  of  the  Tenth  Regiment. 

I  found  nothing  about  the  Billion  Coin. 

The  original  in  the  United  States  of  North  America  of  our  family  name 
is  spelled  Z-E-H-N-E-R,  written  so  by  1st  Adam,  a  very  fine  penman.  The 
original  spelling  and  pronunciation  is  perfect  as  well  as  musical  to  the  ear.  To 
those  who  change  the  spelling  or  the  pronunciation,  as  some  have,  we  may  say 
as  Peter  was  told  in  Matt.  26:73,  “Surely  thou  also  art  one  of  them  for  thy 
speech  bewrayeth  thee.”  It  is  thought  that  all  the  Zchners  in  the  U.  S.  must 
be  connected  in  some  way  inasmuch  as  it  is  such  an  unusual  name.  The  ma¬ 
jority  spell  the  name  Z-e-h-n-e-r  and  whatever  way  they  spell  the  name  they 
all  seem  to  trace  their  U.  S.  ancestors  to  the  East  and  many  to  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania  and  to  Schuylkill  Co.  There  are  Zchncrs  in  nearly  every  state 
of  the  Union  with  a  large  settlement  in  Western  Canada  called  “Zehner  Dis¬ 
trict”  at  Edmonton,  Alberta.  My  sister,  Saloma  (Zehner)  Long  lives  near 
Calgary,  Alberta.  Her  grandchildren  live  in  British  Columbia.  And  Adam 
Zehner’s  great-grandson,  some  of  Abraham  Zehner's  (son  of  David)  family 
live  in  Alaska. 


Trusting  that  the  present  as  well  as  the  future  generations  accept  father's 
history  as  an  authentic  permanent  foundation  upon  which  to  perpetuate  the 
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record  of  our  family  in  the  several  branches.  All  of  the  first  ancestors  of  the 
two  families  lived  and  died  in  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa. 

The  service  of  our  ancestors  in  the  various  wars  of  the  U.  S.  are  recorded 
in  the  records  of  the  Harrisburg  and  Allentown  Historical  Libraries  and  Potts- 
ville,  Pa.,  court  house.  William’s  two  great-grandfathers  served  in  the  Con¬ 
tinental  Army  and  the  Revolutionary  War  seven  years. 

We  descendants  are  entitled  to  join  the  Daughters  of  American  Revolution 
with  double  honors.  His  two  grandfathers  served  in  the  militia  between  the 
Revolution  and  War  of  1812,  also  in  the  War  of  1812.  David  Zehner  was 
captain  in  the  War  of  1812  and  bore  a  distinguished  record. 

Michael  Hoppes  served  in  the  militia  between  the  Revolution  and  War  of 
1812,  also  in  the  War  of  1812.  We  descendants  are  entitled  to  join  the  Sons 
or  Daughters  of  “1812  Patriotic  Society”  with  double  honors.  Our  “Pioneer” 
ancestors  stand  with  the  best  families  who  established  their  homes  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  Let  us  hope  we  have  fallen  heir  to  all  their  best  qualities, 
and  that  they  may  ripen  upon  the  rich  soil  of  these  United  States. 

— Ellen  Priscilla  (Zehner)  Carpenter. 


Our  life  is  a  book — a  different  page  is  turned  each  day, 
The  mysteries  the  next  conceals  none  dare  say, 

The  binding  of  life’s  book  is  hope — with  faith  enwove. 
The  golden  rein  about  its  leaves  is  human  love. 

— Lee  C.  Henry. 


By  William  Cullen  Bryant 

Light  is  the  task  when  many  share  the  toil. 
Truth  crushed  to  the  earth  will  rise  again, 
The  eternal  years  of  God  are  hers; 

While  error,  wounded,  writhes  in  pain 
And  dies  among  her  worshippers. 

So  live  that  when  the  summons  comes 
To  join  the  innumerable  caravan  which 
Moves  to  that  mysterious  realm  where 
Each  shall  take  his  chamber  in 
The  silent  halls  of  death,  thou  go  not  like 
The  quarry-slave  at  night,  scourged 
To  his  dungeon,  but  sustained  and 
Soothed  by  an  unfaltering  trust; 

Approach  thy  grave  like  one  who 
Wraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch  about  him 
And  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams. 
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FOREWORD 


IT  was  a  bright  August  day,  the  third  Sunday  of  the  month,  in  the  year  1919, 
while  attending  the  Indiana  Zehner  family  reunion,  held  at  Centennial  Park, 
Plymouth,  Ind.,  Highways  No.  30-31,  one-half  mile  north  of  father’s  last 
roller  mill  operated  by  water  power.  The  compiler  of  this  volume  read  a  short 
sketch  taken  from  her  father’s  note  book  of  his  ancestors  with  that  of  our  grand¬ 
parents'  “Family  Tree”  with  its  twin  roots — the  Solomon  Zehner  root  and  the 
Saloma  (Habbas)  Hoppes  root  from  which  this  Zehner  immediate  family  took 
its  rise  and  settled  in  Marshall  County,  Indiana.  Also  present  were  some  who  are 
the  offspring  of  Solomon’s  brother  Benjamin,  and  wife  Hester  Hoppes  Zehner, 
sister  to  Saloma.  They  were  the  roots  of  Delaware  County  Zehners.  They 
related  some  experiences  of  their  grandparents.  The  two  branches  represent  the 
majority  of  the  Indiana  society.  Since  1918  we  meet  the  same  date  and  place 
each  year.  All  are  welcome. 

Those  present  seemed  greatly  pleased  that  my  father  should  have  shown 
sufficient  interest  to  seek  after  such  information  and  write  it  into  his  note  book. 
There  was  an  immediate  demand  for  a  complete  record  of  our  fore  fathers.  So 
this  volume  is  brought  out  to  meet  this  demand. 

To  accomplish  this  every  cousin  and  relative  was  urged  to  contribute  to 
the  work.  So  this  volume  at  the  loving  insistance  of  the  Indiana  branch  is  a 
privilege  entrusted  to  me  to  compile  because  of  the  personal  knowledge  my  father 
had  of  his  ancestors  and  his  sister  Elizabeth’s  reminiscence  from  my  close  asso¬ 
ciation  with  her.  God  gave  them  that  which  was  their  highest  joy,  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  share  the  most  toilsome  period  of  their  parents  heroic  pioneer  life.  I 
took  the  initiative,  as  I  have  an  eager  desire  to  preserve  and  share  these  experiences 
with  those  who  may  be  interested. 

The  dates  given  have  been  corrobcrated  and  augmented  by  other  Kith  and 
Kin,  especially  by  the  splendid  contributions  from  the  representatives  of  the  sev¬ 
eral  family  groups  of  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Wisconsin  and 
have  thus  become  the  basis  for  the  gencological  and  the  meager  biographical  facts 
herewith  presented.  Among  these  supplemental  data  there  are  also  certain  rec¬ 
ords  from  the  Pa.  Archives,  notes  from  church  records,  notes  from  history  books, 
and  a  German  book  called  “Skizzen  aus  dem  Lecha  Thai.’’ 

Correspondence  was  carried  on  with  Miss  Retta  Zehner,  secretary,  Homer- 
ville,  O.,  William  A.  Zehner,  White  Haven,  Pa.,  his  brother  John  A.  Zehner, 
Easton.  Pa.  was  an  assistant  historian.  Dr.  Samuel  T.  Zehner,  Pres.,  Adam  A. 
Zehner,  Sec’y.,  C.  W.  E.  Bower,  Berwick,  Pa.,  David  Zehner  with  Miss  Irene 
Evenson  and  W.  L.  Zehner  of  Wisconsin,  Mary  Zehner  of  Illinois,  Joseph  L. 
Zehner,  Oregon,  John  J.  Hoppes,  Springfield,  O.,  Rev.  Burd  Hoppes,  Mrs.  Min¬ 
nie  (Hoppes)  Shankweiler  of  Pennsylvania  and  John  Zehner  of  California ,  "I  he 
following  of  the  Indiana  branch  sent  history,  photographs,  and  views:  William 
A.  Creitz,  Mrs.  Cloe  (Zehner)  Nuckols,  Mr.  Stafford,  Lyman  Zehner,  Melvin 
Zehner,  Benjamin  Zehner,  and  Cyrus  Wm.  Zehner.  All  are  gratefully  ac¬ 
knowledged  together  with  suggestions  and  contributions  from  any  valued 
relatives. 
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The  following  abbreviations  will  be  found  throughout  the  work:  a-age, 
acre:  b-born;  Bap. -baptized;  Ch. -church;  Co. -company,  county;  d-died; 
m-married;  R.  Z.-Retta  Zehner;  C.  W.  E.  B.-C.  W.  E.  Bower;  S.  A.  D.  L.  T.- 
Skizzan  aus  dem  Lecha  Thai. 

In  the  geneological  tables  the  Roman  letters  indicate  the  generation.  The 
Arabic  numerals  indicate  the  child's  birth,  as: 

I.  Adam  Zehner,  the  first  ancestor  in  the  United  States. 

II.  3.  David,  second  generation,  the  third  child  of  Adam  Zehner. 

III.  9.  Solomon,  third  generation,  the  ninth  child  of  David,  etc. 

Throughout  the  volume  when  the  first  person  is  used,  as  “me,”  “my”  or 
“1“  it  means  the  compiler. 


THE  HABIT  OF  HAPPINESS 


We  live  in  the  past  and  in  the  future.  The  present  is  only  a  threshold  over 
which  we  cross  in  going  from  thei  past  into  the  future.  We  live,  therefore,  in 
our  memory  and  in  our  anticipation.  He  who  forms  the  habit  of  forgetting  the 
unpleasant  and  remembering  the  pleasant  lives  in  the  happy  past.  He  who  forms 
the  habit  of  anticipating  the  pleasant  and  striking  out  from  his  anticipation  the 
unpleasant,  lives  in  a  happy  future. —  (Lyman  Abbot). 

Hence  unto  this  pursuit; 

I  muse  inspire  our  pen  with  truth. 

That  in  their  lives  my  stimulus  be  found  for  rising  youth. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


Adam  Zehner— 1726 


THE  first  Zchner  of  our  line  in  the  U.  S.  was  Adam  Zehner.  We  know  noth¬ 
ing  about  his  parents — either  their  given  names  or  the  maiden  name  of  his 
mother.  According  to  the  traditions  of  the  William  Zehner  family,  he  was 
a  Swiss,  born  in  1726,  Swortzwolt  (Swartzwald) ,  Germany,  meaning  Black 
Forest, — the  most  picturesque  country  in  the  world  with  its  gorgeous  scenery 
and  marvelous  hill  country  covered  with  the  blackest  Pines.  He  received  an  ex¬ 
cellent  education  in  his  own  country  and  was  a  fine  penman,  as  specimens  on  his 
papers  in  the  Pennsylvania  family  show. 


In  the  year  of  1746,  at  the  age  of  20  years,  he  secretly  left  the  country  ap¬ 
parently  for  deer-poaching.  .  The  laws  were  very  strict.  In  Germany  hunting^ 
was  only  for  the  rich  and  high-born.  One  day  Adam  and  a  companion  dis¬ 
guised  themselves  and  went  on  a  lord's  estate  to  hunt,  and  shot  a  deer.  The 
cver-watchful  eye  of  the  forester  was  upon  them  and  he  called  to  them  to  stop, 
but  they  disregarded  the  command.  The  companion  was  shot.  Adam,  fearing 
detection  and  arrest,  secretly  left  the  country  with  a  friend  by  the  name  of  Har- 
tung  and  took  a  ship  bound  for  America. 


We  have  not  been  able  to  trace  with  absolute  certainty  from  what  part  of 
Germany  Adam  came.  Some  say  from  Prussia,  Saxony,  Strausbcrg,  Wertem- 
berg,  Alsace,  and  others  from  Swartzwald.  Later  in  this  history  a  reference  will 
be  found  to  the  fact  that  three  of  Adam’s  friends  from  Switzerland  joined  him 
in  Pennsylvania. 

In  Rupp's  “Thirty  Thousand  Names  of  Immigrants’’  we  read  that  Johannes 
Adam  Zehner  landed  in  America  Nov.  7,  1754.  He  arrived  on  the  ship  “John 
Elizabeth’’- — Flam  captain.  Last  from  Amsterdam,  last  from  Portsmouth,  in¬ 
habitants  from  Hanan  Wertemberg  and  the  Platinate,  1 1  Roman  Catholics, 
120  Protestants,  330  passengers. 

This  disagrees  by  eight  years  with  the  above  given  date  of  landing  of  our 
ancestor. 


Adam  had  no  money  to  pay  for  his  passage  to  America,  but  a  system  was 
prevalent  among  sea  captains  whereby  such  passengers  were  carried  to  America 
and  their  fare  paid  by  people  who  needed  labor.  To  recompense  these  people, 
the  passenger  had  to  agree  to  work  for  his  benefactor  for  a  stipulated  number  of 
years  and  were  bound  by  law  to  carry  out  their  contract,  even  to  the  extent  of 
not  being  allowed  to  leave  the  land  of  his  master  until  his  term  had  expired. 
Adam's  passage  was  paid  by  a  Mr.  Mertz,  (Martz,  German-spelled),  who  lived 
in  Berks  Co.,  Pa.  He  was  bound  out  to  Mr.  Mertz  for1  three  years  labor  to  re¬ 
pay  him.  He  afterwards  married  Mr.  Mertz's  daughter,  Mary  or  Maria.  Of 
the  time,  the  date  o r!  the  month  of  the  birth  of  this  honored  pair  we  have  no 
exact  knowledge.  Neither  is  our  knowledge  extensive  as  to  the  general  character 
of  the  home  life.  Adam's  occupation  was  that  of  a  farmer,  whose  trade  was 
that  of  a  cooper,  and  later  a  miller  in  1763. 
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THE  FIRST  ZEHNER-HOPPES  FAMILY  HISTORY 


Adam  and  Mary  were  the  parents  of  15  children.  Adam  was  about  34 
years  old  when  his  first  son  was  born.  The  children: 

II.  1.  Peter,  b.  1760,  d.  Aug.  27,  1831.  A.  71  y.,  4  m.,  3  d.  M.  Botz. 

2.  John  Zehncr,  b.  June  13,  1761,  d.  Nov.  13,  1839.  A.  78  y.  5  m. 
M.  Barbara  Zimmerman. 

3.  David  Zehner,  b.  Dec.  30,  1763,  d.  Apr.  2,  1839.  A.  75  y.  3  m.  3  d. 
M.  Elizabeth  Henrich. 

4.  George  Zehner,  b.  Mar.  1  1,  1765,  d.  May  9,  1848.  A.  83  y.,  1  m., 
28  d.  M.  Catherine  Zimmerman. 

5.  Henry  Zehner,  d.,  aged  26. 

6.  Philip  Zehner,  d.  aged  64  y.,  Lehigh  Co.,  Pa. 

7.  Adam  Zehner,  born  about  1771. 

8.  Abraham  Zehner,  d.  1833,  aged  54  y.  M.  Sophia _ 

9.  Daniel  Zehner,  d.  Jan.  24,  1856.  aged  74  y.  M.  Hannah  Adams. 

10.  Catharine  Zehner,  d.  aged  60  y. 

11.  Magdalena  Zehner,  d.  aged  83  y.  M.  Hauser. 

12.  Mary  Zehner,  d.  aged  73  y.  M.  Hauser. 

13.  Susannah  Zehner,  b.  Aug.  15,  1779,  d.  Oct.  25,  1848.  A.  69  y.  2  m. 
10  d.  M.  Henry  Witherstein. 

14.  Esther  Zehner.  Date  of  death  not  known. 

15.  Elizabeth  (Betsey),  d.  aged  60  y.  M.  Dretsbach. 

“And  the  Spirit  of  God  moved  upon  the  face  of  the  water,"  Gen.  I. 

As  God  the  Spirit  on  the  waters  moved,  begetting  life. 

So  God  ordained  the  Human  Race  should  come  by  man  and  wife. 

'Tis  thus,  that  we  might  duly  recognize, 

The  part  the  children  played,  obedient  to  the  will  of  Paradise. 

In  filial  pride,  the  path  they  trod  in  cordance  with  His  plan 

In  brief  review  we  take,  beginning  where  your  life  and  mine  began." 

Adam  bought  his  homestead  in  Northampton  Co.  in  1767.  His  father- 
in-law  moved  them  tncre  where  they  lived,  under  a  large  oak  tree,  until  a  cabin 
was  built.  They  experienced  trials  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life.  Peter,  the 
eldest,  was  then  seven  years  of  age.  John,  David,  George  and  Henry  were  born 
in  Berks  Co.  The  younger  children  probably  were  born  in  the. log  cabin  at 
Northampton,  now  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa. 

Every  morning  Adam  repeated  Psalm  91;  then  prayed.  Before  he  started 
to  work  he  would  shoulder  his  rifle  then  reconnoiter  around  his  buildings.  His 
cooper  shop  was  built  onto  his  cabin.  Thus  he  was  home  most  of  the  time,  and 
the  settlement  looked  to  him  to  protect  the  women  and  children  during  the  time 
the  men  were  clearing  land  or  away  hunting. 

J.  B.  Zehner,  a  former  historian,  tells  a  story  related  to  him  by  William 
Daubenspcck  who  had  lived  in  Schuylkill  Co.  One  day  Adam's  shop  caught 
fire  while  his  wife  was  cooking  bean  soup  for  dinner.  Rushing  into  the  house 
Adam’s  eye  caught  sight  of  the  soup  pot.  Acting  upon  the  impulse  of  the 
moment,  he  grabbed  the  pot  and  rushed  for  his  blazing  shop.  “Oh!  Ahdam. 
Ahdam  mein  soup,  mein  soup"  the  good  woman  cried,  without  avail — Adam 
quenched  the  fire  with  the  bean  soup. 

Adam  and  his  family  traveled  fifteen  miles  over  the  mountains  to  church 
every  Sunday,  through  all  kinds  of  weather.  One  time  the  Indians  stole  his 
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horses  and  he  was  gone  four  days  before  he  returned  with  them.  In  all  the 
skirmishes  Adam  encountered  with  the  Indians  the  nearest  an  Indian  bullet  ever 
reached  him  pierced  the  cloth  of  his  coat  sleeve.  At  another  time  another  one 
the  rim  of  his  hat. 

Adam  spent  a  great  deal  of  his  time  hunting  and  fishing.  There  were  bears, 
wolves,  panthers  and  deer.  Fish  were  abundant  in  the  streams.  The  mill  dam 
extended  all  the  way  up  to  the  Hell  Barig,  (a  mountain)  and  at  the  head  of  the 
dam  was  an  acre  or  two  of  nice  high  pine  trees.  There  the  Indians  had  their 
headquarters  and  burial  grounds.  There  they  traded  with  other  Indians  and 
some  white  settlers  from  Philadelphia.  Adam  Zehner  traded  and  met  with 
them. 

Adam  Zehner  of  Schuylkill  Co.  served  seven  years  in  the  Revolutionary  war 
and  Front  Rangers.  In  one  battle  of  the  Revolution  one  of  his  sons  went  in  his 
place  (likely  John)  as  he  was  in  the  battle  of  Brandywine.  In  1793  Adam  be¬ 
came  blind,  and  in  that  year  he  gave  most  of  his  land  to  John.  In  the  Pa. 
Archives  Scries  3,  Vol.  26  we  find  John  Zehner  as  a  warantee  of  land  in  North¬ 
ampton  Co.,  250  acres.  Date  of  survey  June  6,  1793.  Another  part  of  his 
land  he  gave  to  his  eldest  son  Peter.  Adam  received  150  acres  of  land  from  the 
government  for  Revolutionary  service.  He  owned  1500  acres  of  land  which  is 
still  in  the  family  name.  The  deeds  were  all  made  by  the  government.  He  also 
had  a  saw  and  flour  mill.  His  son,  David  took  over  the  milling  business  at  his 
death.  Adam  was  blind  16  years. 

The  following  inscription  appears  on  the  tombstone  of  Adam  Zehner  in 
Zion  cemetery.  West  Penn  Twp.,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.  in  German: 

“Adam  Zehner,  born  1726,  died  1809,  age  83. 

Mary,  wife,  born  Mertz,  died  age  77  yrs.“ 

The  stone  was  placed  by  their  great  grandson  David,  son  of  John,  D.,  son 
David,  son  of  Adam.  We  in  Indiana  had  no  access  to  Pennsylvania  Archives 
earlier  than  the  3rd  Series  nor  later  than  the  index  vol.  of  the  7th  Ser. 

In  the  Washington,  D.  C.  war  department  the  name  is  spelled  Zehner,  Zel- 
ner,  Zilmer.  In  the  Harrisburg,  Pa.  Archives  Div.  it  is  Zehner,  Zaner,  Zen- 
ner,  Zahner,  Raner.  In  the  tax  list  of  Northampton  Co.,  Pa.  it  is  Zanor  and 
Zener.  The  Revolution  and  War  of  1812,  section  bureau  records  a  Michael 
Zehner  pensioned  as  Michael  Zanc,  whose  name  also  appears  as  Zaner,  Seyner. 
Saner,  Sanor,  Zenor  and  Zeiner.  It  seems  they  tried  to  spell  the  name  by  the 
sound  of  pronunciation,  or  attempted  to  translate  the  Swiss  German  to  English. 
We  of  Adam  Zehner  1726,  who  came  to  America  in  1846,  have  our  name  right 
from  records  as  he  wrote  and  spelled  it  himself  when  he  came  to  the  U.  S.  before 
the  war  records. 

We  had  the  following  correspondence: 

The  War  Department.  The  Adjutant^  General's  Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Date  Aug.  1,  1935.  “There  are  no  records  on  file  in  this  office  of  the  6th  Bat¬ 
talion.  Northumberland  Co.,  Pa.  Militia  Revolutionary  War  and  no  one  of  the 
name  Adam,  Peter,  John  or  David  Zehner  has  been  found  on  the  records  on  file 
of  soldiers  in  service  from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  nor  has  the  name  Johan 
Michael  Habbns  or  John  Michael  Hoppes  been  found  on  the  records  on  file  of 
soldiers  in  service  during  the  period  of  that  war.  “The  records  show  that  one 
John  Zehner  (surname  also  found  as  Zeiner  and  Zilmer)  served  as  a  private  in 
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the  Ind.  U.  S.  Infantry  under  Captain  Richard  Sparks.  He  enlisted  Feb.  1, 
1799,  at  Greenville,  state  not  shown;  was  transferred  to  Captain  Greggs  Com¬ 
pany  at  New  Orleans  on  Apr.  24,  1804,  and  was  ordered  on  command  from 
Capt.  Bowman’s  Co.,  Feb.  28,  1806  with  Wollstonecraft.  No  later  record  of 
him  has  been  found.  His  birth  place  is  shown  as  Anspach  or  Auspach,  Ger¬ 
many,  age  44  years,  occupation  a  farmer.  Nothing  has  been  found  of  record 
as  to  the  battles  in  which  he  participated.  No  record  of  Adam,  David  and  Peter 
Zehner  has  been  found  during  the  period  of  the  war  of  1812  and  no  record  has 
been  found  of  Michael  Flabbas  or  Hoppes  during  the  period  of  that  war. 

“The  collection  of  Revolutionary  war  records  on  file  in  this  Department  is 
far  from  complete  and  it  is  suggested  as  a  possibility  that  the  desired  information 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Librarian,  Pennsylvania  State  Library,  Harrisburg,  or 
from  the  veterans  Administration,  Washington,  D.  C. — E.  (J.)  Conley,  Brig¬ 
adier  Gen.  Acting  the  Adjutant  Gen.  By  (  W.).” 

Commonwealth  of  Pa.,  Dept,  of  Military  Affairs,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  July 

30,  1935: 

“Yours  requesting  certain  records  of  the  Revolutionary  war  and  the  War  of 
1812,  would  advise  you  that  available  State  records  of  all  wars  prior  to  the  civil 
war  are  filed  in  the  state  library  under  the  custody  of  Miss  Gertrude  MacKinney, 
state  librarian,  and  we  have  referred  your  letter  to  her  for  search  and  reply.  For 
the  Adjutant  General,  Frederick  B.  Kerr.  (By  G.  W.  A.).’’ 

Commonwealth  of  Pa.,  Dept,  of  Public  Instruction,  State  Library,  July 

31,  1935: 

“Your  letter  addressed  to  the  War  Department  has  been  referred  to  the  State 
library,  as  all  the  military  records  previous  to  the  civil  war  have  been  sent  to  the 
state  library.  The  records  consist  chiefly  of  muster  rolls  and  battles  in  which 
men  participated  must  usually  be  secured  from  a  pension  record,  as  a  complete 
history  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  the  War  of  1812  has  never  been  com¬ 
piled  and  probably  could  not  be  at  the  present  time.  Gertrude  MacKinney, 
Director  of  State  Library. — By  Jessica  C.  Ferguson,  Gencologist.” 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

Dept,  of  Public  Instruction 
State  Library  and  Museum,  Harrisburg. 

Records  Furnished  by  the  Archives  Division,  May  7,  1936. 

“We  are  enclosing  certain  references  to  Adam  Zehner  (with  various  spell¬ 
ings)  ;  and  David,  Peter  and  John  Zehner;  and  Michael  Happes  (with  various 
spellings).  We  have  located  certain  military  records  showing  their  service  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  but  have  no  way  of  determining  their  births  and  deaths, 
as  vital  statistical  records  of  the  state  were  not  officially  kept  until  recent  times. 

“This  is  a  subject  for  determination  by  genealogists,  through  the  use  of 
court  records,  church  records,  family  records,  etc.  The  genealogical  division  of 
the  state  library  will  be  glad  to  refer  you  to  successful  genealogists. 

Joseph  L.  Rafter,  Director  State  Library  and  Museum.” 

“Name:  Zehner,  Zaner,  Zenner,  Zahner,  Adam,  Adam  Raner,— - - 

County. 
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“Record:  Revolutionary  War: 

“1.  Zehner,  Adam  Raner — Listed  as  a  private  in  a  muster  roll  of  the  3rd 
Co.  7th  Battalion,  York  Co.  Militia  for  the  year  1785,  under  Capt.  Conrad 
Sherertz. 

“2.  Zehner,  Adam — Listed  as  private  in  the  Continental  line  receiving 
depreciation  pay,  Northampton  Co.  militia. 

“3.  Zehner,  Adam — Listed  as  a  private  in  a  muster  roll  of  Capt.  Wm. 
Meyer's  Co.,  in  the  2nd  Co.  of  the  6th  battalion  continued  the  same  as  reference 
5,  Zehner,  Peter.  . 

“4.  Zaner,  Adam — Listed  as  2nd  class  private  in  2nd  Co.  under  Wm. 
Moyer  (Meyer)  in  a  general  class  roll  of  the  6th  Battalion  of  Northampton  Co. 
militia,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Giger,  Oct.  26,  1780. 

“5.  Zahner,  Adam — Listed  (same  as  above)  except  date  is  July  1,  1782. 
References : 


1.  Pennsylvania  Archives  Series  6,  Volume  3,  Page  1446 

2.  Pennsylvania  Archives  Series  5,  Volume  4,  Page  357 

3.  Pennsylvania  Archives  Series  5,  Volume  8,  Page  490 

4.  Pennsylvania  Archives  Series  5,  Volume  8,  Page  445 

5.  Pennsylvania  Archives  Series  5,  Volume  8,  Page  505 

6.  Pennsylvania  Archives  Series  5,  Volume  8,  Page  229 

“Name:  Zehner  (Zanor),  David,  Peter  (Petor)  John, - County: 

Record:  Revolutionary  war. 


“1.  Zehner,  David — Listed  as  a  1st  class  private  in  the  class  role  of  Capt. 
Christian  Bowman’s  Compina  made  the  30th  day  of  April,  1785,  in  the  county 
of  Northampton  Been  (Penn.)  Twp. 

“2.  Zanor,  Petor — Listed  as  a  sargin  (sergeant)  in  the  class  role,  Etc. 
(Same  as  above) . 


“3.  Zanor,  John — Listed  as  a  corpil  (corporal)  in  the  class  role,  Etc. 
(Same  as  above) . 

“4.  Zehner,  Peter — Listed  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  6th  Co.,  2nd  battalion, 
Northampton  Co.  militia  under  Capt.  Michael  Ohl,  sometime  between  1783 
and  1790. 


“5.  Zehner,  Peter — Listed  as  a  substitute  for  a  Philip  Moser,  private  in  a 
muster  roll  of  Capt.  William  Meyer’s  company  the  2nd  company  of  the  6th 
battalion  of  Northampton  County  Militia  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Nickolas  Karn  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
said  county  for  2  months  service.  Said  class  called  to  turn  out  and  meet  together 
at  John  Martin  Hcrtcr  on  April  18,  1782.  This  muster  roll  date,  May  27, 
1782,  Penn  Twp.  Mustered  then  Catpn  Wm.  Meyer  Co.  as  specified  in  the 

above  roll.  Signed — Private  John  Chambers, 

Muster  Master. 


NOTE:  On  the  certificate — Peter  age  21  years. 

Re  ferences: 

1.  Pennsylvania  Archives,  Series  6,  Volume  3,  Page  890 

2.  Pennsylvania  Archives,  Series  6,  Volume  3,  Page  890 
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3.  Pennsylvania  Archives,  Series  6,  Volume  3,  Page  890 

4.  Pennsylvania  Archives,  Series  6,  Volume  3,  Page  865 

5.  Pennsylvania  Archives,  Series  5,  Volume  8,  Page  490 

Volume  19,  Page  260.  In  the  Continental  Line  Northampton  Co.  Militia 
(book  dating  from  1777  to  1783)  under  “Depreciation  Pay,”  Adam  Zehner  is 
listed  as  a  private.  In  Ser.  5,  Vol.  4,  P,  491,  Adam  Zehner’s  name  appears  on 
the  roll  of  Capt.  Meyers  Co.  in  the  second  class  of  the  6th  battalion,  Northamp¬ 
ton  Co.  called  to  assemble  Apr.  18,  1  782,  for  duty  on  the  Rangers  frontier. 
He  served  6  1  days  at  the  end  of  which  time  all  those  called  seem  to  have  been 
discharged.  His  son,  Peter,  served  the  same  number  of  days  at  the  same  time. 
Both  were  discharged  on  May  27,  1782.  Peter  was  listed  as  a  Lieutenant  1  783- 
1790. 

In  Ser.  6,  Vol.  3,  p.  1446,  the  name  of  Adam  Raner  Zehner  appears  on  the 
muster  roll  of  the  3rd  Co.,  7th  battalion  of  the  York  Co.,  militia  for  the  year 
1785.  He  is  listed  as  a  private.  In  Ser.  5,  Vol.  7,  p.  833  in  Lancaster  Co.  Pa., 
Jacob  Zehner  and  Gotliel  Zehner  appear. 

In  the  3rd  Ser.,  Adam  Zehner  is  listed  as  having  no  land,  but  having  one 
horse,  tax  2  (probably  shillings)  ;  county  Berks.  In  Provincial  papers  contain¬ 
ing  the  federal  tax  list  for  Northumberland  and  Northampton  Co.'s  for  the 
years  1772  to  1787.  Adam,  Peter,  John,  David  and  George  Zehner  arc  listed 
as  residing  in  Northampton  Co.  Adam  in  1788  had  200  a.  of  land,  3  horses, 
4  cattle;  tax  15.5.  In  the  federal  tax  list  of  1786  and  1788  in  Northampton 
Co.  we  find  the  names  of  Adam  Zener,  Peter  Zener,  and  John  Zener. 

Allentown  Pa.  Library,  520  N.  6th  St.,  Aug.  18,  1934. 

“Your  letter  was  referred  to  me  as  historian  and  geneologist.  The  book 
‘Skizzen  aus  dem  Lecha  Thai’  printed  in  1886  is  the  book  I  think  you  have. 
It  has  never  been  translated.  The  book  is  now  scarce  and  copies  are  hard  to 
secure. 

“I  have  a  record  of  Adam  Zehner  having  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  but  David  was  evidently  too  young.  He  served  in  the  militia,  however,  be¬ 
tween  the  Revolution  and  War  of  1812  which  would  entitle  a  descendant  to 
join  the  Sons  or  Daughters  of  1812  Patriotic  Society. 

“I  have  also  a  record  of  Michael  Hoppes  having  served  in  the  Revolution 
and  of  his  son  Michael  in  the  Militia  between  the  Revolution  and  the  War  of 
1812. 

“If  you  desire  to  join  the  D.  A.  R.  I  can  give  you  the  date  showing  where 
he  lived  and  was  taxed  which  is  required.  I  can  give  you  this  information  for 
five  dollars.  Awaiting  your  reply,  I  am, 

“Very  truly  yours, 

“Chas.  R.  Roberts, 

“Secretary  Branch  75-U.  N.  A.  P.  O.  C. 

Note: — Through  the  pages  you  will  find  pie  data  required.  Registrar  General,  Memorial 
Continental  Hall,  Washington,  D.  C.  In  their  catalogue  they  have  under  Zehner  a  cross  refer¬ 
ence  which  says  “sec  Sanor"  and  there  arc  records  of  two  soldiers,  Adam  and  Michael. 

When  Adam  Zehner  was  in  Berks  Co.,  he  was  in  OLey  Valley;  Jacksonville, 
in  Lehigh  Co.;  cross  the  Blue  Mts.  to  Northampton  Co.,  now  Schuylkill  Co. 

The  book  “Skizzen  aus  dem  Lecha  Thai”  has  sketches  of  the  valley  of  the 
Lecha  (Blue  mountains) .  It  describes  the  beauty  of  the  country  in  which  Adam 
Zehner  settled  as  the  most  beautiful  in  the  world.  It  contains  the  names  given 
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to  mountains,  rivers  and  trading  places  by  the  Indians  before  Wm.  Penn’s  time, 
and  names  of  early  settlers  among  whom  are  listed  Adam  Zehner  and  a  Mr.  Bal- 
lict.  Father  Zehner  appears  p.  70.  Edmond  Kohler  from  Switzerland,  settled 
at  the  Lecha  (Lehigh)  valley  in  Egypton  Co.,  7  miles  above  Allentown  and 
1  14  miles  west  of  the  river  in  1728-30.  At  the  same  time  a  reformed  minister. 
Rev.  Widderstein,  also  a  Swiss,  settled  at  Alle-Maungel,  so  called  because  natur¬ 
ally  every  thing  went  wanting  there.  It  was  near  the  summit  of  the  mountain 
where  he  soon  built  a  cabin  on  his  homestead  for  his  wife  and  child.  Widder- 
stein  successors  were  Hill  Bibelreimer  and  Breinert.  Soon  after  Widderstein  was 
settled  in  the  Blue  Mts.,  another  Swiss  father,  Adam  Zehner  arrived  and  settled 
still  further  in  the  wilderness  at  the  little  Schuylkill.  The  living  was  made  by 
hunting.  It  was  a  poor  existence  but  they  were  contented;  felt  they  were  rich. 
They  always  had  a  time  to  get  over  the  poor  roads  in  climbing  over  the  moun¬ 
tain.  As  soon  as  the  land  could  be  cultivated  they  built  a  road.  At  some  places 
they  pounded  blocks  in  the  ground;  then  laid  wood  over  the  blocks  (corduroy). 
This  made  the  farms  more  valuable  also.  A  new  block  house  was  built  on  the 
road  for  Indian  protection;  also  as  an  inn.  David  Vollusiler  bought  this  farm  and 
built  a  large  house  “Blue  Mountain  House”  for  summer  guests.  Then  people 
began  to  settle  in  groups  and  the  town,  Tamaqua,  started  to  build  and  in  1829 
was  the  first  town  to  be  laid  out  in  the  country  from  parts  of  West  Penn,  and 
Schuylkill  Twp. 

Note: — Tamaqua’s  population  in  1936  was  15,000,  to  the  south  east  16  miles  is  the  Co. 
seat  of  Pottsville.  Allentown  is  42  miles  from  Pottsville. 

The  book  relates  that  there  are  many  stories  still  being  told  about  Adam 
Zehner  which  tend  to  draw  a  sort  of  magical  cloud  about  his  life.  These  stories 
portray  Zehner  as  cunning  and  “weatherproof,”  but  true  and  honest'.  All  the 
fighting  with  the  Indians  did  not  hurt  him.  He  killed  many  Indians  and  al¬ 
ways  escaped  injury  himself,  making  the  Indians  as  well  as  the  white  neighbors 
believe  that  he  was  bullet  proof.  He  seemed  never  to  miss  his  target  with  his 
silver  bullets  from  quite  a  distance  while  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  hit  him 
with  a  musket  ball. 

Three  friends  of  Adam,  poachers,  fled  from  Switzerland,  looked  him  up  and 
came  to  the  district.  Their  names  were  Kleefelder,  Adzony  and  Buschnickel 
(the  last  a  nickname).  These  three*  men  helped  to  work  the  Zehner  farm  and 
to  supply  provisions  for  the  table.  Also  they  went  hunting  the  Indians  after 
the  Indians  had  shot  at  them  a  few  times.  It  is  told  they  killed  a  large  number 
of  them.  In  1  766  there  was  no  law  there;  were  no  legal  restrictions  against  the 
practice.  The  only  representative  of  the  law  in  the  vicinity  were  justices  of  the 
peace  located  at  the  county  scats,  Easton  and  Reading,  farther  in  the  wilderness. 
All  disputes  with  the  Indians  were  necessarily  settled  by  club  law;  or  law  by 
might.  When  settlers  became  more  numerous  they  displaced  this  method  by  the 
gentler  method  of  civilization. 

The  government,  desirous  of  impressing  the  responsibility  of  citizenship  up¬ 
on  the  immigrants,  tried  to  enlist  them  for  army  service  .and  to  get  them  to  take 
the  oath  of  citizenship.  Zehner  and  his  friends  thought  there  was  plenty  of 
time  for  this  and  did  not  go  to  swear.  Finally  a  squad  was  sent  after  them. 
Zehner  replied  “werd  schun  kumme”  (we  will  come).  The  messengers  recog¬ 
nizing  Zchner’s  robustness  and  giant  form,  and  his  short  response,  discreetly 
thought  no  more  about  taking  him  along  with  them  when  they  returned.  Zch- 
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ner’s  word  was  enough,  and  it  was  kept.  Another  account  of  what  most  likely 
was  the  same  incident  is  that  these  messengers  had  come  to  commission  him  for 
the  army  but  backed  up  by  two  of  his  hired  men  he  related  to  these  recruiting 
officers  the  story  of  how  he  assisted  in  establishing  the  colonics  and  safe-guarding 
the  settlers  from  Indian  and  Tory  aggession.  They  returned  with  the  recom¬ 
mendation  “Let  Zehner  alone.  He  is  accomplishing  more  than  an  entire  regi¬ 
ment.” 

• 

The  most  of  the  settlers  at  the  Blue  Mountains  were  Pfaelzcr  or  Palatinate 
and  Swiss.  Many  were  reformed  Catholics,  and  members  of  the  Reformed 
church  and  don't  you  think  they  did  not  care  for  the  church  in  the  wilderness 
or  you  deceive  yourself  very  much.  Those  ancesters  though  weatherproof  and 
outwardly  rough  were  true  at  heart  and  honest,  and  they  were  pious  and  up¬ 
right.  In  our  careless  days  we  could  find  in  these  old  settlers  many  a  good  ex¬ 
ample  for  many  people  today. 

The  first  settlement  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Blue  Mountains  was  Alle-Maun- 
gel,  the  environment  of  Wasner,  but  the  first  community  was  Ebenezer  near 
New  Tripoli.  Here  the  congregation  of  the  church  took  first  place.  There  were 
no  ordained  ministers  to  be  secured,  but  the  school  teacher  served  as  lecturer. 
There  were  four  churches,  Ebenezer,  Jacksonville,  Alle-Maungel  and  the  Eck- 
er  churches.  Widderstein  and  Zehner  with  their  families  belonged  to  the  Jack¬ 
sonville  church.  Of  course,  the  rough  living  of  our  ancestors  made  them  appear 
degenerate,  though  fundamentally  they  were  thoroughly  sound  and  healthy. 
Right  after  the  Revolutionary  war  all  the  churches  were  at  a  low  ebb.  It  was 
like  starting  all  over  again. 

A  Characteristic  Trait 

“One  Sunday  morning  a  young  man  went  to  church  at  Jacksonville.  He  took  his  place 
smoking  comfortable  with  his  earthen  pipe.  Soon  a  neighbor  with  a  Pineapple  (the  needled 
fruit  of  a  pine  tree)  came  in  and  enjoyed  himself  with  the  agreeable  vapor  of  live  Pineapple.  Af¬ 
ter  a  while  he  played  the  trick  by  holding  this  pine  fruit  under  his  neighbor’s  nose,  say¬ 
ing  “Ricch  emol'’  (smell  once).  Fullfilling  his  will  he  pulled  the  pineapple  be¬ 
low  his  nose,  which  caused  bleeding.  To  repay  this  trick  he  gave  him  a  heavy  box  on  the  ear, 
which  sound  made  a  strong  echo  in  the  church,  resaying  “Ricch  emol,  Du  Bengel’’  (meaning, 
cuss  rude,  course  fellow,  clownish).  The  tricker  was  satisfied,  it  was  the  neighbor’s  right  *  *  *. 

“In  those  days  of  1  774  there  was  a  church  paper  called  the  “Friedenbote.”  It  relates  the 
following  incidents,  the  Revolutionary  war,  which  shows  the  condition  during  those  sad  times 
in  the  regions  of  war.  During  this  bloody  war  the  Torries  and  Indians  of  Lehigh  (then  a  part 
of  North  Hampton)  and  Berks  counties  banded  together  and  offered  a  reward  of  forty  dollars, 
($40)  for  the  scalp  of  a  white  man.  One  Klienfelder,  who  lived  near  the  Blue  Ridge  in  west 
Penn.,  Schuylkill  Co.,  had  served  out  his  time  in  the  Patriotic  Army  and  had  returned  home  but 
he  kept  a  close  watch  on  the  enemy.  One  night  about  twelve  o’clock  he  left  the  home  of  Adam 
Zehner.  his  neighbor,  and  began  a  journey  with  his  flint  lock  in  hand.  He  crossed  over  the  Blue 
Mountains  and  hid  himself  near  an  Indian  Wigwam.  When  morning  came  and  the  sun  began 
to  flood  the  forest  with  light  Kleinfelder  was  prepared  to  deal  with  the  Tory  Indians  as  they 
came  out  of  their  wigwams  and  it  was  not  long  until  the  Indians  put  in  their  appearance.  Just 
as  each  one  let  himself  be  seen.  Kleinfelder  dealt  a  shot.  Kleinfelder  forced  his  way  into  the 
wigwams  and  discovered  that  only  two  squaws  were  left.  Single-handed  he  had  slain  nineteen 
Indians. 

s 

Kleinfelder  returned  unwounded  to  Zehner’s  home  and  brought  with  him  as  witness  a 
brass  musket  which  the  Torries  had  given  to  the  Indians  to  use  against  the  friends  of  American 
freedom. 

From  Skizzen  aus  dem  Lecha  Thai. 

Zehner  history,  taken  from  a  booklet  on  West  Penn.  Twp.  reprinted  from 
Joseph  H.  Zcrby’s  History  of  Pottsville,  and  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.  1934:  J.  H. 
Zerby,  Newspapers  Print  Pottsville,  Pa. 
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“Adam  Zchner  born  in  Germany  1726,  came  to  America  in  1746  at  the  age 
of  20.  He  worked  his  way  through  the  wilderness  from  the  vicinity  of  the  New 
England  states  until  reaching  the  Blue  Mts.,  Linville,  Lehigh  Co.  At  this  place, 
he  with  two  other  men  (servants)  cleared  some  land  and  built  his  first  log  cabin 
and  later  procured  deeds  for  various  tracts  of  land.  Moving  still  further  on,  he 
came  to  Schuylkill  Co.  west  Penn.  Twp.  where  he  cleared  more  land  in  the  low¬ 
er  part  of  what  is  now  called  ‘Mush  Valley.’  Still  moving  on  until  he  reached 
the  Little  Schuylkill  river,  four  miles  south  of  Tamaqua  which  is  today  called 
Zehner’s  on  the  P.  and  R.  railroad,  he  erected  the  first  saw  and  grist  mill  in  1763. 
This  was  his  first  business  venture  and  from  a  humble  beginning,  he  was  con¬ 
sidered  later  on  as  one?  of  the  most  intelligent  and  daring  citizens  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  He  and  his  men  had  numerous  encounters  with  the  Indians,  who 
feared  him  so  much  that  he  (Zehner)  was  bullet  proof. 

“Adam  Zehner  and  his  wife,  a  Martz,  had  15  children.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  83  while  his  wife,  died  at  the  age  of  77.  His  third  son  David  then  took  up 
his  father’s  business.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Heinrich.  They  had  14  children. 
His  successor  was  (his  son)  John  D.  Zehner.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Smith, 
daughter  of  a  colonel  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was  again  succeeded  by 
(his  son)  David  (1830-1897);  wife  Esther  Klistler  (1835-1902).  They  had 
11  children.  David  Zehner  was  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank,  Tama¬ 
qua,  and  president  of  the  Farmers’  Fire  Insurance  Company.  (C.  W.  E.  B.’’) 

There  was  a  marriage  license  law  in  Pennsylvania  prior  to  1790  but  was 
not  enforced.  Ministers  and  justices  of  the  peace  married  persons  without  a  mar¬ 
riage  license. 

Adam  Zehner’s  wife’s  maiden  name  was  Metz  in  English.  We  do  not  know 
her  father’s  given  name.  In  Pa.  Archives  Ser.  3,  Vol.  29,  are  listed  the  names  of 
considerable  number  of  people  named  Metz  as  soldiers,  and  the  tax  list  shows 
they  were  people  of  financial  status.  They  were  influential  and  respected  in 
the  community.  On  the  east  Pa.  railroad  the  town  of  Mertzville  received  its  name 
for  the  oldest  settler,  Martin  Mertz.  At  First  church  in  Longswamp  1748, 
the  members  selected  David-Peter  and  Nicholas  Mertz  as  officers.  There  were 
numerous  Mertzes  on  church  records.  In  the  heart  of  the  valley  was  situated 
a  mansion  home  on  the  homestead  of  Gen.  Henry  Mertz,  a  man  of  command¬ 
ing  influence  who  had  served  his  fellow  citizens  in  the  State  Government  and 
as  a  Brigadier  Gen.  of  State  Militia.  Besides  his  plantation  Gen.  Mertz  had  a 
woolen  mill  the  power  of  which  was  derived  from  Cedar  Creek  Lehigh  Co.  and 
operated  by  his  son  David,  1835.  Gen.  Mertz  and  son  David  built  a  large 
substantial  Evangelical  church  of  stone  at  their  own  expense.  Gen.  Henry 
Mertz  and  his  wife  died  twelve  hours  apart  and  David  became  an  Evangelical 
minister. 

NOTE — One  of  Adam’s  son  attended  an  auction  where  a  grist  mill  was  to  be  sold.  He 
had  a  twine  tied  around  his  coat  at  the  waist  and  stood  around  and  stared  at  the  mill  so  long 
that  people  thought  he  was  feeble  minded.  When  the  sale  opened  he  bid  on  it.  The  auction¬ 
eer  thought  he  would  have  a  little  fun  so  he  accepted  his  bid.  Then  they  found  that  he  was 
as  smart  as  they  for  he  unbuckled  his  belt  from  around  his  waist  and  produced  the  money. 
The  auctioneer  refused,  but  Adam's  son  forced  him  to  his  terms,  as  it  was  a  public  sale  and 
he  had  legally  made  a  bid  and  been  accepted.  (By  Jacob,  son  John,  son  Adam  Zehner  R.  Z.) 

Adam’s  married  children: 

1.  Peter  m.  Botz,  9  ch.,  went  to  Petersburg,  O.  Both  buried  in  Zehner 
cem.,  Miflin,  O. 


T  wenty-three 


THE  FIRST  ZEHNER-HOPPES  FAMILY  HISTORY 

2.  John  m.  Barbara  Zimmerman,  12  ch.  John  is  buried  in  Zion  Ch. 
Cem.,  West  Penn  Twp.,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.  After  John’s  death  his  %wifc 
lived  with  her  oldest  Dau.,  Catherine  Balliet,  buried  near  Mansfield,  O. 

3.  David  m.  Elizabeth  Henrich,  14  ch.,  both  buried  in  Zion  Ch.  Cem. 

4.  George  m.  Catharine  Zimmerman,  sister  to  John’s  wife,  6  ch.  They 
went  to  North  Branch  valley,  what  is  now  Columbia  and  Luzerne  Cos.,  Pa., 
1800.  Buried  in  Summerhill  Cem.,  Briar  Creek  Twp. 

6.  Philip  always  lived  in  Lehigh  Co.,  Pa. 

7.  Adam  m.  Catharine  Buck,  6  ch.,  went  to  Columbia  Co.,  Pa.,  1800; 
to  O.  in  1822. 

8.  Abraham  m.  Sophia - ,  3  ch.,  moved  to  Columbia  Co.,  Pa., 

1800;  buried  Brick  German  Reformed  Lutheran  Ch.,  Briar  Creek  Cem. 

9.  Daniel  went  to  Luzerne  Co.  near  line  of  Columbia  Co.,  m.  Hannah 
Adams,  6  ch.,  both  buried  Brick  Ch.  Cem.,  Briar  Creek  Twp. 

George,  Adam,  Abraham,  Daniel  children’s  names  appear  on  records  in 
Briar  Creek  German  Reformed  and  Lutheran  Ch.  as  being  Bap.  under  the  name 
of  Zehner  but  the  families  now  spell  the  name  Zancr. 

13.  Susannah  m.  Henry  Witherstine,  13  ch.,  she  is  buried  in  North 
Jackson,  O. 

14.  Elizabeth  m.  Dreisbach,  lived  in  Schuylkill  Co.  Died  aged  60  yrs. 
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PETER  ZEHNER.  (II.  1.),  eldest  son  of  Adam,  born  1760,  Berks  Co.  Pa., 
died  Aug.  27,  1831,  aged  71  y.  4  m.  3  d.  He  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  His  record. is  included  with  that  of  his  father  on  a  former  page.  In 
the  Pa.  Archives,  Series  3,  Vol.  18  of  the  federal  tax  list  of  Berks  Co.,  1788  was 
100  acres  of  land,  1  horse,  1  cow,  tax  $6.60.  Peter  Zehner  in  Northampton 
Co.,  Oct.  28,  1801,  140  acres  of  land;  and  Jan.  21,  1  802,  120  acres  of  land. 

Peter,  with  his  entire  family,  except  one  son,  went  to  Petersburg  (now  Miff¬ 
lin)  Ohio,  Ashland  Co.  in  April,  1824.  His  wife  died  that  fall  and  he  followed 
Aug.  27,  1831.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Zehner  cemetery  at  Mifflin. 

We  do  not  know  the  name  of  Peter’s  son  who  remained  in  Pa.  It  is  thought 
to  have  been  Joseph.  W.  D.  Zehner,  a  decendant  of  Peter  was  superintendent 
of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.,  Tamaqua,  Pa.  W.  D.  Landsford,  who 
was  slain  while  he  and  another  man  were  taking  the  pay  roll  to  the  employes 
of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.,  was  one  of  the  dccendants  as  was  also 
David  Zehner  of  Wehr,  Pa. 


Peter  (II.  1.)  Married  Botz.  There  were  nine  children: 

III.  (1.)  Peter,  married  Magdelena  Flexor;  (2.)  David,  married - 

Mantz;  (3.)  Esther,  married - Wagner;  (4.)  Samuel  d.,  66  y.,  mar¬ 

ried  Christiana  Mantz,  d.  69  y.;  (5.)  Isaac,  d.  85  y.,  married  Leah  DeLong,  d. 
61  y.;  (6.)  Catherine,  d.  30  y.,  married - Miller;  (7.)  Mary  Magda¬ 

lene,  d.  40  y.,  married  Fredrick  Deal;  (8.)  Mathias,  d.,  40  y.f  married  Belinda 
Gardner;  (9.)  Joseph,  d.,  35  y.,  married  Hannah  Scigerwalt. 

*  *  *  * 

III.  1.  Peter  Zehner,  son  of  Peter  (Adam),  married  Magdalena  Flexor.  They 
had  six  children.  Peter  died  July  18,  1861  at  the  age  of  78  y.  6  m.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  were  buried  at  Ohl’s  Chapel,  four  miles  south  west  of  Ashland, 
Ohio,  on  route  U.  S.  42.  Their  children: 

IV.  (1.)  Peter  married  Catherine  Kocher,  2nd,  Christina  Shellhart;  (2.) 
Maria  (Dolly)  married  Abraham  Zehner;  (3.)  John,  married  Maria  (Polly) 
Zehner;  (4.)  Catherine,  married  Thomas  McCalla;  (5.)  Isaac,  married  Susan 
Fike;  (6.)  Henry,  married  Mary  Staley,  2nd,  Elizabeth  Staley. 

H*  3(c 


IV.  1.  Peter  Zehner,  son  Peter  (Pctcr-Adam) ,  married  Catherine  Kocher. 
To  them  were  born  twins.  At  nine  years  of  age  their  mother  died.  The  twins: 

V.  (1.)  James  Zehner,  married  Catherine  Lutz;  (2.)  Mary  Magdaline,  mar¬ 
ried  Christian  Stoner. 


V.  1.  James  Zehner,  son  of  Peter  (Peter-Petcr-Adam)  married  Catherine 
Lutz.  To  th  em  were  born  six  children. 
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VI.  (1.)  John,  married  Emma  Griffith.  One  child;  (VI.  2.)  Samuel  L., 
married  Della  Morris.  Six  children.  (Was  president  of  the  Zehner  relative 
society  for  many  years)  ;  (VI.  3.)  Esther,  married  Irvin  Schweyer.  Two  chil¬ 
dren;  (VI.  4.)  Catherine,  married  Alvin  Wolford.  Three;  children;  (VI.  5.) 
Harman,  married  Alice  Coke.  One  child;  (VI.  6.)  Dora,  married  Ora  Latime, 
2nd,  Clarence  Myers. 

V.  2.  Magdalina  (Polly)  Zehner,  twin  sister  of  James,  married  Christian 
Stoner.  There  were  three  children: 

VI.  (1.)  David  Stoner,  married  Della  Balliet;  (2.)  J.  Wesley  Stoner,  mar¬ 
ried  Ella  Bruckhart;  (3.)  James  F.  Stoner,  married  Agnes  Bally. 

*  *  *  * 

IV.  1.  Maria  (Polly),  born  Apr.  19,  1817,  died  Jan.  9,  1893,  married 
her  second  cousin,  Abraham  Zehner,  born  Feb.  3,  1818,  died  Apr.  16,  1893. 

IV.  2.  John,  born  May  1,  1819,  died  Oct.  29,  1900,  married  his  second 
cousin,  Maria  (Polly)  Zehner,  born  Nov.  22,  1822,  died  Sept.  2,  1912. 

Maria  and  John  married  children  of  David,  son  of  (John-Adam).  They 
were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  went  to  Ohio  in  1839;  to  Dale,  Wis.,  in  1853,  and 
were  buried  at  West  Medina,  Wis.  The  history  of  this  family  is  with  the  fam¬ 
ily  of  John  (Adam),  Wisconsin. 

j|c  3^  %  afe 

V.  (1.)  Mary;  (2.)  David;  (3.)  Simon;  married  Jane  Banks;  (4.)  Isaac, 
married  Caroline  Shoemaker;  (5.)  Martha;  (6.)  John;  (7.)  Benjamin;  (8.) 
Zack. 

IV.  4.  Catherine  Zehner,  daughter  of  Peter  (Peter-Adam) ,  married  Thomas 
McCalla.  There  were  eight  children: 

IV.  (5.)  Isaac  Zehner,  son  of  Peter  (Peter-Adam),  married  Susan  Fike. 
He  had  one  daughter,  Eliza  and  she  married  Christian  Gebhardt.  They  had 
six  children: 

VI.  (1.)  Wesley,  married  Alice  Fackler.  Five  children;  (2.)  Fiana,  mar¬ 
ried  Sherman  Gephart.  Five  children;  (3.)  Henry,  married  Martha  Huffman. 
Two  children. 

VI.  (4.)  Susan  Estella,  married  Bert  Richards,  one  son:  (5.)  William 
Earl,  twin,  married  Augusta  Chew,  one  son;  (6.)  Lillian  Pearl,  twin,  married 
True  Garver. 

IV.  6.  Henry  Zehner,  son  of  Peter  (Peter-Adam),  married  Mary  Staley. 
There  were  three  children: 

V.  (1.)  Angeline,  married  Henry  Greenawalt,  four  children;  (2.)  George, 
married  Permelia  Braden,  three  children;  (3.)  Malinda,  married  John  Wolf, 
four  children. 

V.  (1.)  Angeline  Zehner,  daughter  of  Henry  (Peter-Peter-Adam) ,  married 
Henry  Greenawalt.  To  them  were  born  four  children;  VI.  (1.)  William,  mar¬ 
ried  Jennie  Sanker;  (2.)  Charles,  married  Minnie  Mercer;  (3.)  Lottie,  married 
Arthur  Fournier;  (4.)  Orlen,  single. 

V.  2.  George  Zehner,  son  of  Henry  (Petcr-Pctcr-Adam) ,  married  Permelia 
Braden.  Three  children: 
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VI.  (1.)  Effie,  married  Elias  Ebenshade;  (2.)  David,  married  Carrie  Con¬ 
nelly;  (3.)  Harley,  married  Dora  Grace  Stout. 

V.  3.  Malinda  Zehner,  married  John  Wolf,  had  four  children. 

VI.  (1.)  Lester  Wolf,  married;  (2.)  Edwin,  married  Cary  Lovering;  (3.) 
Charles,  married;  (4.)  Erva,  deceased. 

*  *  *  * 

III.  4.  Samuel  Zehner,  son  of  Peter  (Adam),  married  Christina  Mantz. 
Ten  children. 

IV.  (1.)  David,  married  Elizabeth  Eighinger,  moved  to  Indiana;  (2.) 
Catherine;  (3.)  Samuel,  married  Sarah  Ohl;  (4.)  John,  married  Mary  Rice; 
(5.)  Joseph,  married  Anna  Opple;  (6.)  Daniel,  married  Sarah  Opple;  (7.) 
Elizabeth,  single;'  (8.)  Annie;  (9.)  Isaac;  (10.)  Manuel. 

IV.  3.  Samuel  Zehner,  son  of  Samuel  (Peter-Adam) ,  married  Sarah  Ohl. 
To  them  were  born  two  children. 

V.  (1.)  Infant  son,  deceased;  (2.)  Frank  Zehner,  married  Emma  Orwig. 
They  had  three  children.  (President  of  the  Zehner  relative  society,  1935). 

IV.  5.  Joseph  Zehner,  son  of  Samuel  (Peter-Adam),  married  Anna  Op- 
pley.  Four  children:  V.  (1.)  David,  married;  (2.)  Bertha,  married  Charles 
Wagaman;  (3.)  Irene,  married  George  Hart;  (4.)  Minnie,  deceased;  married 
George  Roadpouch. 

III.  5.  Isaac  Zehner,  son  of  Peter  (Adam),  married  Leah  DcLong.  The 
children: 

IV.  (1.)  Joseph,  born  1829,  was  married  twice;  there  were  twenty-one 
children.  He  resided  in  Idaho;  (2.)  Benjamin  was  born  Dec.  15,  1830, 
married  three  times:  Nancy  A.  DeLong,  Sarah  Jane  Cochran,  and  Mrs.  Annie 
Martin*  (3.)  Isaac,  born.  Jan.  9,  1833,  married  Isabelle  Young;  (4.)  Susan, 
born  Sept.  12,  1834,  married  Jacob  Cochran;  (5.)  Peter,  born  Oct.  29,  1836, 
married  Hannah  Boyer;  (6.)  Nathan,  born  Dec.  18,  1838,  married  Maria  Jane 
Johnson;  (7.)  Rudy,  born  Jan.  8,  1841,  single;  (8.)  Solomon,  born  Feb.  8, 
1843,  married  Marietta  Fritchie;  (9.)  Seth,  born  June  6,  1845,  married;  (10.) 
Mary  Ann,  born  Sept.  19,  1847,  married  Henry  Kccver;  (11.)  Aaron,  born 
Mar.  5,  1850,  single;  (12.)  Levi,  born  Mar.  8,  1853,  married  Ada  Sweet; 
(13.)  Melinda,  born  June  4,  1855,  died  1937,  married  Harry  Hazen,  Mifflin, 
Ohio;  (14.)  John  Jackson,  born  Sept.  2,  1858. 

Of  the  fourth  generation,  born  and  raised  near  Ashland,  Ohio,  Joseph  went 
to  Idaho,  Benjamin,  Susan,  Nathan,  and  Seth  settled  near  Laurenceville,  Ill., 
John  went  to  Dcs  Moines,  Iowa. 

IV.  3.  Isaac  Zehner,  son  Issac  (Peter-Adam),  born  Jan.  9,  1833,  mar¬ 
ried  Isabelle  Young.  Eight  children: 

V.  (1.)  Lucinda  Zehner,  married  Frank  Bittinger;  (2.)  Nancy  Zehner, 
married  Daniel  Bachelder;  (3.)  John  Zehner,  married  1st  to  Julia  Oring,  2nd 
to  Martha  Smith;  (4.)  Catherine  Zehner,  married  Samuel  Whitcomb;  (5.)  Em¬ 
ma  Zehner,  married  Maurice  Conn;  (6.)  Charles  Zehner,  married  Lottie  Weirie; 
(7.)  Daniel  Zehner,  married  May  Armstrong;  (8.)  Isaac  Zehner,  married  Clara 
Smith. 

*  *  *  * 

IV.  5.  Peter  Zehner,  son  of  Isaac  (Peter-Adam),  born  Oct.  29,  1836,  mar¬ 
ried  Hannah  Boyer.  Twelve  children: 
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V.  (1.)  George  Isaac,  single;  (2.)  Sarah,  married  Henry  Lutz;  (3.)  Wil¬ 
liam.  single;  (4.)  Nattie,  married  William  Carroll;  (5.)  Leah,  married;  (6.) 

Joseph  B.,  married  1st  to  Lavina  Zehncr,  2nd - ;  (7.)  Anna,  - 

- ;  (8.)  Peter,  married  Hannah  Sattlcr;  (9.)  Melinda,  married  Jesse  Laugh- 

ery;  (10.)  Benjamin  Franklin,  married  Wertman;  (11.)  Hettie,  single;  (12.) 
John,  married  1st  Nellie  Shakely,  2nd  to  Mabel  Long,  3rd - . 

IV.  6.  Nathan  Zehner,  son  of  Isaac  (Peter-Adam) ,  born  Dec.  18,  1838, 
died  Feb.  2,  1877,  aged  38  y.  1  mo.  14  d.  Born  in  Ohio.  When  but  a  boy 
he  went  to  Illinois,  and  settled  in  Laurence  Co.„  living  with  his  brother  Seth 
and  sister  Susan.  Although  quite  young  to  be  a  soldier  he  enlisted  in  the  civil 
war.  During  the  war  he  had  a  guiding  friend  in  an  older  soldier,  a  fifer,  named 
Simon  Johnson.  After  the  war  he  met  this  man’s  daughter,  Maria  Jane  John¬ 
son.  They  married  and  lived  on  land  which,  when  purchased  by  Nathan  in 
1863,  was  largely  timber.  The  remaining  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  clear¬ 
ing  the  land  and  tilling  the  “new  ground.’’  It  was  while  carrying  out  this  work 
that  he  met  his  death  in  1  877.  While  felling  a  tree  he  was  caught  beneath  the 
trunk  and  died  a  few  days  later  as  a  result  of  injuries.  He  left  a  wife  and  three 
small  children;  John,  William  and  Nannie.  Four  children,  including  a  set  of 
twins,  had  died  in  infancy. 

V.  (1.)  John  Wesley,  born  1867,  died  1921.  Married  Effie  Titlow;  (2.) 
Minnie,  twin,  died  in  infancy;  (3.)  Edith,  twin,  died  in  infancy;  (4.)  William 
Washington,  1  870-1937,  married  Mary  Elvina  Lackey;  (5.)  Nellie,  died  in 
infancy;  (6.)  Nannie,  born  1872,  married  Samuel  Wampler;  (7.)  Alma,  died 
in  infancy. 

V.  4.  William  Washington  Zehner,  born  1870,  died  1937,  married  Mary 
Elvina  Lackey.  A  son,  (VI.  1.)  Ralph  Lackey,  born  1892,  married  Irene  Brad¬ 
ley,  who  bore  (VII.  1.)  Mary  Virginia,  born  1920;  (2.)  William  Bradley, 
born  1924.  Other  children  of  Washington  Zehner  were: 

VI.  (2.)  Maurice  Elsworth,  born  1894,  married  Laura  Pinkstaff ;  (3.) 
Loci,  born  1896,  married  Hanford  Tiffany,  Evanston,  Ill.;  (4.)  Nellie,  born 
1898;  (5.)  James,  born  1901,  died  1903;  (6.)  Infant  daughter,  born,  died, 
1903.  (7.)  Mary,  born  1907.  (Historian  data) . 

V.  6.  Nannie  Zehner,  born  1872,  married  Samuel  Wampler.  Twelve  chil¬ 
dren: 

VI.  1.  Leslie  Wampler,  born  1892,  married  Elva  Leathers.  Children: 
(VII.  1.)  Raymond  Leslie;  (2.)  August  Lee;  (3.)  Loyd;  (4.)  Maurice;  (5.) 
Mary  Frances. 

VI.  2.  Vernon  Wampler,  born  1894,  married  Florence  Laura.  Eight 
children : 

VII.  1.  Lorene,  married  Carl  Banks.  Children:  (VIII.  1.)  Dickie;  (2.) 
Charles. 

VII.  2.  Merlin,  married  Marguerita  Wolf.  Son,  (VIII.  1.)  John  (Jackie). 

VII.  3.  Irene,  married  Nelse  Olsen.  Son,  (VIII.  1.)  William  Eugene. 

Other  children  of  Vernon  and  Florence  Laura  Wampler  were:  (VII.  4.) 
Laurence;  VII.  5.)  Wilma;  VII.  6.)  Frances;  (VII.  7.)  Donald;  (VII.  8.) 
Robert. 
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VI.  3.  John  Wampler,  born  1896,  married  Mable  Porter.  Children: 
(VII  1.)  Iris;  (2.)  Myrna;  (3.)  Samuel. 

VI.  4.  Rayond  Wampler,  born  1900,  married  Pansy  Bennett.  Five  chil¬ 
dren:  (VII.  1.)  Walter;  (2.)  Thelma;  (3.)  Leroy;  (4.)  Mona,  twin;  (3.) 
Dona,  twin. 

VI.  5.  Alme  Wampler,  born  1903,  married  Oscar  Raush,  Children: 
(VII.  1.)  Robert;  (2.)  Oliver. 

6.  Alice  Wampler,  born  1904,  married  Edward  Niswouger. 

7.  Eugene  Wampler,  born  1 906,  married  Margaret  Batts.  Children:  (VII. 

1.)  Ray  Gene;  (2.)  LaVon;  (3.)  Rayburn  Ann;  (4.)  Dixie;  (5.)  Harold 
Lee. 

8.  Mildred  Wampler,  born  1908,  married  Amanda  Biggs.  Children: 
(VII.  i.)  Fay  Jean;  (2.)  Patricia  Ann;  (3.)  Betty  Delain;  (4.)  Shirley. 

10.  Samuel  Wampler,  born  1913,  married  Dorothy  Malone.  Children: 
(VII.  1.)  John;  (2.)  Charles  William. 

11.  Walter  Wampler,  born  1915. 

12.  Alma  Wampler,  died  in  infancy. 

*  *  *  * 

IV.  8.  Solomon  Zehner.  son  of  Isaac  (Peter-Adam) ,  born  Feb.  8,  1843, 
married  Marietta  Fritchie.  Ten  children: 

V.  (1.)  Cassic,  married  George  Flannan;  (2.)  Irene,  married;  (3.)  Leah, 

married;  (4.)  Hattie,  married  Albert  Laver;  (5.)  Belle,  married  Christian  Mil¬ 
ler;  (6.)  Ella,  married  Chris  Lecickt'  (7.)  Fannie,  married - *  Bciselhei- 

mer;  (8.)  Lottie,  married;  (9.)  Ada,  married  John  Smith. 

IV.  10.  Mary  Ann  Zehner,  daughter  of  Isaac  (Peter-Adam),  born  Sept. 
19.  1847,  married  Henry  Keever.  T  hree  children; 

V.  (.1.)  Harry  Keever,  married  1st - ,  2nd,  Nellie  Zehner;  (2.) 

Dora,  twin,  married  William  Koons;  (3.)  Cora,  twin,  married. 

IV.  12.  Levi  Zehner,  son  of  Isaac  (Peter-Adam,  born  Mar.  6,  1853,  mar¬ 
ried  Ada  Sweet.  Children: 

V.  (1.)  Hiram,  single;  (2.)  Nellie,  married  Harry  Keever;  (3.)  James, 
married  Edna  Maglott;  (4.)  Edith  M.,  married  Rollie  R.  Snyder. 

IV.  13.  Malinda  Zehner,  daughter  of  Isaac  (Peter-Adam),  born  June  4, 
1855,  married  Harry  Hazen.  She  died  the  winter  of  1937,  the  last  of  the  Ohio 
fourth  generation.  Seven  children: 

V.  1.  Emma  Hazen,  married  Harry  Hugo;  (2.)  John  Miles;  (3.)  Leah 
Ada;  (4.)  Ralph;  (5.)  Susan  Grace;  (6.)  Mary  Belle;  (7.)  Annie  Vera. 

III.  1.  Mary  Magdelene,  daughter  of  Peter  (Adam),  married  Fredrick  Deal. 
There  were  five  children: 

IV.  (1.)  Eliza  Deal,  married  Henry  Hershey;  (2.)  Peter  Deal,  married 
Susan  Aylesman;  (3.)  Catherine  Deal  married  Henry  Kisling;  (4.)  Mary  Deal, 
married  George  Christy;  (5.)  Fred  Deal. 
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III.  9.  Joseph  Zehner,  son  of  Peter  (Adam),  married  Hannah  Seigerwalt. 
Children: 

IV.  (1.)  Sarah  Zehner,  married  Samuel  Hiller;  (2.)  David  Zehner,  mar¬ 
ried  Sophia  Swartz;  (3.)  Joseph  Zehner,  married;  (4.)  Catherine  Zehner,  mar¬ 
ried  A.  Mr.  Lechlitner;  (5.)  Hannah  Zehner,  married;  (6.)  Elizabeth  Zehner, 
married  Jacob  Firestone;  (7.)  Watson;  (8.)  Wilson. 

IV.  1.  Sarah  Zehner,  daughter  of  Joseph  (Pcter-Adam) ,  married  Samuel 
Hiller.  There  were  nine  children. 

V.  (1.)  Zachary  Hiller,  married - Hinebach;  (2.)  Josephine  Hil¬ 

ler,  married  Daniel  Roland;  (3.)  John  Hiller,  married  Mary  Ohl.Reed;  (4.) 

Charles  Hiller,  married  -  Baline;  (5.)  Lizzie  Hiller,  married  W.  P. 

Boals;  (6.)  Henry  Hiller,  married  Viola  Cline;  (7.)  Samuel  Hiller,  married 
Elizabeth  Norris;  (8.)  Harvey  Hiller,  married  Bessie  McConnell  Yeagley;  (9.) 
Alice  Hiller,  married. 

—  (By  Retta  Zehner.) 
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CHAPTER  III. 


Zehners  To  Illinois  and  Wisconsin 

BENJAMIN  ZEHNER  (IV.  2.),  son  of  Isaac  (Peter-Adam) ,  born  Dec.  15, 
1830,  died  Mar.  14,  1901,  aged  70  y.  2  m.  28  d.  He  married  three  times, 
1st,  Nancy  A.  DeLong,  died  Sept.  15,  1863,  six  children;  2nd,  Mar.  25, 
1865,  Sarahjane  Cochran,  born  Feb.  19,  1848,  died  Nov.  7,  1889,  15  chil¬ 
dren;  3rd,  Mrs.  Annie  Martin. 

V.  v 

Nancy’s  children; 

V.  1.  Job,  born  Mar.  20,  1854,  married  Mary  Lou  Walters. 

2.  Leah,  born  Feb.  2,  1856,  married  Levi  Brian. 

3.  Salome,  born  Sept.  3,  1858,  married  John  Smith. 

4.  Fianna,  born  Oct.  21,  1860,  married  Napoleon  B.  Etzwiler. 

5.  and  6.  Twin  sons,  born  Sept.  2,  1863,  dead  at  biith.  The  mother  died 
Sept.  15,  1863. 

Sarah  Jane’s  children: 

7.  George  Isaac,  born  Jan.  14,  1866,  married  Mary  Emma  Cook. 

8.  Joseph  Elsworth,  born  May  1  1,  1867,  married  Julia  Brashear,  2nd, 
Elizabeth - . 

9.  Benjamin  Harlin,  born  Oct.  18,  1868,  had  two  wives,  1st,  Nellie  Gos- 
nell,  2nd,  Laura  Brashear. 

10.  Ewilda  Ellen,  born  Nov.  5,  1870,  died  Aug.  30,  1871. 

11.  Hannah  Malinda,  born  Nov.  18,  1  872,  died  Oct.  10,  1873. 

12.  William  Levi,  born  July  23,  1874,  married  Bertha  G.  DeLong. 

13.  Dellia  May,  born  Dec.  12,  1876,  died  Jan.  30,  1877. 

14.  Emma  Genette,  born  Feb.  10,  1879,  married  Charles  V.  Shaffer. 

15.  Infant  son,  born  and  died  July  30,  1880. 

V,  16.  Amanda  Ellen,  born  July  30,  1880,  died  Feb.  9,  1881. 

17.  Infant  son,  born  and  died  Jan.  30,  1882. 

3  8.  Allolia  Otto,  born  Jan.  4,  1884,  died  June  29,  1887. 

19.  Lucy  Frances,  born  Feb.  20,  1886,  married  Henry  South. 

20.  Roy  Estes,  born  June  22,  1888,  died  Sept.  21,  1888. 

21.  Infant  son,  born  and  died  Nov.  7,  1889. 

'  *  *  *  * 

V.  1.  Job  Zehner,  son  of  Benjamin  (Isaac-Peter-Adam)  was  born  Mar. 
20,  1854,  and  died  Sept.  29,  1927,  aged  73  y.  7  m.  9  d.  He  married  Mary 
Lou  Walters,  Sept.  9,  1883  at  Laurenceville,  Ill.  To  them  were  born  ten 
children. 

V.  1.  Delta  B.,  born  Sept.  8,  1884,  married  Geo.  Weathers. 

2.  Jesse  Cleveland,  born  May  14,  1886,  died  1914. 

3.  Mabel  Gertrude,  born  June  7,  1888,  died  Aug.  15,  1889. 

4.  Infant,  born  Apr.  9,  1890,  died  Apr.  1  1,  1890. 

5.  Ethel  Mae,  born  Dec.  16,  1892,  married  Ross  Scaggs. 
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6.  Harley  Elsworth,  born  Jan.  18,  1895,  killed  in  action  in  the  World 
War,  Oct.  3,  1918. 

7.  James  Raymond,  born  Nov.  10,  1896,  married  Lora  Pinkstaff. 

8.  Infant,  born  Sept.  16,  1899,  died  Sept.  17,  1899. 

9.  Beulah  Irene,  born  Nov.  16,  1 900,  died  Dec.  17,  1911. 

10.  Paul  Edward,  born  June  17,  1903,  married  Marion  O.  Connell. 

*  *  *  * 

VI.  1.  Delta  B.  Zchner,  born  Sept.  8,  1884,  lives  at  Whiting,  Ind.,  mar¬ 
ried  Dec.  19,  1901,  to  George  Weathers.  There  are  four  children. 

VII.  (1.)  Mary  Isabel,  born  Sept.  25,  1902;  (2.)  Laura  Edith,  born  July 
22,  1905;  (3.)  Carrie  Irene,  born  Feb.  9,  1909;  (4.)  George  Wesley,  born 
Oct.  25,  1915,  at  home. 

VII.  1.  Mary  Isabel  Weathers,  born  Sept.  25,  1902,  married  April  7,  1923 
to  Charles  Stump.  One  daughter;  VIII.  1.  Phyllis  Faye,  born  Dec.  22,  1923. 

VII.  2.  Laura  Edith,  married  Sept.  8,  1924  to  Stoy  Vandiver,  Whiting, 

Ind. 

VIII.  1.  Robert  Elwood,  born  July  7,  1925. 

VII.  3.  Carrie  Irene,  married  Mar.  19,  1928  to  Homer  Stump.  The 
children ; 

VIII.  (1.)  Lois  Yvonne,  born  Nov.  29,  1928;  (2.)  Carilene  Brook,  born 
April  6,  1931. 

*  *  *  * 

VI.  5.  Ethel  Mae  Zchner,  born  Dec.  16,  1892,  resides  at  Bridgeport,  Ill., 
married  Dec.  28,  1910  to  Ross  Scraggs.  There  were  five  children. 

VII.  (1.)  Charles  Vearle,  born  Feb.  23,  1912,  died  Feb.  20,  1913;  (2.) 
Twins,  Wayne  Paul,  born  July  2,  1914;  (3.)  Wendell  Thurman,  born  July  2, 
1914;  (4.)  Velma  Arlene,  born  Jan.  16,  1917;  (5.)  Donald  Hugh,  born  Dec. 
2,  1919. 

VII.  3.  Wendell  Thurman,  born  July  2,  1914,  Bridgeport,  Ill.,  married 
Alice  Crump,  Feb.  6,  1937. 

VII.  4.  Velma  Arlene,  born  Jan.  16,  1917,  Bridgeport,  Ill.,  married  June 
1938,  Harold  Walter  Jones.  There  were  eight  children,  unknown. 

Vi  7.  James  Raymond,  born  Nov.  10,  1896,  married  Aug.  21,  1922  to 
Lora  Pinkstaff.  There  were  three  children. 

VII.  (1.)  Doris  Jean,  born  May  12,  1923;  (2.)  Carl  Edward,  born  July 
30,  1925;  (3.)  Harold  Richard,  born  Jan.  14,  1930. 

VI.  10.  Paul  Edward,  born  June  17,  1903,  married  Sept,  21,  1922,  to 
Marian  O.  Connell. 

VII.  (1.)  Wilma  June,  born  June*  5,  1923;  (2.)  Betty  Lou,  born  Aug. 

7,  1925. 

V.  2.  Leah  Zehner,  daughter  Benjamin  (Isaac-Peter-Adam)  born  Feb.  2, 
1856,  married  Levi  Brian,  who  died  Aug.  24,  1932.  There  were  seven  children: 

VI.  1.  Laura  Ellen,  born  Oct.  25,  1876,  married  Joel  Pinkstaff. 

2.  Benjamin  Fredrick,  born  Dec.  30,  1879,  married  Nancy  Ann  Wesley. 
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3.  William  Burgett,  born  Feb.  26,  1881,  married  Allie  Jones. 

4.  Jacob  Oscar,  born  Sept.  6,  1883,  died  May  5,  1931. 

5.  Oliver  Francis,  born  Jan.  19,  1885,  single,  Laurenceville,  Ill. 

6.  Susan  Jane,  born  July  4,  1887,  married  Elmer  S.  Goff. 

7.  Leslie  Ellsworth,  born  Oct.  9,  1888,  married  Flo  Fern  French. 

VI.  1.  Laura  Ellen  Brian,  born  Oct.  25,  1876,  and  resides  at  Hobart,  Ind. 
She  married  Aug.  2,  1896  Joel  Pinkstaff,  who  died  April  8,  1929.  Children: 

VII.  (1.)  Floyd  Orin,  born  Sept.  21,  1897;  (2.)  Minnie  Mable,  born 
Dec.  4,  1902;  (3.)  Freeland  Albert,  born  Mar.  9,  1905. 

*  *  *  * 

VII.  2.  Minnie  Mable  Pinkstaff,  born  Dec.  4,  1902,  Hobart,  Ind.,  married 
April  6,  1930  to  Charles  Roscoe  Edington.  Three  children: 

*  *  *  * 

VIII.  (1.)  Joel  Dee,  born  Oct.  12,  1930;  (2.)  Charles  Wendel,  born  Feb. 
12,  1933;  (3.)  William  Leon,  born  Nov.  26,  1936. 

*  *  *  * 

VII.  3.  Freeland  Albert  Pinkstaff,  born  Mar.  9,  1905,  Hobart,  Ind.,  mar¬ 
ried  Dec.  18,  1926  to  Bessie  Leona  Walters.  Two  children: 

VIII.  (1.)  Bessie  Jane,  born  Feb.  9,  1928;  (2.)  Jerry  Ellen,  born  Aug.  26. 
1937. 

*  *  *  * 

VI.  2.  Benjamin  Fredrick  Brian,  born  Dec.  30,  1879,  Pinkstaff,  Ill.,  mar¬ 
ried  Aug.  8,  1901  to  Nancy  Ann  Wesley.  Four  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Clarence  Wesley,  born  June  26,  1902;  (2.)  Walter  Ambrose, 
born  Mar.  23,  1904;  (3.)  Lora  Catharine,  born  Mar.  8,  1906;  (4.)  Neoma, 
born  Feb.  10,  1908. 

♦  *  *  * 

VII.  1.  Clarence  Wesley  Brian,  born  June  26,  1902,  Pinkstaff,  Ill.,  mar¬ 
ried  Nov.  26,  1927  to  Marian  Rich.  Two  children: 

VIII.  (L)  Robert  Douglas,  born  Feb.  25,  1929;  (2.)  Brenna  Kay,  born 
Aug.  26,  1935. 

*  *  *  * 

VIL  2.  Walter  Ambrose  Brian,  born  Mar.  23,  1904,  Pinkstaff,  Ill.,  mar¬ 
ried  Oct.  4,  1927,  to  Margaret  Benson.  Three  children: 

VIII.  (  1.) Donald  Hugh,  born  May  1  1,  1928;  (2.)  Mary  Lou,  born  Feb. 
18,  1931;  (3.)  Wanda  Lee,  born  Apr.  8,  1933. 

*  *  *  * 

VII.  3.  Lora  Catharine  Brian,  born  Mar.  8,  1906,  Laurenceville,  Ill,,  mar¬ 
ried  Oct.  29,  - ,  to  Filmore  Harsha. 

VII.  4.  Neoma  Brian,  born  Feb.  10,  1908,  Pinkstaff,  Ill.,  married  to  Ros- 
coc  Selby,  Sept.  4,  1929. 

VI.  3.  William  Burgett  Brian,  born  Feb.  26,  1881,  Bridgeport,  Ill.,  mar¬ 
ried  Dec.  24,  1905  to  Allie  Jones.  Four  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Alfred  Levi,  born  Mar.  19,  1907,  died  Jan.  23,  1910;  (2.)  Han¬ 
ford  William,  born  May  26,  1908;  (3.)  Infant  daughter,  born  Aug.  29,  1909 
and  died  at  birth;  (4.)  Lucretia  Mae,  born  Mar.  8,  1911. 
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VII.  2.  Hanford  William  Brian,  born  May  26,  1908,  Bridgeport,  Ill., 
married  Nov.  7,  1936,  to  Margaret  Johnson. 

VIII.  1.  Doyle  Burgctt,  born  June  16,  1937. 

*  *  *  * 

VI.  6.  Susan  Jane  Brian,  born  July  4,  1887,  Laurenceville,  Ill.,  married 
Mar.  26,  1905  to  Elmer  Sherman  GofF.  The  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Virgil  Brian,  born  Feb.  26,  1906;  (2.)  Gerald  Edington,  born 
Mar.  26,  1913;  (3.)  Hildred,  born  Mar.  1,  1915;  (4.)  Francis  Levi,  born  Apr. 
10,  1917;  (5.)  Velma  Barmatis,  born  Sept.  27,  1919,  died  Aug.  2,  1933; 
(6.)  Bernadine  Welcome,  born  July  4,  1922;  (7.)  Anna  Rae,  born  Nov.  10, 
1924;  (8.)  Hazel  Leah,  born  Sept.  25,  1926;  (9.)  Horace  Eugene,  born  May 
5,  1929,  Twin,  (10.)  Doris  Eugenia,  born  May  5,  1929,  twin;  (11.)  Laura 
Darlene,  born  Oct.  8,  1934,  died  Nov.  16,  1936. 

*  *  *  * 

VII.  1.  Virgil  Brian  GofF,  born  Feb.  26,  1906,  Laurenceville,  Ill.,  mar¬ 

ried  twice,  1st,  Mar.  19,  1924  to  Beatrice  McKinney,  who  died  Sept.  30,  1934, 
2nd,  May  22,  1937,  to  Clara  May  Phillips. 

Beatrice's  children:  VIII.  (1.)  Virgil  Raymond,  born  Mar.  18,  1925; 
(2.)  Georgia,  born  Sept.  6,  1928,  died  Jan.,  1929;  (3.)  Shirley  Ann,  born 
Dec.  25,  1932. 

Clara’s  child:  (4.)  Donald,  born  May  29,  1938. 

VII.  2.  Gerald  Edington  GofF,  born  Mar.  26,  1913,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Mich., 
married  Mary  Earnest.  Five  children: 

VIII.  (1.)  John  (Jackie)  Dale,  born  Feb.  22,  1932;  (2.)  Verna  Lee,  born 
June  29,  1934;  (3.)  Elsie  Joan,  born  July  3,  1935;  (4.)  Earnest  Sherman, 
born  Aug.  6,  1938;  (5.)  Infant,  died. 

♦  $  *  * 

VII.  3.  Hildred  GofF,  born  Mar.  1,  1915,  PinkstafF,  Ill.,  married  twice, 
1st,  April  6,  1930.  John  Barrix;  2nd,  Apr.  5,  1936,  Herman  PinkstafF. 

John’s  children:  VIII.  (1.)  Harrold  Barrix,  born  Jan.  15,  1931;  (2.) 
Caroline,  born  June  19,  1932. 

Herman's  child:  (3.)  Ada  Lee  PinkstafF,  born  Feb.  1,  1937. 

VII.  6.  Bernadine  Welcome  GofF,  born  July  4,  1922,  Laurenceville,  Ill., 
married  Aug.  16,  1 938  to  Dale  Blocher. 

VI.  7.  Leslie  Ellsworth  Brian,  born  Oct.  9,  1888,  Laurenceville,  Ill.,  mar¬ 
ried  Jan.  26,  1918  to  Flo  Fern  French. 

VII.  (1.)  Audrey  Helen,  born  Jan.  17,  1919;  (2.)  Dorothy  Louise,  born 
Oct.  26,  1921. 

%  *  *  * 

V.  3.  Salome  Zehner.  daughter  of  Benjamin,  born  Sept.  3,  1858,  died 
Sept.  19,  1919,  married  John  Smith  who  died  Nov.  7,  1928. 

V.  4.  Fianna  Zehner,  daughter  of  Benjamin  (Issac-Peter-Adam) ,  born 
Oct.  21.  1860,  died  Jan.  8,  1913,  married  Mar.  31,  1881  to  Napoleon  Bona¬ 
parte  Etzwiler.  There  were  five  children: 

VI.  (1.)  Infant  daughter  born  Feb.  19,  1  882  died  at  birth ;  (2.)  Infant  son 
born  Aug.  25,  1883  died  at  birth;  (3.)  Benjamin  Cleveland,  born  Nov.  3, 
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1884,  resides  at  Lisbon,  N.  D.,  married  and  children  unknown;  (4.)  Martha 
Jane,  born  July  4,  1886,  married  three  times;  (5.)  Aaron,  born  Oct.  13,  1888, 
married  Iona  Rac  Stevenson. 

VI.  4,  Martha  Jane  Etzwiler,  Birds,  Ill.,  married  three  times;  1st,  Oct.  7, 
1903  to  James  McKeown  who  died  Oct.  18,  1905.  Children; 

VII.  (1.)  Emma  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  30,  1904,  died  Dec.  3,  1904;  (2.) 
Charles  Henry,  born  Jan.  22,  1906,  died  Aug.  1  1,  1907. 

Second  marriage,  May  15,  1909  to  John  Baker,  who  died  June  24,  1917; 
third  marriage,  Aug.  11,  1917  to  Joe  Hill.  *  ■  * 

^  ij;  ]|c 

VI.  5.  Aaron  Etzwiler,  born  Oct.  13,  1888,  Laurenceville,  Ill.,  married 
Dec.  18,  1912  to  Iona  Rae  Stevenson.  They  had  three  children; 

VII.  (1.)  Roland  Roscoe,  born  Aug.  14,  1914;  (2.)  Byron  Sylvester,  born 
Mar.  30,  1917,  died  Dec.  26,  1918;  (3.)  Donald  Hugh,  born  Aug.  12,  1920, 
at  home. 

VII.  (1.)  Roland  Roscoe  Etzwiler,  born  Aug.  14,  1914  Laurenceville,  Ill., 
married  Mar.  4,  1934  to  Helen  Patricia  Newell.  Two  children; 

VIII.  (1.)  Dixie  Lee,  born  Dec.  22,  1 935,  died  Dec.  28,  1935;  (2.)  David 
Lee,  born  Nov.  18,  1937,  died  Nov.  24,  1937. 

V.  7.  George  Isaac  Zehner.  son,  Benjamin  (Isaac-Petcr-Adam) ,  born  Jan. 
14,  1866,  married  Feb.  21,  1892,  to  Mary  Emma  Cook,  Laurenceville,  Ill.  T  en 
children: 

VI.  (1.)  Rose  Ella,  born  Nov.  18,  1892,  married  Floyd  Stevenson. 

(2.)  Loila  Otto,  born  July  16,  1894,  married  Edna  M.  Osborn. 

(3.)  Leslie  Elsworth,  born  Jan.  23,  1896,  died  Aug.  25,  1898. 

(4.)  Dennie  Lawson,  born  Dec.  3,  1  898,  married  Bulah  I.  PinkstafT. 

(5.)  Sarah  Isabel,  born  May  28,  1900,  married  Joe  Akins. 

(6.)  Eva  Gcnette,  born  Feb.  21,  1902,  married  Ira  Baker. 

(7.)  Letha  Irene,  born  Aug.  24,  1903,  married  Kenneth  W.  Gosnell. 

(8.)  Martin  Elmer,  born  Jan.  28,  1905,  married  Jessie  E.  Carries. 

(9.)  Nellie  Alice,  born  Sept.  29,  1906,  married  Glen  Samuel  Wempler. 

(10.)  Frank  Russell,  born  Feb.  14,  1908. 

VJL  1.  Rose  Ella  Zehner,  born  Nov.  18,  1892,  died  Jan.  17,  1914,  mar¬ 
ried  Sept.  7,  1911  to  Floyd  Stevenson.  Children: 

VII.  (1.)  Irma  Hazel,  born  Aug.  8,  1912;  (2.)  Marlin  Dante,  born  Jan. 
9,  1914. 

VII.  1.  Irma  Hazel  Stevenson,  born  Aug.  8,  1912,  Laurenceville,  111.,  mar¬ 
ried  Dec.  2,  1929  to  Lee  Alexander.  Three  children: 

VIII.  (1.)  Dorothy  Helen,  born  Mar.  7,  1931;  (2.)  Glen  Floyd,  born  Jan. 
5,  1935;  (3.)  Alice  Irene,  born  Dec.  26,  1936. 

VII.  2.  Marlin  Dante  Stevenson,  born  Jan.  9,  1914,  Hammond,  Ind., 
married  Oct.  7,  1937  to  Georgie  Brown. 

VI.  2.  Loila  Otto  Zehner,  born  July  16,  1894,  Robinson,  Ill.,  married 
Dec.  25,  1916  to  Edna  Mae  Osborn. 

VI.  4.  Dennis  Lawson  Zehner.  born  Dec.  3,  1898,  Laurenceville,  Ill.,  mar¬ 
ried  Mar.  29,  1918  to  Bulah  Irene  PinkstafF.  They  had  four  children: 
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VII.  (1.)  Victor  Lewis,  born  Feb.  28,  1919;  (2.)  Clarence,  born  Feb.  19, 
1923;  (3.)  Russell  Hugh,  born  Dec.  24,  1926;  (4.)  James  Arthur,  born  Sept. 
15,  1929. 

*  *  *  * 

VI.  5.  Sarah  Isabel  Zchner,  born  May  28,  1900,  married  July  14,  1923 
to  Joe  Akins.  There  were  two  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Vivian  Rae,  born  Mar.  5,  1924;  (2.)  Joe,  Jr.,  born  Mar.  13, 
1925. 

This  family  was  all  killed  when  their  car  was  struck  by  a  train  at  Laurence- 
ville,  Ill.,  Mar.  13,  1925. 

*  *  *  * 

VI.  6.  Eva  Genette  Zehner,  born  Feb.  21,  1902,  Laurencevillc,  Ill.,  mar¬ 
ried  Dec.  14,  1922  to  Ira  Baker.  Four  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Larry  Otis  Glen,  born  April  2,  1924;  (2.)  Jacques  Clark,  born 
Aug.  26,  1928;  (3.)  Ulysses  George,  born  Aug.  1,  1934;  (4.)  Leila  Rose,  born 

April  1,  1937. 

*  *  *  * 

VI.  7.  Letha  Irene  Zehner.  born  Aug.  24,  1903,  Laurencevillc,  Ill.,  mar¬ 
ried  Jan.  19,  1924  to  Kenneth  William  Gosnell.  Six  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Mary  Lou,  born  June  2,  1925;  (2.)  Richard  Arthur,  born  Apr. 
14,  1927;  (3.)  Georgie  Marthel,  born  Feb.  6,  1929;  (4.)  William  Harold, 
born  Dec.  6,  1932,  died  Jan.  10,  1933;  (5.)  Robert  K.,  born  Nov.  1,  1934; 
(6.)  Alan  Earl,  born  June  20,  1938. 

VI.  8.  Martin  Elmer  Zehner,  born  Jan.  28,  1905  at  Laurencevillc,  Ill., 
married  Apr.  2,  1927  to  Jessie  Elizabeth  Carries.  Three  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Lois  May,  born  Jan.  6,  1928;  (2.)  Sally  Sue,  born  July  3, 
1930;  (3.)  Charles  Ray,  born  Aug.  6,  1935. 

*  *  *  * 

VI.  9.  Nellie  Alice  Zehner,  born  Sept.  29,  1906,  Laurenceville,  Ill.,  mar¬ 
ried  Apr.  20,  1935  to  Glen  Samuel  Wampler. 

V.  8.  Joseph  Elsworth  Zchner.  son  of  Benjamin  (Isaac-Peter-Adam) ,  born 
May  11,  1867,  Laurenceville,  Ill.,  married  twice,  1st,  July  26,  1896,  to  Julia 
Brashear;  died  Oct.  5,  1902;  2nd,  Aug.  14,  1904,  to  Elizabeth. 

Julia’s  children:  VI.  (1.)  Homer  Eugene,  born  Oct.  7,  1897,  died  Mar.  19. 
1903;  (2.)  Clara  Edith,  born  Nov.  18,  1899,  married  Glen  Crouch;  (3.) 
Arthur  Mayo,  born  May  27,  1902,  died  Sept.  10,  1903. 

Elizabeth’s  children:  (4.)  Naomi  Alene,  born  Oct.  22,  1905,  married 
Douglas  Woods;  (5.)  Lillian  Clco,  born  July  17,  1907,  married  J.  Vernon 
Highsmith;  (6.)  Ruth  Evangeline,  born  Feb.  20,  1910;  (7.)  Benjamin  Els¬ 
worth,  born  Feb.  16,  1912. 

VI.  2.  Clara  Edith  Zehner,  born  Nov.  18,  1  899,  Laurenceville,  Ill.,  mar¬ 
ried  Dec.  15,  1924  to  Glen  Crouch.  Children: 

VII.  (1.)  Wayne  Dewey,  born  Nov.  6,  1925;  (2.)  Norma  Jean,  born  Dec. 
5,  1927;  (3.)  Betty  Jo,  born  Aug.  27,  1930. 

VI.  4.  Naomi  Alene  Zehner.  born  Oct.  22,  1905,  Petersburg,  Ind.,  mar¬ 
ried  Feb.  5,  1928  to  Douglas  Woods.  Child:  (VII.  1.)  Nancy  Lee,  born 

June  1,  1931. 
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VI.  5.  Lillian  Cleo  Zchncr,  born  July  17,  1907,  Oak  Glen,  Ill.,  married 
June  1,  1931  to  J.  Vernon  Highsmith.  Children: 

VII.  (1.)  Barbara  Ruth,  born  Mar.  23,  1932;  (2.)  James  Dee,  born  Aug. 
3L  1933;  (3.)  Patsy  Irene. 

*  *  *  * 

V.  9.  Benjamin  Harlan  Zehner,  son  of  Benjamin  (Isaac-Peter-Adam) , 
born  Oct.  18,  1868,  Laurenceville,  Ill.,  married  twice,  1st,  July  10,  1892  to 
Nellie  Gosnell;  died  Mar.  1,  1893;  2nd,  Feb.  27,  1896  to  Laura  Brashear.  Nel¬ 
lie's  child  and  mother  died  at  birth.  Laura's  children: 

VI.  (2.)  Ruby  Inez,  born  May  17,  1897,  married  Edward  H.  DuBois. 

(3.)  Charles  Lyman,  born  Oct.  1  1,  1898,  married  Ruth  Witcher. 

(4.)  James  Owen,  born  Mar.  24,  1902,  married  Aline  Middleton. 

(5.)  Eugene  Field,  born  Mar.  31,  1914,  twin. 

(6.)  Infant  son  a  twin,  died  at  birth. 

VI.  2.  Ruby  Inez  Zehner,  born  May  17,  1897,  Vincennes,  Ind.,  married 
June  24,  1927  to  Edward  Henry  DuBois.  Children: 

VII.  (1.)  James  Edward,  born  Sept.  6,  1928;  (2.)  Don  Richard,  born 
June  23,  1934. 

VI.  3.  Charles  Lyman  Zehner,  born  Oct.  11,  1898,  Coalinga,  Cal.,  mar¬ 
ried  May  10,  1925  to  Ruth  Witcher.  Son:  (VII.  1.)  Charles  Edward,  born 
Feb.  3,  1926. 

VI.  4.  Janies  Owen  Zehner.  born  Mar.  24,  1902,  Avenal,  Cal.,  married 
May  21,  1923  to  Aline  Middleton. 

*  *  *  * 

V.  12.  William  Levi  Zehner,  son  of  Benjamin  (Isaac-Peter-Adam),  born 
July  23,  1874  near  Laurenceville,  Ill.  He  is  a  farmer  and  resides  at  Bruce,  Wis.. 
R.  2.  Married  Aug.  5,  1894  to  Bertha  G.  Delong.  Nine  children: 

VI.  (1.)  Benjamin  Fredrick,  born  May  26,  1895,  married  1st  to  Euphemia 
K.  Coey,  2nd  to  Mrs.  Marie  Robinson: 

(2.)  Sarah  Faye,  born  Jan.  20,  1897,  married  Geo.  O.  Hartingcr. 

(3.)  Willard  Herman,  born  Aug.  2,  1899,  married  Mary  A.  Girard. 

(4.)  Roy  Emro,  born  May  15,  1901,  married  Elizabeth  E.  Matecki. 

(5.)  Robert  Edward,  born  Jan.  12,  1903,  married. 

(6.)  William  Floyd,  born  Sept.  21,  1904,  married  Beatrice  Scott. 

(7.)  Byron  Cecile,  born  June  27,  1906,  married  Anna  Jankin. 

(8.)  Clarence  Ellsworth,  born  Apr.  3,  1909,  married  Hazel  D.  McLean. 

(9.)  Lewis  Howard,  born  Feb.  6,  1911,  married  Ida  M.  Lane. 

VI.  1.  Benjamin  Fredrick  Zehner,  born  May  26,  1895.  at  Bend,  Oregon, 
married  twice,  1st,  May  25,  1917,  to  Euphemia  Katherine  Coey,  died  May  12, 
1927;  2nd,  Mar.  17,  1935  to  Mrs.  Marie  Robinson.  Euphemia’s  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Edith  Lenore,  born  Nov.  9,  1918,  died  Nov.  11,  1918;  (2.) 
George  William,  born  May  15, -1920,  in  Dakota.  Married  Gladys  Rush,  June 
30,  1938;  (3.)  Glenora  Katherine,  born  Apr.  28,  1922;  (4.)  Carl  Allen,  born 
Jan.  27,  1924;  (5.)  Thomas  Fredrick,  born  May  28,  1925. 

VI.  2.  Sarah  Faye  Zehner,  born  Jan.  20,  1897,  at  Bruce,  Wis.,  married 
Apr.  1,  19  1  6.  to  George  O.  Hartingcr.  Two  children:  VII.  (1.)  Leona  Faye, 
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born  Apr.  1,  1917,  at  Bruce  Wis.,  married  Aug.  26,  1935  to  Richard  Elmer 
Brown:  (2.)  Mildred  Lucille,  born  June  25,  1920. 

VI.  3.  Willard  Herman  Zehner,  born  Aug.  2,  1899,  at  Bruce,  Wis.,  mar¬ 
ried  Oct.  30,  1923  to  Mary  Adeline  Girard.  Four  children:  VII.  (1.)  Berne 
Henry,  born  Oct.  18,  1924:  (2.)  Beverly  Doris,  born  Apr.  27,  1926:  (3.) 
Barbara  Mae,  born  June  29,  1928:  (4.)  Budd  Lee,  born  Oct.  10,  1930. 

VI.  4.  Roy  Emro  Zehner,  born  May  15,  1901,  resides  at  1545  Westchester 
Blvd.,  Westchester,  Ill.,  chief  of  police,  married  May  26,  1924  to  Elizabeth  E. 
Matecki.  Four  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Gerard  Willard,  born  Feb.  6,  1925:  (2.)  Lillian  Arbutis,  born 
July  16,  1926:  (3.)  Marian  Alberta,  born  Dec.  5,  1930:  (4.)  Betty  Lou,  born 
Mar.  2,  1933. 

V(I.  6.  William  Floyd  Zehner,  born  Sept.  21,  1904,  resides  at  404  Dallas 
St.,  Auburn,  Ind.,  married  Sept.  29,  1927  to  Beatrice  Scott.  Son:  (VII.  1.) 
Richard  Gerald,  born  July  15,  1928. 

VI.  7.  Byron  Cecil  Zehner,  born  June  27,  1906,  Bruce,  Wis.,  married  Dec. 
31,  1927  to  Anna  Jankcn.  Son:  (VII.  1.)  Raymond  Laurence,  born  Dec.  6, 
1930. 

VI.  8.  Clarence  Elsworth  Zehner,  born  Apr.  3,  1909  at  Bruce,  WiL,  mar¬ 
ried  Nov.  9,  1929  to  Hazel  Dell  McLean.  Son:  (VII.  1.)  Donovan  Edwin, 
born  July  7,  1930. 

VI.  9.  Lewis  Howard  Zehner.  born  Feb.  6,  1911,  Bruce,  Wis.,  married 
Aug.  17,  1931  to  Ida  Mac  Lane.  Five  children : 

VII.  (1.)  Robert  William,  born  Feb.  1,  1932:  (2.)  Coral  Mae,  born  May 
30,  1933; -  (3.)  Marjorie  Ann,  born  June  8,  1934;  (4.)  Donna  Faye,  born 
Mar.  31,  1936;  (5.)  Dennis  Lee,  born  Aug.  13,  1937. 

V.  14.  Emma  Genette  Zehner,  daughter  of  Benjamin  (Isaac-Peter-Adam) , 
born  Feb.  10,  1879,  at  Pinkstaff,  Ill.,  married  Oct.  21,  1900  to  Charles  Valen¬ 
tine  Shaffer.  There  were  nine  children. 

VI.  (1.)  Lcnna  Oval,  born  Feb.  7,  1902,  married  Willard  Wagonseller. 
(2.)  Bernice  Leona,  born  July  1  1,  1904,  married  John  H.  Day. 

(3.)  Infant,  born  dead  Mar,  31,  1906. 

(4.)  Delmas  Ivan,  born  Mar.  26,  1906,  married  Marie  Vaught. 

(5.)  Kermit  Eugene,  born  Sept.  27,  1909,  died  Jan.  28,  1916. 

(6.)  Glen  Aaron,  born  Jan.  23,  1911,  married  Florence  B.  Shinn. 

(7.)  Bonnie  Inez,  born  Oct.  7,  1912,  married  Raymond  D.  Hoshor. 

(8.)  Phillys  Franklin,  born  Sept.  29,  1914,  married. 

(9.)  Carl  Lavern,  born  Aug.  7,  1916,  died  Nov.  3,  1918. 

VI.  1.  Lenna  Oval  Shaffer,  born  Feb.  7,  1902,  Birds  Ill.,  married  Jan.  20, 
1922  to  Willard  Lewis  Wagonseller.  Five  children  were  born: 

VII.  (1.)  Lola  Dale,  born  July  6,  1920;  (2.)  Cleo  Ellen,  born  Dec.  30, 
1922;  (3.)  Mary  Louise,  born  Jan.  1  5,  1925;  (4.)  Bonnie  Irene,  born  Sept. 
21,  1928;  (5.)  Infant  daughter  born  June  6,  1931,  died  at  birth. 

VI.  2.  Bernice  Leona  Shaffer,  born  July  1  1,  1904,  at  Pinkstaff,  Ill.,  mar¬ 
ried  Sept.  12,  1923  to  John  Hughes  Day.  Four  children. 
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VII.  (1.)  Jack  Hughes,  born  May  5,  1924;  (2.)  Philip  Lee,  born  Jan.  25, 
1927;  (3.)  Peggy  Pauline,  born  May  12,  1930;  (4.)  Infant  daughter,  born 
Sept.  27,  1937,  died  at  birth. 

*  *  *  * 

VI.  1.  Delmas  Ivan  Shaffer,  born  Mar.  26,  1906,  at  Laurenceville,  Ill., 
married  Mar.  31,  1929  to  Marie  Vaught.  Five  children: 

.VII.  (1.)  Rosie  Jeanette,  born  Jan.  28,  1930;  (2.)  Winifred  Ann,  born 
Aug.  20,  1931;  (3.)  Robert  Ivan,  born  June  20,  1933;  (4.)  Kenneth  Lee, 
born  Jan.  20,  1935;  (5.)  Marlene  Frances,  born  June  15,  1938. 

VI.  6.  Glen  Aaron  Shaffer,  born  Jan.  23,  1911,  Birds,  Ill.,  married  Mar. 
16,  1935  to  Florence  Beatrice  Shinn.  Two  children: 

VII.  (1.)  William  Joe,  born  Dec.  17,  1935;  (2.)  James  Ray,  born  July 
31.  1938. 

VI.  7.  Bonnie  Inez  Shaffer,  born  Oct.  7,  1912,  at  Peoria,  Ill.,  married 
Dec.  12,  1936  to  Raymond  Dennis  Hoshor. 

V.  19.  Lucy  Frances  Zehncr,  daughter  of  Benjamin  (Isaac-Peter-Adam) , 
born  Feb.  20,  1886,  Laurenceville,  Ill.,  married  Nov.  3,  1907  to  Henry  South. 
Five  children : 

VI.  (L)  Myrtle  Irene,  born  Mar.  14,  1909,  died  Nov.  15,  1916. 

(2.)  Wilbur  Thomas,  born  Sept.  3,  1910,  Laurenceville,  Ill.,  married  Dec. 
1,  1933  to  Helen  H.  Prenitt. 

(3.)  Herschel  Woodrow,  born  May  23,  1912,  married  Madge  Stoltz. 

(4.)  Dorothy  Inez,  born  Sept,  11,  1914,  married  Richard  Beckley. 

(5.)  Virginia,  born  Dec.  27,  1916,  married  Arthur  Doney. 

VI.  3.  Herschel  Woodrow  South,  born  May  23,  1912,  Laurenceville,  Ill., 
married  Apr.  12,  1  936  to  Madge  Stoltz.  One  daughter:  (VII.  1.)  Judith  Ann, 
bom  Jan.  2,  b9L8. 

VI.  4.  Dorothy  Inez  South,  born  Sept.  11,  1914,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  mar¬ 
ried  Oct.  12,  1933,  Richard  Beckley.  Three  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Virginia  Lee,  born  May  26,  1934;  (2.)  Lindy  Lou,  born  Sept. 
25,  1936;  (3.)  Baby  daughter,  born  Sept.  18,  1938. 

VI.  5.  Virginia  South,  born  Dec.  27,  1916,  married  June  3,  1935  to  Ar¬ 
thur  Doney.  One  child,  (VII.  1.)  Jacquelin  Sue,  born  Feb.  16,  1936. 

(Information  furnished  by  Wm.  Levi  Zehncr,  Bruce,  Wis.,  Route  2.) 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


John  Zehner,  2nd  Son  of  Adam  Zehner — 1726 

JOHN  ZEHNER.  (2.),  second  son  of  Adam,  was  born  June  13.  1761, 
Berks  Co.,  Pa.  From  the  Revolutionary  war  records  of  Pa.  Archives  Series 
6,  Vol.  3,  page  891.  “Class  roll  of  Capt.  Christia  Bowman’s  company 
Apr.  3,  1785,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn  Twp.,  from  the  age  of  53  to  18  John 
Zanor  listed  as  a  corporal.  Took  part  in  the  battle  of  Brandywine."  (In  place 
of  his  father).  In  the  Federal  tax  of  1788,  Northampton  Co.,  John  Zehner 
is  listed  as  a  wheelright.  Tax  1  cow  $5.1  1  in  1790.  The  first  census  of  Phil¬ 
adelphia  Co.  lists  a  John  Zaner  as  head  of  a  family  in  a  house  of  three  rooms. 

In  the  Series  3,  Vol.  19,  page  344,  and  Vol.  26,  page  210,  John  Zehner, 
Northampton  Co.,  is  listed  as  a  warrantee  of  250  acres  of  land  from  his  father, 
of  survey  June  6,  1763,  when  his  father  became  blind.  He  was  a  farmer.  He 
married  Barbara  Zimmerman,  daughter  of  Leonard.  He  was  administrator  of 
her  father's  estate.  The  will  is  in  the  1st  book,  seventh  record,  Pottsville, 
Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  1812.  He  was  buried  near  his  father  at  Zion  cemetery  in 
West  Penn  Twp.  On  the  tombstone  it  states:  “John  Zehner  was  born  to 
Adam  and  Maria  Zehner,  June  13,  1761,  died  Dec.  13,  1839,  aged  78  y.  5  m. 
Text:  Solomon’s  Proverbs  14:32."  (In  German.) 

After  John’s  death  his  wife  went  to  Ohio  and  lived  with  her  oldest  daugh¬ 
ter,  Catherine  Balliet.  She  died  Oct.  29,  1844,  aged  78  y.  27  d.  She  is  buried 
near  Mansfield,  Ohio.  There  were  twelve  children: 

III.  (1.)  Catherine,  married  Stephen  Balliet. 

(2.)  Mary  Maria,  92  y.,  married  Jacob  Daubenspeck. 

(3.)  David,  82  y.,  married  Elizabeth  Swartz. 

(4.)  Christina,  84  y.,  married  Abraham  Swartz. 

(5.)  Magdalena  (Molly)  62  y.,  married  Henry  Hauser. 

(6.)  John,  85  y.,  married  Christena  Steigcrwalt. 

(7.)  Henry,  82  y.,  married  Catherine  Stein. 

(8.)  Benjamin,  74  y.,  married  Polly  Horn. 

(9.)  Jacob,  76  y.,  married  Maria  Stein. 

(10.)  Stephen,  69  y.,  single. 

(11.)  Charles,  married  Leah  Karshner.  Dccendants  live  at  Wind¬ 
fall,  Ind. 

(12.)  Solmy,  died  at  the  age  of  ten  days. 

*  *  *  * 

III.  1.  Catherine  Zehner,  daughter  of  John  (Adam),  married  Stephen  Bal¬ 
liet.  There  were  ten  children: 

IV.  (1.)  Benjamin,  single:  (2.)  Nannie,  married  John  Andreas:  (3.)  Jce. 

married - Andreas:  (4.)  Stephen,  married - : - Haverman:  (5.) 

- ,  married  John  Bell:  (6.)  Catherine,  married  David  Bell:  (7.)  Leon¬ 
ard,  married  Judith  Hoppes,  (My  father’s  aunt)  ;  (8.)  Harry,  married  - 
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Lichty;  (9.)  David,  married  1st,  Leah  Swartz,  2nd, - ;  (10.) 

Mary,  married  Levi  Ross. 

III.  2.  Mary  Maria  Zehner,  daughter  of  John  (Adam),  married  Jacob 
Daubenspeck.  To  them  were  born  ten  children: 

IV.  (1.)  Solomon,  married  Druzile  Henry;  (2.)  William,  married - 

Schustei;  (3.)  Phillip,  married;  (4.)  Molly,  married  -  Arner;  (3.) 

- ,  married  -  Eberts;  (6.)  - ,  married  -  Wertman; 

(7.)  - ,  married - Wertman;  (8.)  - ,  married - Wert¬ 
man;  (9.)  - ,  married  Michael  Kramer;  (10.)  - ,  married  Daniel 

Ohl. 


All  of  these  people  live  in  Pennsylvania  except  Solomon  and  William  who 
went  to  Ohio. 

*  *  *  * 


III.  3.  David  Zehner,  son  of  John  (Adam),  born  May  1792,  Schuylkill 
Co.,  Pa.,  died  Jan.  9,  1874,  Dale,  Wis.,  married  Elizabeth  Swartz,  born  Dec. 
1800,  died  June  9.  1866.  David  moved  to  Ohio  in  1839,  and  moved  to  Dale, 
Wis.,  .in  1853.  He  was  a  cooper  by  trade.  Eight  children: 

IV.  (1.)  Abraham,  married  Maria  (Polly)  Zehner,  born  Apr.  19,  1817. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Peter,  son  of  Peter- Adam;  (2.)  David,  married  Pris¬ 
cilla  Leiby,  born  Jan.  20,  1826;  (3.)  Catherine,  married  John  Stein;  (4.) 
Maria  (Polly)  married  John  Zehner,  born  May.  1,1817.  He  was  the  son  of 
Peter,  son  of  Peter-Adam;  (5.)  Fannie,  twin,  married  Cornelius  Koontz;  (6.) 
Christina,  twin,  married  Stephen  Balliet,  born  Oct.  5,  1826;  (7.)  Hannah, 
born  June  24,  1833,  married  Martin  Deigal,  born  Apr.  5,  1833;  (8.)  Eliza¬ 
beth.  married  Philip  Baum.  The  only  one  who  remained  in  Ohio. 

III.  4.  Christina  Zehner,  daughter  of  John  (Adam),  married  Abraham 
Swartz.  To  them  were  born  nine  children: 

IV.  (1.)  Daniel,  married  Elizabeth  Stillwagon;  (2.)  Christina,  married 
John  Snider;  (3.)  Rebecca,  married  Solomon  Balliet;  (4.)  Abraham,  married 
Caroline  Balliet;  (5.)  Mary,  married  Stephen  Ohl;  (6.)  John,  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Smith;  (7.)  Jacob,  married  Sarah  Balliet;  (8.)  Annie,  married  John  Bal- 
lict;  (9.)  Lavina,  married  Thomas  Clark. 

III.  5.  Magdalena  (Molly)  Zehner,  daughter  of  John,  (Adam),  married 
Henry  Hauser;  lived  in  Ind.  Twelve  children.  IV.  (1.)  David;  (2.)  Gideon, 
married  Hannah  Leiby.  (Gideon’s  son,  David  Hauser,  married  Saloma  Har- 
tung  of  Garrett,  Ind.  Her  mother  was  Lydia  Hoppes  Hartung,  daughter  of 
Christian,  son  of  John  Michael  Hoppes)  ;  (3.)  Abraham;  (4.)  Jonathan;  (5.) 
Charles;  (6.)  Henry;  (7.)  Moses,  died  in  Pa. ;  (8.)  Paul,  died  Pa. ;  (9.)  Anna; 
(10.)  Polly;  (11.)  Rebecca;  (12.)  Lydia.  No  record  of  whom  these  children, 
1  and  3  to  12,  married. 

III.  (6.)  Johannes  Zehner,  son  of  John  (Adam),  died  aged  85,  a  cooper, 
Lutheran,  buried  Zion  church  cemetery.  West  Penn  Twp.,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa., 
married  Christena  Steigerwalt.  Six  children,  born  in  Pennsylvania. 

IV.  (1.)  Moses,  married  Christena  Swartz,  his  cousin's  daughter.  They 
lived  at  Mansfield,  Ohio.  They  had  six  children:  (2.)  Solomon,  married  Mary 
Poe,  and  lived  at  Live  Oak  Harbor,  Ohio;  (3.)  William  and  the  rest  remained 
in  Pa.;  (4.)  Hattie;  (5.)  Gideon.  (6.)  John  S. 
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III.  7.  Henry  Zehner,  son  of  John  (Adam),  married  Catherine  Stein.  He 
was  a  mason  and  could  make  baskets  and  weave  the  seats  in  splint  bottom 
chairs. 

*  *  *  * 

III.  8.  Benjamin  Zehner,  son  of  John  (Adam),  married  Polly  Horn.  There 
were  twelve  children: 

IV.  (1.)  Solomon,  married  Mary  Poe,  Oak  Harbor,  Ohio:  (2.)  Cadilla, 
married  Joel  Kleckner;  (3.)  Nathan,  married  Polly  Miller:  (4.)  Levi,  married 
Betsy  Hauser.  He  owned  and  lived  on  Adam’s  homestead;  (5.)  Timothy,  mar¬ 
ried  Sarah  Kistler;  (6.)  Salinda,  married  Henry  Helfrich;  (7.)  Hannah,  mar¬ 
ried  Isaac  Mantz;  (8.)  Charles,  married  Caroline  Gerber.  Two  sons  were 
doctors:  (9.)  Thomas,  married  Caroline  Bcnnigoff.  (Owned  the  John  Zehner 
homestead  of  his  grandfather);  (10.)  Mary  (Polly),  married  Lewis  Mantz; 
(11.)  Massida,  married  Jonas  Frantz;  (12.)  Amanda,  married  David  Gerber. 

The  above  is  unusual  as  all  grew  up  and  all  had  children  and  all  living, 
1897.  On  tombstone  Zion  church  West  Penn  Twp.,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  this: 

“Polly,  wife  Benjamin  Zehner,  born  (Horn),  born  May  1,  1808,  died  Oct. 
9,  1892,  aged  84  y.  5  m.  8  d.  Benjamin  Zehner,  born  Sept.  23,  1802,  died 
Mar.  28,  1877."  Their  son  was  buried  at  the  same  cemetery. 

IV.  3.  Nathan  Zehner,  Private  Co.  D.,  173  Reg.,  Pa.  Inft.,  born  Dec.  12, 
1829,  died  Jan.  9,  1903,  aged  75  y.  28  d.  Mary,  wife  of  Nathan  Zehner,  born 
Miller,  born  July  23,  1830,  died  Dec.  4,  1890,  aged  60  y.  4  m.  and  8  d. 

IV.  8.  Charles  Zehner,  son  Benjamin  (John-Adam),  born  Aug.  28,  1841, 
West  Penn  Twp.,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  farmer,  married  Caroline  Gerber,  died 
July  13,  1904.  There  were  nine  children: 

V.  (1.)  Ellen  Jane,  born  Dec.  2,  1862,  married,  1st,  Isaac  Kistler,  physi¬ 
cian,  2nd,  Wm.  J.  Kunkel,  farmer;  (2.)  David  Ellsworth,  born  June  30,  1864, 
married  Kemner,  dairyman;  (3.)  Benjamin  Valentine,  born  Dec.  23,  1866, 
died  Jan.  15,  1869;  (4.)  Charles  Franklin,  born  Jan.  13,  1869,  married  Kem¬ 
ner,  farmer,  died  April  7,  1905;  (5.)  Wm.  Henry,  born  Jan.  17,  1871,  married 
Shcllhammer,  M.  D. ;  (6.)  Thomas  Milton,  born  July  26,  1872,  married  Beltz 
Tavern;  (7.)  John  Amos,  born  Oct.  20,  1874,  married  Schaeffer,  farmer. 

(8.)  Samuel  Tilden,  born  June  6,  1876,  married  Ida  Zimmerman,  physi¬ 
cian;  (9.)  James  Richard,  bom  Jan.  13,  1  879,  died  Dec.  6,  1881. 

All  these  children  were  born  in  W.  Penn  Twp.,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa. 

V.  4.  Charles  Franklin  Zehner,  son  of  Charles  (Benjamin-John-Adam) , 
born  Jan.  13,  1869  West  Penn  Twp.,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.  Married  Mar.  3, 
1895  to  Catherine  Christina  Kemner,  daughter  of  Mathias;  farmer,  died  Apr. 
7,  1905.  Their  children : 

VI.  (1.)  Adam  Andrew,  born  Apr. -29,  1896,  married  Zeigler,  accountant; 
(2.)  Charles  Franklin,  born  Oct.  5,  1900,  died  Oct.  14,  1900;  (3.)  Thomas 
Franklin,  born  Dec.  30,  1901,  married  Simmons,  professor;  (4.)  Wm.  Kemner 
Stump,  born  Aug.  14,  1913,  Tamaqua,  Pa.,  forester.. 

VI.  1.  Adam  Andrew  Zehner,  son  of  Charles  F'ranklin  (Charles-Benjamin- 
John-Adam),  born  Apr.  29,  1896,  West  Penn  Twp.,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  mar¬ 
ried  July  18,  1918,  to  Isabella  Rebecca  Zeigler,  daughter  Daniel  D.,  accountant. 
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Children : 

VII.  ( 1 .)_  Richard  Franklin,  born  Oct.  8,  1920;  (2.)  Luther  Rolland,  born 
Feb.  21,  1923;  (3.)  Kathryn  May,  born  Nov.  7,  1926.  All  were  born  at  949 
N.  9th  St,  Reading.  Pa. 

V,  8.  Dr.  Samuel  T.  Zehner,  son  of  Charles  (Benjamin-John-Adam) , 
graduate  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  married  Ida  Zimmerman,  daughter  Alfred  (Thom- 
as-Samuel-Leonard) .  Live  at  Reading,  Pa.  Attended  Indiana  reunion,  1937. 
Children ; 

VI.  (1.)  Loraine  Alfred,  clerk  Reading  railroad;  (2.)  Vera,  a  teacher;  (3.) 
George  S.,  insurance;  (4.)  Harold  H.,  D.  D.  S.  graduate  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.; 
(5.)  Woodrow,  teacher  of  Latin.  Married;  one  son,  born  July  6,  1939;  Dr. 
Samuel's  first  grandson. 

*  *  *  * 

III.  9.  Jacob  Zehner,  son  of  John  (Adam) ,  born  Mar.  3,  1  805,  West  Penn 
Twp.,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  died  July  1881,  married  Maria  Stein,  born  Sept. 
19,  1807,  Lehigh  Co.,  Pa.  They  moved  to  Ashland  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1835.  They 
were  there  six  vreeks  when  their  first  child  John  was  born.  In  1846  they  moved 
to  Medina  Co.,  Ohio.  All  their  children  were  Ohioans.  Two  little  girls  died 
in  one  day,  one  in  the  morning,  the  other  in  the  evening.  They  were  buried  in 
one  grave.  They  lost  three  other  girls  also.  One  of  whom  was  Rebecca,  four 
years  old.  She  caught  fire  from  a  burning  brush  pile,  when  they  were  clearing 
up  their  new  home  in  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1847,  and  died  from  the  burns. 

Jacob  was  a  strong  Lutheran.  His  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Reformed 
church,  but  attended  church  with  her  husband.  Think  she  never  united  with 
his  church.  The  three  oldest  children,  John,  David  and  Jacob  were  catechized 
in  the  Reformed  church,  while  the  three  younger  ones  were  Lutherans. 

Jacob  was  supple,  even  while  well  along  in  years.  Lie  could  jump  up, 
touch  the  ceiling,  and  click  his  heels  together  three  times  before  he  touched  the 
floor.  Not  many  could  do  it  once.  He  was  quite  a  wrestler  also..  One  time  a 
big  bully  had  picked  on  a  little  man,  and  a  crowd  had  formed  a  ring.  Jacob 
said,  “Why  don't  you  take  some  one  your  size  if  you  want  to  fight?"  The 
fellow  then  dared  Jacob  to  come  out.  Jacob  soon  gave  him  the  thrashing  he 
deserved  and  the  fellow  was  ready  to  say  “enough."  Jacob  was  a  good  kindly 
man  and  not  of  a  fighting  disposition,  but  he  was  ever  ready  to  defend  a  weaker 
one.  Jacob  had  a  saw  mill  and  was  a  stone  mason  and  plasterer  by  trade.  Ret- 
ta's  grandfather.  Eleven  children. 

IV.  (1.)  John,  married  Mary  E.  Koons;  (2.)  Catherine,  died  Apr.  11, 
1839;  (3.)  Elizabeth,  died  Apr.  1  1,  1839;  (4.)  David,  married  Rebecca  Drei- 
belbis;  (5.)  Mary  Ann,  died  Mar.  27,  1852;  (6.)  Jacob  H.,  married  Elizabeth 
J.  Norton, — Retta’s  father;  (7.)  Rebecca,  died  from  burns  Jan.  20,  1847,  aged 
four  years;  (8.)  Barbara,  died  Jan.  20,  1843;  (9.)  Angeline,  married  Wm.  F. 
Baughman;  (10.)  Henry,  died,  married  Elizabeth  J.  Rex;  (11.)  Maria,  married 
W.  F.  Westaver. 

IV.  1.  John  Zehner,  son  of  Jacob  (John-Adam),  born  June  9,  1835  near 
Paradise  Hill,  Ashland  Co.,  Ohio,  married  Mary  E.  Koons,  born  in  Pa.  There 
were  seven  children  born  to  them;  V.  (1.)  Laura,  deceased,  married  John 
Baughman;  (2.)  Julia,  single;  (3.)  Wm.  Ellsworth,  married  Emma  Mathes: 
(4.)  W.  Sherman,  married  Nellie  Barch;  (5.)  Emma,  married  Frank  English; 
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(6.)  Orinda  Alice,  married  Frank  Culler;  (7.)  John  Franklin,  married  Nellie 
Chandler. 

V.  (3.)  William  Ellsworth,  married  Emma  Mathes.  Four  children: 
(VI.  1.)  Zoc,  married  Hiram  Snyder,  five  children;  (2.)  Marjory,  married 
Ralph  Findley;  (3.)  Mary,  married  Robert  Girm;  (4.)  John  Hobart,  died,  mar¬ 
ried  Lavonnc  Fullerton,  three  children. 

V.  4.  Washington  Sherman  Zehner,  married  Nellie  Barch,  (Burch).  W. 
Sherman  was  in  the  mercantile  business,  operating  a  grocery  store,  and  was  a 
partner  in  the  Greely  and  Co.  flour  mill,  now  not  in  operation.  He  runs  a  gar¬ 
age  at  West  Salem,  Ohio.  A  son,  (VI.  1.)  Burch  Everett,  married  Margaret  Mc- 
Nee;  one  son,  (VII.  1.)  Eugene. 

V.  5.  Emma  Zehner  married  Frank  English.  One  child,  Helen,  married 
Sonner.  They  had  one  child,  Mary  Jane. 

V.  6.  Orinda  Alice  (Linnie)  Zehner,  died,  married  Frank  O.  Culler.  Two 
sons:  (VI.  1.)  Burton,  married  Myrtle  Henry;  (2.)  Harry,  married  Hallie 
Schaub. 

V.  7.  John  Franklin  Zehner,  married  Nellie  Chandler.  He  was  for  many 
years  a  postal  clerk  from  Chicago  to  Kansas  City.  Three  children:  (VI.  1.) 
Chandler.  (2.)  Ruth,  married;  (3.)  Name  unknown. 

IV.  4.  David  Zehner,  son  of  Jacob  (John-Adam) ,  married  Rebecca  Drei- 

bilblis.  There  were  seven  children:  V.  (1.)  Loy;  (2.)  Cora,  married  - 

Carter;  (3.)  Della,  married  James  McCoy;  (4.)  David  Laclede,  and  (5.)  Myr¬ 
tle,  died  from  yellow  fever  in  Florida,  in  the  epidemic  of  1889;  (6.)  Hattie, 
married  Martin  H.  Beard;  (7.)  Augusta,  married  Dalton  Bickford. 

*  *  *  * 

IV.  6.  Jacob  H.  Zehner,  son  of  Jacob  (John-Adam),  married  Elizabeth 
J.  Norton.  He  was  a  farmer  until  his  health  failed  with  rheumatism.  Then  he 
went  into  the  mercantile  business  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  also  postmas¬ 
ter  while  he  was  in  the  store  at  Homerville,  Ohio.  One  child. 

V.  (1.)  Henrietta,  (Retta),  1st  and  only  secretary  of  the  Ohio  Zehner  Rela¬ 
tive  Society,  Homerville,  Ohio,  U.  S.  route  224,  Benjamin  Franklin  highway. 

The  Ohio  reunion  was  organized  partly  through  a  visit  of  Joseph  B.  Zehner 
of  near  Mifflin,  O.,  now  of  Flushing,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.  He  was  riding  a 
bicycle  from  his  home  to  visit  some  of  his  mother’s  relatives  at  Chatham  and 
LeRoy,  O.  Fie  went  through  West  Salem  and  met  Rctta's  uncle  John.  He  told 
them  of  his  brothers  Jacob  and  Henry  living  at  Homerville  and  called  on  them 
and  told  them  of  the  many  Zehners  near  Mifflin.  He  thought  it  would  be  nice 
to  have  a  reunion.  It  was  organized  Oct.  23,  1897.  No  one  came  from  Mifflin 
but  Joseph  and  his  sister.  They  came  when  the  meeting  was  about  over  and 
went  home  with  Jacob,  Rctta’s  father,  and  stayed  over  night.  It  was' decided 
to  hold  a  reunion  of  Zehner  Relative  Society  the  first  T  hursday  of  June,  1898, 
at  the  home  of  Peter  Zehner  near  Mifflin,  home’ of  Joseph’s  father.  It  was  the 
largest  reunion  they  have  ever  held,  there  were  about  400  relatives  and  friends 
present,  the  officers  were: 

President, _ W.  E.  Zehner,  West  Salem,  O. 

Vice  President _ J.  H.  Zehner,  Homerville,  O. 

Secretary _ _ _ Retta  Zehner.  Homerville,  O. 
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Treasurer _ Maria  Westover,  West  Salem,  O. 

Historian _ Joseph  B.  Zehner,  Mifflin,  O. 

Retta  is  widely  known  among  Zehner  families,  having  a  part  in  the  history 
sent  to  me  and  copied  by  A.  A.  Zehner  of  Reading,  Pa.,  from  her  scrap  book. 
She  is  nice  looking,  has  a  sweet  personality  and  proud  her  name  is  Zehner,  as 
all  she  knew  of  her  name  are  good  law  abiding  citizens.  Not  that  she  did  not 
have  plenty  opportunities,  but  just  that  she  never  found  a  better  name  than 
Zehner. 

IV.  9.  Angeline  Zehner,  daughter  of  Jacob  (John-Adam),  married  Wil¬ 
liam  Francis  Baughman.  There  were  five  children:  VI.  (1.)  Irene  B.,  married 
A.  Clyde  Snoddy;  (2.)  Flora,  single,  (deceased);  (3.)  Clyde  F.,  single;  (4.) 
Sherman  L.,  single;  (5.)  Rilla,  married  Noble  L.  Rumbaugh. 

IV.  10.  Henry  Zehner,  son  of  Jacob  (John-Adam),  married  Elizabeth  J. 
Rex.  Nine  children: 

V.  (1.)  Hattie,  single,  (deceased);  (2.)  Clara,  married  Herman  Walter; 
(3.)  Noble,  married  Rilla  Simmers;  (4.)  Nellie,  married  J.  Clyde  Schaffer;  (3.) 
Fannie,  (deceased)  ;  (6.)  Hazel,  married  Frank  Rook;  (7.)  Mabel,  married 
Glen  Brinkerhoff ;  (8.)  Stanley  Rex,  (deceased)  ;  (9.)  Lily,  married  1st,  Lee 
McGimncss,  2nd,  Roy  Click. 

IV.  1 1.  Maria  Zehner,  daughter  of  Jacob  (John-Adam),  married  W.  Frank 
Westaver,  1938;  Frank  was  90  years  of  age  and  the  only  one  living  of  the 
in-laws.  Five  children:  V.  (1.)  Minnie,  married  Edwin  Garver;  (2.) 
Infant  son,  deceased;  (3.)  John  H.,  married  Viola  Kiplinger.  One 
child;  (4.)  Rollie,  deceased;  (5.)  Orrie  B.,  married  Roy  McDaniel.  Two 
children. 

III.  11.  Charles  Zehner,  son  of  John  (Adam),  married  Leah  Karshner. 
There  were  five  children: 

IV.  (1.)  Matilda,  married  John  Webber.  Five  children;  (2.)  Daniel,  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Portland;  (3.)  John  H.,  married  Rosanna  Davis.  Four  children; 
(4.)  Catherine,  married  Henry  Bazell;  (5.)  Aaron  H.,  married  Jane  Alley. 

These  Zehncrs  lived  at  Windfall,  Ind.,  and  were  the  wealthiest  farmers  in 
that  section  of  the  stare. 

IV.  1.  Matilda  and  John  Webber’s  children:  V.  (1.)  Charles,  deceased; 
(2.)  Samuel,  Indianapolis,  Ind.;  (3.)  Josephine  Webber  Chamberlain,  Cicero, 
Ind.;  (4.)  Wilda,  married - Palmer;  (5.)  John  Webber,  Windfall,  Ind. 

One  daughter  of  Wilda,  a  nurse,  was  trained  at  St.  Joseph  Hospital,  Mish¬ 
awaka,  Ind. 

IV.  2.  Daniel  Zehner,  son  of  Charles  (John-Adam),  born  1836  at  Tarn- 
aqua,  Pa.,  died  1916.  When  but  a  boy  he  was  moved  to  Ohio.  He  married 
Mary  Portland.  One  son,  William  was  born  at  Van  Wert,  Ohio.  The  family 
moved  to  Kansas  when  he  was  8  or  10  years  of  age.  A.  number  of  children 
were  born  to  them  there.  In  1935,  William  was  73  years  of  age,  and  still  active 
in  business.  His  daughter,  Mary  Zehner  Carlton  lives  at  6720  Gulf  Drive,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas. 

From  the  American  Compendium  of  Geneology:  “Educated  in  St.  Mary's 
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college  and  Texas  Baptist  University;  member  I.  A.  G.;  Episcopal;  Democrat; 
born  May  17,  1890  at  Cherryvale,  Kan.” 

IV.  3.  John  H.  Zehner,  son  of  Charles  (John-Adam),  born  May  28, 
1839,  died  Mar.  8,  1901,  married  Rosanna  Davis,  Lima,  Ohio,  in  1867.  Four 
children: 

V.  (1.)  Walter,  deceased;  (2.)  John  Otto,  Windfall,  Ind.;  (3.)  Bertha, 
married  Harris,  Windfall,  Ind.;  (4.)  Leah,  married  Summers,  Windfall,  Ind. 

IV.  5.  Aaron  H.  Zehner,  son  of  Charles  (John-Adam),  died  Aug.  13, 
1913,  married  Jane  Alley  who  died  Oct.  16,  1936,  Windfall,  Ind.  Children: 

V.  (1.)  Iva,  died  1871,  aged  5  years;  (2.)  Lillian,  born  1880,  single. 
Windfall,  Ind;  (3.)  Daniel  C.,  born  1873.  Twice  married:  1st  to  Ida  Maes- 
ton,  died  1907.  One  son:  VI.  (1.)  Henry,  R.  F.  D.  mail  carrier,  Windfall, 
Ind.,  married  Ellen  Allmdorf.  One  child,  Ann.  Daniel’s  2nd  marriage  to 
Pearl  McKnight,  of  Lincoln,  Ill.  Two  children:  VI.  (2.)  Woodrow,  born 
1919;  (3.)  Imogene,  born  1921. 

D.  C.  and  S.  J.  Zehner  have  a  department  store  over  50  years.  Buy  any¬ 
thing,  sell  everything.  Windfall,  Ind. 

—  (By  Retta  Zehner.) 
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Zehner  -  Balliet  -  Hoppes 

* 

CATHERINE  ZEHNER  (III.  1),  daughter  of  John,  son  of  Adam  Zeh¬ 
ner,  married  Stephen  Balliet.  To  them  were  born  ten  children: 

'IV.  (1)  Benjamin  Balliet,  single;  (2)  Nannie  Balliet  married  John 

Andreas;  (3)  Joseph  Balliet  married  - Andreas;  (4)  Stephen  Bal- 

lict  married  -  Haveman;  (5)  -  Balliet  married  John 

Bell;  (6)  Catherine  Balliet  married  David  Bell;  (7)  Leonard  Balliet  married 

Judith  Hoppes;  (8)  Harry  Balliet  married  -  Lichty;  (9)  David 

Balliet  married  1st  Leah  Swartz  (had  four  wives — the  last  I  heard  from  him 
was  Dec.  1  1,  1906);  (10)  Mary  Balliet  married  Levi  Ross. 

IV.  7.  Leonard  Balliet  was  born  Dec.  2 1 ,  1 8  1 5,  and  died  Sept.  14,  1911, 
aged  95y-8m-23d.  He  was  born  in  Northampton  Co.,  Pa.  He  grew  to  man¬ 
hood,  and  engaged  in  blacksmithing  and  powder  making.  He  was  married, 
Apr.  3,  1836,  to  Judith  Hoppes  of  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.  She  died  Nov.  28, 
1906.  When  they  were  married  they  built  a  new  hog  trough,  brought  it  into 
the  house  and  made  her  older  sister  Hester  (Mrs.  Solomon  Zehner)  dance  in  it. 

They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  Mrs.  Catharine  Shively,  Josiah  of 
Buycrus,  Leonard  H.,  of  near  Sycamore,  Ohio,  and  three  who  preceded  him  in 
death,  Amanda,  Stephen,  and  Emanuel.  Amanda  married  John  Amlin.  He 
died  Dec.  1906  in  a  hospital  at  Crookston,  Minn. 

After  Leonard’s  marriage  he  moved  to  Ashland  Co.,  where  he  resided  six 
years.  He  then  moved  to  Richland  Co.  and  engaged  in  milling.  He  went  to 
Wyandot  Co.,  Ohio,  Eden  Twp.  in  1  865,  and  purchased  a  farm,  on  which  he 
resided  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and,  perhaps,  the  oldest  pioneer  citizen 
of  Wyandot  Co.  Uncle  Leonard,  as  he  was  familiarly  known,  was  a  member 
of  the  German  Reformed  church,  and  “one  who  was  known  and  respected  all 
over  the  county”  (Upper  Sandusky  Republican).  When  he  could  not  attend 
the  Ohio  Zehner  Relative  Society,  May  10,  1900,  Lonard  wrote  a  little  sketch 
about  the  Zehners; 

“I  guess  they  are  a  pretty  good  looking  set  when  they  are  all  together.  I 
can  take  it  myself,  and  I  am  only  a  half  one,  but  my  mother  was  a  full  blooded 
Zehner,  and  she  knew  how  to  raise  boys.  She  cooked  a  great  many  snitz  and 
gnep  (apples  and  dumplings)  and  no  stronger  boys  could  be  found  than  she 
raised.  Only  David  and  I  are  left  any  more. 

“I  guess  Adam  Zehner  had  a  hard  time  to  start  up  in  America.  They  must 
have  lived  good  Christians  as  they  went  fifteen  miles  to  church,  over  the  Blue 
Mountains.  One  time  his  horses  were  taken  by  the  Indians,  and  he  was  gone 
four  days  until  he  had  them  again.  Adam  must  have  had  a  different  hide  than 
we  have  as  an  Indian  bullet  would  not  go  through  it.  He  was  bullet  proof. 

“My  grandpa  John,  son  of  Adam  Zehner,  had  a  still  house  in  which  he 
made  apple  jack.  Oh!  I  wish  I  had  a  barrel  now,  I  would  treat  everyone  that 


Forty -seven 


THE  FIRST  ZEHNER-HOPPES  FAMILY  HISTORY 


would  come  to  see  me.  Oh!  I  would  like  to  see  you  all.  I  will  write  to 
Indiana  to  Joseph  and  William  Zehner.”  (Leonard  Balliet). 

When  I  was  a  little  girl  Uncle  Leonard  visited  us  at  Sligo,  Ind.  He  was 
very  jolly  and  supple.  He  would  somersault  across  two  large  rooms  and  back 
several  times.  Then  he  would  place  his  knife  his  height,  then  kick  above  it  a 
number  of  times,  one  after  the  other.  He  advised  father  to  do  the  same  to 
keep  young. 

His  daughter,  Catharine,  and  a  small  son  were  on  a  trip  east  and  visited 
us  at  Plymouth,  Ind.  My  mother  and  her  daughter  Saloma  Rebecca  visited 
them  in  1884.  They  had  an  outdoor  dutch  oven,  the  first  Saloma  had  ever 
seen.  They  placed  bread  on  ashes  to  bake,  then  trimmed  the  bottom  off  at  the 
table.  They  were  large  loaves  and  fine  bread.  My  mother  with  daughter, 
Salena  Margaret,  visited  them  in  1895,  both  times  on  her  way  to  visit  relatives 
in  Pa.  When  she  made  the  latter  trip,  Sycamore  was  the  post  office  and  Navada, 
Ohio,  was  the  railroad  station.  Uncle  met  them.  He  drove  two  beautiful 
large  fat  horses. 

At  that  time  Catharine  was  a  widow,  and  her  son  was  twelve  years  old. 
They  were  working  on  the  farm  for  uncle  for  one  dollar  a  week  and  their 
board.  She  stayed  with  her  parents  seventeen  years  and  took  good  care  of  them. 
Her  father  lived  five  years  after  her  mother  had  died.  For  eighteen  months  he 
was  in  bed  unable  to  sit  up.  He  suffered  a  great  deal,  and  the  last  three  months 
he  had  to  be  cared  for  as  a  baby.  But  Catharine  said  he  was  so  good  and  kind 
through  all  those  years  and  during  his  illness.  When  old  age  had  overtaken 
him  he  wished  to  go  to  dwell  with  those  who  had  gone  before  and  were  wait¬ 
ing  for  him.  Her  son  had  died,  and  was  buried  at  Sycamore,  Ohio.  Her 
daughters  were  married  and  after  the  estate  was  settled  she  went  west  to  them. 

VI.  One  daughter  married  John  Miller,  Plankington,  South  Dakota. 

One  daughter  married  Arthur  Weiser,  Grimes,  Iowa. 

One  daughter  married  Sime  Kurtz,  Hazclton,  North  Dakota. 

One  daughter  married  James  Baker,  Delmont,  South  Dakota. 

One  granddaughter  married  Charles  Corde,  Bulver,  Texas. 

Paul  Balliet  seems  to  have  had  two  sons,  John  Jacob  and  Stephen,  whose 
record  we  have  in  the  Pa.  Archives  Series  6,  Vol.  6,  page  9.  According  to  note 
22,  Paul  was  born  in  Alsace  in  1717  and  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Sept. 
11,  1738.  He  kept  a  tavern  at  Ballietsville  for  many  years.  He  married  Maria 
Magdalena  Wotring  of  Lorraine,  France,  and  died  March  19,  1777.  He  was 
a  delegate  to  the  Reformed  church  Coetus  (Classes)  held  at  Lancaster  in  1767. 
The  records  show  an  attempt  to  translate  the  German  into  English. 

In  records  of  Lehigh  Co.  Egypt  Reformed  church. 

“Paylet,  John  Jacob,  8  years,  sprinkled  son  of  Paulus  Paylet  and  wife 
Marian  Magdalena,  B.  Dec.  23,  1750,  bap. — sponsors,  Jacob  Meckle,  and  Lucy 
Flickinger." 

“Paljet,  - ,  child  of  Paulus  Paljet  and  wife  Marian  Magdalena, 

born  July  28,  1752,  bap. — sponsors,  Petor,  son  of  Ulrich  Burckhalter,  and 
Maria,  daughter  of  Jacob  Kennel,  both  single  from  Egypt  Reformed  church.” 

*  *  *  * 

“Balliet,  Johannes,  son  Juns  Balliet  and  wife  Elizabeth,  born  October  26, 
bap.  November  25,  sponsors,  Juns  Mueckly  and  wife  Eva  Catharina.” 
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John  Jacob  Mickley  landed  in  Philadelphia  on  August  28,  1733,  when, 
according  to  the  ship’s  records,  he  was  22  years  old.  In  signing  the  oath  of 
allegiance  he  wrote  his  name  Muckli.  He  settled  in  Whitehall  township  and 
married  Elizabeth  Barbara  Burghalter  and  died  in  August  1769.  Two  of  his 
children  were  killed  by  the  Indians  on  the  memorable  October  8,  1  763. 

The  other  son  of  Paul  Balliet,  referred  to  was  Stephen.  In  the  same  Series  6 
Vol.  6,  page  141,  we  read  that  Stephen  Balliet,  son  of  Paul  Balliet,  was 
born  in  1733.  In  Dec.  1776,  he  was  a  lieut. -colonel  in  the  Revolutionary 
army,  and  in  1781  colonel.  In  1783  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  supreme 
executive  council  for  a  term  of  three  years;  and  in  1789  a  member  of  the  house 
of  representatives.  In  1  797  he  was  appointed  revenue  collector  for  the  second 
district  of  Pa.  He  married  Magdalena  Burkhalter  and  died  August  4,  1821. 

In  “Skizzen  Aus  dem  Lecha  Thai”  we  read  that  in  “the  fall  of  1781  Chris¬ 
topher  Balliet,  a  colonel,  shielded  the  settlers  from  the  Indians  three  months. 
In  the  same  German  book  we  read,  that  just  fifty  years  ago  it  was  written 
Benjamin  Balliet,  twenty-year-old  son  of  Stephen  Balliet,  was  at  Leighton. 
He  was  stabbed  by  an  Icelander  and  died.  He  wanted  to  help  an  elderly  man 
by  the  name  of  Musselman  who  was  nearly  killed  by  the  Icelander  and  he 
himself  died  from  the  stab.  It  said  in  the  paper  “Friedcnbote”  (a  church 
paper)  that  Michel  Brady  was  5  ft.  8  in.  high,  had  dark  skin,  and  black  hair. 
This  Brady  stabbed  my  son  on  the  25th  of  May  twice  in  the  neck,  once  in  the 
shoulder,  he  died  May  30,  1733.  In  1733  Brady  worked  in  a  coal  mine  at 
camp  Mol-Chunk.  The  head,  men  at  camp  said  he  was  a  schumph  (scamp). 
Then  May  29th  he  fled.  They  offered  $50  to  anyone  who  would  deliver  him 
to  his  home  or  at  the  jail  at  Caston,  Pa.  It  was  signed  Stephen  Balliet.  Some 
time  afterwards  this  Brady  was  caught  and  put  in  jail,  tried  and  sent  to  prison 
for  five  years. 

“In  the  German  book  are  sketches  of  the  Lecha  (Lehigh)  valley  of  Pa.  An 
offspring  of  Jacob  Balliet  had  written  in  1  833  of  the  Balliet  family.  The  his¬ 
tory  of  these  Germans  was  very  interesting  but  much  of  it  has  been  forgotten. 
In  the  year  of  1686  the  edict  of  Ludweg  XIV  went  out  that  all  must  give  up 
the  Protestant  religion.  It  took  all  their  religious  freedom  from  them,  yes, 
more  than  that.  He  tried  to  compel  them  to  become  Catholics.  He  would 
have  them  murdered  and  killed  if  they  would  not  swear  to  leave  the  Protestant 
religion.  The  soldiers  would  call  at  their  homes  and  take  them.  At  one  time 
they  had  gathered  some  together  to  murder.  Jacob  Balliet  was  among  them. 
He  slipped  away  and  escaped  and  went  home,  gathered  a  few  things,  then  he 
and  his  wife  took  the  small  children  on  their  backs  and  left  all  their  property 
behind  and  fled  eight  hundred  miles  away.  They  arrived  at  Schalbach,  a  Pro¬ 
testant  village.  Here  they  built  a  house  which  is  still  standing  (1833).  Peter 
Balliet  lives  in  it  at  this  time.  After  Jacob  Balliet  settled  at  Schalbach,  hun¬ 
dreds  of  other  people  came  to  the  place.  They  had  a  Reformed  minister  with 
freedom  of  religion  and  conscionce,  and  here  they  found  what  the  Lord  had 
promised  in  Matthew  19:29.  “And  everyone  that  hath  forsaken  houses,  or 
brethren,  or  sisters,  or  father,  or  mother,  or  wife,  or  children,  or  lands,  for  My 
name's  sake,  shall  receive  a  hundredfold,  and  shall  inherit  everlasting  life.” 
He  came  to  this  village  with  nothing  and  became  one  of  the  richest  men  living 
in  the  surrounding  country.  There  are  still  (1833)  several  hundred  of  his 
relatives  who  live  there  and  near  Schalbach. 
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“When  Ludweg  XV  came  in  power  there  was  a  change.  Ludweg  XV  did 
not  dare  oppose  and  murder  the  Protestants,  but  gave  them  their  freedom.  But 
soon  they  began  to  press  them  and  forbade  them  schools,  or  Protestant  worship; 
yes,  it  became  so  bad  that  a  Catholic  priest  had  the  right,  without  process  of 
law,  to  hang  a  Reformed  minister  before  the  door  of  the  house  where  he  was 
found  if  he  should  visit  a  sick  person;  to  try  to  bring  comfort  in  Christ.  This 
peril  lasted  till  1789,  then  through  revolution  religious  freedom  was  given  them. 
It  was  then  that  Jacob  Balliet’s  grandchildren  came  to  the  United  States. 

“One  Joseph  Balliet,  Paul  Balliet  and  several  sisters  came  to  Whitehall  Twp., 
Lecha  Co.,  Pa.  From  these  two  came  all  the  Balliets  in  the  United  States. 
Joseph's  sons  were  Benjamin  and  Paul.  John  Balliet  was  a  great-grandchild  of 
Jacob  Balliet  and  he  died  in  Liacerne  the  year  before  this  was  written  (1833) 
and  the  steadfastness  of  his  U.  S.  grandchildren  to  them  was  fulfilled  this 
promise  of  the  Lord.  This  short  history  of  the  Balliet  family  should  keep  the 
following  generations  from  careless  and  indifferent  Christian  living  and  help 
them  to  be  faithful  to  their  forefathers’  Protestant  religion,  that  they  may 
find  where  the  righteous  of  faith  live  in  everlasting  life  with  Christ,  is  the  wish 
of  your  friend  and  relative  of  the  offspring  of  Jacob  Balliet,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Pa.,  written  1933.” 

Catherine  Zehner,  a  cousin  to  my  grandfather,  Solomon  Zehner,  and  her  son 
Leonard  Balliet,  was  a  second  cousin  to  my  father.  After  Leonard  married 
Judith  Hoppes,  a  sister  to  his  mother,  Saloma  Hoppes,  wife  of  Solomon  Zehner, 
he  became  uncle  to  father  and  made  him  a  gift  of  “Skizzen  Aus  dem  Lecha 
Thai." 

A  Catherine  Balliet,  daughter  of  John,  married  Father’s  uncle,  Michael 
Hoppes. 

Dr.  Calvin  Balliet,  Leighton,  Pa.,  married  Meta  Northstein,  daughter  of 
Dinnis  and  Amanda  German  Northstein,  son  of  Elias  Northstein  who  married 
Leah  Hoppes,  daughter  of  Solomon,  son  Christian,  son  of  John  Michael  Hoppes. 

Attorney  Nathan  Balliet,  Leighton,  Pa.,  married  Emma  Seidlc,  daughter  of 
Judge  Seidle  and  Catharine  Northstein  Seidlc,  daughter  of  Daniel  Northstein 
who  married  Salome  Hoppes,  daughter  of  Solomon,  son  of  Christian,  son  of 
John  Michael  Hoppes. 
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Wisconsin  Zehners  of  Peter  and  John  Zehner 

DAVID  ZEHNER  (III.  3.),  son  of  John  (Adam),  was  born  May, 
1792,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.  He  married  Elizabeth  Swartz,  born  Dec.,  1800. 
They  had  a  family  of  eight  children,  all  born  in  Pa.  David  was  a  far¬ 
mer  and  cooper.  In  1839  he  moved  his  family  to  Ohio.  In  1853  his  whole 
family  moved  to  Dale,  Wis.,  except  his  youngest  daughter  Elizabeth,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Philip  Baum  and  remained  in  Ohio.  At  Cleveland  they  boarded  the 
boat  Lady  Elgin,  crossing  Lake  Erie,  Straits  of  Machinac  and  Lake  Michigan, 
to  Green  Bay,  Wis.  There  they  transferred  to  the  boat  Fox  River  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  by  way  of  the  Fox  River,  Lake  Winnebago  and  Wolf  River  to  Lake 
Buttes  des  Morts.  From  there  they  traveled  by  wagon.  They  stopped  for  the 
night  at  the  Olen  farm  one  mile  east  and  a  half  mile  north  of  Winchester.  The 
next  morning  they  completed  their  journey  to  Medina.  Here,  or  near  here, 
they  built  their  log  cabins  and  reared  their  families. 

David  died  Jan.  9,  1874,  age  82y-10m-23d.  His  wife  Elizabeth  died 
June  9,  1866,  aged  66y-8m.  They  were  buried  in  the  cemetery  west  of  Medi¬ 
na,  Wis.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children: 

IV.  (1)  Abraham,  born  Feb.  3,  1818,  married  Maria  (Polly)  Zehner, 
born  April  19,  1817. 

(2)  David,  born  Feb.,  1820,  married  Priscilla  Leiby,  born  Jan.  20,  1826. 

(3)  Catherine  married  John  Stein. 

(4)  Maria  (Polly),  born  Nov.  22,  1822,  married  John  Zehner,  born 
May  1,  1819. 

(5)  Fannie,  twin,  born  Oct.  24,  1828,  married  Cornelius  Koontz. 

(6)  Cristina;  twin,  born  Oct.  24,  1828,  married  Stephen  Balliet,  born 
Oct.  5,  1826. 

(7)  Hannah,  born  June  24,  1833,  married  Martin  Degal,  born  April  5, 
1833. 

(8)  Elizabeth  married  Philip  Baum.  Remained  in  Ohio. 

IV.  1.  Abraham  Zehner,  son  of  David  and  Elizabeth,  was  born  Feb. 
3,  1818,  in  Pa.,  married  Maria  (Polly)  Zehner,  daughter  of  Peter  II  (Peter  I, 
Adam),  born  Apr.  19,  1817.  They  were  second  cousins.  Abraham  accom¬ 
panied  his  parents  to  Ohio  in  1839,  and  to  Wisconsin  in  1  853.  They  lived 
near  Dale,  Wis.  He  was  a  day  laborer  and  a  cooper  before  moving  to  Wiscon¬ 
sin.  He  mended  barrels  after  moving  there.  He  owned  80  acres  of  virgin 
woodland.  In  1882  he  retired  and  moved  into  the  village  of  Dale,  and  lived 
there  until  his  death. 

Maria  (Polly)  died  Jan.  9,  1893,  aged  75y-2m-13d.  Abraham  died  Apr. 
16,  1893,  aged  75y-8m-20d.  TTey  were  buried  in  the  cemetery  west  of 
Medina.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children: 
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V.  (1)  Martha,  born  Aug.  7,  1840,  married  Jacob  Degal,  born  1835. 

(2)  Daniel,  born  May  2,  1842,  married  Sevillia  Royer,  born  Nov.  6, 
1843. 

(3)  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  27,  1844,  married  Joseph  Moyer,  born  1833. 

(4)  Henry,  born  July  31,  1846,  married  Anna  Katherine  Van  Scoyoc. 

(5)  Cassie  Jane,  born  Dec.  26,  1848,  died  in  infancy. 

(6)  Laura,  born  March  29,  1850,  married  Henry  Yankee,  born  1840. 

(7)  Amanda,  born  Nov.  8,  1852,  married  John  Earl. 

(8)  John,  born  Oct.  5,  1856,  Dale,  Wis.,  married  Christina  Summ. 

(9)  Mary,  born  April  13,  1859,  Dale,  Wis.,  married  John  Mader. 

(10)  David,  born  Jan.  18,  1862,  Dale,  Wis.,  married  Eliza  Diley. 

V.  1.  Martha  Zehner,  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Maria  (Polly),  was 
born  Aug.  17,  1840,  Richland  Co.,  Ohio,  died  in  1898.  She  married  Jacob 
Degal  in  1858  in  Dale,  Wis.  He  was  born  Nov.  18,  1835,  Turnbull  Co., 
Ohio,  and  died  in  1895  at  Dale,  Wis.  There  were  five  children,  born  in  Dale: 

VI.  (1)  Eliza,  born  Feb.  1  1,  1862,  married  John  Rupplc. 

(2)  Cassie,  born  1864,  married  August  Bottensek. 

(3)  Calvin,  born  1867,  married - : - . 

(4)  Alsetta,  born  April  23,  1871,  married  Delos  Farmer. 

(5)  Louis,  born  June  12,  1875,  married  Nettie  Waite. 

VI.  1.  Eliza  Degal,  born  Feb.  11,  1862,  at  Dale,  married  April  13, 
1892.  John  Rupple,  born  Feb.  22,  1856,  in  Canada,  died  1  938,  farmer. 
Eliza  resides  at  Medina.  There  were  six  children: 

VII.  1.  Raymond,  born  July  30,  1895,  Medina,  Ohio,  married  Merle 
Hill.  There  were  two  children:  (1)  Brenton,  (2)  Keith. 

(2)  Gerald,  born  July  5,  1897,  Medina,  married  Laura  Johnson.  He 
is  a  farmer  and  resides  at  Medina.  They  had  two  children:  (1)  Geraldine, 
(2)  Dorothy. 

(3)  Frances,  born  Dec.  27,  1898,  Medina,  married  Rudolph  Germanson. 
They  reside  at  Appleton. 

(4)  Donald,  born  May  19,  1900,  Medina.  He  resides  there. 

(5)  George,  born  Feb.  2,  1902,  Medina,  married  Anna  King.  Son,  John. 

(6)  Lucile,  born  Dec.  12,  1904,  Medina,  married  Harland  Grant.  One 
child,  Betty  Lou,  resides  at  Milwaukee. 

VI.  2.  Cassie  Degal,  born  Feb.  5,  1864,  Dale,  married  Nov.  26,  1903, 
at  Hortonville,  August  Bottensek,  born  July  29,  1851.  Resides  at  Medina. 

VI.  3.  Calvin  Degal,  born  Apr.  21,  1867  at  Dale. 

VI.  4.  Alsetta  Degal,  born  Apr.  23,  1871,  married  1902  at  Florton- 

ville,  Delos  Farmer,  born  Jan.  29,  1870.  He  was  a  carpenter.  Two  children: 
(1)  Dale,  (2)  Wayne. 

VI.  5.  Louis  Degal,  born  June  12,  1875,  Dale,  married  Nov.  17,  1902 
at  Hortonville,  Nettie  Waite.  A  son,  Elmer,  was  born  Mar.  31,  1904  at 
Medina. 

*  *  *  * 

V.  2.  Daniel  Zehner,  son  of  Abraham,  born  May  2,  1842,  Ashland  Co.. 
Ohio,  married  at  Medina  Feb.  8,  1866,  Sevillia  Royer,  born  Nov.  6,  1843, 

Ashland  Co.,  Ohio.  They  lived  on  a  farm  joining  the  town  of  Winchester,  Wis. 

✓ 
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He  served  in  the  civil  war,  was  ill,  and  in  a  hospital  in  Tenn.  After  recovering 
he  returned  to  his  Co.  in  Madison,  Wis. 

Sevillia,  aged  about  ten  or  twelve,  with  the  women  of  the  family,  traveled 
by  train  from  Ohio  to  Chicago,  Ill.,  and  from  Chicago  by  boat  to  Buttes  Des 
Mortz,  Wis.  The  men  drove  the  stock  from  Ohio  to  Wis.  Their  home  in 
Wis.  was  a  farm  one  mile  east  and  a  mile  north  of  Winchester.  She  said  they 
saved  the  potato  peelings  for  planting;  that  they  ground  their  corn  on  a  sweep 
mill  propelled  by  a  horse;  corn  bread  was  made  from  the  meal.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children. 

VI.  (1)  Arah,  born  May  19,  1867,  married  Kittle  Harrison. 

(2)  Albert,  born  Dec.  8,  1868,  married  Nettie  Pope. 

(3)  Isaac,  born  July  29,  1871,  married  Emma  Hanson. 

(4)  Alma,  born  Dec.  15,  1873,  married  Martin  Evenson. 

(5)  Charles,  born  Sept.  27,  1875,  married  Inez  Young. 

(6)  Margaret,  born  Jan.  1,  1878,  married  Jesse  Lloyd. 

(7)  Stephen,  born  July  10,  1884,  died  Jan.  14,  1885. 

(8)  Ralph,  born  Aug.  17,  1888,  married  Nina  Harris. 

Daniel  died  June  2,  1935,  at  the  home  of  his  son  Ralph,  aged  93y.  His 
wife  died  Feb.  27,  1936,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  Arah,  aged  93y. 

*  *  *  * 

VI.  1.  Arah  Zehner,  born  May  19,  1867,  married  at  Winchester  to 
Kittle  Harrison,  born  Oct.  13,  1863,  died  Sept.  10,  1932.  He  was  a  day 
laborer  residing  at  Larsen. 

VI.  2.  Albert  Zehner.  born  Dec.  8,  1868,  married  Feb.  3,  1892,  to 
Nettie  Pope,  born  Dec.  4,  1871.  They  were  married  at  Neenan  where  they 
reside.  He  is  a  fireman  at  the  Hardwood  Products  Co.  There  were  two  children. 
One: 

VII.  (1)  Roy,  born  Nov.  8,  1892,  married  Clara  Dandelinger,  born 
Feb.  1,  1896.  He  is  a  paper  mill  machine  operator,  and  resides  at  Neenan. 
There  were  six  children: 

VIII.  (1)  Norma,  born  Dec.  12,  1917;  (2)  Marjorie,  born  Nov.  27, 
1919;  (3)  James,  born  Jan.  6,  1922,  died;  (4)  Alice,  born  Mar.  30,  1924; 
(5)  Gladys,  born  July  25,  1926;  (6)  Priscilla,  born  Dec.  11,  1931. 

VII.  2.  Norma  Zehner,  born  May  21,  1895,  married  Max  Heuer,  born 
Oct.  30,  1892.  He  is  a  fireman  on  the  Soo  Railroad,  and  resides,  at  Neenan. 
Two  children:  VIII.  (1)  Mary,  born  Apr.  13,  1918;  (2)  William,  born 
Jan.  6,  1920. 

*  *  *  * 

VI.  3.  Isaac  Zehner,  born  July  29,  1871,  died  Apr.  1931,  a  carpenter; 
married  Emma  Hanson,  born  Feb.  22,  1878.  There  were  two  children: 

VII.  (1)  Pearl,  born  Jan.  29,  1 9 0 Z ,  married  Orville  Emmons,  born 
July  28,  1906;  electrician,  resides  at  Dale. 

(2)  Wilbur,  born  Nov.  19,  1909,  a  carpenter,  resides  at  Larsen,  3  ch., 
married  Adeline  Beimborn,  born  Jan.  18,  1911,  died  1936.  One  child,  Norma, 
died. 

VI.  4.  Alma  Zehner,  born  Dec.  15,  1  873,  married  at  Neenah,  Dec.  21, 
1892,  Martin  Evenson,  born  June  5,  1865,  farmer,  resides  at  Larsen.  3  ch. 
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VII.  1.  Florence,  born  Nov.  17,  1895,  married  Samuel  Hansen,  born 
Apr.  10,  1886,  farmer,  reside  at  Neenah,  R.  No.  2.  'Two  children:  VIII  (1) 
Marjorie,  died;  (2)  Dorothy  Mavis,  born  June  5,  1924. 

(2)  Orville  born  Oct.  23,  1897,  married  Laurena  Beimborn,  born  Sept. 
27,  1908,  farmer,  reside  at  Larsen.  Two  children:  VIII.  (1)  Rolland,  born 
May  23,  1933;  (2)  Leianne,  born  Oct.  18,  1936.  • 

(3)  Irene  Scvillis,  born  Feb.  18,  1905.  School  teacher.  First  secretary 
of  the  Wis.  Zchner  Reunion,  July  9,  1939. 

VI.  5.  E.  Charles  Zchner,  born  Sept.  27,  1875,  married  Inez  Young, 
born  Nov.  26,  1882,  farmer.  Eight  children: 

VII.  (1)  Earl,  born  Feb.  4,  1901,  resides  at  Larsen. 

(2)  Grace,  born  May  2,  1903,  married  Harry  Burr,  born  Mar.  7,  1902; 
reside  at  Neenah.  Three  children:  VIII.  (1)  Jeanne  Ann,  born  Feb.  17, 
1929;  (2)  Donna  Mae,  born  Aug.  24,  1934;  (3)  Janet  Lee,  born  Nov.  23, 

1936. 

(3)  Della, ^  born  July  19,  1904,  married  Edward  Blank,  born  Aug.  29, 
1902;  reside  at  Neenah.  Three  children:  VIII.  (1)  Ilo  Mae,  born  Dec.  1, 
1928;  (2)  Audrey,  born  Mar.  22,  1930  (3)  Lotus,  born  Feb.  1,  1932. 

(4)  Mayme,  born  Oct.  10,  1905,  married  Walter  Christianson,  born 
Oct.  20,  1 888 ;.  carpenter ;  reside  at  Winncconne.  Four  children;  VIII.  (1) 
Lewis,  born  Dec.  16,  1923;  (2)  Mabel,  born  Oct.  17,  1925;  (3)  Twins 
Verne,  (4)  Verla,  born  Feb.  3,  1928. 

(5)  Lester,  born  Aug.  19,  1908,  married  Zeda  Frey,  born  Jan.  4,  1910; 
care  taker  at  lake  resort.  One  son;  VIII.  (1)  Leslie,  born  Mar.  10,  1934. 

(6)  Ralph,  born  Oct.  1,  1910,  married  Millie  Frey,-  born  May  6,  1912; 
farmer.  One  son;  VIII.  (1)  Ronald,  born  Aug.  9,  1934;  reside  at  Allen- 

ville. 

(7)  Fern,  born  Aug.  3,  1912,  married  Walter  Kiesow,  born  July  17, 
1903;  farmer;  resides  at  Larsen.  Two  children:  VIII.  (1)  Juanita,  born 
Mar.  19,  1934;  (2)  Wayne,  born  Sept.  28,  1936. 

(8)  George,  born  Feb.  26,  1914,  married  Delephine  Kriese,  born  Jan. 
6,  1916.  One  child:  VIII.  (1)  Sandra  Inez,  born  Aug.  19,  1938;  reside 

at  Larsen. 

VI.  6.  Margaret  Zchner,  born  Jan.  1,  1878;  married  Jesse  Lloyd,  died 
Aug.  1936;  farmer;  reside  at  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  R.  2.  Five  children: 

VII.  (1)  Arthur,  born  Oct.  25,  1901. 

(2)  Mildred,  born  Mar.  29,  1903;  married  Perry  Barkham,  Grocer. 

(3)  Kenneth,  born  Apr.  15,  1907;  married  Nellie  Thorson,  born  June 
20,  1916;  farmer.  One  child:  VIII.  (1.)  Patricia  Jann,  born  May  20,  1938. 

(4)  Ethel,  born  Sept.  7,  1909:  married  Emerson  Hough,  born  Mar.  8f 
1911;  teacher  and  office  worker;  reside  in  Ore. 

(5)  Iris,  born  Jan.  5,  1914;  telephone  operator,-  Milwaukee. 

VI.  8.  Ralph  Zchner,  born  Aug.  17,  1888;  married  Nina  Harrison, 
born  May  27,  1894;  rural  mail  carrier;  first  president  Wis.  Zehncr  Reunion. 
1939;  reside  at  Larsen.  Two  children:  VII.  (1)  Marian,  born  Mar.  14, 
1922;  (2)  Vivian,  born  Aug.  6,  1929. 
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V.  3.  Elizabeth  Zehner,  daughter  of  Abraham,  born  Jan.  27,  1844, 
died  1916;  married,  about  1860,  Joseph  Moyer,  died  1920;  resided  at  Dale, 
Wis.  Nine  children; 

VI.  (1)  Jennie,  born  Jan.  18,  1862;  married  George  VanBussum. 

(2)  George,  born  Sept.  29,  1864,  died  1909;  married  Pauline  Werner. 

(3)  Daniel,  born  May  1  1,  1863;  died  1866. 

(4)  William,  born  Aug.  21,  1867. 

(5)  Elmer,  born  May  21,  1869;  died  1923;  farmer. 

(6)  James  Edward,  born  Jan.  12,  1873;  married  Mae  Peterson. 

(7)  John,  born  Apr^  23,  1875;  married  Emma  Kline. 

(8)  Amanda  Alice,  born  Feb.  22,  1879;  married  R.  Griswold. 

VI.  1.  Jennie  Moyer,  born  Jan.  18,  1862;  married  George  VanBussum, 
born  1852;  died  Jan.  30,  1887;  farmer;  resides  at  Oshkosh.  Two  children: 

VII.  (1)  Elmer  VanBussum,  married  Grace  Strobe.  Three  children: 

VIII.  (1)  Charlotte,  (2)  Elizabeth,  (3)  Marjorie. 

VII.  (2)  Eliza  VanBussum,  married  John  Roe.  Two  children:  (1)  Lyle, 
(2)  Clyde.  VIII.  (1)  Lyle  married  Laura  Cluge,  one  child,  (1)  Sherwin. 

VI.  2.  George  Moyer,  born  Sept.  29,  1864,  died  1909;  married  Pauline 
Werner,  born  Jan.  29,  1873,  died  Aug.  15,  1938.  Three  children: 

VII.  (1.)  U.  J.  Moyer. 

(2.)  Elizabeth,  married - Udcr;  Children:  (1.)  Frances.  (2.) 

Mary.  (3.)  Delores. 

(3.)  John. 

VI.  4.  William  Moyer,  born  Aug.  21,  1867;  carpenter;  resides  at  the 
home  of  his  brother  John,  Dale,  Wis. 

VI.  6.  James  Edward  Moyer,  born  Jan.  12,  1873;  carpenter;  married 
Mae  Peterson  who  died;  resides  at  Stevens  Point.  Three  children:  VII.  (1) 
Gilbert,  married,  (2)  Betty,  (3)  Grace,  married. 

VI.  7.  John  Moyer,  born  Apr.  23,  1875;  farmer;  married  Emma  Klein. 
One  child,  VII.  (1)  Gertrude,  born  Aug.  18,  1923;  resides  at  Dale,  Wis. 

VI.  8.  Amanda  Alice  Moyer,  born  Feb.  22,  1879;  married  R.  Gris¬ 
wold:  farmer;  resides  at  Dale,  Wis.  Two  children:  VII.  (1)  Ardis  married 
Alvin  Dobberstien,  one  son,  Wynn  Lee,  born  June  1,  1939;  (2)  Lois  mar¬ 
ried  A.  J.  Heuttl. 

*  *  *  * 

V.  4.  Henry  Zehner,  son  of  Abraham,  born  July  31,  1846,  Ashland 
Co.,  Ohio,  died  July  9,  1933,  aged  87- y,  Medina,  Wis.;  married  Jan.  8,  1869 
at  Dale,  Wis.,  Ann  Katherine  Van  Scoyoc,  born  Jan.  29,  1847,  Richland  Co., 
Ohio,  died  Oct.  20,  1882,  aged  35y.  Three  children; 

VI.  (1)  Francis  Elwood,  born  Oct.  10,  1869. 

(2)  Pearl  Willmetta,  born  Sept.  24,  1872;  resides  at  Medina. 

(3)  David  Henry,  born  Jan.  8,  1875;  married  Emma  Botsch;  hay  and 
cattle  ranch;  reside  at  Newport,  Neb.  One  son,  VII.  (1)  Peter  Henry,  born 
about  Dec.  1,  1905,  married  Ayliffe  Jones;  Supt.  of  schools  at  Steamboat 
Springs,  Col.  One  child,  Ronald  Jones. 


Fifty -five 


■ 


THE  FIRST  ZEHNER-HOPPES  FAMILY  HISTORY 


V.  6.  Laura  Zehner,  daughter  of  Abraham,  born  Mar.  29,  1850  in  Ohio, 
died  Feb.  8,  1910,  aged  59  y.;  married  Henry  Yankee,  born  1840,  died  Feb.  25, 
1910,  aged  70  y.  Eleven  children: 

VI.  (1.)  David,  born  Mar.  27,  1873. 

(2.)  Calvin,  born  Oct.  28,  1874,  married  Lily  Now. 

(3.)  Saul,  born  Feb.  25,  1877,  married  Mayme  Knaack. 

(4.)  Bernard,  born  Apr.  5,  1  879,  married  Alsetta  Rupple.  Carpenter.  Me¬ 
dina. 

(5.)  Arthur,  born  Dec.  4,  1880,  married  Alvy  Ray. 

(6.)  Lottie,  born  Dec.  14,  1882,  married  Barney  Battrell. 

(7.)  John,  born  Aug.  28,  1884,  married  Selma  Drews. 

(8.)  Ida,  born  June  10,  1886,  died  Mar.  3,  1910,  aged  23  y. 

(9.)  Henry,  born  Sept.  20,  1889;  farmer. 

(10.)  Floyd,  born  Oct.  8,  1891;  farmer. 

(11.)  Nila,  born  July  1,  1895,  married  1st,  Roat;  2nd,  Charles  Getchingcr. 
One  son,  John. 

VI.  2.  Calvin  Yankee,  was  born  Oct.  28,  1874;  farmer;  married  Lily  Now. 
Three  children,  (1.)  died;  (2.)  Melva,  married  Martin  Roefeldt.  (One  child), 
Rolland. 

3.  Saul  Yankee,  was  born  Feb.  25,  1877;  retired  farmer;  married  Mayme 
Knaack;  reside  at  Medina.  One  child;  VII.  (1.)  Lucile,  married  Len  Leppart; 
resides  on  a  farm  near  Medina;  a  son,  Vernon. 

VI.  5.  Arthur  Yankee,  was  born  Dec.  4,  1880;  farmer;  married  Alvy 
Ray;  reside  at  Medina.  Two  children.  (1.)  Laura.  (2.)  Wayne. 

VII.  (1.)  Laura,  married  Stanley  Perkins.  One  child,  Larry. 

VI.  6.  Lottie  Yankee,  born  Dec.  14,  1882;  married  Barney  Battrell;  farm¬ 
er.  Two  children:  VII.  (1.)  Verna,  married  Guy  Kratzcr;  (2.)  Mae,  married 
Chester  Kroak.  One  son,  Richard. 

VI.  7.  John  Yankee,  born  Aug.  28,  1884;  shoe  store  and  harness  shop; 
married  Selma  Drews.  One  child,  Lotus,  married  Erevin. 

*  *  *  * 

V.  7.  Amanda  Zehner,  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Maria  (Polly) ,  born 
Nov.  8,  3  852,  died  1933,  married  Aug.  23,  1874,  John  Earl;  day  laborer;  six 
children: 

VI.  (1.)  Aepheus,  born  Apr.  21,  1876;  millwright;  married  Sarah  Wiley. 

(2.)  Grace,  born  Apr.  13,  1878,  married  Wm.  Maus;  day  laborer;  reside 
at  Oshkosh. 

(3.)  Dennis,  born  Dec.  29,  1879,  died  1881. 

(4.)  Wally,  born  Jan.  6.  1882,  married  Margaret  Gore,  born  Dec.  30, 
1876.  One  child,  VII.  (1.)  Margaret,  born  Aug.  3,  1918;  resides  at  Oshkosh. 

(5.)  Fayette,  born  June  3,  1884,  married  Margaret  Bergem;  resides  at 
Oshkosh. 

(6.)  Eva,  born  June  9,  1888;  resides  at  Medina. 

*  *  *  * 

V.  8.  John  Zehner,  son  of  Abraham  and  Maria  (Polly),  born  Oct.  5, 
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1856,  Dale,  Wis.,  died  June  28,  1938,  aged  81  y.  8  m.  23  d.;  married  June  29, 
1884  to  Chrristina  Summ,  at  Antigo;  carpenter;  resided  at  Lilly,  Wis.  Four 
children: 

VI.  (1.)  William  A.,  born  Apr.  12,  1885  at  Mayking,  Wis.;  carpenter; 
married  June  25,  1919  to  Sadie  E.  Hoffman,  died  Mar.  19,  1929.  One  child, 
Norma  Louise,  born  Aug.  25,  1923. 

2.  Charles  E.,  born  Mar.  21,  1889,  Mayking,  married  May  22,  1917,  to 
Beatrice  Morgan,  Antigo,  Wis;  building  contractor;  resides  at  Eagle  River.  Two 
children:  VII.  (1.)  Maxine,  born  Apr.  6,  1918;  (2.)  John,  born  May  19, 
1920. 

3.  George  A.,  born  Dec.  25,  1892  at  Mayking;  electrician;  married  May 
1  1,  1925  to  Alice  Jones  at  Bessemer,  Mich.;  resides  at  Antigo. 

4.  Sadie  E.,  born  Aug.  22,  1900  at  Mayking;  married  Sept.  19,  1928,  to 
Harry  W.  Wilson;  resides  at-Lily.  One  child,  VII.  (1.)  Marilyn  Lois,  born 
Sept.  7,  1938. 

*  *  *  * 

V.  9.  Mary  Zehner,  daughter  of  Abraham,  born  Apr.  13,  1859,  at  Dale, 
died  1934;  married  about  1878,  to  John  Mader,  born  July  2,  1851;  day  labor¬ 
er.  They  resided  at  Dale  eight  or  ten  years,  then  at  Antigo.  There  were  eight 
children: 

VI.  (1.)  David,  born  about  1879;  farmer;  married  Louise  Walters;  resides 
at  Antigo.  One  child,  VII.  (1.)  Myron;  filling  station  attendant;  married  Irene 
Parsons.  Four  children:  VI.  (2.)  Walter,  born  about  1880;  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Springer;  reside  at  Wichita,  Kan.  Three  children:  VII.  (1.)  Arnold. 
(2.)  James.  (3.)  Mary  Jane. 

VI.  (3.)  Ella,  born  about  1882;  married  Wm.  Davis;  barber  at  Wauke¬ 
sha.  They  were  the  parents  of  one  child,  Fern,  who  married. 

VI.  (4.)  Arthur,  born  1884;  single;  potato  buyer;  Antigo. 

VI.  (5.)  Clarence,  born  1885;  single;  worker  at  Fisher  Auto  Plant,  Cal. 

VI.  (6.)  Lola,  born  1888;  single,  Iowa. 

VI.  (7.)  Alice,  born  1891;  married  John  Magnusen;  mechanic;  West  Al¬ 
lis;  VII.  (1.)  Betty.  (2.)  Gladys. 

VI.  (8.)  Oliver,  born  Nov.  25,  1896;  dairy  employee;  died  Feb.  2,  1896; 
married  to  Bessie  Chcrf;  resides  at  Antigo.  Two  children:  VII.  (1.)  Maurice, 
born  Mar.  4,  1921;  (2.)  Robert,  born  Sept.  30,  1927. 

*  *  *  * 

V.  10.  David  Zehner.  son  of  Abraham,  born  Jan.  18,  1862,  Dale;  mar¬ 
ried  Feb.  3,  1885  at  Allenville,  to  Eliza  Deley,  born  Mar.  19,  1859,  near  Dale. 
David  farmed,  did  carpentry,  and  painting.  He  had  several  hobbies,  stamp  col¬ 
lecting,  coin,  and  Indian  relics.  He  died  suddenly  June  13,  1939,  aged  77  y.  4 
m.  5  d.  He  was  the  last  of  his  family  and  was  a  great  help  in  preparing  this 
Wis.  history.  Resided  at  Dale.  Three  children: 

VI.  1.  Bessie,  born  Nov.  25,  1885;  married  Otto  Doeschncr,  born  May 
27,  1880;  farmer  near  Dale.  Two  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Ronald,  born  May  27,  1906;  farmer;  married  Anetta  Robloff, 
born  Nov.  11,  1911.  One  child,  VIII.  (1.)  David,  born  Nov.  19,  1934. 
(2.)  Merril,  born  Feb.  6,  1908;  farmer. 
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VI.  2.  Norma,  born  Aug.  29,  1889;  married  Leonard  Docschner,  born 
Sept.  24,  1887;  farmer  near  Dale.  Two  children:  VII.  (1.)  Chester,  born 
June  18,  1914;  editor.  (2.)  Hubert,  born  Feb.  13,  1920;  farmer  near  Dale. 

VI.  3.  David  Weeid,  born  Mar.  15,  1897;  farmer  near  Dale;  married 
Louisa,  born  Sept.  14,  1904.  Three  children: 

VII.  (1.)  David  John,  born  Feb.  27,  1924;  (2.)  Lois  Mae,  born  Oct.  24, 
1927;  (3.)  Betty  Louise,  born  Dec.  30,  1930. 

*  *  *  * 

IV.  2.  David  Zchner,  second  son  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Swartz) ,  (John- 
Adam),  born  Feb.,  1820,  in  Pa.  He  accompanied  his  parents  to  Ohio  in  1839, 
and  to  Dale,  Wis.,  in  1853;  married  Priscilla  Leiby,  born  Jan.  20,  1  826.  They 
adopted  a  girl,  Louisa,  born  Aug.  1,  1858:  married  Henry  Heuer.  Louisa  died 
Apr.  4,  1901,  leaving  no  heirs.  David  died  Feb.  25,  1893,  aged  73  y.  His 
wife  died  Nov.  3,  1900,  aged  74  y.  They  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  west  of 
Medina,  Wis. 

IV.  3.  Catherine  Zehner,  daughter  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Sv/artz) 
Zehner,  born  Nov.  28,  1823,  died  in  1908;  married  Dec.  29,  1842  to  John 
Stein,  born  June  14,  1821,  died  in  1900;  farmer.  Twelve  children.  Two 
died  in  infancy. 

V.  (1.)  Samuel  David,  born  July  17,  1845,  in  Ohio. 

(2.)  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  28,  1847,  in  Ohio;  married  John  McClatchie. 
(3.)  Mary  (Marion),  born  Sept.  19,  1849  in  Ohio;  married  Jack  Kennedy, 
Ohio. 

(4.)  John  Henry,  born  July  18,  1851,  in  Ohio;  married  Loretta  Charnlcy. 
(5.)  Lorena,  born  Jan.  19,  1853,  in  Ohio;  married  Rev.  Lewis  Runkel. 

(6.)  Almcda,  born  Apr.  17,  1  855  at  Medina;  single. 

(7.)  George,  born  June  20,  1858  at  Medina;  married  Nellie  Briggs. 

(8.)  Charles,  born  July  3,  1860  at  Medina;  married  Dora  VanDoren. 

(9.)  Nancy,  born  Feb.  22,  1862  at  Medina;  married  Bert  Lewis. 

(10.)  Meda,  single. 

V.  1.  Samuel  David  Stein  was  only  seventeen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
the  Civil  War.  He  was  dared  to  enlist,  which  he  did,  and  fought  in  the  war, 
but  later  died  from  homesickness  at  Memphis,  Tenn.  . 

V.  2.  Elizabeth  Stein,  married  John  McClatchie.  There  were  five  children: 

VI.  (1.)  Irad  McClatchie;  (2.)  Addie,  single;  resides  in  California;  (3.) 
Edith,  married  and  has  two  daughters,  both  were  married  in  California;  (4.) 
John,  married  and  has  two  daughters,  also  married  in  California;  (5.)  Elton. 

V.  3.  Mary  (Marion)  Stein,  married  John  Kennedy,  born  1835;  farmer. 
Four  children: 

VI.  (1.)  Elton  Kennedy,  born  187~2,  died  1891;  (2.)  James  Kennedy; 
farmer;  married  Maymc  Hanson.  Four  children. 

VII.  (1.)  Gordon,  married  and  has  two  children,  (1.)  Joyce.  (2.) 
James. 

VI.  (2.)  Almctta,  married  but  had  no  children;  (3.)  John,  single;  (4.) 
Harold,  single. 
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3.  Nettie  Kennedy,  born  Jan.  1,  1875;  married  Howard  Andrews;  farmer. 
Seven  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Kenneth  Andrews,  married  Esther  SielofF,  works  in  a  garage  in 
Shiocton,  Wis.  Two  children,  Harland  and  Warren. 

(2.)  Donald  Andrews;  garage;  married  Elsie  Sieloff;  resides  in  Shiocton, 
Wis.  One  son,  William. 

3.  Francis  Andrews,  married  Carlyle  Manley;  resides  at  Hortonville.  One 
child,  Nancy  Lee. 

(4.)  Lorraine,  single. 

(5.)  Leigh  Harley  Andrews;  mill  and  lumber  dealer;  married  Beatrice  Ben- 
ninghouse.  Four  children,  VIII.  (1.)  Kathryn.  (2.)  Douglas.  (3.)  Lee,  Jr. 
(4.)  Darwin. 

(6.)  Willis  Andrews. 

7.  Bernice  Andrews,' Shiocton,  married  Wm.  Cramer,  Appleton.  One  son, 
William,  born  1930. 

4.  Leon  Kennedy,  married  Teimette  Brooker;  resides  Shiocton.  There 
were  four  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Marion,  married  1927  to  Schlintz.  One  child,  Robert,  born 
1928. 

VII.  (2.)  Ada  Brooker,  single;  (3.)  Wayne  Brooker,  single;  (4.) 
George  Brooker,  single. 

V.  4.  John  Henry  Stein,  born  July  18,  1851,  in  Ohio;  married  Loretta 
Charnley.  Three  children: 

VI.  (1.)  Elton,  married  Margaret  Kasel. 

(2.)  Lorena,  married  twice,  1st,  Norman  Chappel;  2nd,  Wm.  Johnson. 

VII.  (1.)  Kenneth  Chappel,  married  Dorothy  Johnson.  One  child,  Joan 
Barbara. 

(3.)  Archie,  married  Florence  Mulcahy;  resides  at  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Two  children:  VII.  (1.)  John  Thomas,  died  aged  15  y . ;  (2.)  William, 
single. 

V.  5.  Lorena  Stein,  born  Jan.  19,  1853,  in  Ohio;  married  1871  to  Rev. 
Lewis  Runkel,  Ohio,  born  Mar.  2,  1851,  in  Germany.  Three  children: 

VI.  (1.)  Walacc  Runkel,  born  Mar.  19,  1872;  doctor;  single;  resides  at 
Prairie  De  Chine. 

(2.)  Etta  Runkel,  twin,  born  Aug.  4,  1874,  married  Fredrick  E.  Ruth. 

(3.)  Allen  Runkel,  twin,  born  Aug.  4,  1874;  doctor;  married  Florence 
Cransbrook. 

VI.  2.  Etta  Runkel,  married  Apr.  19,  1899,  to  Fredrick  Ruth,  born  Feb. 
28,  1875;  Neenah.  Mildred  and  Myrna,  twins,  were  born  Mar.  28,  1901  at 
Clintonville. 

VII.  1.  Mildred,  married  June  26,  1924,  Hilton  Engel,  born  Jan.  14, 
1901.  One  child,  VIII.  (1.)  John  Fredrick,  born  Apr.  8,  1925  at  Clinton¬ 
ville. 
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(2.)  Myrna,  married  June  4,  1926  to  Dclmar  Peterson,  born  May  14, 
1894;  Superior,  Wis.  Three  children. 

VIII.  (1.)  William  D.  Jr.,  born  Mar.  1928;  Clintonville. 

2.  Thomas  Lee,  born  Mar.  6,  1930;  Clintonville. 

3.  Richard,  born  Nov.  1931;  Clintonville. 

VI.  3.  Allen  Runkel,  M.  D.,  married  Nov.  16,  1897,  to  Florence  Crans- 
brook,  born  1872.  Two  children;  VII.  (1.)  George;  (2.)  Lorane,  both 
of  Milwaukee. 

V.  6.  Almeda  Stein,  born  Apr.  17,  1835,  Medina;  single. 

V.  7.  George  W.  Stein,  born  June  20,  1858,  Medina;  farm  implement 
business;  married  Dec.  1891  to  Nellie  Briggs,  born  May  10,  1868,  Horton- 
ville.  One  child,  VI.  (1.)  Kathryn,  born  Dec.  3,  1891;  married  Wm.  Cas¬ 
selberry;  two  children;  VII.  (1.)  Anne  Casselberry,  born  May  5,  1921;  (2.) 
George  William  Casselberry,  born  June  5,  1922. 

V.  8.  Charles  W.  Stein,  born  July  3,  1860,  Medina;  married  Feb.  14, 
1893  to  Dora  Van  Doren,  born  1873.  Two  children; 

VI.  (1.)  Bernice,  born  Dec.  29,  1895,  Clintonville;  single. 

(2.)  Harland,  born  Feb.  21,  1903,  Clintonville;  married  Sylvia  Pera, 
born  1900.  One  child,  Sandra  Stein. 

V.  9.  Nancy  Stein,  born  Feb.  22,  1862,  Medina;  married  Burton  Lewis, 
Greenville.  There  were  three  children:  VI.  (1.)  Joseph  Lewis,  died  aged  1^2  y.; 
(2.)  David,  deceased;  (3.)  Kathryn,  died  in  infancy. 

*  *  *  * 

IV.  4.  Maria  (Polly)  Zehner,  daughter  of  David  and  Elizabeth,  married 
John  Zehner,  son  of  Peter,  son  of  (Peter-Adam) .  Maria  (Polly)  was  a  sister 
to  Abraham,  and  his  wife  Polly  was  a  sister  to  Maria,  whose  husband  was  John 
Zehner;  second  cousins.  Maria  was  born  Nov.  22,  1822  in  Pa.;  died  Sept.  2, 
1912;  married  John  Zehner,  born  May  1,  1819,  in  Pa.,  died  Oct.  29,  1900. 
He  accompanied  his  parents  to  Ohio  in  1839;  and  he  and  his  wife  moved  to 
Dale,  Wis.,  in  1  853.  T  hey  were  buried  in  the  West  Medina  cemetery.  There 
were  five  children:  V.  (L)  Katie  Ann,  married  George  Mader;  (2.)  Phian- 
nah,  married  Conrad  Geibel;  (3.)  Elizabeth,  married  Ludwig  Gmeiner;  (4.) 
Emmaline,  married,  1st,  Daniel  Geibel;  2nd,  Beckman;  (5.)  Delia,  married 
Gus  Hedke. 

*  *  *  * 

V.  1.  Katie  Ann  Zehner,  daughter  of  Maria  and  John,  born  Feb.  12,  1846, 
died  Jan.  i0,  1923,  aged  77  y.;  married  at  Dale,  to  George  Mader,  born  Sept. 
18,  1846,  died  Jan.  23,  1924,  aged  78  y.  They  resided  five  years  in  Read- 
field,  Wis.,  running  a  general  store;  then  moved  to  Winncconne,  Wis.,  and  op¬ 
erated  a  flour  mill.  Six  children: 

VI.  (1.)  Emmaline,  married  John  Schneider;  (2.)  Edward,  married  Hat¬ 
tie  Smith;  (3.)  John,  married  Helen  Kraph;  (4.)  Charles,  married  Clara 
Artis;  (5.)  Lydia,  married  Robert  Henry;  resides  at  Winneconne;  (6.) 
George. 
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VI.  1.  Emmaline  Mader,  died,  married  John  Schneider,  of  Winneconne; 
VII.  s(l.)  George  married  Sarah  Becker.  Two  children,  Ruth  Ann  and  Sarah 
Jane;  (2.)  Ada,  married  Otto  Will,  and  have  one  son,  Eugene;  (3.)  Orvin, 
married  Alva  Carmeihcl;  resides  at  Kitchner,  Ontario  Canada.  Two  children, 
Barbara  and  John. 

VI.  2.  Edward  Mader,  married  Hattie  Smith  of  Winneconne.  Two  chil¬ 
dren;  VII.  (1.)  Carmen;  (2.)  Viola,  married  Edmund  Hart;  resides  at  Eau 
Claire  with  three  children,  VIII.  (1.)  Barbara.  (2.)  Sally.  (3.)  Jane. 

VI.  3.  John  Mader,  married  Helen  Kraph,  of  Tigerton  Four  children: 
VII.  (1.)  Erwin,  married  Myrna  Peterson,  of  Matton,  one  son,  Donald;  (2.) 
Violet,  married  Walter  Loken,  of  Tigerton;  (3.)  Lyla,  married  Lester  Oster- 
loth,  of  Clintonville;  (4.)  Ralph. 

VI.  4.  Charles  Mader,  married  Clara  Artis,  of  Wausau.  Four  children; 
VII.  (1.)  Ray,  married  and  has  a  daughter,  Phyllis;  (2.)  George.  (3.)  Gladys. 
(4.)  John. 

5.  Lydia  Mader,  married  Robert  Henry,  of  Winneconne;  resides  there. 

VI.  6.  George  Mader,  born  Dec.  13,  1883,  married  Agnes.  Kinney,  born 
Apr.  21,  1884.  Two  children:  VII.  (1.)  Mary  Jane,  born  June  23,  1919. 
(2.)  James  George,  born  Jan.  19,  1929. 

*  *  *  * 

V.  2.  Phiannah  Zehner,  daughter  of  Maria-John,  born  Feb.  6,  1850,  died 
1929;  married  Conrad  Geibel,  born  1845,  died  1928.  Buried  in  W.  Medina 
cemetery. 

V.  3.  Elizabeth  Zehner,  daughter  of  Maria  and  John,  born  Sept.  4,  1853; 
married  Ludvig  Gmeiner,  born  Sept.  1  1,  1853;  resides  on  a  farm  near  Apple- 
ton,  P.  O.  Manasha,  R.  No.  1.  Two  children:  VI.  (1.)  Martin,  married 
Amelia  Lubke  (Shafer),  one  son,  Franklin;  (2.)  Franklin,  deceased,  married 
and  has  one  son,  Rocklin. 

V.  4.  Emeline  Zehner,  daughter  of  Maria  and  John,  born  July  9,  1858; 
married  twice,  1st,  Daniel  Geibel;  2nd,  Beckman.  Three  children:  VI.  (1.) 
Frank  Beckman,  married  and  was  the  father  of  six  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Esther,  married  George  Hopkins.  One  child, ‘Eunice;  (2.)  Meta, 

married  William  Rasmusson.  Four  children;  (3.)  Manual  Beckman,  married 
Erna - .  Five  children:  VIII.  (1.)  Daniel.  (2.)  Marvin.  (3.)  Fred¬ 

rick.  (4.)  Emma.  (5.)  Ruth. 

VII.  4.  Leona,  married  Arnold  Prentice.  One  daughter,  Lucille. 

VII.  5.  Alvin  Beckman,  married  Lydia  Bartel.  Four  children. 

6.  Anne,  married  Franklin  Darrow.  Four  children. 

VI.  2.  Manuel  Beckman,  married  and  resides  at  Memphis,  Tenn. 

3.  Clara  Beckman,  married  J.  Kahn. 

*  *  *  * 

V.  5.  Delia  Alice  Zehner,  daughter  of  Maria-John,  born  Feb.  20,  1859; 
married  Gus  Heidke.  Five  children:  VI.  (1.)  Carrie,  married  Harry  Wel¬ 
land.  Six  children:  VII.  (1.)  Samuel.  (2.)  Coral.  (3.)  Ward.  (4.) 
Angelinc.  (5.)  Evely.  (6.)  Betty. 
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2.  Alma  Heidke,  married  and  raised  one  son,  James. 

3.  Minnie  Heidke,  married  George  Hill.  Two  children:  (1.)  Nina.  (2.) 
Martin. 

4.  Lena  Heidke,  married  Jack  Gould.  Three  children:  VII.  (1.)  Lloyd. 
(2.)  Gertrude.  (3.)  Jane. 

5.  William  Heidke,  married. 

»  *  *  *  * 

IV.  5.  Fannie  Zehner,  twin  daughter  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Swartz), 

born  Oct.  24,  1828,  died  1922.  Accompanied  her  parents  from  Pennsylvania 
to  Ohio  in  1  839 ;  to  Dale,  Wis.,  in  1853;  married  in  1851  to  Cornelius  Koontz, 
a  farmer,  mill  operator,  and  later  a  miner.  Five  children:  V.  (1.)  Caroline, 
married  P.  Bement  Mumbruc;  (2.)  Franklin  Pierce,  married - ; 

(3.)  David  John,  married  Etta  Fish;  (4.)  Hannah,  married  W.  C.  Minier; 

(5.)  Calvin,  married - — . 

V.  1.  Caroline  Koontz,  born  1852,  died  1932;  married  1870  to  P.  Be¬ 
ment  Mumbrue;  farmer  near  Waupaca,  Wis.  Six  children: 

VI.  L  Guy  Mumbrue,  born  Mar.  26,  1871;  school  master  and  office  hold¬ 

er;  married  Oct.  2,  1901  to  Pearl  L.  Austin.  One  child,  VII.  (1.)  Austin, 
born  Aug.  23,  1902;  married  1930  to  Betty  Edwards  at  Berlin,  Wis.  Two 
children:  (1.)  Austin,  born  1930.  (2.)  Gwendolyn,  born  Apr.,  1934. 

2.  Fanny  Mumbrue,  born  Mar.  19,  1873;  married  J.  F.  Jardine  in  1896; 
resides  at  Waupaca.  Two  children;  VII.  (1.)  Norman  Jardine,  born  1898; 
dentist;  resides  Wcyauwega.  Dr.  Jardine  about  1928  married  Coral  Goodland. 
Two  children.  (1.)  Daughter,  11  years  old,  (2.)  Daughter,  9  years  old. 

2.  Lois  Jardine,  born  1903;  married  about  1928  to  Emil  A.  Jorgensen. 
Three  children:  (1.)  Gretchen.  (2.)  Thomas.  (3.)  John. 

3.  Lester  H.  Mumbrue,  born  Oct.,  1875;  hardware  dealer  retired;  married 
Edna  Frederick,  died  1904;  resides  at  Waupaca. 

4.  Winnie  Mumbrue,  born  May  4,  1878,  married  about  1924  to  Archie 
R.  Williams;  resides  at  Missoula,  Mont. 

5.  Junie  G.  Mumbrue,  born  Sept.  1880;  married  in  the  fall  of  1904  to 
Dora  Coates;  resides  near  Waupaca.  Four  children. 

VII.  (1.)  Harmon,  born  1  905,  married  and  has  two  daughters. 

(2.)  George,  born  1907;  married  and  has  one  son. 

(3.)  Carol,  born  1910;  married  and  has  two,  sons. 

(4.)  Fern,  born  1913;  married  and  has  one  son,  Howlett. 

6.  Etta  Mumbrue,  born  Mar.  23,  1883;  married  about  1924  to  Frank  B. 
Conway;  reside  at  Seattle,  Wash. 

*  *  *  * 

V.  2.  Franklin  Pierce  Koontz,  born  Feb.,  1854,  died  May,  1931;  carpen¬ 
ter;  married  out  west.  T  hree  children. 

VI.  T.  Iva  Koontz  Bohan,  born  about  1889.  Her  daughter  married  and 
resides  at  Denver,  Col. 
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2.  Ralph  Koontz,  born  about  1892,  married,  and  think  he  has  children; 
resides  at  Denver,  Col. 

3.  Frank  Koontz,  married. 

V.  3.  David  John  Koontz,  born  May,  1855,  died  Feb.  16,  1937;  mar¬ 
ried  Etta  Fish,  at  Waupaca,  Wis. ;  resided  most  of  his  life  there;  was  a  dealer 
in  machinery  and  also  traveled  for  a  wholesale  firm.  Two  children; 

VI.  1.  William  Koontz,  born  about  1879;  married  and  has  two  sons  and 
two  daughters,  all  married. 

2.  Mabel  Koontz,  born  about  1885;  married  Thomas  Bruden;  has  two 
daughters  about  18  and  20  years  old,  both  single;  reside  at  Superior, 

V.  4.  Hannah  Koontz,  born  about  1857,  died  1926,  in  Denver,  Col.;  mar¬ 
ried  J  885  to  W.  C.  Minier,  a  dentist. 

V.  5.  Calvin  Koontz,  born  May  1861;  married  about  1885  to  Etta - 

- preside  near  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  Two  children: 

VI.  (1.)  Neil,  born  about  1887,  married  and  has  one  child. 

(2.)  Kress,  married  and  has  one  daughter  with  stage  talent. 

*  *  *  * 


IV.  6.  Christina  Zehner,  twin  daughter  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Swartz), 
born  Oct.  24,  1828;  married  1848  to  Stephen  Balliet  in  Ashland  Co.,  Ohio. 
Eight  children: 


V.  (1.) 
(2.) 
(3.) 
(4.) 
(5-)' 
(6.) 
(7.) 
(8.) 


David  Henry,  married  Ellen  Cannon. 

Cassie  Jane,  married  Dr.  L.  A.  Wolcott. 

William  A.,  married  Nellie  Halpin. 

Adelia  Alice,  married  1st,  T.  K.  Perkins,  2nd,  Herman  Weihr. 
Mary  Elizabeth,  married  William  Strange. 

Stephen  Dwight,  died,  Dec.  6,  1878,  aged  2  years. 

Sarah  Ann,  married  Frank  McLaughlin. 

Nancy  Louise,  married  F.  R.  Bullinger. 


V.  1.  David  Henry  Balliet,  born  Dec.  30,  1850,  in  Ohio,  died  Sept.  15, 
1935;  married  Apr.  4,  1883  to  Ellen  Cannon  at  New  London,  Wis.  She  died 
Dec.  27,  1903.  There  were  nine  children: 

VL  1.  Mary  C.  Balliet,  born  June  12,  1884,  at  Dale;  single. 

2.  Stephen  D.  Balliet.  born  Nov.  30,  1885,  at  Dale;  married  twice,  1st, 
Dec.  17,  1908  to  Helen  Duffy;  2nd,  July  3,  1917  to  Irene  Alberty.  Three 
children. 


VII.  (1.)  Helen,  born  Oct.  3,  1909;  married  Oct.  24,  1927,  to  Francis 
Brandherm.  Two  children:  (1.)  Helen  Ann,  born  June  8,  1938;  (2.)  Bar¬ 
bara  Jane,  born  Aug.  4,  1930. 

Irene's  children:  (3.)  Stephen  D.,  born  Mar.  26,  1918.  (4.)  Irene 

Ann,  born  May  27,  1921.  (5.)  Robert  Michael,  born  Mar.  28,  1924. 

3.  Leo  Balliet,  born  July  3,  1  888  at  Dale,  married  June  2,  1917  to  Grace 
Owen.  One  child,  Nancy  Louise,  born  Nov.  1  1,  1923. 

4.  John  M.  Balliet,  born  July  29,  1890,  at  Appleton;  married  Feb.  14, 
1912  to  Irene  Brega.  Four  children:  VII.  (1.)  Richard  Stephen,  born  Dec. 

Sixty-three 


4 

. 


THE  FIRST  ZEHNER-HOPPES  FAMILY  HISTORY 

9,  1912.  (2.)  Ellen  Milly,  born  Jan.  21,  1914.  (3.)  David  Henry,  born 

Apr.  25,  1913.  (4.)  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  27,  19  18. 

5.  Pearl  Ellen,  born  Dec.  12,  1892  at  Appleton;  married  Jan.  28,  1919  to 
Karl  A.  Schuetter.  Two  children:  VII.  (1.)  Mary  Ellen,  born  Apr.  11, 
1921;  (2.)  Nancy  Jane,  born  Sept.  1  1,  1926. 

6.  Ruby  Elizabeth  Balliet,  born  Nov.  6,  1894  at  Appleton;  married  Apr. 

15,  1  9  1  5  to  Glen  Campbell.  Three  children:  VII.  (1.)  James  Duane,  born 

Mar.  25,  1916.  (2.)  Marie  Ellen,  born  Dec.  29,  1917.  (3.)  Glenna  Jean, 

born  May  26,  1923. 

VI.  7.  James  Henry  Balliet,  born  Sept.,  1896  at  Appleton;  married  Sept. 
25,  1920,  to  Edna  Mackin.  Five  children:  VII.  (1.)  Charles  Mason,  born 
July  4,  1921.  (2.)  Jeann  Ann,  born  Feb.  4,  1923.  (3.)  Louise  Nancy, 

born  Oct.  25,  1924.  (4.)  William  Henry,  born  Mar.  16,  1928.  (5.)  Owen 

Francis,  born  Feb.  16,  1930. 

8.  Lester  Albert  Balliet,  born  Sept.  2,  1898  at  Appleton;  single. 

9.  Hester  Inez  Balliet,  born  Sept.  7,  1900  at  Appleton;  married  Feb.  15, 
1922  to  Frank  Pankratz,  died  Dec.  6,  1936. 

10.  Solomon  Sarto  Balliet,  born  July  31,  1903  at  Dale;  married  Feb.  9, 
1929  to  Gladys  Ball. 

V.  2.  Cassie  Jane  Balliet,  born  May  24,  1852  in  Ohio;  married  Dr.  L.  A. 
Wolcott  at  Dale,  Wis.  Two  children:  (1.)  Pearl.  (2.)  Ruby.  All  de¬ 
ceased. 

3.  William  A.  Balliet.  born  1854  at  Dale;  married  Nellie  Halpin,  at  New 
London,  Wis.  Five  children  survive  him. 

VI.  1.  Albert  Balliet;  single. 

2.  Vera,  married  Charles  Hoffman.  Two  children:  VII.  1.  Donald, 

died  1922.  2.  Helen  Hope,  single,  at  Appleton. 

3.  Harry,  married  and  resides  in  Idaho. 

4.  Marie  Appleton,  married  Frank  Hoffman;  four  children;  reside  at  Ap¬ 
pleton:  VII.  (1.)  John,  single.  (2.)  Hope,  married.  (3.)  Bernice,  sin¬ 
gle.  (4.)  Francis  Hoffman. 

5.  William  A.  Balliet,  married  Lyda  Steffen;  reside  at  Milwaukee. 

4.  Adelia  Alice  Balliet,  married  twice;  1st,  T.  K.  Perkins  at  Dale;  one  son. 

2nd,  Herman  Weihr,  about  1900.  All  passed  away. 

5.  Mary  Elizabeth  Balliet,  died  1 933  ;  married  William  Strange,  died  1927. 
One  child  survives  them:  VI.  (1.)  Grace  Strange,  married  Arthur  Govey  Shel¬ 
ton,  Washington. 

VI.  7.  Sarah  Ann  Balliet,  born  Mar.  11,  1861  ;  married  Frank  McLaugh¬ 
lin,  died  1925.  Five  children: 

VI.  (1.)  Vern,  born  Sept.  14,  1879;  single. 

\ 

(2.)  Inez,  born  Aug.  4,  1882,  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  married  Yurcll.  Five 
children;  VII.  (1.)  Dorothy.  (2.)  Jeane.  (3.)  Maxine.  (4.)  Lorraine. 
All  live  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

VI.  3.  Mattie,  born  Jan.  1,  1888  at  Rhinelander,  Wis.;  married  Larsen. 
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4.  Grace,  married  Mundorff,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

V.  8.  Nancy  Louise  Balliet,  married  1903,  to  F.  R.  Bullinger,  died  1934 
at  Dale,  where  they  resided. 

*  *  *  * 

IV.  7.  Hannah  Zehner,  daughter  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Swartz) ,  born 
June  24,  1833,  died  July  13,  1924,  aged  94  y.  She  married  Martin  Degal. 
He  was  born  in  Germany  April  5,  1833.  At  the  age  of  one  year  he  crossed  the 
ocean  in  a  sail  boat  which  required  six  months  for  the  journey.  He  was  a  car¬ 
penter  and  a  farmer.  He  died  June  18,  1896,  aged  66  y.  Three  children: 

V.  (1.)  Caroline  Degal,  born  Feb.  24,  1860;  married  N.  Gmiener. 

VI.  1.  Walter  Gmiener,  born  July  28,  1885,  married  Eleanor  Joy.  Two 
sons. 

2.  Seymour  Gmiener,  born  Oct.  27,  1887;  married  Rose  Walters;  reside 
at  Appleton.  Three  children:  (1.)  Seymour.  (2.)  James.  (3.)  George. 

3.  Ida  Gmiener,  born  Aug.  11,  1891;  seamstress  at  Neenah. 

2.  William  Degal,  born  Mar.  4,  1865;  married  Mar.  2,  1897  at  Dale  to 
Lena  Herbst,  born  June  1  1,  1872;  farmer;  reside  at  Dale. 

VI.  (1.)  Doris,  born  April  5,  1903,  married  William  Barnard,  born  Feb. 
4,  1904;  reside  at  Rcdfield.  T  hree  children:  VII.  (1.)  Susanne  Marie,  born 
July  24,  1926.  (2.)  Dale  Reed,  born  Sept.  26,  1927.  (3.)  Mary  Eliza¬ 

beth,  born  Jan.  31,  1936. 

VI.  2.  Willis,  born  Feb.  3,  1909;  married  Lucilc  Sommers,  born  Mar.  28, 
1909;  reside  at  Dale.  One  child,  Elaine  Laura,  born  Nov.  22,  1937. 

V.  3.  David  Degal,  born  Apr.  9,  1870;  married  Louise  Gmeiner.  One 
son,  Monroe. 

*  *  *  * 

WISCONSIN  REUNION 

The  children  of  Daniel  Zehner  and  Sevillia  Rogers,  his  wife,  have  held 
family  reunions  for  several  years  but  not  as  an  organization  until  Aug.,  1938. 
They  met  at  the  cottage  of  Ralph  Zehner.  There  were  52  members  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  and  eight  friends  present.  Officers  were  elected,  and  a  committee  appointed 
to  find  a  meeting  place,  and  to  provide  entertainment.  The  date  set  for  the  re¬ 
union  is  the  second  Sunday  in  July,  1939.  Invitations  were  sent  to  all  Zehner 
relatives  in  Wisconsin. 

The  officers  are: 

President _ 

Vice  President 

Treasurer _ 

Secretary _ 

The  committee: 

Charles  Zehner,  Mrs.  Jesse  Lloyd,  Mrs.  Max  Haner  and  Mrs.  Orville  Emmons. 

The  reunion  was  held  at  Neenah,  Wis.,  July  9,  1  939.  Attendance  150. 

(By  David  Zehner,  son  of  Abraham,  and  Irene  Evenson).. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


David  Zehner,  3rd  Son  of  Adam  Zehner— 1726 

DAVID  ZEHNER.  (II.  3.)  Was  born  in  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  Dec.  30,  1763, 
died  April  2,  1839,  aged  75  y.  3  m.  3  d.  In  the  Pa.  Archives  Series  6, 
Vol.  3,  page  865,  890,  and  891,  he  was  in  the  militia  that  served  between 
the  Revolution  and  the  War  of  1812.  In  the  classrole  of  Capt.  Christian  Bow¬ 
man’s  Co.,  April  30,  1785,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.  Twp.  from  the  age  53  to 
18  in  the  first  class  David  Zanor.  In  the  same  company  his  brother,  Sergeant 
Peter  Zanor,  Corporal  John  Zanor,  Private  first  class,  George  Zanor,  7th  class, 
and  Michael  Hoppes  (my  great  grandfather),  in  Series  3,  Vol.  19,  page  260. 
In  the  Federal  tax  list  for  1786,  David  Zehner  is  listed  as  a  single  freeman,  tax 
$10.60,  and  in  1788  tax  $7.60.  In  the  same  list  were  Adam  Zener,  Peter  and 
John  Zener,  and  George  Zener,  tax  $7.60.  He  is  listed  as  a  single  freeman,  in 
1811,  in  Penn  Twp.,  Schuylkill  Co.  The  Co.  was  divided  and  made  more 
counties  as  the  population  grew.  The  name  Zehner  is  spelled  in  several  ways  in 
these  records,  and  show  an  attempt  to  translate  German  into  English. 

David  was  46  at  the  time  of  his  father’s  death  in  1809.  He  took  over  his 
father’s  business  in  the  saw  and  grist  mill  built  in  1763,  the  year  David  was 
born.  He  was  a  captain  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  bore  a  distinguished  record. 
After  the  close  of  the  war  he  again  engaged  in  the  milling  business  four  miles 
from  Tamaqua  at  Zehner  station,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.  The  dam  extended  all 
the  way  up  to  the  Hell  Barig  (a  mountain).  At  the  head  of  the  dam  was  an 
acre  or  two  of  nice  high  pine  trees.  There  the  Indians  had  a  trading  post,  and 
his  father  traded  with  them.  In  1850  a  flood  washed  the  dam  away.  Then 
David  bought  two  farms  from  two  brothers  by  the  name  of  Pervin,  and  made 
them  one  unit  in  order  to  have  the  dam  to  run  the  mill.  One  brother  owned 
the  land  on  one  side  of  the  Schuylkill  river  where  now  is  located  “Zehner  Sta¬ 
tion”  on  the  P.  &  R.  railroad.  The  other  brother  owned  the  land  on  the  op¬ 
posite  side  of  the  river  where  the  mill  was  located.  The  water  wheel  had  to  be 
replaced  with  brass  ones  to  withstand  the  sulphur  water  from  the  mines.  He 
built  a  frame  building  connected  to  the  mill  by  a  porch.  Many  years  later  David 
had  trouble  because  they  wanted  to  remove  the  dam.  He  received  something 
..like  $20,000  after  litigation.  There  was  the  third  mill  building  standing  on 
the  same  place.  For  several  years  the  mill  was  not  in  operation  but  was  used 
only  as  a  feed  store,  with  gasoline  for  power.  But  it  has  stood  idle  for  many 
years.  In  1933  a  new  road  was  built,  passing  in  the  rear  of  the  flour  mill,  be¬ 
tween  the  mill  and  David’s  homestead.  Recently  both  the  mill  and  the  home¬ 
stead  passed  out  of  the  family  name  to  Michael  Burns.  A  Zehner  lives  on  the 
place.  In  August  1936,  the  mill  was  being  dismantled.  In  1937  all  that  re¬ 
mained  was  the  foundation, — with  plans  to  build  a  chicken  house  upon  it. 

The  first  house  at  Zehner’s  mill  was  built  by  David  from  two  grades  of 
brick,  some  of  them  from  Germany.  They  had  been  used  by  ships  as  ballast. 
The  rest  were  home  made  bricks  made  from  the  clay  on  the  farm.  It  was  a  two 
story  building,  with  a  slant  roof.  The  rooms  were  very  large,  one  down  stairs 
and  one  up. 
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The  present  large  brick  house  was  also  built  from  home-made  bricks  from 
clay  on  the  farm.  It  had  a  fire  place  in  the  living  room.  When  they  did  not 
use  it  anymore  David  built  a  safe  in  the  fireplace.  On  the  first  floor  he  con¬ 
structed  a  secret  panel,  and  on  the  upper  floor  was  a  room  or  closet  that  contained 
a  secret  panel  and  a  chest  where  he  concealed  his  money.  His  grandson,  who 
was  his  namesake,  David  Zehner  Creitz,  son  of  Rebecca,  daughter  of  David,  dis¬ 
covered  his  secret. 

David’s  son,  Wm.  Zehner,  (10)  lived  with  his  father  on  the  old  homestead 
and  young  David  Z.  Creitz  also  lived  with  them.  He  took  delight  in  being  in 
the  company  of  his  grandfather  and  in  this  way  learned  the  secret  of  where  he 
concealed  his  money.  In  the  home  on  the  second  floor  there  was  a  room  that 
never  was  opened  and  his  grandfather  was  the  only  one  he  ever  noticed  that  en¬ 
tered  it,  this  raised  his  boyish  curiosity  and  he  began  to  follow  him  but  each 
time  he  was  too  quick  for  him  and  the  door  was  closed  before  he  could  enter, 
but  it  never  discouraged  him.  He  kept  up  his  vigilance  and  one  day  two  men 
came  to  call  on  his  grandfather.  After  talking  over  a  business  deal  his  grand¬ 
father  repaired  upstairs.  His  mind  was  so  engrossed  he  forgot  his  young  name¬ 
sake  who  was  always  on  his  heels  and  David  Jr.,  slipped  in  the  room  right  back 
of  him.  The  door  closed  as  usual  but  this  time  young  David  was  on  the  inside 
unnoticed  by  his  grandfather,  who  went  to  the  window  and  struck  the  window 
casement,  there  was  a  secret  panel  along  the  side  and  he  removed  from  the  hidden 
chest  money  that  amounted  to  several  thousand  dollars.  He  then  replaced  the 
panel  and  as  he  turned  to  retrace  his  steps  he  noticed  David  Jr.  He  admonished 
him  never  to  tell  any  one  what  he  had  seen.  The  two  Davids  returned  to  the 
living  room  where  the  men  were  waiting  and  to  them  he  gave  the  money.  David 
Z.  Creitz  ever  carried  the  memory  of  the  incident.  He  had  gone  to  Indiana  with 
his  Uncle  Gideon,  many  years  had  passed  and  he  himself  was  now  an  old  man 
of  75  years.  He  returned  to  Pa.,  on  a  visit,  his  grandfather  had  gone  to  rest. 
He  went  to  the  home  of  his  youth,  the  occupants  were  strangers  to  him  but  re¬ 
ceived  him  kindly.  He  made  modest  inquiry  about  the  house,  they  knew  no 
history  of  its  builder  so  he  became  bolder  and  inquired  if  they  knew  of  a  secret 
panel.  No  they  did  not  and  took  him  to  the  room  where  he  re-enacted  what  he 
had  seen  his  grandfather  do  many  years  before.  The  panel  yielded  and  came 
out  but  this  time  it  was  empty.  The  daughters  of  Joseph  Zehner  of  Delaware 
Co.,  Ind.,  Mrs.  Chloe  Nuckols  of  Ohio,  and  Lena  C.  Meyers  of  Washington, 
as  well  as  otheT  relatives,  heard  him  tell  this  incident  of  his  life. 

It  was  also  the  home  of  William  A.  Zehner,  White  Haven,  Pa.  He  found 
the  date  1816  inscribed,  on  a  joist  in  the  cellar.  This,  no  doubt,  was  the  time 
when  the  building  was  erected.  It  has  now  been  remodeled  and  a  porch  added 
to  the  front. 

David  married  Elizabeth  Hcnrich,  daughter  of  Henry.  They  had  a  family 
of  fourteen  children,  ten  sons  and  four  daughters.  Seven  sons  grew  to  man¬ 
hood.  Six  were  millers  and  one  was  a  merchant.  Their  father  tried  diligently 
to  teach  them  a  short  cut  in  mathematics.  That  may  have  been  the  incentive 
that  lead  his  grandson  Jacob  to  become  a  teacher  at  Burlington  college,  now 
Princeton  University. 

He  accumulated  what  in  that  early  day  was  considered  a  goodly  fortune. 
One  account  of  his  son  Gideon,  which  was  preserved  by  William  A.  Creitz,  Jr., 
states  that  he  had  saved  $25,678.18.  There  were  ten  children  living  when  it 
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was  divided.  His  tenth  child,  William,  lived  in  the  home  with  his  father  and 
was  the  administrator.  Some  of  the  children  had  borrowed  money  from  David 
by  the  “copy”  statement  showing  the  amount  due  from  William  Zehner,  Ex¬ 
ecutor  of  David  Zehner  due  to  his  brother  Gideon.  Amount  of  accounts  to  the 
several  heirs  with  interest  up  to  the  17th  of  Feb.,  1846: 


To  Jacob  Botre _ $1,221.86 

John  Zehner _  763.66 

Abrm  Zehner _  458.20 

George  Miller _  763.66 

Daniel  Zehner _  1,527.33 

William  Zehner _  421.00 

Gideon  Zehner _  1,465.83 


$6,621.54 

Balance  of  William  Zehner  amount  filed: 

March  20th,  1844 _ $17,114.21 

1  yr.,  10  mo.,  27  da.  Int _  1,942.43 


$19,056.64 

10  shares _ $25,678.18 

Boys  to  have  $50  each  more  than  the  girls. 

Whole  amount _ $25,678.18 

7  boys  each  $50 _  350.00 


$25,328.18 

10  shares  each _ $  2,532.81 

Each  share _  2,532.81 

Add _  50.00 

►„  .  — -  - - 

Total _ $  2,582.81 

A  note _  1,465.83 


$  1,116.98 

To  be  deducted  200  arth  that  from  time  paid. 

At  one  time  he  gave  his  daughter  Rebecca  a  house  and  lot.  He  likely  owned 
other  property. 

David  and  his  wife  were  buried  in  Zion  Reformed  Lutheran  church  cem¬ 
etery,  West  Penn  Twp.,  8  miles  southeast  of  Tamaqua.  On  the  tombstone 
it  states:  David  Zehner,  son  of  Adam  and  Maria  Zehner,  born  Dec.  30,  1763, 
died  Apr.  2,  1839,  aged  75  y.  3  m.  3  d.  Text  II.  Timothy  4:7-8.  Elizabeth 
Zehner,  wife  of  David  Zehner,  (born  Henrich)  (Henry),  born  Mar.  1  1,  1770, 
died  June  30,  1836,  aged  66  y.  3  m.  19  d.  Text  Heb.  5.  Fourteen  children: 

III.  1.  Catharine. 

2.  Elizabeth,  died  aged  29  y. 

3.  Mary,  died  aged  68  y. 

4.  John  D..  born  Mar.  23,  1794,  died  Oct.  12.  1866,  aged  72  y.  6  m.  19 
d.;  m.  Elizabeth  Smith. 
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5.  Joseph. 

6.  David,  died  at  age  10  y.  Seized  with  lockjaw  as  he  dived  while  swim¬ 
ming  and  drowned. 

7.  Abraham,  miller.  New  York. 

8.  Daniel,  miller.  Venice  and  Sandusky,  O.;  married  Hannah  Johnstone. 

9.  Solomon,  born  Oct.  1  1,  1805,  died  Aug.  31,  1852,  aged  46  y.  10  m. 
20  d.;  m.  Saloma  Hoppes;  moved  to  Columbia  Co.  in  1832;  to  Wayne  Co., 
Ind..  in  1842;  Marshall  Co.  in  1851;  died  at  Wolf  Creek,  Ind. 

10.  William,  administrator  of  his  father’s  estate,  moved  to  Columbia  Co., 
Pa.;  buried  in  Mountain  Grove  cemetery. 

1 1 .  Rebecca,  born  Feb.  28,  1 807,  died  June  20,  1  894,  aged  86  y.  3  m.  22 
d.;  twice  married,  1st  to  Ruben  Creitz;  2nd  to  John  Deebel;  lived  at  Ringtown, 
Pa. 

12.  Henry. 

13.  Gideon,  died  Mar.  19,  1874,  aged  60  y.  6  m.  21  d.;  married  Cather¬ 
ine  Turner.  He  went  to  Ohio  about  1840;  to  Germantown,  Wayne  Co.,  Ind.; 
was  buried  Cambridge  City,  Ind. 

14.  Benjamin,  born  Mar.  8,  1815,  died  June  17,  1886,  aged  7 1  y.  3  m. 
9  d.;  m.  Hester  Hoppes,  sister  to  Solomon’s  wife;  went  to  Troy,  Ohio;  to 
Wayne  Co.,  Ind.;  to  Delaware  Co.,  Ind.  in  1851.  Both  were  buried  there. 

Of  David’s  seven  sons  grown  all  were  millers  but  one.  He  was  a  merchant. 
Daniel  was  outstanding,  in  the  eastern  states  because  he  milled  a  special  flour  for 
Dr.  Kain  when  he  was  searching  for  Dr.  Franklin,  who  was  lost  when  search¬ 
ing  for  the  North  Pole  in  the  Arctic  Region. 

Abraham  lived  in  N.  Y.  in  1868.  Some  of  his  family  live  in  Alaska.  His 
son  Charles  lived  and  died  at  Grantville,  Md. 

*  *  *  * 

III.  4.  John  D.  Zehner,  first  son  of  David,  son  of  Adam,  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Smith,  daughter  of  Col.  John  Smith,  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
They  lived  in  Lehigh  Co.,  1842,  then  moved  to  Schuylkill  Co.  and  lived  in  a 
frame  house  connected  to  his  father’s  mill  by  a  porch.  He  was  48  years  of  age. 
He  ran  the  mill,  then  his  son  David  took  it  over.  J'hey  were  buried  in  Zion 
Reformed  Lutheran  cemetery,  West  Penn  Twp.  On  the  tombstone  it  states; 

“John  Zehner,  born  Mar.  23,  1794,  died  Oct.  12,  1866,  aged  72  y.  6  m.  19  d. 

Text:  John  14:13.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Col.  John  Smith,  a  Rev.  soldier, 
born  Oct.  24,  1798,  died  Apr.  22,  1852,  aged  53  y.  5  m.  28  d.’’  To  them 

were  born  five  children.  Second  he  married  Fredricka  Berner.  They  had  four 

children. 

Elizabeth’s  children:  IV.  (1.)  Jacob, "single,  Prof.  Mathematics  and  As¬ 
tronomy  at  Burlington  college,  now  Princeton  University;  (2.)  John  married 
Susan  Kershner;  (3.)  Sarah,  died  1887;  married  John  McFarlane;  lived  at 
Milton,  Pa.,  and  raised  a  large  family;  (4.)  David,  born  Nov.  5,  1831,  died 
Nov.  10,  1897;  married  Esther  Kistlcr;  (5.)  William,  locomotive  engineer  at 
Leighton  Carbon  Co.,  Pa.  Married  Lulu  Zehner.  One  child  Lulu,  married — 
Hagerman. 
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Fredricka's  children :  (6.)  Rosa,  died  1935;  married — Chisholm;  lived  at 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  (7.)  Matilda  died;  (8.)  Louis,  retired  mail  carrier;  in 
1936  completed  a  tour  of  Europe;  married  Emma  Randal;  lived  at  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  Three  children: 

V.  (1.)  Randal.  (2.)  Louis.  (3.)  Dorothy.  All  living. 

9.  Infant  died. 

*  *  *  * 

IV.  1.  Jacob  Zehner,  son  of  John  D.  (David-Adam  1726).  A  funeral 
address  delivered  by  Bishop  Doan,  upon  the  death  of  Prof.  Jacob  Zehner,  of 
Burlington  College,  N.  J.,  now  Princeton  University: 

“Christian  Brethren: — The  documents  which  I  have  read,  proceeding  from 
such  different  sources — one  of  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends;  the  college 
faculty  with  whom  for  six  years  he  has  been  identified;  the  classes  which  to  the 
very  edge  of  his  fatal  illness,  he  faithfully  instructed — yet  all  agreeing  exactly  in 
their  estimate  of  his  character  and  its  leading  characteristics,  abundantly  demon¬ 
strate  how  great  a  loss  we  have  all  met  within  the  death  of  Professor  Zehner. 
To  his  family  and  friends,  to  this  college — to  this  community — to  the  cause 
of  science,  and  through  it  to  the  whole  country,  an  irreparable  and  incalculable 
loss. 

“I  have  but  little  to  add  to  what  has  been  read  to  you  beside  his  bier.  As  a 
scholar  as  a  teacher,  and  as  a  man,  he  was  of  rare  and  exemplary  excellence.  Es¬ 
pecially  to  the  young  who  hear  me,  there  is  in  his  brief  but  honorable  course 
the  pattern  and  the  incentive  of  their  excellence.  I  count  it  a  marked  Providence, 
and  the  most  precious  consolation  of  the  great  bereavement  as  a  college.,  that  in 
the  first  funeral  that  has  been  furnished  from  our  little  band,  I  can  point  to  the 
remains  of  one  so  worthy  to  be  cherished  and  held  in  honor,  not  only  but  to 
be  emulated  by  all  our  students — they  will  remember  what  I  said  in  the  chapel 
to  them  on  this  subject,  on  the  day  after  his  lamented  death. 

“You  see  how  early  his  devotion  to  his  studies  were  manifested.  We  know 
how  earnestly  and  indefatigably  it  was  maintained.  As  I  have  gone  many  a 
time  into  his  room  at  the  college,  found  him  alone  in  deepest,  closest  study,  I 
have  seemed  to  behold  Archimidcs  undisturbed  in  his  researches,  by  the  size  of 
the  aly  in  which  he  lived;  or  Newton  meditating  in  his  orchard  of  the  apple 
which  had  fallen  by  his  side,  to  suggest  to  him  the  theory  of  gravitation.  On 
one  occasion,  when  he  had  bent  his  mind  to  the  investigation  of  a  problem  for 
the  instruction  of  his  class  the  next  morning,  and  sat  down  to  it  early  in  the 
evening,  his  first  consciousness  of  the  time  which  had  elapsed  was  occasioned 
by  the  eastern  light  as  it  played  upon  his  window.  And  the  only  complaint 
that  I  ever  heard  of  his  making  through  all  his  illness,  was  that  he  could  not  fix 
his  mind  upon  his  customary  studies.  He  was  a  philosopher  in  the  literal  sense 
of  the  term.  He  was  a  lover  of  wisdom.  With  the  son  of  Sirach  he  found  her, 
“The  mother  of  fair  love  and  fear,  and  knowledge,  and  holy  hope/’  He  could 
truly  say  with  him,  ‘I  loved  her  and  sought  her  out  from  my  youth.  I  desired  to 
make  her  my  spouse,  and  I  was  a  lover  of  her  beauty.”  I  preferred  her  before 
sceptres  and  thrones  and  esteemed  riches  nothing  in  comparison  of  her.  Neither 
compared  I  unto  her  any  precious  stone,'  because  all  gold  in  respect  of  her,  is  as 
a  little  sand,  and  silver  shall  be  counted  as  day  before  her.  I  loved  her  above 
health  and  beauty,  and  chose  to  have  her  instead  of  light;  for  the  light  that 
cometh  from  the  sun  goeth  out/  And  he  richly  found  his,  on  this,  his  youthful 
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choice.  He  obtained  from  it  such  happiness  as  few  obtain  from  anything.  It 
gave  him  the  godlike  attribute  of  usefulness  to  men.  It  secured  for  him  the 
honor,  the  confidence,  the  affection  of  all  who  were  connected  with  him  in  his 
work,  whether  as  fellow  helpers  or  as  students.  It  had  thus  early  secured  for 
him  the  respectful  consideration  of  the  men  who  take  the  lead  in  science  in  our 
land,  and  in  a  few  years,  had  it  pleased  God  to  lend  him  to  us  so  much  longer, 
it  would  have  given  him  a  place  amongst  them. 

"Of  his  excellent  qualifications  as  a  teacher,  you  have  heard  the  testimony  of 
both  hrs  associates  and  of  his  pupils.  I,  desire  the  best  things  for  Burlington 
College,  but  I  never  desired  for  a  better  Professor  of  mathematics  than  Jacob 
Zehner  was,  and  I  shall  count  it  a  signal  blessing  from  the  Lord,  if  the  place 
which  he  has  so  soon  and  sadly  left  vacant,  shall  be  nearly  filled. 

"It  is  commonly  thought  that  men  who  devote  themselves  to  mathematics 
and  the  kindred  sciences,  are  apt  to  be  unwise  in  matters  of  daily  life,  but  it  was 
not  so  with  Professor  Zehner.  In  the  hard  questions  of  practice  and  of  discip¬ 
line,  which  college  faculties  have  constantly  to  deal  with,  I  always  found  him 
one  of  the  wisest  of  practical  men.  No  man  entered  into  a  subject  more  thor¬ 
oughly.  No  one  took  a  wider  view  of  it.  No  one  held  it  with  a  more  vigorous 
grasp.  No  one  looked  at  it  more  steadily  in  the  clear  light  of  truth  and  duty. 
No  one  shed  upon  it  the  mellowed  tints  of  a  gentler  and  more  loving  humanity. 
In  simple  truth  he  was  a  practical  philosopher. 

"As  a  man,  Professor  Zehner  was  a  man  of  primitive  integrity,  and  yet 
without  a  touch  of  sternness.  So  with  that  excessive  timidity  of  which  his  val¬ 
ued  and  most  excellent  friend,  Mr.  Jones,  has  written.  There  was  none  of  that 
dryness  in  it,  and  almost  repulsiveness  which  commonly  belongs  to  it.  That 
both  these  things  are  so,  is  seen  in  this,  that  while  he  was  one  of  the  most  re¬ 
served  men,  he  attracted  to  him  such  friends  so  strongly,  and  won  for  himself 
the  loving1  tribute  you  have  heard  today  from  boys.  The  secret  of  it  was  the 
reserve  of  a  loving  heart.  Nor  was  there  in  him,  what  is  commonly  the  accom¬ 
paniment  of  timidity — the  slightest  awkardness;  on  the  contrary,  his  was  al¬ 
ways,  and  everywhere,  the  real  dignity  of  self-composure.  I  never  knew  a  per¬ 
son  whose  character  might  be  summed  up  more  fully  in  these  words,  ‘he  was  a 
good  man.’ 

"It  fell  to  my  lot  as  his  pastor,  to  see  him  in  the  hour  of  sickness,  and  on 
the  bed  of  death.  Though  the  beginning  of  his  fatal  illness  was  more  than  a 
year  ago  in  May,  1853,  and  the  second  death  stroke  in  August — in  both  cases 
a  sudden  bleeding  at  the  lungs,  his  singular  reservedness  and  under-estimate  of 
self,  kept  it  a  secret  even  from  his  nearest  friends,  so  that  he  was  far  gone  in  con¬ 
sumption  before  it  was  understood  that  he  was  ill.  He  continued  at  his  work. 
He  continued  to  expose  himself.  He  continued  to  do  what  none  of  us  would 
have  let  him  do,  had  we  known  the  truth.  It  was  in  February  that  he  reluct¬ 
antly  gave  up,  and  from  that  time  I  continued  to  visit  him.  From  the  very  first 
visit,  I  saw  that  he  would  rapidly  decline  and  die,  and  very  soon  I  began  to  lead 
his  mind  toward  that  conclusion.  His  singular  unselfishness  and  wonderful 
serenity  of  temper,  sustained  him  steadily  in  a  different  opinion;  and  that  till 
within  a  month  of  his  death,  perhaps  even  later  than  that.  Nevertheless,  I  read 
to  him,  and  talked  with  him,  and  prayed  with  him,  and  while  he  honestly  be¬ 
lieved  there  is  no  self-deceiver  like  consumption,  that  he  was  getting  better,  and 
would  get  well,  he  left  himself,  as  he  always  told  me,  simply  and  entirely  in  the 
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hands  of  God,  to  die  or  live,  and  added,  in  his  child-like  way,  'for  I  think  that 
is  best.' 

“He  was  a  deeply  religious  man.  His  only  trust  was  in  the  merits  of  our 
Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ.  He  had  been  brought  up  among  the  Lutherans, 
and  was  in  the  fullest  sense  a  member  of  that  body,  and  he  had  long  intended, 
as  he  told  me,  but  had  delayed  it  from  time  to  time,  as  so  many  good  men  do, 
to  become  a  communicant  in  St.  Mary’s  Church.  He  was  a  constant  reader  of 
the  Bible.  During  his  illness  it  was  his  daily  observation  to  one  who  was  to 
him  the  kindness  and  the  truest  friend,  ‘now  we  will  have  our  chapter,’  and 
when  too  weak  to  read  himself,  he  desired  that  it  might  be  read  to  him.  Though 
he  died  away  from  his  family,  he  was  with  those  who  did  whatever  human  love 
can  do  for  comfort  in  sickness,  and  for  sympathy  in  death. 

“In  his  latest  days  one  of  his  brothers  was  with  him.  His  father  and  others 
of  his  family  would  have  come  to  him,  but  the  last  stages  of  his  disease  were 
fearful  in  rapidity.  I  was  with  him  at  six  o’clock  on  Tuesday  evening  last. 
He  assented  calmly  to  all  I  said  to  him  of  the  solemnities  of  the  hour,  which  I 
told  him  was  very  near — submitted  himself  unreservedly  to  the  ordering  of  his 
Father  in  Heaven,  and  left  himself  simply  in  a  child’s  dependance  on  the  cruci¬ 
fied.  I  said  by  him  ‘the  commendatory  prayer  for  a  sick  person  at  the  point  of 
departure’  and  left  him  as  it  proved,  to  die.  At  eleven  o’clock  that  night,  he 
entered  into  rest.  I  have  seldom  seen  a  happier  illustration  of  that  Scripture  of 
the  Psalmist:  ‘Mark  the  perfect  man  and  behold  the  upright,  for  the  end  of 
that  man  is  peace.’ 

*  *  *  * 

IV.  2.  John  Zehner,  son  of  John  D.  (David-Adam) ,  born  Lehigh  Co. 
about  75  years  of  age  in  1900;  married  Susan  Kershner,  deceased.  Six  children. 

When  a  young  man  John's  ambition  was  to  be  a  minister,  but  his  father 
would  not  consent.  From  all  accounts  he  was  a  financial  success. 

Copied  from  History  of  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  Zion  English  Evangelical  Lu¬ 
theran: 

“This  Zion  church  was  started  as  a  colony  which  separated  from  the  German 
Lutheran  church  1  875.  The  present  handsome  frame  edifice  was  built  in  1876 
largely  by  John  Zehner.  Its  cost  with  furniture  was  $5,500.00.  John  was 
the  first  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School.” 

In  1832  this  John  Zehner  owned  and  operated  a  hotel  in  Tamaqua,  Pa. 
John  and  his  two  brothers  owned  the  gas  works,  but  the  introduction  of  the 
electric  light  ruined  their  business.  They  sold  out  in  1894.  Then  John  retired 
from  business. 

Part  copy  of  3  letters  John  had  written  my  father: 

“Tamaqua,  Pa.,  Dec.  13th,  1897.  Mr.  Wm.  Zehner,  Plymouth,  Ind.  Dear 
Cousin.  I  had  intended  to  write  to  you  ere  this  time.  But  it  was  delayed 
through  grief.  My  brother  David  departed  this  life  on  Nov.  10th,  the  funeral 
was  on  the  16th.  The  funeral  Text  was  Proverbs  14  chapter,  32  verse.  Age 
66  years,  5  days.  He  had  some  fever  and  could  only  take  some  times  milk  and 
beef  tea  but  he  got  better  and  could  eat  food  again  in  the  morning  he  ate  his 
breakfast  and  died  at  noon.  I  thought  it  could  not  be  and  it  seems  so  strange 
to  me  yet  that  his  body  should  rest  in  the  earth  I  had  expected  to  be  more  in 
conversation  with  him  in  religious  matters.  When  we  did  meet  he  w^as  in  a 
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hurry  so  busy  in  his  work  that  he  had  no  time.  I  had  intended  to  see  him  to 
talk  with  him  as  he  was  stronger  to  talk  but  died  a  couple  days  before.  Thus 
this  teaches  us  that  we  are  but  pilgrims  here  on  earth  and  have  no  abiding  home 
here.  I  have  also  received  the  news  this  week  of  the  death  of  John  Zehner  of 
Columbia  Co.,  Pa.  He  died  on  the  night  of  7th  of  this  month.  The  funeral 
on  the  10th.  He  was  a  cousin  to  my  father.  Son  of  Daniel  Zehner.  (Son 
Adam  1726.) 

“Thus  we  see  that  this  present  life  is  at  best  of  short  duration  and  one  after 
the  other  is  passing  away  and  it  is  meant  for  us  to  say  with  the  Psalmist,  ‘Hear 
my  prayer  O  Lord  and  give  ear  unto  my  cry.  Hold  not  thy  peace  at  my  tears 
for  I  am  a  stranger  with  thee  and  a  sojourner  as  all  my  fathers  were  and  we 
should  see  that  we  should  have  a  taste  and  delight  in  spiritual  things  and  the 
Word  of  God  which  ever  abideth,  that  we  may  seek  all  our  hope  and  consolation 
from  Jesus  our  Savior  for  time  and  eternity  that  we  may  expect  to  meet  once  in 
our  Father's  House  above  for  this  earth  is  not  our  home  but  only  a  preparation 
and  passage  to  our  home.  Hoping  you  are  all  well.  Would  be  pleased  to  hear 
from  you.  I  would  thank  you  if  you  send  me  a  paper  of  your  town. 

“Feb.  15,  1897.  Your  wife’s  letter  had  been  duly  received  and  was  glad  to 
hear  from  you.  But  sorry  to  learn  of  the  early  departure  from  this  life  of  your 
daughter,  Salena.  Several  times  1  thought  to  write  to  you  and  refer  to  Salena, 
that  I  was  so  well  pleased  with  her  disposition,  that  I  thought  she  had  much  of 
Zehner  about  her  and  it  pleased  me  she  had  a  taste  for  reading.  It  would  have 
given  me  pleasure  to  have  shown  her  more  of  my  books.  Especially  of  the  lives 
of  eminent  Christians. 

“We  did  not  know  that  your  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire.  But  so  it  is  this 
life  is  made  up  with  many  trials.  The  Christian  at  least  has  to  go  through  trials 
and  sufferings  inwardly  as  well  as  outwardly.  The  Saviour  Christ  says  he  that 
will  follow  me  let  him  take  up  his  cross  and  come  after  me.  If  we  will  have 
Christ  we  must  also  have  his  cross  and  carry  it  as  long  as  we  are  in  this  life  and 
those  who  are  his  dearest  ones  have  the  heaviest  to  bear  as  his  word  teaches  He¬ 
brews  12  chap.  Isaiah  48  chap.  10  verse  Prov.  3  chap.  12  verse  Math.  16  chap. 
24  verse  and  Acts  14  chap.  22  verse.  Our  present  life  is  a  life  of  probation  to 
prepare  us  for  a  better  life,  we  need  to  be  weaned  from  this  earth  and  its  pleas¬ 
ures  and  happiness  that  we  may  seek  and  find  our  comfort  and  enjoyment  in 
Christ  and  in  his  words.  I  have  somewhat  gone  through  trials.  In  the  first 
place  a  little  Son  was  taken  from  me  who  was  the  most  lovely  child,  who  was 
the  delight  of  my  heart,  the  next  was  the  oldest  daughter  who  had  seven  small 
children,  the  youngest  a  little  over  a  week.  I  thought  it  could  not  be  but  it  was 
so.  Then  in  regard  to  my  outward  affairs  I  have  lost  through  the  dishonesty 
or  rascality  of  people  what  I  would  think  a  nice  fortune.  Though  I  thank  the 
Lord  I  have  yet  enough  to  live  but  I  am  old  I  can  not  do  any  business  which 
is  a  trial  to  me  my  nature  is  to  work  and  do  something.  How  did  your  mill  get 
on  fire  have  you  lost  a  great  deal.  When  you  write  could  you  give  me  the  funeral 
text  of  your  Salena  I  mean  the  text  upon  which  the  funeral  sermon  was  preached. 
May  the  Lord  Jesus  comfort  and  give  you  consolation  in  your  bereavement  and 
may  he  bless  us  all  in  Soul  and  body. 

“March  12,  1897.  Your  letter  was  in  due  time  received  and  was  pleased 
to  hear  from  you  and  thank  you  for  your  kindness  in  sending  the  photographs 
and  the  slip  of  paper  Tribute  to  the  memory  of  your  lamented  Salena  which 
will  always  be  appreciated  as  I  have  well  experienced  similar  trials  of  afflictions 
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in  our  family.  But  the  Bible  teaches  us  these  facts  and  the  truth  which  we  have 
to  learn  by  sad  experience.  Permit  me  to  refer  you  to  the  39  Psalm  and  Job  the 
14  chapter.  There  is  need  of  divine  grace  to  wean  us  more  and  more  from  the 
love  of  the  world  and  its  pleasures  and  direct  our  hearts  into  the  love  of  God  but 
this  is  not  such  an  easy  work  and  not  so  soon  done.  We  are  more  attached  to 
the  world  than  we  really  are  aware  of.  Therefore  it  is  needed  that  we  receive 
divine  grace  and  through  the  Holy  Spirit  be  renewed  in  heart  and  mind  that  we 
may  love  the  word  of  God  and  our  Savior  that  we  may  as  the  Apostle  says.  Set 
our  affections  on  things  above  which  are  eternal  as  Jesus  said  I  go  to  prepare 
a  place  for  you.  A  believer  does  not  die.  At  death  only  a  Christian  is  merely 
undressing  it  is  his  laying  aside  the  garments  of  mortality  and  entering  into  the 
presence  chamber  of  Jesus  and  glory.  The  apostle  says  I  recon  that  the  Suffering 
of  this  present  time  are  not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory  which  shall 
be  revealed  in  us.  Rom.  8  chap.  18  verse.  Rev.  I.  Bevridge  wrote  to  a  Lady 
whose  daughter  had  died  as  follows:  I  see  great  mercy  in  the  sudden  removal 
of  your  daughter  and  when  your  bowels  have  done  yearning  for  her  you  will 
see  it  too.  She  is  snatched  from  the  plague  of  an  evil  heart  a  wicked  world  and 
a  crafty  devil  and  from  bitter  grief  which  now  presses  you  and  from  everything 
that  might  wound  her  ear  afflict  her  eye  or  pain  her  heart. 

Yours  Respectfully,  John  Zehner. 

Notes:  Mother  and  Salcna  were  there  Nov.  1895.  He  had  a  fine  library  and  said  the 
greatest  disappointment  of  his  life  was  in  not  being  able  to  study  for  the  ministry  and  gave  them 
his  photograph. 

Isabella  Rebecca  Ziglcr,  granddaughter  of  Salome  Hoppes  Zigler  was  confirmed  and  married 
Adam  Andrew  Zehner  in  this  church.  In  her  childhood  it  was  remodeled  and  lately  an  entirely 
new  church  has  been  erected.  They  with  Dr.  T.  S.  Zehner  and  wife,  all  of  Reading,  Pa.,  at¬ 
tended  Ind.  193  7  reunion. 

John  and  Susan's  children;  V.  (1.)  John  Jr.,  single,  1900;  (2.)  Alice 
Swartz,  deceased;  (3.)  Mary,  deceased;  married  Elmer  Brode;  (4.)  William, 
Single,  1900;  (3.)  Charles,  deceased;  (6.)  David,  graduate  June,  1898  Con¬ 
servatory,  Boston,  Mass.  ^  ^  +  * 

IV.  4.  David  Zehner,  son  of  John  D.,  was  born  in  Lehigh  Co.,  Pa.,  Nov. 
5,  1831;  christened  Mar.  1  1,  1832;  confirmed  Apr.  8,  1849.  At  eleven  years 
of  age  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  where  they  lived  in  a 
frame  house  attached  to  the  mill  by  a  porch.  He  was  with  his  brother  Jacob 
when  he  died.  He  said  Jacob  died  of  typhoid  fever  at  the  age  of  33.  David 
married  Feb..  15,  1857  to  Esther  Kistler.  He  took  over'  his  father’s  saw  and 
grist  mill;  was  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank  at  Tamaqua;  President  of 
the  Farmers  Fire  Insurance  Co.  He  placed  a  stone  on  his  great  grandfather, 
Adam  Zehncr’s  grave.  David  became  ill  with  a  fever;  became  better;  ate  his 
breakfast;  and  died  at  noon.  His  funeral  was  held  Nov.  16,  1897;  text  Pro¬ 
verbs  14:32;  buried  at  Zion  church,  West  Penn  Twp.  On  the  tombstone  it 
states:  David  Zehner,  born  Nov.  5,  1831 F died  Nov.  10,  1897,  aged  66  y.  5  d. 
Esther  nee  Kistler,  wife  of  David  Zehner,  born  Apr.  23,  1835,  died  May  2, 
1  902,  aged  67  y.  9  d. 

They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children.  V.  (1.)  Amandus.  (2.)  Jacob. 
(3.)  Emma  Magdalena,  died  in  infancy.  (4.)  John  Adam.  (5.)  Mary  E.  (6.) 
Sarah  Jane.  (7.)  Ellen  Ida.  (8.)  Hattie  Louise.  (9.)  Daniel  B.  (10.)  Edwin  S. 
(11.)  Wm.  Abraham.  Five  living  in  1938. 
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My  mother  and  sister  Salena  Margaret  arrived  at  David’s  home  Thursday, 
Nov.  20,  1895.  The  next  day  his  wife  and  a  hired  man  took  them  to  the  home 
of  father's  uncle,  Michael  Hoppes.  On  Monday  evening  they  went  to  the  home 
of  David’s  daughter,  Mrs.  Ellen  I.  Fridirici,  leaving  there  Wednesday  the  26th. 
They  were  accompanied  to  the  train  by  the  cousin  and  Mrs.  Waltman  of  Mont¬ 
gomery.  They  then  went  to  the  home  of  my  cousin  Rev.  Moses  Grossman, 
Conyngham,  Pa.  The  valley  of  revolutionary  and  Indian  fame  and  believed 
the  most  beautiful  in  Pa. 

*  *  *  * 

V.  1.  Amandus  Zehner,  son  of  David  (John  D.),  was  born  July  7,  1858, 
died  in  Nov.  1938;  farmer.  He  helped  to  fill  in  the  hole  where  the  clay  had 
been  taken  to  make  home-made  bricks  for  his  great  grandfather’s  brick  house. 
The  hole  was  filled  with  water  and  a  breeding  place  for  snakes  and  mosquitos. 
He  married  May  Martha  Houser,  (deceased) .  There  were  eight  children. 

VI.  1.  Frederick  Eugene  married  Dora  Faust.  Three  children. 

VII.  (1.)  William;  (2.)  Dorothy,  married  Carl  Foyer;  (3.)  Charles. 

VI.  2.  Irene  May  married  Frank  Baker.  Two  children. 

VII.  1.  Frank  married  Vera  Schleicher;  (2.)  Kenneth  married  Katherine 
Redline.  One  daughter  Phyllis. 

VI.  (3.)  Walter.  Died;  (4.)  George.  (5.)  Frank,  deceased.  (6.)  Edv/ard 
C.,  married  Edna  Womer.  Three  children:  VII.  (1.)  Kenneth;  (2.)  Paul; 
(3.)  Nancy. 

VI.  7.  Joseph  Daniel,  married.  8.  Charles,  died. 

*  *  *  * 

V.  2  Jacob  Zehner,  son  of  David,  was  born  in  1859,  died  Aug.  3,  1926, 
aged  67  y.;  a  miller;  married  Emma  E.  Zehner.  Four  children: 

VI.  1.  Infant  son,  died.  2.  Emory,  died.  (3.)  Robert  C.,  married  Lena 

- - .  Three  children: 

VII.  1.  LeRoy;  (2.)  Elizabeth;  (3.)  Naomi. 

VI.  (4.)  Herman,  married  Gertrude  Jeffries.  One  daughter,  Elizabeth. 

V*  4.  John  Adam  Zehner,  son  of  David  (John  D.),  died  in  the  hospital 
at  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  from  cancer  of  the  stomach  Mar.  3,  1920,  aged  58  y.  1  m.  25 
d.f  was  division  engineer  on  L.  V.  railroad  1900;  was  appointed  assistant  his¬ 
torian  of  the  Zehner  family.  After  his  death  his  history  was  given  to  his 
brother  Wm.  A.,  of  White  Haven,  Pa.  John  married  Mary  P.  Bachert,  de¬ 
ceased.  There  were  two  children: 

VI.  1.  Guy  Oram,  deceased;  married  Helen  Ritter:  (2.)  Alma  Susan  mar¬ 
ried  John  Paul;  one  son,  John,  lived  at  Easton,  Pa. 

V.  5.  Mary  E.  Zehner,  daughter  of  David  (John  D.)  ;  died  1928;  married 
Amandus  Wertman.  Four  children:  VI.  (-1.)  Infant  son  and  (2.)  Minnie, 
both  died.  (3.)  Ralph  married  Helen  Miller;  two  children:  (VII.  1.)  Infant 
son,  deceased;  (2.)  Ralph  Jr.  (4.)  Harris  married  Hulda  Walz;  two  children: 
(VII.  1.)  Nancy  Lee;  (2.)  Margaret  Ann. 

V.  6.  Sarah  Jane  Zehner,  daughter  of  David  (John  D.),  born  1866;  mar¬ 
ried  Dr.  Albert  M.  Sittler,  Bowmanstown,  Pa. ;  two  children. 

VI.  1.  Bessie  married  Louis  Kemerer;  one  daughter,  Mary  Jane. 
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2.  Grace  married  Howard  Hausman;  one  son,  VII.  1.  Willard  Monroe, 
Leighton,  Pa.;  1938  senior  at  Muhlenberg  College;  majoring  in  chemistry  and 
biology;  married  June  26,  1938  to  Evelyn  Kathryn  Shankweiler,  school  teacher 
at  Allentown,  Pa.  (Her  mother  was  Minnie  Hoppes).  One  daughter  VIII.  1. 
Judith  Mary,  born  1939,  Leighton,  Pa. 

V.  7.  Ellen  Ida  Zehner,  daughter  of  David  (John  D.),  born  1868;  mar¬ 
ried  Ulysses  G.  Fridirici;  veterinarian;  six  children;  two  sons  are  veterinarians. 

VI.  1.  Leon  Raymond. 

2.  Ira  Linton,  married  Helen  Matten;  two  children.  VII  1.  Phyllis  Jane, 
(2.)  Ira  Jr. 

3.  Curtis  Alfred,  married  Vera  Burns;  four  children.  VII.  (1.)  Curtis  Jr. 
(2.)  Henry  Grant.  (3.)  David.  (4.)  Valerie. 

4.  Esther  Matilda,  married  William  Wodvcock;  one  daughter,  Betty  Ellen. 

5.  Anna  Marguerite,  married  Leonard  Herring;  one  son,  Paul. 

6.  Charles. 

V.  8.  Hattie  Louisa  Zehner,  daughter  of  David  (John  D.),  born  1870; 
married  Dr.  Warren  C.  Sittler;  he  died  Feb.,  1932.  (No  relation  to  Sarah’s  hus¬ 
band).  Hattie  fell  down  a  few  steps  in  her  home  and  broke  her  collar  bone 
June,  1939. 

VI.  1.  Earl  married  Hattie  Humm;  one  son,  Robert. 

V.  9.  Daniel  B.  Zehner,  son  of  David  (John  D.),  assistant  engineer  L.  V. 
railroad  1900;  died  Jan.  29,  1931,  aged  59  y.;  married  Harriet  L.  Longacre; 
two  sons. 

VI.  1.  David  John  married  Florence  Sharp;  three  children. 

VII.  1.  Marion.  2.  David  J.,  Jr.  3,  May  Jane. 

2.  George  Daniel  Zehner. 

V.  10.  Edwin  S.  Zehner,  son  of  David  (John  D.),  born  Sept.  17,  1874, 
died  Feb.  16,  1922,  aged  47  y.  4  m.  29  d.;  miller;  married  Matilda  Zehner, 
daughter  of  Thomas,  grandson  of  John  Zehner.  They  lived  on  John’s  home¬ 
stead.  Three  children; 

VI.  1.  Richard  Walter  married  Lillian  Johnson;  one  son,  Ronald;  (2.) 
Earl  David  married  Cora  Arner;  one  son,  David  Earl,  Jr.;  (3.)  Willard  Zehner. 

V.  1 1.  William  Abraham  Zehner,  son  of  David  (John  D.),  born  Sept.  21, 
1876;  school  teacher;  married  Esther  Honsberger,  born  Oct.  16,  1878;  thirteen 
children; 

VI.  (1.)  Russell  Franklin,  born  June  22,  1905;  (2.)  William  Alton,  Jr., 
born  Sept.  21,  1906;  married  G.  Davies;  (3.)  Burton  Daniel,  born  Apr.  16, 
1909;  (4.)  Marion  Esther,  born  May  6,  1910;  married  Grimes;  one  daughter; 
(5.)  Margaret  Justine,  born  Sept.  12,  1911;  (6.)  John  Edwin,  born  Jan.  12, 
1913;  (7.)  Walter  James,  born  June  27,  1914;  (8.)  Wilson  David,  born  July 
10,  1915,  died  Oct.  8,  1917;  (9.)  Gertrude  Louise,  born  Sept.  17,  1916,  died 
Oct.  22,  1917;  (10.)  Robert  Laurence,  born  July  16,  1918;  ( 1 1 .) Ethel  May, 
born  Sept.  29,  1'9 19;  (12.)  Warren  Clcmct,  born  Mar.  15,  1921;  (13.) 
Charles  Albert,  born  Mar.  12,  1925.  All  live  at  White  Elaven,  Pa. 
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DANIEL  ZEHNER,  SON  OF  DAVID 


DANIEL  ZEHNER,  (III.  8.).  eighth  child  of  David  (Adam),  died  Nov. 
10,  1875,  aged  74  y.  5  m.  28  d.;  married  Hannah  Johnstone,  born  Mar. 
3,  1806  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  died  Apr.  29,  1898,  aged  92  y.  1  m.  25  d. 
Baptismal  record  of  Daniel  Zehner.  “These  two  parents,  David  Zehner 
and  his  loving  wife  Elizabeth  born  (Henricher)  a  son  born  in  the  year  1801 
the  12th  day  of  May  in  America  in  the  State  of  Pa.,  in  Northampton  Co.,  in 
Penn  Twp.,  baptised  by  Rev.  Chelarck  in  the  Lutheran  church.  His  sponsors 
were  John  Zehner  and  wife  Barbara  and  he  was  named  Daniel.’' 

Daniel  was  a  miller  at;  Sandusky,  Ohio,  milling  the  special  brand  of  flour 
used  by  Dr.  Kain,  in  his  search  for  Dr.  Franklin  who  was  lost  searching  for  the 
North  Pole  in  the  Artie  regions.  Later  Daniel  settled  at  Venice,  near  Sandusky, 
O.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children: 

IV.  (1)  David  Benjamin,  born  June  14,  1831,  drowned  in  Black  Rock 
river  July  14,  1841;  (2)  Delilah  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  17,  1832;  (3)  Luvi- 
nia,  born  Sept.  8,  1834,  died  1846;  (4)  Daniel  William,  born  April  11,  1836; 
(5)  Hannah  Amelia,  born  April  14,  1838;  (6)  James  Erastus,  born  April 
25,  1840;  (7)  Melisa  Jane,  born  July  31,  1843;  (8)  Abraham  Dorwin,  born 
Nov.  13,  1844;  (9)  Mary  Louisa,  born  Oct.  17,  1846. 

IV.  2.  Delilah  Elizabeth  Zehner,  daughter  of  Daniel,  married  Carlton 
Gaw.  There  were  six  children: 

V.  (1)  Daniel,  (2)  Louis  R.,  (3)  Jennie,  (4)  Alice  married  Dawson, 
(5)  William,  (6)  Charles. 

IV.  4.  Daniel  Wm.  Zehner,  son  of  Daniel;  married  Emma  Hauscom; 
three  children: 

V.  (1)  Harry,  (2)  Dollie,  (3)  Carl. 

IV.  5.  Hannah  Amelia  Zehner,  daughter  of  Daniel;  married  Edgar  Moore; 
one  son,  Thomas  (Percy) . 

IV.  6.  James  Erastus  Zehner,  son  of  Daniel;  married  Mary  Jane  Granger, 
born  in  London,  Ontario,  Can.;  four  children: 

V.  (1)  Edward  Dorwin  married  Mae  McDonald;  one  child,  Ethel  May, 
married  Gaylord  Wood. 

(2)  Wm.  Erastus  married  Nettie  Worthington,  died  Mar.  23,  1926,  aged 
52y,  at  the  home  of  his  sister,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Brown,  2035  Chestnut  Hills  Dr., 
Cleveland  Heights,  O.  His  mother,  Mrs.  Mary  Granger  Zehner,  and  a  brother, 
Fred  Zehner,  survive.  He  was  manager  of  the  Masonic  temple  since  Sept.  1925, 
and  for  years  active  in  Masonic  circles.  He  was  past  master  of  Tyrian  lodge; 
honorary  member  of  Oman  lodge;  and  past  commander  of  Oriental  command- 
ery.  He  was  also  a  member  of  several  other  Masonic  organizations. 

(3.)  Mary  Louise  Zehner  married  Ernest  Benton,  died  1935.  She  sailed 
June  25,  1938  on  the  Vulcania  to  motor  through  Europe.  Two  children:  VI. 
(1.)  Ernest  Benton,  Jr.,  married  Mary  Stark:  one  child,  Barbara,  lives  at  Kal¬ 
amazoo,  Mich.:  (2.)  Mary  Louise,  married  George  B.  Curtiss;  one  child, 
Sally  Brown. 

(4.)  F;rcd  Braggins  Zehner  married  Madeline  Ryan. 


Seventy-seven 


THE  FIRST  ZEHNER-HOPPES  FAMILY  HISTORY 


IV.  7.  Melissa  Jane  Zehner,  daughter  of  Daniel,  married  Andrew  Butts; 
three  children. 

V.  (1.)  John.  (2.)  Charles.  (3.)  Zehner  Butts. 

IV.  8.  Abraham  Dorwin  Zehner,  son  of  Daniel,  born  Nov.  13,  1844  at 
Venice,  O.;  lived  there  on  the  farm  about  all  his  life.  He  died  in  1923.  He 
served  as  a  drummer  in  the  Civil  War.  “Historical  record  workers  of  Sandusky, 
O.,  found  a  drum  in  1936  bearing  what  they  thought  to  be  the  signature  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.  The  drum  belonged  to  Dorwin,  who  carried  it  in  the  Civil 
War/’  Dorwin  was  married  in  1874  to  Katherine  Worth.  There  were  three 
children: 

V.  (1.)  George.  (2.)  Aida  Ray.  (3.)  Norma. 

V.  1.  George  Zehner,  son  of  Abraham  Dorwin,  born  Sept.  1875,  Venice, 
O. ;  employed  since  1896  on  N.  Y.  C.  railroad,  except  one  year  when  he  served 
in  the  Spanish  American  War;  married  1902  to  Amanda  Boysen;  three  children, 
all  married: 

VI.  (1.)  Kathryn,  born  1903;  married  Muehlhauser;  (2.)  Howard  G., 
born  1906;  (3.)  Kenneth  B.,  born  1908. 

V.  2.  Aida  Ray  Zehner,  daughter  of  Abraham  Dorwin,  born  in  1881; 
single;  living  on  the  homestead  of  her  grandfather,  Daniel.  She  has  the  Jacob 
Zehner  funeral  address,  in  German,  framed. 

V.  3.  Norma  Zehner,  daughter  of  Abraham  Dorwin,  born  1885,  Venice, 
O.;  married  Paul  Baker  who  died  1920;  one  son,  Leonard  died  1935;  she  then 
married  Robert  Clarke. 

My  grand  mother  Hannah's  history  of  her  life,  written  by  Norma  Zehner 
Jan.  4,  1897: 

“I  was  born  in  1806,  third  day  of  March,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
I  lived  there  until  I  was  13  years  old.  T  hen  my  father,  Wm.  Johnstone,  emi¬ 
grated  to  Canada,  township  of  Birtie,  in  upper  Canada  and  lived  there  until  I 
was  twenty  years  of  age.  Then  I  was  married  to  a  young  man  named  Daniel 
Zehner — (a  science  miller  by  trade).  He  superintended  those  mills  at  Black 
Rock  (1829)  eighteen  miles  above  the  Niagara  Falls.  From  there  we  moved 
to  Ohio  where  my  husband  superintended  the  mill  at  Venice  in  1843.  We  came 
up  the  lake  on  the  steamboat  Robert  Fulton.  I  lived  there  in  the  terrible  pesti¬ 
lence  of  Cholera.  I  lived  through  the  Cholera  and  thanks  be  to  God  that  I  did 
not  lose  one  of  my  children  although  surrounded  by  death  and  sickness.  I  lived 
through  three  of  these  pestilences;  1  832  at  Buffalo;  1  844  at  Sandusky ;  1  853  go¬ 
ing  on  my  way  to  Boston,  Mass.  My  husband  was  going  there  to  superintend 
a  mill.  Then  we  lived  there  three  years.  His  flour  took  the  premium  at  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  fair,  and  won  a  fifty  dollar  medal.  Not  long  after  the 
mill  burned  and  we  moved  back  to  Ohio  because  we  had  a  farm  there  with  fruit 
and  everything  comfortable.  I  had  nine  children  and  there  we  lived  fifty  years 
on  the  farm  at  Venice  happy  and  comfortable  all  our  lives.  My  husband  was 
75  years  old  when  he  died  on  the  good  old  farm,  one  of  the  best  men  that  ever 
lived.” 

Note:  They  have  the  funeral  address  of  Prof.  Jacob  Zehner  in  German  framed. 
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IV.  9.  Mary  Louise  Zehner,  daughter  of  Daniel,  married  Henry  Brunt;  four 
children: 

V.  (1.)  Edith.  (2.)  Zehner  Brunt.  (3.)  John.  (4.)  Charles. 

*  *  *  * 


WILLIAM  ZEHNER,  (III.  10.),  tenth  child  of  David  (Adam),  was  born 
about  1807;  lived  in  his  father's  home,  Zehner's  station,  Tamaqua,  Pa., 
after  the  death  of  his  mother.  He  also  had  with  him  his  nephew,  David 
Zehner  Crcitz;  his  sister  Rebecca’s  son.  He  was  administrator  of  the  estate  of 
his  father  who  died  in  1839.  William  was  for  a  number  of  years  settled  in 
Schuylkill  Co.  at  Tamaqua,  where  he  owned  property  and  was  engaged  in  the 
milling  business.  He  remained  there  until  the  great  flood  swept  away  the  most 
of  his  property  or  possessions  and  then  moved  to  Mountain  Grove,  Luzerne  Co., 
near  the  line  of  Columbia  Co.  He  passed  the  rest  of  his  life  there  as  a  farmer. 
His  children  were: 

IV.  (I.)  David  W.,  who  was  killed  on  the  homestead  by  a  bull;  (2.)  B. 
Frank,  who  lives  in  Luzerne  Co.;  (3.)  William  J.;  (4.)  Amanda,  deceased; 
(5.)  Libby,  deceased. 

A  William  Zehner  is  buried  at  Mountain  Grove,  Luzerne  Co.  (There  is  quite 
a  Zehner  settlement  there). 

From  History  of  Columbia  and  Montour  Co.,  Pa.,  published  by  J.  H. 
Beers  13  Co.,  1915,  Vol.  2,  page  800: 

IV.  3.  “William  J.  Zehner,  son  of  William,  was  born  Mar.  23,  1846  at 
Mountain  Grove,  and  lived  there  until  Apr.  1,  1871,  at  which  time  he  moved 
to  Roaring  Creek  Twp.,  Columbia  Co.  where  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming 
since.  He  is  a  respected  and  well  known  resident  of  that  section.  He  is  a  demo¬ 
crat,  and  has  served  as  overseer  of  the  poor  in  his  district.  In  June  1867,  he 
married  Christina  Gearhart,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Lydia  (Miller)  Gearhart, 
born  Apr.  3,  1847  in  Roaring  Creek  Twp.  on  the  farm  where  they  now  live. 
In  1938  at  the  age  of  92  he  was  very  well  preserved  and  keen  of  mind.  They 
have  a  family  of  nine  children.”  The  children: 

V.  (1.)  David  F.,  who  died  when  nine  years  old;  (2.)  William  P. ;  (3.) 
Annie,  wife  of  Frank  Ohl;  live  at  Bloomsburg,  Pa.;  (4.)  Ellen,  who  died 
young;  (5.)  Hannah,  who  married  Elmer  Tyson;  (6.)  Mary,  who  married 
Wm.  Berninger;  (7.)  Samuel  R.,  who  is  a  dealer  in  farm  implements  at  Blooms¬ 
burg.  Note.  (Died  several  years  ago.  C.  W.  E.  B.,  1938)  ;  (8.)  Cora,  wife 
of  Adam  Knorr;  (9.)  Pierce,  who  lives  at  home. 

V.  2.  William  P.  Zehner,  who  recently  completed  a  term  as  sheriff  of  Co¬ 
lumbia  Co.,  has  been  a  resident  of  BloomsbuTg  since  he  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  the  office.  He  previously  located  at  Mainville  and  was  one  of  the  most  active 
citizens  of  that  town  and  vicinity.  He  was  born  Dec.  20,  1870  at  Mountain 
Grove.  He  is  the  son  of  Wm.  J.  Zehner  and  a  grand  son  of  Wm.  Zehner,  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  that  section. 

A  Washington  Zehner  married  and  lives  in  Roaring  Creek  Twp.  His  chil¬ 
dren  are:  Emma,  Lydia,  John,  Benjamin,  Anna,  and  Frease. 
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Rebecca  Zehner 

REBECCA  ZEHNER,  (III.  lL),  daughter  of  (David-Adam),  was  born 
Feb.  28,  1807,  died  June  20,  1894;  aged  87  y.  3  m.  22  d.,  twice  married; 
1st,  to  Ruban  Creitz,  born  Dec.  4,  1802,  died  Sept.  19,  1836;  2nd,  to 
John  Deebel,  born  July  29,  1809,  died  May  1,  1894,  aged  85  y.  9  m.  13  d. 
Mr.  Creitz  died  leaving  her  with  two  young  sons.  Her  father  gave  her  a  house 
at  Ringtown,  Pa.,  and  it  is  still  in  the  family.  It  has  the  dinner  bell  hanging  on 
the  corner  of  the  front  porch.  She  later  married  Mr.  Deebel  and  raised  a  family 
of  six  children.  They  have  grandchildren  scattered  over  all  Pa.  One  grandson, 
John  Fair,  is  an  operative  miller  at  Richmond,  Ind.  His  sister,  Clara,  lives  in 
the  Creitz  Home,  Cambridge  City,  Ind.  Rebecca's  children  were: 

IV.  (1.)  William  Creitz.  (2.)  David  Zehner  Creitz.  (3.)  Louisa  Dee¬ 
bel,  married  Robert  Ervin  Fair.  Fourteen  children;  (4.)  Samuel,  born  Aug.  19, 
1842,  died  Jan.  19,  1917;  married  Rachel  Eisenhour,  one  child;  (5.)  Henry, 
married  Ann  Herring,  eight  children;  (6.)  John,  married  Flannah  Lorah,  eight 
children;  (7.)  Rebecca,  married  Henry  Bctzenberger,  nine  children;  (8.)  Abra¬ 
ham,  married  Mattie  Leonard,  five  children. 

Some  years  after  Rebecca  married  Mr.  Deebel  her  brothers  became  interested 
in  her  Creitz  sons.  Her  son  David  Creitz  went  to  live  with  her  brother,  Wil¬ 
liam,  and  William  A.  Creitz  was  raised  by  her  brother- Gideon. 

IV.  1.  William  A.  Creitz,  born  in  Pa.  At  an  early  age  accompanied  his 
uncle  Gideon  Zehner  to  Ohio,  then  to  Indiana.  In  1864  he  went  to  Kansas  and 
fought  Indians;  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war;  helped  to  build  the  Union  Pacific 
railroad;  died  while  working,  leaving  a  family  of  four  children: 

V.  (1.)  William  Creitz,  in  N.  Dakota,  has  the  marks  of  a  real  Zehner,  as 
he  likes  to  hunt  and  is  not  content  without  a  gun.  (2.)  Horace  Creitz,  was  a 
railroad  engineer,  and  was  killed  in  a  railroad  accident.  (3.)  Laura  (Mrs. 
George  Oaks),  lives  in  Kansas  City,  Ka.  (4.)  Mary  lives  in  Texas. 

IV.  2.  David  Zehner  Creitz,  born  in  Pa.,  lived  with  his  Uncle  Wm.  Zehner 
who  lived  with  his  father.  Young  David  delighted  in  the  company  of  his  grand¬ 
father.  He  managed  to  slip  into  the  room  where  his  grandfather  had  made  a 
secret  panel  in  the  window  casement  to  conceal  his  money.  He  returned  to  Pa., 
from  Ind.,  when  he  was  about  75  years  of  age  and  revealed  to  the  occupants  of 
the  house  where  the  panel  was,  and  how  to  open  it. 

David  married  Sarah  Hullsinger.  The  family  were  clock  makers,  located  at 
York,  Pa.  He  got  the  western  fever  and  bought  land  in  Northern  Ohio.  He 
moved  from  Ohio  to  Indiana  in  1852.  When  he  visited  the  Marshall  Co.  Zeh- 
ners  the  railroad  ran  from  Centerville  to  Peru.  He  had  to  walk  the  other  35 
miles. 

David  bought  his  uncle  Gideon's  half  interest  in  the  mill  at  Centerville,  Ind., 
with  his  cousin  William  Zehner  as  partner.  William  sold  his  interest  back  to 
Gideon  and  returned  to  Marshall  Co.  Then  David  moved  into  Gideon’s  home. 

Through  Uncle  Benjamin's  advice  it  was  thought  best  that  David  leave 
Gideon  and  start  a  career  of  his  own.  In  May,  1868,  they  moved  eight  miles 
from  uncle  and  bought  a  mill  one  mile  north  of  Cambridge  City.  Benjamin 
then  made  them  frequent  visits  to  offer  suggestions  that  helped  them  get  started 
on  their  own  efforts.  In  1889  they  purchased  the  Eagle  mill  in  Cambridge  City 
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which  had  been  built  in  1845.  It  has  five  stories.  His  son  William  sold  this 
mill  in  1925. 

It  was  David’s  son  William  A.'s  good  fortune  to  be  Uncle  Gideon’s  fav¬ 
orite  boy  and  the  best  was  none  too  good  for  him.  He  had  in  mind  to  make  a 
mighty  miller  and  game  hunter  of  him,  and  a  school  teacher  of  his  sister  Maggie, 
Mrs.  Magdalena  Montgomery.  It  was  in  Gideon’s  home  he  met  the  sons  of 
David  in  1868  when  a  photograph  was  taken  of  Abraham,  Daniel,  Gideon,  and 
Benjamin,  all  millers.  Included  in  this  volume. 

William  A.,  a  miller  at  Cambridge  City,  is  a  lover  of  the  great  out-of-doors 
with  its  beautiful  scenery,  especially  in  the  fall.  One  view  he  admires  and  has 
seen  every  day  for  forty  years  is  a  view  of  the  landscape' with  his  mill  in  the  dis¬ 
tance.  It  is  the  shadow  effects  of  the  trees  and  the  mill  on  the  clear  water.  Many 
pictures  of  the  view  have  been  widely  copied  Later  one  made  in  oil  was  sold 
for  $300.00.  One  copy  hangs  in  a  high  school  at  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  which 
sold  for  $500.00.  William  planted  the  trees  in  Creitz  Park  at  Cambridge  City 
himself  and  was  noted  for  his  unassuming  philantrophy. 

Old  father  time  has  been  good  in  sparing  the  old  stock  Zehners  as  he 
knew  them  down  his  way,  with  little  use  for  the  modern  pink  pills,  and  his 
motto  “what  is  to  be  will  be.’’  He  was  out  of  the  old  grey  hound  stock  of  the 
Zehner  family  and  glad  for  his  good  health  if  he  does  have  to  go  it  slow  at 
times.  He  was  glad  the  dents  were  no  worse  than  he  sees  about  him.  At  a  later 
time  he  wrote  “Old  father  time  has  been  pecking  at  me,”  after  being  struck  down 
by  a  minister’s  car  while  crossing  the  street.  When  it  was  not  convenient  to  at¬ 
tend  the  1936  reunion  he  wrote:  “Our  family  is  getting  a  good  bit  creaky  like 
an  old  wagon  with  loose  tires  and  better  stay  home  at  first  base.”  His  father’s 
family  consists  of: 

V.  (1.)  William  A.  Creitz,  born  May  24,  1856,  died  Mar.  29,  1939, 
aged  82  y.  10  m.  5  d.  The  service  was  conducted  by  Masonic  lodge.  Married 
Emma  Schultz,  deceased.  (2.)  Alice,  married  Jacob  Mackel,  live  at  Muncie, 
Ind.  ;  one  son,  Cullen,  dentist  at  Indianapolis.  (3.)  Magdalena,  married  1st 
John  Keppler;  2nd,  A.  O.  Montgomery;  two  children,  Mabel  Keppler,  died 
1916,  and  Paul  Keppler,  who  married  Helen  Schaeffer.  They  had  one  child, 
John  Zehner  Keppler,  in  railroad  service,  Indianapolis.  Magdalena  had  pre¬ 
served  the  Prof.  Zehner  funeral  address  in  English  with  a  flowered  border.  She 
died  in  Oct.,  1936,  at  Kentland,  Ind.  (4.)  Ida  Creitz,  married  Wm.  Sweeney. 

IV.  3.  Louisa  Dcebel,  daughter  of  Rebecca,  married  Robert  Ervin  Fair:  14 
children; 

V.  (1.)  Sarah.  (2.)  Emma  Rebecca,  born  Oct.  9,  1860;  married  Henry 
Drumm.  (3.)  Llannah  Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  9,  1862.  (4.)  Clara  Minetta, 
born  Nov.  10,  1864;  married  1st,  Wm.  Harold;  one  child;  2nd,  Philip  Blumke, 
one  child.  (5.)  William.  (6.)  Charles.  (7.)  Mary  Ella,  born  July  1,  1868; 
married  Raymond  K.  Reynolds.  (8.  £?  9.)  Twins,  Lily  Mae,  and  Maude,  born 
July  31.  (10.)  Franklin,  married  Ellen  Winterstein.  (11.)  John,  born  May 
12,  1876,  married  Minnie  Drischel.  (12.)  Arthur.  (13.)  Harriet.  (14.) 
Robert. 

At  the  1938  Indiana  reunion  Clara  Blumke  told  the  following  story  about 
Louisa  Dcebel:  “Some  of  the  family  were  at  the  barn  milking  when  Louisa 
went  to  the  spring  for  water.  She  thought  she  heard  a  baby  crying  and  started 
in  the  direction  the  sound  came  from.  As  she  walked  a  forked  stick  lay  in  the 
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path.  She  picked  it  up,  and  after  walking  three  quarters  of  a  mile  there  were  two 
wild  cats  fighting  near  the  edge  of  the  woods.  She  struck  with  the  stick  and 
one  cat  fell;  the  other  ran  away.  The  family  returned  to  the  house  and  won¬ 
dered  \Vhere  Louisa  was,  as  she  was  gone  for  some  time.  The  snow  was  very 
deep  and  covered  with  a  hard  crust.  But  the  added  weight  caused  her  to  break 
through.  But  she  returned  home  dragging  the  large  cat  by  the  tail  and  said,  “I 
thought  it  was  a  baby  crying." 

V.  2.  Emma  R.  Fair,  married  Henry  Drumm.  Seven  children: 

VI.  (1.)  Louise  Caroline,  born  Dec.  3,  1886.  (2.)  Margaret  Yost, 

born  May  28,  1888.  (3.)  Emma  Rebecca.  (4.)  Ida  May  (drown),  born 
Apr.  1,  1893;  drowned.  (5.)  Robert  Ervin,  born  June  28,  1895.  (6.)  Warren 
Fair.  (7.)  Henry  Arthur,  born  Jan.  18,  1906. 

VI.  (5.)  Robert  E.  Drumm,  son  of  Henry,  married  July  4,  1922  to  Eliza¬ 
beth  Carter  Reynolds.  Two  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Robert  Fair  Drumm,  born  Aug.  22,  1928;  (2.)  David  Rey¬ 
nolds  Drumm,  born  Feb.  4,  1933. 

VI.  (6.)  Warren  F.  Drumm,  married  Oct.  31,  1931  to  Helen  May  David. 

(7.)  Arthur  Henry  Drumm,  married  Dec.  24,  1929,  Pansy  Simmons. 

V.  (4.)  Clara  M.  Fair,  married  twice:  1st,  William  Harold,  one  son,  Guy. 
2nd,  Apr.,  1905,  Philip  Blumke,  one  child,  Mary  Louise,  born  Nov.  30,  1906. 

VI.  1.  Guy  Harold,  married  Edith  Barnes,  two  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Wilbur,  born  Aug.  26,  1916.  (2.)  Mary  Jane,  born  June  1, 
1918. 

V.  7.  Mary  Ella  Fair,  married  Raymond  K.  Reynolds,  two  children:  VI. 
(1.)  Robert  Ervin  Fair.  (2.)  Elizabeth  Carter,  born  July  1  1,  1903. 

V.  9.  Twin  Maude  Fair,  married  Benjamin  Washington  Heiser.  Two 
children:  VI.  (1.)  Benjamin  Washington.  Jr.,  born  Aug.  26,  1897;  (2.) 
Mary  Fair,  born  Aug.  13,  1900,  married  June,  1924  to  Thomas  Richards,  two 
children : 

VII.  (1.)  Mary  Margaret,  born  Dec.  14,  1924.  (2.)  Ann  Louise,  born 

Nov.,  1925. 

« 

V.  10.  Franklin  Fair,  married  Ellen  Winterstein,  two  children:  VI.  (1.) 
Leah  Maude.  (2.)  Anna  Edith. 

VI.  (1.)  Leah  Maude  Fair,  married  Aug.,  1920  Earl  Mushier,  two  chil¬ 
dren: 

VII.  1.  William  Earl,  Jr.,  born  July  10,  1921.  (2.)  Robert  Rochester, 
born  Mar.,  1926. 

V.  11.  John  Fair,  married  Minnie  Drischel,  operative  miller,  Richmond, 
Ind.  One  son:  VI.  (1.)  Robert  Drischel,  born  Sept.  19,  1900. 

IV.  4.  Samuel  Deebel,  son  of  Rebecca,  born  Aug.  19,  1842,  died  Jan.  19, 
1917;  married  Rachel  Eisenhauer.  One  child. 

V.  (1.)  Rebecca  Deebel,  married  Henry  D.  Horn.  One  child:  VI.  (1.) 
Samuel  Henry  Horn. 
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IV.  5.  Henry  Deebel,  married  Ann  Herring;  eight  children:  V.  (l.jj 
Charles,  married,  has  one  child,  Marguerite  E.,  born  June  1  1,  1899,  died  Dec. 
20,  1902.  (2.)  Samuel,  born  1876,  died  1934;  married,  one  child,  Grace  E. 
(3.)  Emma,  married  Charles  Berlas;  4  children.  (4.)  Mary,  married  twice;  1st, 
Gable;  2nd,  Voglcsang.  (5.)  Henry.  (6.)  Clara,  married  a  Ranco.  (7.)  Sara, 
married  a  Houser.  (8.)  George. 

V.  3.  Emma  Deebel,  married  Charles,  Berlase,  four  children; 

VI.  (1.)  Robert,  married  Marian - ,  one  child,  Joan.  (2.)  Wil¬ 

liam.  (3.)  Charles.  (4.)  Mary,  married  Corlyn  Baumann. 

IV.  6.  John  Deebel,  married  Hannah  Lorah;  truck  gardner.  Eight  chil¬ 
dren: 

V.  (1.)  Eleanor.  (2.)  William  Cyrus.  (3.)  Sybil  la.  (4.)  John  Fred¬ 
erick.  (5.)  Rebecca  Maude.  (6.)  Harry  Elmer.  (7.)  Frank  Joshua.  (8.) 
Samuel. 

V.  1.  Eleanor  Deebel,  married  Glenn  Patrick.  Two  children:  VI.  (1.) 
John  Glenn.  (2.)  Mary  Glenn,  married - Cowley. 

V.  2.  William  Cyrus  Deebel,  married  Elizabeth  Faust.  Three  children: 

VI.  (1.)  Marvin  Elmer,  married - Bley.  (2.)  Wallace  Henry.  (3.) 

George  Franklin. 

V.  3.  Sybilla  Deebel.  married - Neverla.  Three  children:  VI.  (1.) 

Millie,  married  George  Hindson.  (2.)  Minerva,  married  Frank  Frankenfield. 
(3.)  Dorothy. 

V.  4.  John  F.  Deebel,  married  - Maime.  Thirteen  children: 

VI.  (1.)  Mae,  married  Clarence  Zimmerman,  one  child,  Leonard.  (2.) 
Forest,  married.  (3.)  Webster,  married.  (4.)  Stella.  (5.)  Esther,  married 
Harold  Allenbach.  (6.)  Iva.  (7.)  Vina.  (8.)  Elaine.  (9.)  Ethron.  {10  ) 

Robert,  married  Mariam  - ;  one  child,  Joan.  (11.)  Ralph.  (12.) 

Laura.  (13.)  Edith. 

V.  5.  Rebecca  (Maude)  Deebel,  married  Twice:  1st,  Eisenhauer;  truck 
gardener,  one  child;  2nd,  Frank  J.  Lindner,  six  children: 

VI.  (1.)  Miriam  L.  Eisenhauer.  (2.)  John  Henry  Emeuch,  married,  one 

child,  J.  Henry  Emeuch,  Jr.  (3.)  Byron  Clayton,  married  Ruth  - ,  one 

child,  Dale.  (4.)  Hannah  Minerva.  (5.)  Raymond  Franklin,  married.  (6.) 
Woodrow  Wilson,  married  Helen  - .  (7.)  Daisie  Irene. 

VI.  4.  Hannah  Minerva  Lindner,  married  - Baum;  live  in  Nurem¬ 

berg,  Pa.  Two  children,  VII.  (1.)  Jeanne.  (2.)  Donald. 

V.  6.  Harry  Elmer  Deebel,  married  Maggie  Frey.  Five  children:  VI.  (1.) 
Russell  William.  (2.)  Harry.  (3.)  Henry.  (4.)  Allan.  (5.)  Anna. 

V.  8.  Frank  Joshua  Deebel,  married,.Dora  Rumbel.  Nine  children:  VI. 
(1.)  Clarence.  (2.)  Jennie.  (3.)  Bertha.  (4.)  Carrie,  married  Williams.  (5.) 

Franklin,  married  Helen  - 1 — .  (6.)  John.  (7.)  Allan,  married  Shirley  — 

* - ,  one  son,  Lloyd.  (8.)  Pearl,  married - Slusser.  (9.)  Mae. 

VI.  1.  Clarence,  married  Carrie  Frey,  (sister  to  Maggie),  two  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Elmer.  (2.)  Blanche. 

VI.  2.  Jennie  Deebel,  married  William  Hinterlightcr.  Eight  children:  VII. 
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(1.)  Pearl.  (2.)  Earl.  (3.)  Edna.  (4.)  Helen.  (5.)  Allan.  (6.)  Rita. 
(7.)  Doris.  (8.)  Harold. 

VI.  3.  Bertha  Deebel,  married  -  DeLong.  Two  children:  VII. 

(1.)  Alvin.  (2.)  Violet. 

IV.  7.  Rebecca  Deebel,  daughter  of  Rebecca,  married  Henry  Betzenberger. 
Nine  children :  V.  (1.)  Clara.  (2.)  Ella,  married.  (3.)  Maude,  married  Charles 
Saunders.  (4.)  Henry.  (5.)  Esther.  (6.)  Laura.  (7.)  Anna.  (8.)  George. 
(9.)  William. 

V.  (1.)  Clara  Betzenberger,  married  William  Yost.  Four  children:  VI. 
(1.)  Leah,  married,  has  one  child,  Mary.  (2.)  Marian.  (3.)  Helen.  (4.)  Har¬ 
old. 

V.  4.  Henry  Betzenberger,  married  and  has  three  children:  VI.  (1.)  Hel¬ 
en.  (2.)  Sarah.  (3.)  Mary,  who  was  adopted  by  the  Rev.  Smith,  minister  of 
Reformed  church  in  Mahanoy  City,  about  1917. 

VI.  (1.)  Helen  married  and  has  one  child,  Eric. 

V.  (6.)  Laura  Betzenberger  married  Charles  Yale.  Three  children:  VI.  (1.) 
Charles.  (2.)  James.  (3.)  Richard. 

IV.  (8.)  Abraham  Deebel,  married  Mattie  Leonard.  Five  children.  V. 

(1.)  George,  born  Sept.  27,  1878.  (2.)  Clara,  born  Nov.  4,  1879.  (3.)  Ellen, 

born  Dec.  28,  1880.  (4.)  Maude,  born  Feb.  16,  1883.  (5.)  Charles,  born  Sept. 
27,  1885. 

V.  1.  George  (Spells  his  name  Duebcl),  married  Ruth  Birch.  Two  chil¬ 
dren,  VI.  (1.)  Francis.  (2.)  Mary  Lou. 

V.  2.  Clara  Deebel,  married  George  R.  Wulber.  Three  children.  VI.  (1.) 
Lowell,  born  1904.  (2.)  Zehner,  born  1907.  (3.)  Ralph,  born  1912. 

V.  4.  Maude  Deebel,  married  William  Harria.  One  child.  VI.  (1.)  Rus¬ 
sel,  born  Sept.  14,  1914,  married. 

V.  5.  Charles  Deebel,  married  Linnie  Norman.  Three  children.  VI. 
(1.)  Helen,  born  Apr.  24,  1912.  (2.)  Hilda,  born  Jan.  2,  1915.  (3.)  Glenn, 
born  July  29,  1926. 

VI.  1.  Helen  Deebel,  married  Feb.  21,  1935  John  Gauker. 

VI.  2.  Hilda  Deebel,  married  Feb.  5,  1935  John  Thoms.  One  child.  VII. 
(1.)  Phyllis  Ann. 
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George  Zehner,  4th  Son  of  Adam — 1726 

GEORGE  ZEHNER  (II.  4.),  was  born  Mar.  1  1,  1765,  Berks  Co..  Pa.  His 
father  settled  in  the  wilderness  on  a  homestead  1767,  Northampton  Co., 
now  1811  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.  Archives  Series  6,  Vol.  3,  Page  890-1.  In 
the  militia  that  served  during  Revolution  and  War  of  1812.  In  the  Class  Roll 
of  Capt.  Christian  Bowman  Co.,  Apr.  30,  1783,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn 
Twp.,  from  the  age  of  58  to  18.  In  the  first  class  George  Zanor,  Scries  3,  Vol. 
19,  Page  260.  In  the  Federal  tax  list  for  1786  George  Zener  is  listed  as  a  single 
Freeman  in  Penn  Twp.,  tax  $7.60. 

George  married  Catherine  Zimmerman,  daughter  of  Leonard  and  Sophia, 
born  Mar.  1  1,  1768  in  Northampton  Co.  The  children  were:  (1.)  William. 
(2.)  Albertina,  and  (3.)  Mary,  born  June  9,  1789.  There  may  have  been 
others  born  in  Northampton  Co.  In  1800  George  moved  his  family  to  North 
Branch  valley,  now  Columbia  and  Luzerne  Co.'s,  Pa. 

From  the  records  of  the  brick  church  at  Briar  Creek  (German  Reformed  and 
Lutheran,  built  in  1800.  (Third  church  has  been  built  there),  three  children 
were  baptized: 

III.  (4.)  Zehner,  George  and  Catharine — George,  born  Aug.  7,  1800, 
baptized  Nov.  21,  sponsors  Adam  Zehner  and  Catharine. 

(3.)  Zehner,  George  and  Catharine — Jesais,  born  May  30,  1805,  baptized 
July  14,  sponsors  Abraham  Zehner  and  Sophia. 

(6.)  Zehner,  George  and  Catharine — Samuel,  born  July  28,  1812,  bap¬ 
tized  Sept.  6,  sponsors  Johann  Dieter  Seibert  and  Maria. 

George's  home  was  open  to  all  traveling  ministers  of  every  denomination. 
Albright,  of  the  Evangelical  church,  held  services  in  his  log  cabin.  The  first 
revival  and  ingathering  of  note  was  in  his  home  1811-12,  at  which  time  classes 
were  formed  and  the  Central  Conference  was  organized.  It  was  a  good  founda¬ 
tion  for  the  work  in  the  valley. 

He  owned  600  acres  of  land  (made  into  that  many  farms  at  present).  He 
spent  most  of  his  time  hunting  and  fishing.  George  died  May  9,  1848,  aged 
83  y.  1  m.  28  d.  His  wife,  Catharine,  died  Dec.  24,  1848,  aged  80  y.  9  m.  13  d. 
Both  were  buried  in  the  Summerhill  church  cemetery,  4  miles  north  of  Berwick, 
Pa.  After  his  death,  71  acres  of  land,  which  he  had  bought  July  7,  1814,  in 
Luzern  Co.,  was  sold  for  $894.60  in  1849.  The  heirs  were  Michael  Bower 
and  wife  Mary  Zehner  Bower;  William  ^Zehner  and  wife  Matilda;  Albertina 
Zehner  Watterman,  Bradford  Co.,  Pa.;  Samuel  Zehner  and  wife  Catharine, 
Wis.,  by  their  attorney,  Lewis  Zehner;  and  George  Zehner  and  his  wife  Anna. 

Note:  I  worked  eight  summers  on  that  farm,  beginning  when  I  was  eight 
years  of  age.  It  is  three  or  four  miles  from  the  Summerhill  church.  I  hauled 
water  in  a  large  meat  stand  to  water  the  apple  trees.  It  has  sold  three  times  since, 
the  last  time  for  $15,000.00.  Jesais,  son  of  George  Zehner,  lived  there  from 
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1805  to  1837.  After  the  death  of  his  father  Henry  Seybert,  Wm.  S.  Seybert, 
who  is  blind  and  86  years  old,  carried  $20  every  spring  to  his  widow  who  lived 
with  Abraham  Zehner’s  wife,  Sophia,  and  daughters  Jessie  and  Sarah  Zehner. 
(C.  W.  E.  B.) 

III.  1.  William  Zehner  (Zaner) ,  son  of  George  (Adam),  was  born  Feb. 
4,  1797  in  Northampton  Co.,  and  lived  in  Columbia  Co.,  Pa.;  died  Mar.  12, 
1866,  age  69  y.  1  m.  8  d.,  Albany  Twp.,  Bradford  Co.,  Pa.;  married  Matilda 
Ingham,  born  Sept.  12,  1806;  died  Jan.  7,  1880,  age  73  y.  3  m.  25  d.  There 
wrere  eight  children. 

IV.  (1.)  Isaiah  Zaner,  born  Oct.  13,  1829,  Salem  Twp.,  Luzerne  Co., 
Pa.,  died  Oct.  28,  1899,  age  70  y.  15  d.;  married  Harrictti  Hatch,  born  June 
7,  1848,  died  Nov.  8,  1880,  age  32  y.  5  m.  1  d.  Albany  Twp.,  Bradford  Co. 

(2.)  William  Alpens  Zaner,  Jr.,  born  Nov.  16,  1833,  died  May  19,  1873, 
age  40  y.  5  m.  27  d.,  Albany  Twp.,  Bradford  Co.,  Pa. 

(3.)  George  Zaner,  born  Oct.  23,  1856,  Salem  Twp.,  Luzerne  Co.,  Pa. 
He  was  lost  in  the  Civil  War  at  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va.,  Aug.  30, 
1862,  aged  5  y.  10  m.  7  d. 

(4.)  Eliza  Zaner,  born  May  21,  1842,  Salem  Twp.,  Luzerne  Co.,  Pa., 
died  June  15,  1866,  aged  24  y.  24  d.,  Albany  Twp.,  Bradford  Co.,  Pa.  She 
married  Amos  Kisener. 

(5.)  Almira  Zaner,  born  Oct.  9,  1844,  Columbia  Co.,  Pa.,  died  Dec.  27, 
1913/  Ferry  Twp.,  Bradford  Co.,  Pa.;  married  Chas.  W.  Shafer.  They  had 
three  children,  one  died  in  infancy,  the  others  were  still  living  in  1938.  Myrtle 
Shaffer  Jones  lives  at  New  Albany,  Pa.,  R.  3. 

(6.)  Margaret  Ann  Zaner,  married  Daniel  Bahr. 

(7.)  Mary  Zaner,  married  Rev.  George  Sterigerc,  Protestant  Methodist 
minister. 

(8.)  Stephen  Zehner  (Zaner),  born  Aug.  2,  1847,  Salem  Twp., 'Luzerne 
Co.,  Pa.,  died  Dec.  18,  1897;  farmer;  married  May  20,  1885  to  Mary  E. 
Munch.  Three  children; 

V.  (1.)  Sarah  Matilda  Zehner  (Zaner),  born  Mar.  4,  1886;  married  J.  E. 
Anderson;  have  three  girls  and  two  boys;  live  at  Whitney  Point,  N.  Y. 

(2.)  Phoebe  Elizabeth,  born  June  1  1,  1887. 

(3.)  John  Isaiah,  born  April  10,  1890. 

V.  (2.)  Phoebe  Elizabeth  Zehner  (Zaner),  daughter  of  Stephen,  said: 
“My  father  died  when  I  was  ten  years  of  age.  My  mother  was  a  good  mother. 
She  kept  us  children  together  until  we  were  grown.  She  did  most  of  the  farm 
work  and  maintained  a  home  until  1  820,  eighteen  years  ago  in  April.  Then  she 
sold  everything  and  went  to  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  to  live  with  her  son,  who 
worked  in  a  comb  factory.  She  died  Jan.  1  1,  1933.  John  I.  works  in  a  ma¬ 
chine  shop;  single;  lives  alone  at  Binghamton.  My  father's  name  on  his  bap¬ 
tismal  certificate  is  spelled  Zehner.  I  do  not  know  why  he  spelled  it  Zaner.  I 
married,  Nov.  11,  1909,  Jacob  Kneller,  born  Aug.  1  1,  1888  at  Dushore,  Pa., 
farmer.”  Five  children: 

VI.  (1.)  Gordon  Eugene,  born  Sept.  16,  1911,  married  Dec.  3  1,  1935  to 
Laurabelle  Avery:  (2.)  Cyrus  Elvin,  born  Nov.  26,  1913,  married  June  3, 
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1937  Myrtle  Fenton:  (3.)  Andrew  Milton,  born  May  6,  1915:  (4.)  Donald 
Jacob,  born  May  8,  1922:  (5.)  Lorena  Mae,  born  Oct.  24,  1927. 

III.  (3.)  Mary  (Marie)  Zehner,  daughter  of  George  (Adam),  was  born 
in  Northampton  Co.,  Pa.  June  9,  1789,  died  Mar.  25,  1857,  aged  68  y.  2  m. 
1 6  d;  married  George  Michael  Bower  II.,  born  Oct.  24,  1781,  died  Dec.  8,  1867, 
aged  81  y.  1  m.  4  d.;  buried  in  Evansville  church  cemetery.  He  was  a  weaver 
by  trade;  bought  nine  acres  of  land  from  his  father’s  farm;  built  a  log  cabin 
and  lived  all  his  life  at  the  same  place,  adding  more  land  to  it.  He  had  another 
farm  of  90  acres  about  1 34  miles  north  of  his  home,  where  his  son  George 
Michael  Bowers,  III.,  lived  all  his  life.  Mary  and  George  had  ten  children. 

IV.  (1.)  Sarah  Bower,  born  Jan.  1  1,  1808,  died  Sept.  19,  1889,  aged 
81  y.  8  m.  8  d.;  married  Wm.  Whitmire,  born  May  10,  1803,  died  May  29, 
1879,  aged  75  y.  9  m.  1  1  d.;  buried  in  the  old  Ebenezer  church  cemetery. 

(2.)  Isaac  Bower,  born  Nov.  5,  1810,  died  Sept.  10,  1889;  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Diettrich;  buried  in  Briar  Creek  cemetery.  He  was  an  Evangelical  minis¬ 
ter.  No  data  as  house  burned. 

(3.)  Reuben  Bower,  born  Apr.  4,  1814,  died  Oct.  10,  1886;  married 
Mary  Elizabeth  Diettrich,  born  Jan.  7,  1816,  died  Jan.  10,  1891;  buried  Ev¬ 
ansville  church  cemetery. 

(4.)  Samuel  C.  Bower,  born  Aug.  23,  1816,  died  Jan.  10,  1892;  married 
Nov.  26,  1840  Sarah  Wright  Bower,  Leighton  Twp.,  Northampton  Co.,  Pa. 
born  Jan.  25,  1822,  died  Jan.  17,  1905,  (grandparents  of  C.  W.  E.  B.)  ;  bur¬ 
ied  in  New  Ebenezer  cemetery. 

(5.)  Daniel  Bower,  born  Oct.  10,  1818,  died  Apr.  12,  1895;  twice  mar¬ 
ried,  1st,  to  Julia  Ann  Rcmley,  born  May  2,  1825,  died  May  5,  1865,  aged 
42  y.  3  d.;  2nd,  to  Mary  Rcmley  Bower,  born  May  3,  1832,  died  Jan.  31, 
1882. 

(6.)  Hannah  Bower,  born  Dec.  27,  1820,  died  Nov.  1  1,  1893;  married 
Dec.  12,  1840,  Henry  Martz,  born  June  3,  1817,  died  Feb.  22,  1887;  buried 
in  the  Evansville  cemetery. 

(7.)  George  Michael  Bower,  born  Dec.  20,  1822,  died  Mar.  15,  1915, 
aged  82  y.  3  m.  25  d.;  twice  married,  1st,  Matilda  Mosteller,  born  Dec.  15, 
1849,  died  Sept.  27,  1871,  aged  42  y.  8  m.  8  d.;  2nd,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  (Girton) 
Mosteller,  Aug.  10,  1872,  a  widow;  buried  in  the  Evansville  church  cemetery. 

(8.)  Catherina  Bower,  born  Mar.  31,  1825,  died  Sept.  3,  1910;  married 
Charles  Whitmire,  born  May  19,  1824,  died  June  5,  1899. 

(9.)  Enos  Bower,  born  Jan.  16,  1826,  died  Aug.  12,  1842,  aged  16  y. 
6  m.  26  d.;  buried  in  the  Briar  Creek  cemetery. 

(10.)  Isiah  Bower,  born  Mar.  19,  1829,  died  Jan.  25,  1912,  aged  82  y. 
9  m.  6  d.;  married  Hanah  Hagenbauch,  born  Apr.  20,  1831,  died  Apr.  2, 
1910,  aged  79;  buried  in  Pine  Grove,  Berwick,  Pa. 

V.  (1.)  Charles  William  Eugene  Bower,  son  of  Alfred  and  Elizabeth 
Shcllhammer  Bower,  son  Samuel  and  Sarah  Wright  Bower,  son  George  Michael 
III,  and  Mary  Zehner  Bower,  great  great  grandson  of  George  Zehner,  son  of 
Adam- (1726),  was  born  Mar.  19,  1864.  When  his  grandmother  came  to  the 
home  he  was  lying  on  the  floor,  blue  in  the  face,  nearly  frozen  to  death.  At 
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eight  days  of  age  he  and  his  mother  had  the  measles.  When  he  was  54  years 
old  he  fell  off  the  silo,  a  distance  of  thirty  feet.  Although  severely  injured  he 
was  out  in  six  weeks.  On  his  74th  birthday  he  raised  a  30  by  40  ft.  building, 
the  fifteenth  on  his  farm.  He  worked  in  the  woods  every  day  all  winter. 

Charles  was  converted  Dec.  19,  1886;  was  superintendent  of  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  church  school  four  years;  member  M.  E.  church  30  years;  superintendent  S. 
S.,  23  years.  When  his  wife’s  health  failed  he  could  not  attend  regularly  so  he 
became  assistant  superintendent.  Feb.  26,  1887  he  married  Alminae  Whitmire, 
born  Oct.  4,  1864.  She  died  Sept.  3,  1938,  leaving  him  four  children.  His 
son,  Forest,  was  class  leader  in  Ebenezer  Evangelical  church,  built  in  1800.  His 
daughter,  (1.)  Marqueen,  was  married  Nov.  20,  1938  to  Robert  Bower,  of 
Orangeville,  Pa.  This  was  the  first  wedding  ceremony  ever  performed  in  the 
church.  (2.)  Collis,  was  county  treasurer,  the  only  Republican  ever  to  hold  the 
office  in  the  Co.  (3.)  Daniel,  married;  (4.)  Ora  Bower  Nogle,  who 
is  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  church. 

Charles’  father,  Alfred  Bower,  was  born  June  5,  1842;  married  Elizabeth 
Shellhammer,  who  died  in  Sept.,  1870.  In  Jan.,  1872  he  married  a  second 
wife,  Martha  Ann  Seybcrt,  daughter  of  Henry.  They  lived  at  Berwick,  where 
he  taught  school  ten  years.  Supt.  Evangelical  S.  S.  He  was  a  carpenter,  pat¬ 
tern  maker  and  machinest. 

C.  W.  E.  Bower  does  research  work,  having  had  more  than  one  hundred 
pages  translated  from  German  church  records.  A  great  many  tombstone  records 
from  a  number  of  cemeteries  also  were  translated.  He  sent  the  record  of  the 
Zehner  families  in  Columbia  and  Lucerne  Co.'s.,  Pa.  He  lives  on  Woodlawn 
Farm,  Berwick,  Pa.,  R.  2. 

III.  (4.)  George  Zehner,  Jr.,  son  of  George  (Adam  1726),  born  Aug.  7, 
1800;  baptized  Nov.  21,  1800;  sponsors  Adam  Zehner  and  Catharine,  his 
uncle  and  aunt.  The  Evangelical  ministers  preached  in  his  log  cabin  in  1826 
and  organized  a  church.  They  built  a  church  across  the  road  from  his  home. 
The  second  church  there  was  a  fine  structure  built  in  1938.  He  was  a  class  lead¬ 
er  nearly  thirty  years.  At  Summerhill,  four  miles  north  of  Berwick,  he  owned 
600  acres  of  land,  made  into  that  many  farms  at  present.  He  died  suddenly 
at  the  funeral  of  a  grandchild.  Nov.  9,  1857,  aged  57  y.  3  m.  2  d.  He  married 
Anna  Adams,  she  died  Jan.  1  2,  1884,  aged  79  y.  8  m.  1  d.;  buried  in  Summer- 
Fill  cemetery,  Pa.  Five  children. 

IV.  (1.)  Cardelia,  married  Augusta  Clcwell;  (2.)  Sophia,  married; 
(3.)  Sarah  Jane,  married  Jonothan  Gordner;  (4.)  Anna,  married  Henry  Rem- 
ley;  (5.)  Rev.  George  Evans  Zehner. 

ik  ^  + 

FALLEN  ASLEEP 
Rev.  George  Evans  Zehner 
(By  U.  F.  Swengel) 

GEORGE  EVANS  ZEHNER  was  born  in  Columbia  Co.,  Pa.,  April  8, 
1841.  He  was  the  son  of  a  farmer  named  George  Zehner.  His  early 
life  was  devoted  to  a  preparation  for  usefulness.  He  was  a  student  in 
Union  Seminary,  later  Central  Pa.  College  at  New  Berlin,  Pa.  He  was  well- 
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fitted  for  a  profession,  but  was  called  to  the  ministry  in  what  is  now  known 
as  the  United  Evangelical  Church,  in  which  he  spent  nearly  all  his  life.  He 
was  an  able  pulpit  orator  and  a  fine  sermonizer.  His  abilities  were  recognized  by 
all  who  knew  him.  Brother  Zehner  entered  the  ministry  in  the  Central  Pa. 
Conference  in  the  year  1868,  having  been  converted  less  than  one  year  before. 
His  abilities  were  so  apparent  to  the  church  that  he  was  elected  Sunday  School 
superintendent  less  than  six  months  after  his  conversion,  and  recommended  for 
the  ministry.  The  charges  traveled  by  him  were  the  following: 

Centre,  1868  and  1869;  Shrewsbury,  1870  and  1871;  Lewisburg,  1872 
and  1873;  Baltimore,  Trinity,  1874;  Dushore,  1875  and  1876;  Marysville, 
1877  and  1878;  Newport  and  Patterson,  1879  and  1880;  Lewistown  and 
Patterson,  1881;  White  Deer,  1882;  Carlisle,  1883  and  1884;  New  Berlin, 
1885  and  1886;  Hagerstown,  1887  and  1888;  Newport  and  Marysville,  1889; 
Patterson,  1890;  Berwick,  1891  and  1892;  Bcllcfonte,  1893,  1894,  1895  and 
1896;  Supernumerary,  1897;  East  Prospect,  1898;  Wrightsville,  1899;  Super¬ 
numerary,  1900,  1901  and  1902.  He  served  as  a  supply  at  York  Grace  church 
from  January  1  to  March  1,  1902,  and  would  gladly  have  continued  on  this 
charge  if  his  health  would  have  permitted  him  to  do  so. 

He  served  his  Conference  as  Statistical  Secretary  ever  since  1888.  He  served 
also  at  various  times  as  examiner  of  young  ministers,  and  as  an  officer  of  different 
auxiliary  societies  of  the  Conference.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  Corres¬ 
ponding  Secretary  of  the  Educational  Aid  Society,  of  the  Central  Pa.  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Brother  Zehner  served  three  years  in  the  Federal  Army  during  the  Civil 
War.  After  this  he  returned  to  his  native  country,  and  followed  teaching  in  the 
public  schools. 

Brother  Zehner  died  October  24,  1902,  aged  61  years,  6  months,  and  16 
days.  He  suffered  from  a  complication  of  diseases,  the  principal  of  which,  and 
from  which  he  suffered  most,  was  diabetes.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow,-  Mrs. 
Lydia  Zehner,  whose  maiden  name  was  Reber.  Three  sisters  remain  to  mourn 
his  departure,  namely,  Mrs.  Jane  Gordncr  of  Berwick,  Pa.,  Mrs.  Cordelia  Cle- 
wcll,  who  has  recently  made  her  home  with  her  deceased  brother,  and  Mrs.  Fan¬ 
nie  Marsey,  of  Sayre,  Pa. 

The  dying  testimony  of  our  fallen  comrade  proved  a  tenacious  faith  and  a 
joyful  hope.  Among  the  last  words  were  an  assurance  to  his  wife,  that  Jesus 
was  present  with  him.  His  last  sermon  was  preached  in  Red  Lion,  Pa.,  June 
29,  1902  from  the  text:  “For  the  which  cause  I  also  suffer  these  things;  never¬ 
theless  I  am  not  ashamed;  for  I  know  in  whom  I  have  believed,  and  am  per¬ 
suaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed  unto  him  against 
that  day."  II.  Tim.  1:12.  The  sermon  was  followed  by  an  invitation  to 
sinners  to  accept  Christ. 

The  funeral  services  were  held  in  Trinity  United  Evangelical  Church,  York, 
Pa.,  of  which  the  deceased  was  a  member.  The  sermon  was  preached,  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  the  dead,  by  Rev.  J.  Hartzler.  J.  C.  Reeser,  pastor  of  the  church,  con¬ 
ducted  the  exercises.  U.  F.  Swengcl  read  a  biographical  sketch.  W.  M.  Stan¬ 
ford,  S.  P.  Remer,  H.  A.  Stoke,  and  H.  \V.  Buck  also  took  part  in  the  exercises. 
The  ministers  present  were  Reverends  J.  Hartzler,  J.  C.  Reeser,  S.  P.  Remer, 
H.  A.  Stoke,  H.  W.  Buck,  W.  C.  Hoch,  J.  D.  Stover,  L.  S.  Reichard,  E.  D. 
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Keen,  D.  A.  Artman,  D.  L.  Kcpner,  C.  W.  Hippie,  L.  E.  Crumbling,  F.  H. 
Foss,  C.  B.  Arnsparger,  \V.  I.  Shambaugh,,  R.  A.  Walker,  H.  H.  Trumpghel- 
ler,  W.  M.  Stanford,  Editor  of  the  Evangelical,  F.  N.  Brickly,  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Conference  of  our  church,  and  W.  J.  Oliver  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  F. 
S.  Bought  of  the  M.  E.  church.  The  pall  bearers  were  J.  D.  Stover,  L.  S.  Rei- 
chard,  E.  D.  Keen,  and  I.  E.  Spangler. 

— By  U.  F.  Swengel. 
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Henry  -  Adam  -  Abraham  -  Daniel  -  Susannah 
Zehner  Witherstein — (Adam — 1726) 

HENRY  ZEHNER,  II.  (5.),  fifth  son  of  Adam,  was  born  in  Berks  Co., 
Pa.,  and  died  at  the  age  of  26. 

(6.)  Philip  Zehner,  sixth  son  of  Adam,  born  Northampton  Co.;  died 
at  the  age  of  64.  He  always  lived  in  Lehigh  Co.,  Pa.  His  son,  Ruben,  had 
a  son  Michael  who  lived  at  Dunkirk,  O.  Michael  has  one  son  John  E.  Zehner 
there,  and  one  daughter,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Taylor  at  Ada,  O.,  R.  3. 

(7.)  Adam  Zehner,  seventh  son  of  Adam,  born  about  1771  at  Northamp¬ 
ton,  now  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.  He  went  to  North  Branch  valley,  now  Columbia 
and  Luzerne  Co.’s,  about  1800  to  Briar  Creek  Twp.  He  was  a  tailor  by  trade 
and  a  farmer.  He  married  Catharine  Buck.  From  the  German  Reformed  and 
Lutheran  brick  church  record:  Zehner,  Adam  and  Catharine  Margretha  Mar. 
7,  1801,  baptized  on  Feast  of  Passover  (Easter).  Parents. 

1.  Zehner,  Adam  and  Catharine — Margretha,  born  Dec.  2,  1811,  bap¬ 
tized  May  3,  sponsors  David  Whitmoyer  and  Margreta. 

2.  Zehner,  Adam  and  Catharine — Jerusha,  born  Aug.  17,  1818,  baptized, 
sponsors  Jacob  Shellhammer  and  Catharine  (grandparents  of  C.  W.  E.  B.). 
They  also  had  two  sons.  (3.)  Lewis,  and  (4.)  Morris,  and  two  daughters,  (5.) 
Nancy  and  (6)  Rebecca.  Adam  moved  to  Ohio  in  1822.  His  son  Lewis  re¬ 
mained  in  Pa.  The  family  later  went  by  the  name  of  Zaner. 

III.  (1.)  Lewis  Zehner  (Zaner),  son  of  Adam  (2)  son  of  Adam  1726, 
born  Oct.  2,  1804,  died  Oct.,  1887,  aged  83  y.;  a  Lutheran;  married  1825 
to  Eve  Chriecher,  born  1802,  died  at  81  years  of  age;  member  Reformed  church; 
she  was  from  Berks  Co.,  later  from  Columbia  Co.  In  1828  he  moved  to  Sulli¬ 
van  Co.,  Pa.  They  were  among  the  early  settlers.  This  farm  had  three  or  four 
acres  cleared  when  they  bought  it.  They  cleared  214  acres  1  )4  miles  from  Du- 
shore.  Fie  was  the  second  sheriff  of  Sullivan  Co.,  Lycoming  Co.,  then.  He 
visited,  relatives  in  Schuylkill  Co.,  at  various  times  and  was  a  pleasant  talker. 
There  were  ten  children  born;  two  died  in  infancy.  Their  names: 

IV.  (1.)  Elizabeth,  born  in  Columbia  Co.  (2.)  Adam  H.,  born  in  Col¬ 
umbia  Co.  (3.)  Rebecca,  born  in  Sullivan  Co.  (4.)  Eleazer  W.,  born  in  Sullivan 
Co.  (5.)  Hannah,  born  in  Sullivan  Co.  (6.)  Levi,  born  in  Sullivan  Co.  (7.) 
Loretta,  born  in  Sullivan  Co.  (8.)  Lewis  M.,  born  in  Sullivan  Co.  Eleazer  W., 
and  Lewis  died  in  the  Civil  war. 

IV.  (4.)  Eleazer  W.,  born  Mar.  9,  1831,  died  in  Point  of  Rocks  hospital. 
City  Point,  Va. 

(6.)  Levi,  lived  at  Whitehall  and  Washingtonville,  Montour  Co.  John, 
his  son,  lives  at  Newberry,  Lycoming  Co.,  Pa. 
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(7.)  Loretta,  married  Emanuel  Duffenbach,  one  daughter,  Cora,  mem¬ 
ber  D.  A.  R.  Died  May  14,  1933.  Married  F.  J.  Glover,  Athens,  Pa. 

IV.  (8.)  Lewis  M.,  born  Jan.  28,  1840,  died  Apr.  20,  1864.  Engaged  in 
the  battle  of  “Black  Water,”  Va.;  buried  at  Ft.  Washington,  N.  Carolina. 

IV.  (2.)  Adam  H.  Zehner,  son  of  Lewis  (Adam  2-Adam- 1 726) ,  born 
May  23,  1827,  Briar  Creek  Twp.,  Columbia  Co.;  died  Sept.  24,  1901,  aged 
74  y.  4  m.  1  d.;  married  Fietta  Wentzell,  born  Feb.  27,  1834  Berne  Twp., 
Berks  Co.;  died  July  6,  1912,  aged  78  y.  4  m.  9  d.  Adam  lived  at  Dushore. 
Members  Reformed  church.  Six  children. 

V.  (1.)  Mary  A.,  born  Nov.  6,  1853.  (2.)  Amanda  S.,  born  July,  1855. 

Died  July  12,  1929,  aged  64,  single.  (3.)  Jerome  M.,  born  Dec.  28,  1856, 
died  Aug.  19,  1929,  aged  72  y.  7  m.  21  d.  (4.)  Nelson  FI.,  born  Sept.  7,  1859, 
died  Jan.  15,  1912,  aged  53  y.  3  m.  8  d.  (5.)  Lewis  B.,  born  Dec.  31,  1863, 
died  Mar.  29,  1927,  aged  63  y.  2  m.  28  d.  (6.)  Bernice  E.,  born  Sept.  19, 
1866. 

V.  1.  Mary  A.  Zehner  (Zaner),  daughter  of  Adam  H.,  was  born  Nov.  6, 
1853;  married  Wm.  Bahr.  She  was  still  living  in  1938,  very  well  preserved 
and  keen  in  mind.  Three  sons:  VI.  (1.)  Clayton.  (2.)  Warden.  (3.)  Sher¬ 
man. 

V.  3.  Jerome  M.  Zehner  (Zaner),  married  Mary  Shaffer,  Northumbold  Co., 
Pa.  Two  children:  VI.  (1.)  Roy  F.,  York,  Pa.;  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Secretary  and  Boy 
Scout  executive.  (2.)  Flossie,  married  John  Lomby;  station  agent,  Dushore, 

Pa. 

V.  (4.)  Nelson  H.  Zehner  (Zaner),  had  three  sons:  VI.  (1.)  Harold, 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.  (2.)  Claude,  Sayre,  Pa.  (3.)  Earnest  killed  in  the  World 
War;  served  in  the  28th  Division  or  Iron  Division;  buried  at  Dushore,  Pa. 

V.  (5.)  Lewis  B.  Zehner  (Zaner),  married  Minnie  Benjamin,  Dushore, 
Pa.  He  was  state  representative  from  Sullivan  Co.,  1909-10.  One  daughter. 

VI.  (L)  -Mariam,  married  Wm.  Miles,  live  at  Sayre,  Pa. 

V.  (6.)  Bernice  E.  Zehner  (Zaner),  born  Sept.  19,  1866,  married  May, 
1891  to  Addison  Yonkin,  born  Feb.,  1864;  retired  farmer;  members  Reformed 
church;  live  at  Dushore,  Pa.,  in  the  home  of  her  parents  where  they  were  mar¬ 
ried.  Two  children.  (1.)  Harry  C.  (2.)  Ethel. 

VI.  (1.)  Harry  C.  Yonkin,  married  Caroline  Heisber;  a  Lutheran,  Dushore, 
Pa.  They  live  on  the  parent’s  farm.  One  daughter,  Bcrniece. 

VI.  2.  Ethel  Yonkin,  married  Albert  Huag;  Evangelical;  a  soldier  in  the 
World  War  in  France.  He  and  his  father  have  a  shoe  store  at  Dushore.  Two 
children:  VII.  (1.)  Raymond.  (2.)  Helen. 

Note:  Mrs.  Yonkin  does  not  know  why  they  and  other  relatives  living 
there  spell  the  name  Zaner.  In  1938  the  only  members  of  the  family  living  in 
Sullivan  Co.,  were  Mrs.  Yonkin  and  family,  her  sister  Mary,  a  sister-in-law, 
Minnie  and  a  nephew,  Nelson  Zaner,  who  has  a  part  of  the  homestead.  She 
has  small  drawings  that  Charles  Paxton  Zaner  drew  when  a  boy. 
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Abraham  Zehner,  8th  Son  Adam  Zehner — 1726 

ABRAHAM  ZEHNER  (IL  8.),  was  born  in  Northampton,  now  Schuylkill 
Co.,  Pa.;  died  1833,  aged  54  y.;  buried  in  Briar  Creek  Twp.  In  1800  he 
moved  to  North  Branch  valley,  now  Columbia  and  Luzerne  Co.’s.,  with 
his  brothers  George  and  Adam  II,  he  erected  a  distillery  but  operated  only  a 
few  years.  He  was  a  farmer.  According  to  the  records  of  the  German  Re¬ 
formed  and  Lutheran  brick  church  at  Briar  Creek,  he  married  Sophia  - . 

The  baptismal  record  is: 

III.  (1.)  Zehner,  Abraham-Sophia — Sara,  born  Nov.  15,  1804,  baptized 
Mar.  4,  sponsors  George  Zehner  and  Catharine. 

(2.)  Zehner,  Abraham-Sophia — Isaac,  born  Mar.  25,  1815,  baptized 
June  4,  sponsors  Jacob  Kisner  and  Margreta. 

(3.)  Zehner,  Abraham-Sophia — Jessie,  born  July  7,  1820,  baptized  Nov. 
19,  sponsors  John  Schaefer  and  Maria. 

The  daughters  never  married.  The  house  was  log.  It  was  still  there  with 
an  addition  in  1938. 

*  *  *  * 


Daniel  Zehner,  9th  Son  Adam  Zehner — 1726 

Daniel  (II.  9.),  was  born  in  Northampton  Co.,  Pa.  He  learned  the  milling 
business  from  his  brother  David  at  Tamaqua.  He  went  to  North  Branch  val¬ 
ley,  now  Columbia  and  Luzerne  Co.'s.,  and  lived  with  his  brothers  George, 
Adam  and  Abraham  a  couple  of  years,  then  married  Hannah  Adams,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Anthony.  He  bought  land  and  built  a  grist  mill,  the  first  on  the  site  in 
1816.  He  operated  it  and  carried  on  farming  to  some  extent  until  1851,  when 
he  sold  the  property  to  J.  L.  Wolverton,  (now  owned  by  Amos  Cripe)  and 
known  as  the  Cripe  mill.  Daniel  moved  to  where  David  Z.  Remley  now  lives 
and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  The  Briar  Creek  Twp.,  German  Re¬ 
formed  and  Lutheran  brick  church  record: 

III.  (1.)  Zehner,  Daniel  and  Hannah — Catharine,  born  June  8,  1813, 
baptized  Aug.  15,  sponsors  Anthony  Adams  and  Catharine. 

(2.)  Zehner,  Daniel  and  Hannah — Paul,  born  June  7,  1815,  baptized 
July  20,  sponsors  Abraham  Zehner  and  Sophia. 

(3.)  Zehner,  Daniel  and  Hannah — Johannes  Klas,  born  Oct.  4,  1816, 
baptized  Nov.  21,  sponsors  Henrich  Kelchner  and  Magdalana.  (G.  G.  grand¬ 
parents.)  (C.  W.  E.  B.). 

(4.)  Zehner,  Daniel  anad  Hannah — Julia  Ann,  born  Aug.  3,  1822,  bap¬ 
tized  Oct.  20,  sponsors  Peter  Resly,  V.  D.  M.,  and  Eva. 

(5.)  Zehner,  Daniel  and  Hannah — Marie,  born  July  27,  1825,  baptized 
Aug.  21,  sponsors  Joseph  Blank  and  Maria. 

(6.)  Zehner,  Daniel  and  Hannah — Levi  Zehner. 

To  keep  the  Indians  away  Daniel  kept  a  pack  of  blood  hounds  to  watch 
his  sons  while  they  were  working  in  the  fields. 

Their  tomb  stones  at  the  same  church  show:  Hannah  (Adam),  wife 
of  Daniel  Zehner,  born  May  10,  1790,  died  Sept.  3,  1870,  aged  80  y.  3  m. 
23  d.  Daniel  Zehner,  died  Jan.  24,  1856,  aged  74  y.  Of  their  six  children 

Ninety-three 


•  !  ■ 


THE  FIRST  ZEHNER-HOPPES  FAMILY  HISTORY 


five  were  stiH  living  in  1887.  Catharine,  wife  of  Charles  Weokheiser,  Mifflin- 
ville,  Columbia  Co.,  Pa.,  died.  Paul  and  John  lived  in  Fishing  Creek  Twp., 
Columbia  Co.,  Pa.;  Julia  Ann,  wife  of  John  Eckroth,  Light  St.,  Columbia 
Co.;  Mary  M.,  wife  of  Daniel  W.  Miller,  living  in  Audubon  Co.,  Iowa;  also 
Levi,  single. 

The  following  part  of  a  biography  was  taken  from  J.  H.  Battles  History 
of  Columbia  and  Montour  Co.’s,  page  427,  published  in  1  887 ; 

"Paul  Zehner  (Zaner),  retired  farmer,  P.  O.,  Fowlerville,  was  born  in  what 
is  now  Center  Twp.,  Columbia  Co.,  June  7,  1815,  son  of  Daniel  and  Hannah 
(Adams)  Zaner.  The  grandfather  of  Paul  on  his  father’s  side  came  from  Ger¬ 
many  and  located  in  what  was  then  a  wilderness  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
present  town  of  Tamaqua,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  but  then  Northampton,  etc.’’ 

Paul  assisted  his  father  in  the  mill.  It  not  agreeing  with  his  health,  at  21 
years  of  age  he  began  learning  a  trade  of  millwright  with  Chamer  Davis  of 
Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  who  went  out  of  business  about  18  months  later.  Then  Paul 
worked  for  another  man  two  months.  In  1854  he  had  a  shop  of  his  own  and 
was  known  as  a  very  skilled  worker  in  wood.  In  1887  he  went  to  work  on  the 
construction  of  the  Berwick  bridge  being  employed  all  summer.  Then  followed 
all  kind  of  work  in  wood  working  on  construction  of  nearly  all  the  buildings 
in  the  vicinity.  He  has  25  acres  in  his  tract  and  a  lot  of  9  acres.  He  married 
in  Columbia  Co.,  Jan.  24,  1841,  Rebecca  Freas,  daughter  of  Philip,  born  in 
Columbia  Co.  The  six  children;  (1.)  Charles  M.  (2.)  Harriet  Strow,  live  in 
Danville,  Montour  Co.,  Pa.  (3.)  Alverna,  married  Addison  Zimmerman,  live 
in  Briar  Creek  Twp.  (4.)  Clemncl,  married  Nellie  Harding.  (5.)  Alice,  mar¬ 
ried  Albert  Kclchner,  live  in  Briar  Creek  Twp.  Has  a  son  Paul.  (6.)  Mahala, 
died  1858.  Infant  died. 

On  Paul’s  tombstone:  Born  June  7,  1815,  died  Dec.  16,  1894,  aged  79  y. 
6  m.  9  d.  Rebecca  (Freas),  his  wife,  died  April  30,  1904,  aged  88  y.  11  m. 

"Paul  had  quite  a  family.  I  knew  him  well.  All  the  children  are  dead.  A 
grandson,  Bruce  Zehner,  is  a  saddler  in  Berwick.  Frank  A.  Zehner  married  a 
daughter  of  Perry  and  Rachel  Boon;  both  are  dead.  Rachel  (Shellhammer) 
Boon  was  a  sister  to  my  grandfather,  Allen  Shellhammer.’’  (C.  W.  E.  B.) 

III.  (3.)  Johannes  Zehner  (Zaner),  son  of  Daniel  (Adam — 1726),  was 
born  Oct.  4,  1816,  died  Dec.  7,  1897,  aged  81  y.  2  m.  3  d.  He  married  Han¬ 
nah  Bittenbender,  born  1825,  died  Feb.  4,  1897,  aged  71  y.  5  m.  They  lived 
at  Stillwater,  Columbia  Co.  They  had  nine  children. 

IV.  (1.)  Lewis.  (2.)  John.  (3.)  Alfred.  (4.)  Charles  Paxton.  (5.) 

Lloyd,  married  -  White.  (6.)  Samantha  Sarah,  married  Frank  Hess. 

(7.)  Alvernia,  married  Wm.  Hess.  (8.)  Hattie.  (9.)  Warren. 

Hattie  married  a  Snodgrass,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  1938.  She  is  the  only  one 
living. 

Extract  from  a  letter  of  Johannes'  daughter  Aug.  6,  1934,  aged  81  y. :  "I 
do  know  that  my  father,  John  Zaner,  Paul  and  Levi  were  all  brothers  and  were 
sons  of  Daniel  Zaner.  Uncle  Levi  went  west  many  years  ago,  lived  and  died 
in  Exira,  Iowa.  My  grandfather  Daniel  had  a  brother  in  Tamaqua.  He  came 
to  our  house  when  I  was  a  little  girl.  Father  called  him  Uncle  John;  also  a 
brother  ar  Dushore.  I  don’t  know  his  name  (Adam  2)  but  one  of  his  sons’ 
name  was  Louis  Zaner.  My  father  and  they  were  cousins  and  still  another 
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brother  lived  back  of  Evansville.  I  don’t  know  his  name  (Abraham)  died  be¬ 
fore  I  was  old  enough  to  know  but  his  wife's  name  was  Sophia  and  their  chil¬ 
dren  were  Jessie  and  Sallie  who  never  married.  I  was  there  with  father  when  I 
was  a  very  little  girl;  old  Mr.  Kslurika  bought  their  place.  My  mother  was 
Hannah  Bittcnbender.”  Alverna  Hess,  319  W.  St.,  Bloomsburg,  Pa.  She  died 
about  a  year  later.  (C.  W.  E.  B.). 

BIOGRAPHICAL 

Charles  Paxton  Zehner  (Zaner) ,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Columbia  Co., 
near  Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  on  Feb.  15,  1864.  He  received  a  good  common  school 
education,  which  was  supplemented  by  a  course  in  the  Orangeville,  Pa.,  Acad¬ 
emy.  He  early  showed  a  fondness  for  penmanship  and  in  1882  went  to  Ober- 
lin,  O.,  to  take  a  course  in  this  branch.  From  there  he  went  to  Audubon,  Iowa, 
to  assist  a  brother  who  engaged  in  business.  His  love  for  penmanship,  how¬ 
ever,  was  too  great  to  allow  him  to  remain  in  other  work,  and  from  Audubon 
he  went  to  Delaware,  O.,  to  become  both  teacher  and  student  of  penmanship. 
In  1888  he  left  Delaware  and  went  to  Columbus,  O.,  as  an  instructor  of  pen¬ 
manship  in  a  business  college.  Later  the  school  was  closed  and  in  the  same  year 
he  founded  the  Zanerian  College  of  Penmanship,  Columbus,  O.,  in  which  in¬ 
stitution  he  remained  at  the  head  until  the  time  of  .his  death. 

No  one  ever  possessed  a  greater  love  for  the  art  of  penmanship,  and  being 
a  systematic  student  and  indefatigable  worker,  he  made  rapid  progress,  both  as 
a  teacher  and  as  a  penman.  The  books  he  has  prepared  are  being  used  very  wide¬ 
ly  in  the  schools  of  this  country.  The  work  he  did  as  editor  of  the  Business 
Educator  will  long  be  remembered.  In  conducting  the  journal  his  guiding  mo¬ 
tive  was  helpfulness,  which  thought  in  reality  dominated  his  whole  life.  He 
was  a  man  of  rare  skill,  ability,  versatility,  and  originality,  but  his  nobleness  of 
character  easily  stood  first.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  54  years  of  age  and 
was  in  the  zenith  of  mental  and  physical  power. 

His  life  went  out  on  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  1,  1918,  seven  miles  north  of 
Columbus,  where  his  automobile  was  struck  by  a  train  which  gave  no  warning 
of  its  approach  in  the  darkness.  Mr.  Zaner  married  Eliza  Ritson.  There  were 
no  children.  Published  in  monthly  publication.  The  Zaner,  Bloser  Company, 
Columbus,  Ohio. 

i 

(The  business  has  maintained  the  same  name  but  is  being  carried  on  by  E. 
W.  Bloser,  his  partner,  and  two  sons,  R.  E.  Bloser,  president.) 

*  *  *  * 

Susannah  Zehner,  13th  Child  of  Adam  Zehner — 1726 

Susannah  Zehner  (II.  13.),  thirteenth  child  of  Adam  Zehner,  was  born 
Aug.  15,  1779;  died  Oct.  25,  1848,  aged  69  y.  2  m.  10  d.,  and  was  buried  at 
North  Jackson,  Ohio.  She  married  Henry  Witherstinc.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  thirteen  children; 

III.  (1.)  Mariah  Witherstinc,  married  Jacob  Shoup.  (2.)  Abraham  With- 
erstine.  married  Judith  Blott.  (3.)  Isaac  Witherstinc,  married  Fanny  Wern- 
lcy.  (4.)  Henry  Witherstine,  single.  (5.)  Lydia  Witherstine,  married  John 
Blott.  (6.)  Catherine  Witherstine,  married  Jacob  Miller.  (7.)  Sarah  Wither¬ 
stinc,  married  Benjamin  Blott.  (8.)  Anthony  Witherstein  married  Eliza 
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Crumm.  (9.)  William  Witherstine,  married  Margaret  Klingensmith. 
(10.)  Samuel  Witherstine,  married  Isabel  Fusselman.  (11.)  Polly 
Witherstine,  married.  (12.)  Rebecca  Witherstine,  married.  (13.)  Daniel 
Witherstine. 

Henry  Witherstine  was  undoubtedly  the  son  of  Father  Widderstein.  The 
later  generations  likely  changed  the  spelling  to  the  English  version  and  dropped 
the  German  spelling  of  his  father,  who  was  Adam  Zehner's  only  friend  from 
home  that  he  knew  before  Widderstein  sailed  for  America.  Father  Widderstein 
was  a  Swiss  Reformed  minister.  The  first  church  organized  was  Ebenezer 
church  at  Tripol.  When  Susannah’s  father,  Adam  Zehner,  came  to  her  hus¬ 
band's  father's  home,  Adam  pushed  still  further  into  the  wilderness  and  the 
Jacksonville  church  was  organized  where  Adam  Zehner  and  Widderstein  wor¬ 
shipped.  Later  the  Ecker  church  was  organized.  About  this  time  the  Balliet 
family  settled  at  White  Hall  in  Lecha  (Lehigh)  Co.  Two  grandchildren  were 
killed  by  the  Indians.  New  churches  were  organized.  The  Balliet  family  at¬ 
tended  the  Egypt  Reformed  church.  There  were  very  few  ordained  ministers. 
The  families  were  members  of  the  same  denomination,  they  met  socially  and 
intermarried.  There  was  another  family  that  came  from  Germany  in  1740 
that  lived  in  Schuylkill  Co.  The  father  and  two  sons  were  massacred  in  de¬ 
fending  their  home.  Johannes  Michael  Habbas’  family  was  of  the  Lutheran 
faith  and  friends  of  the  Zehners  and  they  intermarried. 
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Zion  Church 

West  Penn  Twp.,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  Churches 


ACCORDING  to  Rev.  H.  A.  Weller’s  History  of  Friedens  Church  by  the 
Little  Schuylkill,  Zion  church  sprung  from  the  Friedens  congregation. 
Dissatisfied  with  the  moral  character  of  their  school  master  who  also  served 
as  pastor,  and  for  want  of  an  ordained  minister,  this  contingent  withdrew  in 
1770  and  established  a  new  community  to  the  east  in  what  is  now  West.  Penn 
Twp.  On  June  2,  1768  John  Michael  Hoppes  entered  an  application  in  the 
land  office  of  Pa.  No.  3369,  for  one  hundred  acres  and  originally  surveyed  and 
appropriated  for  the  sole  use  of  the  United  Congregation  of  Lutheran  and  Ger¬ 
man  Reformed,  on  Jan.  21,  1773,  A.  D.  The  right  and  title  claim  demand 
and  was  conveyed  unto  George  Schellhamer  in  trust  for  the  use  of  said  United 
Congregation  Jan.  27,  1818.  The  tract  was  surveyed  at  the  request  of  Jacob 
Zeigler  and  Daniel  Leiby,  elders  and  trustees  of  said  congregation  again  on  the 
13th  and  16th  days  of  Sept.,  1846.  The  same  was  surveyed  and  lines  carefully 
and  accurately  drawn  at  the  request  of  Jacob  Zeigler  and  John  Zuber,  trustees, 
and  the  stone  corner  marked  with  1846.  It  was  made  permanent  by  John  L. 
Pulsifer.  On  Nov.  13,  1871  the  surveyor  general’s  office  at  Harrisburg  billed 
Gideon  Steigcrwalt  and  Daniel  Ohl  with  a  calculation  in  the  case  of  application 
of  Michael  Hoppes,  dated  2nd  day  of  June,  1768,  that  the  amount  required  to 
patent  and  secure  deed  for  93  acres  and  62  perches  was  $105.25.  Of  this  amount 
$90.75  was  the  purchase  money  and  interest  accrued  thereon,  and  $14.50  was 
fees.  He  asked  them  to  remit  this  amount  so  that  the  case  might  be  disposed 
of.  On  Dec.  4,  following,  the  above  amount  was  paid  by  Gideon  Steigerwalt 
and  Daniel  Ohl,  trustees  of  the  aforesaid  congregation,  and  a  deed  was  granted 
by  the  Commonwealth  of  Pa.,  to  Gideon  Steigerwalt  and  Daniel  Ohl. 

In  the  year  1784  a  log  building  appeared  on  the  site,  now  occupied  by  the 
janitor's  house,  which  was  used  by  the  congregation  for  religious  services  and 
for  a  parochial  school.  The  first  church  building  was  also  built  of  logs  and 
was  erected  in  1790.  The  second,  a  stone  edifice,  was  built  in  1846.  The  cor¬ 
ner  stone  was  laid  on  Ascension  day.  May  21,  1846.  At  the  same  time  a  con¬ 
stitution  was  adopted  for  the  Union  Church,  which  was  in  force  until  Aug. 
30,  1914,  when  a  new  code  of  by-laws  was  adopted  by  vote  of  both  congrega¬ 
tions  which  were  amended  on  Nov.  14,  1914.  These  by-laws  were  put  into 
effect  Jan.  1,  1915,  when  the  following  officers  were  installed  into  office:  Luth¬ 
eran  congregation,  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Strauss,  minister;  W.  A.  Schaeffer,  elder;  Lewis 
Steigerwalt,  David  Steigerwalt,  trustees;  Wallis  Steigerwalt,  A.  O.  Schaeffer, 
George  Bollinger,  deacons;  H.  C.  Nester,  Wm.  H.  Hoppes,  C.  E.  Northstein,  A. 
O.  Schaeffer,  treasurer;  J.  A.  Eherse,  secretary.  Officers  of  the  Reformed  congre¬ 
gation  were:  Rev.  H.  D.  Houtz,  minister;  A.  S.  Zimmerman,  elder;  O.  A.  Hun- 
sicker,  J.  C.  Brown,  trustees;  Alfred  Zimmerman,  Frank  Gerber,  deacons;  Wm. 
H.  Schaeffer,  Alvin  A.  Hill,  A.  A.  Kneffer  and  E.  E.  Gerber.  J.  C.  Brown, 
treasurer;  W.  Lecser,  secretary. 
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During  the  summer  of  1919,  the  building  was  extensively  remodeled  and 
modernized  at  a  cost  of  $18,000.00.  The  dedicatory  services  were  held  on 
Oct.  11,  and  12,  1919.  On  Feb.  10,  1927,  the  interior  of  the  church  was  des¬ 
troyed  by  fire  from  an  electric  storm.  During  the  following  summer  the  entire 
interior  was  remodeled  in  accordance  with  the  previous  design  at  a  cost  of  ap¬ 
proximately  $15,000  and  dedicated  in  Oct.  of  the  same  year.  The  following 
are  the  pastors  that  have  served  Zion's  church  so  far  as  records  are  available. 
Lutheran  congregation:  Rev.  Schelhart,  Daniel  Schaeffer  1807-1835,  Rev.  Zu- 
ber  supply  1813-1814,  Rev.  Gisenhainer  supply,  Rev.  Harpel  supply,  Rev.  E. 
A.  Baner  1842-1871,  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Strauss  1872-1918,  Rev.  Wirt  A.  Dries 
1919-1927,  Rev.  Arthur  P.  Snyder  1928.  Reformed  congregation:  Rev.  Peter 
Miller,  1804,  F.  W.  V.  Andersloot  1804-1811,  Philip  Moyer  supply  1811, 
Jacob  Diffenbach  1812-1815,  Rev.  John  Zulich  1816-1875,  Rev.  Abraham 
Bartholomew  1875-1894,  Rev.  Joseph  Schlappich,  supply,  Rev.  Calvin  E. 
Bartholomew,  supply,  Rev.  Thos.  N.  Rcber  1895-191  1,  Rev.  Harry  D.  Houtz 
1912-1925,  Rev.  Franklin  D.  Slefex  1926-1929,  Rev.  Wilbur  W.  Moyer  1930. 


The  following  names  are  on  a  bronze  tablet  on  the  church,  in  honor  of  the 
members  of  Zion  Lutheran  and  Reformed  church  who  answered  the  country's 
call  in  the  World  War.  Not  one  came  back.  All  were  killed  or  died: 


Charles  Arndt 
Charles  Boyer 
Llenlyn  Delp 
Erl  C.  Eroh 
Armandus  Gerber 
Charles  A.  Gerber 
Emry  Geiger 
Edward  Geiger 
Amandus  Graff 
Herman  Graff 
John  C.  Hess 


Oliver  J.  Hess 
Oscar  M.  Hess 
Warren  G.  Hill 
Daniel  Kenmer 
Abner  W.  Kleckner 
Fredrick  Knadler 
Howard  A.  Leiby 
Charles  Miller 
Victor  Nestle 
Charles  Ruch 
Leon  Houser 


Edwin  M.  Schaffer 
Harold  A.  Sholmaker 
George  E.  Snyder 
Calvin  J.  Stahler 
Lester  Stallnecker 
Clarence  A.  Steigerwalt 
William  Steigerwalt 
Charles  E.  Sterner 
Edwin  C.  Zehner 
David  Zetlemoyer 


Presented  to  the  church  by  the  Zion  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Sunday  School, 
1921,  Clarence  C.  Steigerwalt,  Supt. 

Johannes  Michael  Habbas  (Hoppes),  made  a  gift  of  a  hundred  acres  of  land 
for  this  church,  then  helped  erect  the  first  church,  which  was  of  logs.  His  son 
Christian  and  one  of  his  sons  hauled  all  the  stone,  gratis,  for  the  present  stone 
church  and  the  stone  wall  that  surrounds  it.  They  arose  at  2  a.  m.  and  drove 
a  four  horse  team  six  or  eight  miles  to  the  Blue  mountains  for  the  stone. 

March,  1938,  German  Reformed  180  full  paid  members:  Rev.  W.  W. 
Moyer,  New  Mahoning,  Pa.,  minister.  Lutheran  220  members,  Sunday  School 
.333,  Rev.  A.  P.  Snyder,  Leighton,  Pa.,  R.  2,  minister.  The  church  is  located 
on  a  high  hill,  in  fact  all  county  churches  in  that  section  of  the  state  are.  It 
is  a  large  stone  structure  with  a  Sunday  School  room  in  the  basement,  and  the 
upstairs  is  used  for  preaching  services.  It  is  certainly  a  fine  building.  The  church 
yard  contains  6  to  8  acres  and  is  kept  in  fine  order.  It  slopes  to  the  west,  and 
is  quite  an  elevation  from  the  lower  part  to  the  upper  end.  The  church  yard 
has  a  stone  wall  around  it  between  the  church  and  cemetery.  There  is  a  house 
and  barn  for  the  caretaker. 
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The  graves  of  John  Michael  Hoppes  and  wife  Catherine  (Harr)  Hoppes  lie 
just  in  from  the  main  gate  entrance.  The  stones  are  engraved  in  German.  His 
grave  is  the  only  one  in  the  cemetery  bearing  a  Revolutionary  war  marker,  and 
waving  U.  S.  flag  throughout  the  year.  Many  of  the  Hoppes  and  Adam  Zehner 
families  are  buried  there  with  stones  engraved  in  German.  Many  of  both  fam¬ 
ilies  are  buried  8  miles  distant  at  East  Penn  Twp.  (C.  \V.  E.  B.) 
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Hoppes — 17 40 — Zehner — Balliet 

Germany 

FROM  a  brief  study  of  the  several  kingdoms  set  up  in  Western  Europe  by  the 
several  subdivisions  of  the  Tentonic  branch  of  the  Syrian  family,  we  find 
that  the  ancestors  of  the  modern  Germans  located  “beyond  the  Rhine’' 
sometime  during  or  just  prior  to  the  sixth  century  of  our  era.  From  them  came 
a  great  number  of  the  people  who  went  to  populate  the  several  surrounding 
provinces,  and  small  states.  Practically  the  whole  of  Western  and  Central 
Europe  became  of  Tentonic  origin. 

We  shall  not  take  up  the  history  of  the  Kingdom  of  Germany  further  than 
to  say  that  it  came  into  existence  as  a  separate  state,  or  kingdom  by  the  breaking 
up  of  the  Empire  of  Charlemagne,  or  Charles  the  Great,  in  the  year  843,  A.  D. 
By  the  Treaty  of  Verdun,  Germany  was  given  to  Lewis,  a  grandson  of  Charle¬ 
magne,  and  for  the  next  several  hundred  years  it  seems  that  the  principal  occu¬ 
pation  of  the  people  of  the  several  loosely  constructed  states  and  provinces  of 
the  socallcd  German  Empire,  was  to  wage  war  among  themselves. 

HOPPES 

We  know  nothing  of  the  Hoppes  family  in  name,  until  about  the  years  of 
that  desperate  struggle  between  Germany  and  Austria  known  in  history  as  the 
Thirty  Year  War  (1618-1648). 

The  German  Historian  Muller,  after  making  a  thorough  digestive  search 
through  some  two  hundred  volumes  of  German  history 1  finds  that  the  Hoppes 
family  had  resided  in  the  province  of  Lorraine,  which  was  then  a  part  of  the 
German  Empire,  for  many  years  prior  to  the  Thirty  Year  War.  During  that 
time  they  had  collectively  accumulated  a  grear  deal  of  wealth.  Being  iron-mak¬ 
ers  by  trade  their  wealth  consisted  principally  of  factories  in  Metz,  Lorraine, 
where  they  are  reputed  to  have  owned  some  twenty-seven  furnaces.  To  quote: 

“About  the  year  1636  the  family  sought  a  more  extensive,  outlet  for  their 
iron  products  and  found  some  with  the  Austrian  Government,  much  to  the 
indignation  of  Ferdinand  II.,  Emperor  of  Germany,  who  upon  learning  of  their 
act,  ordered  eighteen  of  the  more  prominent  members  of  the  faihily  to  the  seat 
of  the  government,  there  to  have  their  heads  removed.  This  order  or  command 
not  being  in  harmony  with  the  independent  spirit  prevalent  among  the  Tentons, 
and  the  failure  of  the  several  members  of  the  family  to  see  wher^  or  of  what 
benefit  this  act  would  be  to  the  family. if  carried  out,  placed  the  family  in  rebel¬ 
lion  against  the  government  and  they  at  once  raised  an  army  of  some  1800  men. 
among  themselves  and  among  their  employees,  and  defended  themselves  as  best 
as  they  could  until  the  family  could  cross  over  into  Holland,  .which  they  did 
leaving  their  wealth  behind  to  be  confiscated  and  destroyed  by  the  German  gov¬ 
ernment.  ‘  ’  , 
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“After  residing  in  Holland  for  probably  a  year,  the  family  practically  as  a 
whole,  so  we  are  told,  boarded  two  ships  and  sailed  for  America.  One  ship 
landed  at  Chester,  Pa.,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Delaware  river,  near  where  Phil¬ 
adelphia  now  stands  and  the  other  one  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  The 
members  of  the  family  landing  at  Chester,  Pa.,  were  Ironmakers  and  mechanics 
and  from  family  tradition,  we  find  that  they  continued  in  their  chosen  vocation 
and  many  years  later  were  interested  financially  and  otherwise  in  the  great  Beth¬ 
lehem  Steel  Works.  Some  of  the  members  of  the  family  married  into  the  Gar¬ 
rett  family  and  thereby  became  interested  in  the  building  and  operation  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad. 

“Garrett  Hoppes  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  for  many  years. 
He  left  no  children  and  it  so  happens  that  the  Pa.  branch  of  the  family  had  but 
few  children,  most  of  whom  were  girls.  So  the  name  has  not  prospered  greatly 
in  Pa.  It  may  be  of  interest  here  to  state  some  of  the  heads  of  the  original  col¬ 
ony  who  settled  in  Pa.,  feared  that  the  King  of  England,  who  was  then  on 
friendly  terms  with  Ferdinand  II.,  Emperor  of  Germany,  might  extradite  them 
to  Germany  as  fugitives  from  justice,  changed  their  names  to  Hoopes.” 

The  Garrett  and  Hoppes  families  are  rather  numerous  in  Pa.,  and  N.  Y. 
And  from  some  investigation  we  find  that  they  are  a  very  well-to-do  people. 

Several  of  the  members  of  this  branch  of  the  family  served  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  perhaps  some  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

John  J.  Hoppes  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  is  a  descendant  of  this  branch  of  the 
family  and  true  to  the  family  and  custom,  he  is  following  the  iron-making  bus¬ 
iness,  being  president  and  principal  owner  of  some  three  factories  in  Springfield 
where  he  makes  feed  water  heaters  and  steam  specialities,  high  grade  water  pow¬ 
er  machinery  and  playground  equipment,  paraphernalia,  etc. 

His  grandfather,  Christopher  Hoppes,  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was 
wounded  at  Lundy's  Lane  and  died  of  his  wounds  some  twelve  years  later. 

Note:  (In  the  year  of  1873  the  German  Historian  Muller  made  a  tour  of 
America,  gathering  data  for  some  work  he  wished  to  publish.  He  came  to  Cir- 
clcville,  Ohio,  to  view  and  make  a  survey,  and  otherwise  familiarize  himself  with 
the  Indian  mounds  near  that  place.  At  this  time  Mr.  Muller  met  John  J.  Hop¬ 
pes  who  was  a  lad  in  his  teens,  and  employed  him  to  drive  him  out  to  the 
mounds  and  help  him  with  bis  work.  John  J-,  spent  two  or  three  days  in  com¬ 
pany  with  this  famous  historian,  during  which  time  Muller  told  of  the  Hoppes 
family  in  Germany.) 

It  is  reported  that  years  after  the  close  of  the  Thirty  Year  War,  when  Ger¬ 
many  had  forgotten  her  animosity  toward  the  Hoppes  family,  one  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  ventured  back  to  Metz  and  re-established  an  iron  business.  And  the  family 
is  still  in  business  there. 

It  is  from  John  J.  Hoppes  that  we  get  the  most  of  the  history  of  the  family 
in  Germany,  and  also  of  his  branch  of  the  family  in  Pa.  Through  pleasant 
correspondence,  Chester  C.  Hoppes,  president  Corbin  State  Bank,  Kansas,  has 
published  a  book  of  his  ancestors,  a  number  living  in  Indiana  where  he  was 
born. 

HOPPES  SCHUYLKILL  CO.,  PA.— 1740 

Our  first  American  ancestor  came  to  make  their  home  in  the  United  States, 
as  near  as  descendants  arc  able  to  ascertain,  in  1740.  Johannes  Michael  Habbas 
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(German),  John  Michael  Hoppes  (English),  came  from  Hanover  Kingdom  of 
Wurtemberg  (Wittenberg  State),  on  the  Rhine,  Baden,  Germany.  He  had  a 
wife,  one  or  more  daughters  and  four  sons.  The  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
the  region  where  he  settled  6  or  1 2  miles  southeast  of  Tamaqua,  West  Penn 
Twp.,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  then  included  in  Northampton  Co.,  Pa.,  at  a  time 
when  the  Indians  were  still  troublesome  in  that  part  of  Pa.,  and  where  the  set- 
tiers  were  never  safe  from  raids  and  attack. 

One  night  the  Hoppes  family's  home  was  surrounded  and  attacked  by  a 
band  of  wild  Indians  and  the  first  American  ancestor  and  two  of  his  sons  were 
killed  while  defending  their  home  and  family.  The  other  two  sons  fought 
until  they  routed  the  Indians  and  thus  saved  the  mother  and  their  sisters. 

The  next  day  the  father  and  two  sons  were  buried  beneath  a  pine  tree  near 
the  house  so  the  Indians  would  not  discover  or  molest  their  graves.  Jonas,  as 
the  father  was  called,  (for  short),  was  aged  63  years,  2  months  and  28  days. 
The  place  was  not  marked  except  by  the  tree,  and  it  is  not  known  now  just 
where  it  was.  But  there  are  those  still  living  who  remember  seeing  it  often. 
The  names  of  the  rest  of  the  family  are  not  known,  nor  what  became  of  them 
later  in  life. 

One  of  the  remaining  sons  became  discouraged  and  somewhat  disgusted  with 
their  ill  fate,  and  subsequently  went  to  Virginia  where  he  acquired  a  valuable 
plantation,  and  owned  slaves,  and  as  far  as  is  known  remained  single.  The 
other  son,  which  was  our  ancestor,  was  named  the  same  as  his  father,  Johannes 
Michael  Habbas.  He  spent  his  life  in  Pa. 

When  the  Revolutionary  War  broke  out  he  took  up  arms  in  defense  of 
the  Colonies  under  the  name  of  Michael  Hoppes  and  served  in  the  Continental 
army  in  a  cavalry  regiment  under  George  Washington's  command.  In  the  re¬ 
treat  from  Philadelphia  he  was  captured  by  the  British  and  held  three  days 
without  food.  Afterwards,  he  was  recaptured  by  Gen.  Lafayette's  army  and 

returned  to  the  service.  He  served  seven  years. 

0 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

Department  of  Public  Instruction, 

State  Library  and  Museum — Harrisburg. 

RECORDS  FURNISHED  BY  THE  ARCHIVES  DIVISION 

“Name:  Hoppes  (Happes,  Hoppis) ,  Michael,  Micael,  Michael,  Sr.  Record 
Revolutionary  War. 

“(1.)  Happes,  Michael — Private  in  the  Continental  Line  receiving  Depre¬ 
ciation  Pay,  Northampton  County  Militia. 

“(2.)  Hoppes,  Michael — Listed  as  a  private  willing  to  march  under  Capt. 
William  Moyer  (Meyer)  in  the  2nd  Company  at  the  Court  of  Appeals  held  for 
the  7th  Class  6th  Battalion  of  the  Northampton  County  Militia  this  18th  day  of 
May  1781. 

“(3.)  Hoppis,  Micael — Listed  as  a  7th  class  private  in  “Class  Role  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Christian  Bowman’s  Compina  made  this  30  day  of  April,  1785  in  the 
County  of  Northampton  Been  (Penn)  Township”  as  follis  the  age  five-three 
to  eighteen. 
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“(4.)  Happes,  Michael  Senior — Pension  Record  (deceased)  private.  Serv¬ 
ice  Penna.  Militia.  Placed  on  Roll — Jan.  23,  1834.  Pension  commenced — 
March  4,  1831.  Age  80  years.  No  report  yet  received  of  payment  made. 
Penna.  Pension  Roll. 

“References:  1.  Penna.  Archives  Series  5,  Volume  4,  page  325;  2.  Penna. 
Archives  Series  5,  Volume  8,  page  464;  3.  Penna.  Archives  Series  6,  Volume 
3,  page  890;  4.  Penna.  Archives  Series  3,  Volume  23,  page  539.  Also  Docu¬ 
ments  room  Document  514,  page  181. 

— “Joseph  L.  Rafter,  Director  Pa.,  State  Library  and  Museum. 

Allentown,  Pa.,  Historical  Library,  has  a  record  of  John  Michael  and  son 
Michael’s  service  in  the  war  and  where  taxed.  (For  D.  A.  R.  and  for  Sons  & 
Daughters  of  1812  Patriotic  Society.)  A  number  of  the  family  are  members  of 
D.  A.  R. 

Michael  Hoppes  served  in  the  Northampton  militia  under  Captain  Wm. 
Moyer  2nd  Co.  6  Battalion.  The  name  appears  as  entitled  to  bounty  in  the 
Co.  of  Capt.  Wm.  Seifass  for  service  from  Sept.  22,  1781  to  Nov.  22,  1781. 

After  the  war  he  returned  to  West  Penn  Twp.,  and  became  a  prosperous 
farmer,  receiving  a  land  grant  from  the  government  of  150  acres  for  7  years 
service.  He  built  a  log  house  and  barn  on  his  tract,  a  considerable  portion  of 
which  he  succeeded  in  clearing.  He  farmed  throughout  his  active  years. 

Pa.  Archives  Series  6  V ol.  8,  pages  1215-19,  May  7,  1  779.  Sold  to  Michael 
Hoppes  a  spinning  wheel,  5  shillings.  And  a  cross-cut  saw,  one  pound  five 
shillings.  In  Schuylkill  Co.,  History,  it  states  that  they  held  meetings  at  Land- 
ingville  near  Orwigsburg.  A  flour  mill  approximately  200  years  old  may  still 
be  seen  in  Mahoning  valley.  The  building  was  a  stone  structure  of  which  very 
few  still  remain.  It  was  built  by  a  man  named  Michael  Hoppes.  Also  operated 
by  Gideon  Hoppes  and  Oscar  Houser.  After  the  mill  was  not  operated,  the 
decendants  occupied  the  house  adjoining  it.  In  1895  my  mother  and  sister 
visited  father’s  uncle  David  Hoppe’s  home  which  adjoined  a  mill.  His  son 
Michael  Hoppes  operated  a  mill  after  the  War  of  1812. 

The  Indians  would  sometimes  wander  through  this  section  and  seek  rest 
in  barns  of  early  settlers.  Such  an  incident  is  related  when  Hannah,  daughter 
of  Michael  Hoppes,  went  into  the  barn  to  get  hay  for  the  cattle.  She  went  into 
the  hay  mow  and  stepped  upon  a  place  where  it  seemed  as  if  the  hay  were  very 
loose.  Out  jumped  an  Indian  who  was  seeking  a  sleeping  place.  She  being 
very  much  frightened  shrieked  and  ran  for  the  house  and  the  Indian  ran  from 
the  barn  into  the  woods  and  escaped. 

The  Census  of  1790  gives  the  home  of  Johannes  Michael  Hoppes  as  Penn 
Twp.,  Northampton  Co.,  Pa.  His  family  consisted  of  himself  and  wife,  4 
white  males,  4  females  under  16  years  of  age.  The  Census  of  1800  gives 
Michael  and  Jacob  Hoppes  as  heads  of  families  in  Penn  Twp.,  Schuylkill  Co. 

John  Michael  Hoppes  was  one  of  the  most  zealous  members  of  the  Zion 
Reformed  and  Lutheran  church,  West  Penn  Twp.,  giving  as  a  gift  100  acres 
of  land  for  the  building  site  and  cemetery  plot,  and  he  assisted  in  the  erection  of 
the  first  log  church.  There  is  a  house  and  barn  for  the  caretaker.  The  graves 
of  him  and  his  wife  lie  just  in  from  the  main  gate  entrance.  On  the  tombstone 
the  name  is  in  German.  The  text  II.  Timothy  4:7:  Johannes  Michael  Hab- 
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bas,  born  Penn  Twp.,  Northampton  Co.,  on  Jan.  12,  1753,  died  July  30, 
1833,  aged  80  y.  6  m.  18  d.  Catharine  (Harr)  Hoppes,  wife  of  Michael,  was 
born  Apr.  7,  1755,  died  July  5,  1823,  aged  68  y.  2  m.  28  d.  She  was  born 
in  Northampton  Co.,  Pa.  Michael's  grave  is  the  only  one  in  the  cemetery  bear¬ 
ing  a  Revolutionary  War  marker.  It  is  decorated  annually  on  May  30th  with 
the  stars  and  stripes  by  Post  606,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Steinsville,  and  throughout  the 
year  replaced  when  torn.  When  the  present  stone  church  was  erected  in  1846 
his  son  Christian  and  grandson  Solomon  assisted. 

John  Michael  and  Catharine  Harr  Hoppes  had  ten  children.  The  III. 
generation  in  U.  S.: 

(1.)  Michael,  born  Mar.  21,  1781,  died  Apr.  21,  1857.  (Ancestor  of  the 
Indiana  Zehners.  (2.)  Jacob.  (3.)  Daniel.  (4.)  Christian,  born  Aug.  16, 
1787,  died  Aug.  2,  1856.  (5.)  David.  (6.)  John.  (7.)  Christina,  married 

Dusebaugh.  (8.)  Olvertena,  married  Kuntz.  (9.)  Catharine,  married  David 
Wadman.  (10.)  Mottena,  married  Michael  Kistler. 

III.  (1.)  Michael  Hoppes,  eldest  son  of  John  Michael  Hoppes,  son  of 
Johannes  Michael  Habbas,  was  born  Mar.  21,  1781,  died  Apr.  21,  1857,  aged 
76  y.  1  m.-  1  d. ;  married  Christiana  Kistler,  born  1787,  died  185 6,"  aged  68  y. 
1 1  m.  17  d.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mottena  (Molly)  Kistler,  my 
ancestor.  (John's  brother  Michael  married  Mottena  Hoppes).  Michael  served 
in  the  Militia  between  the  Revolution  and  the  War  of  1812,  and  served  in  the 
War  of  1812.  He  was  a  weaver  of  white  bed  spreads  and  woolen  cover  lids 
(we  had  three  of  them.)  After  the  war  he  was  a  flour  miller.  Michael  and 
wife  are  buried  near  his  parents.  There  were  eleven  children. 

IV.  (1.)  Catharine.  (2.)  John.  (3.)  Saloma,  born  Mar.  29,  1809,  died 
Nov.  6,  1879,  aged  70  y.  7  m.  7  d.  (The  ancestor  of  Marshall  Co.  Zehners. 
History  with  Ind.  Zehners) . 

(4.)  Hester  (Hattie),  born  Dec.  15,  1812,  died  June  12,  1903,  aged  90  y. 
5  m.  27  d.  (The  ancestor  of  the  Delaware  Co.,  Ind.,  Zehners.  History  with 
Ind.  Zehners) . 

(5.)  Judith  (Juttie),  married  Leonard  Ballict,  son  of  Stephen  Balliet.  His 
mother  was  Catherine  Zehner,  daughter  of  John,  son  of  Adam — 1726. 

(6.)  David,  died  in  1897.  (7.)  Mary  (Polly),  married  Peter  Stirewat. 

(8.)  Elizabeth,  married  William  Miller.  (9.  &  10.)  Twins,  Joseph  and 
Nathan.  (11.)  Michael,  born  Nov.  13,  1822,  died  Feb.  3,  1902,  aged  79  y. 
2  m.  20  d.,  married  Catherine  Balliet,  died  aged  86  years. 

Schuylkill  Co.,  History  Vol.  2,  page  938.  The  children  at  home  were 
Joseph,  Nathan,  John,  Michael,  Lizzie  and  Judith. 

*  *  *  * 

IV.  (6.)  David  Hoppes  lived  about  seven  miles  from  Tamaqua  and  about 
three  miles  from  David  Zehner  station,  a  Weaver.  He  died  in  1897  and  is  buried 
at  St.  Peters  church  at  Mantzville  between  the  "Zion  stone  church"  and  Bethle¬ 
hem  church.  He  was  the  father  of  eleven  children. 

V.  (1.)  Pauline,  died  young.  (2.)  Emma,  married  Daniel  Rex.  (3.) 
Solomon.  (4.)  Sarah,  married  James  Zettlemoyer.  (5.)  Susannah,  married 
Wilson  Leichtner.  (6.)  Judith,  born  Aug.,  1855,  married  Daniel  Dreisbach. 
(7.)  David,  died  young.  (8.)  Amanda,  died  young.  (9.)  Louise,  married 
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Ephrain  Shellhammer.  (10.)  Hannah,  married  Francis  Middlccamp.  She 
died  in  1934.  (1  1.)  Alice,  died  young. 

V.  (3.)  Solomon  Hoppes’  children  were:  VI.  (1.)  Granville,  deceased. 
(2.)  Emanuel.  (3.)  Fredrick.  (4.)  Wahus.  (3.)  Howard.  (6.)  Mamie. 
(7.)  Minnie.  (8.)  Mcda.  (9.)  Helen,  deceased.  The  address  of  some  of  the 
boys  is  Tamaqua,  Pa.,  R.  3. 

V.  (6.)  Judith  Hoppes,  David’s  only  child  living,  1935.  She  was  born 
in  Aug.,  1855,  married  Daniel  Dreisbach.  She  is  the  mother  of  six  children. 

VI.  (1.)  David.  (2.)  Oliver.  (3.)  Katie.  (4.)  Hannah.  (5.)  Aman- 
dus.  (6.)  Francis,  738  North  4th  St.,  Allentown,  Pa.,  gave  this  data. 

V.  (10.)  Hannah  Hoppes’  husband,  Francis  Middlecamp,  was  still  living 
in  1935,  aged  80  years.  Address  Tamaqua,  Pa.,  R.  3. 

IV.  (9.  ft  10.)  Twins,  Joseph  and  Nathan,  married  in  Pa.,  and  moved  to 
Wolf  Creek,  Ind.,  where  their  sister  Saloma,  Mrs.  Solomon  Zehner,  lived. 
Joseph  lived  four  miles  south  of  Wolf  Creek.  He  died  of  T.  B.  His  widow 
married  Mr.  Gilson.  She  died  of  erysipelas  and  was  buried  by  the  side  of  her 
first  husband,  Joseph  Hoppes,  at  Pisgah  cemetery  at  Wolf  Creek,  Ind.  Their 
children  were: 

VI.  (1.)  Sarah  Lizzie.  (2.)  Susanna.  (3.)  Tillie.  (4.)  Leonard.  Na¬ 
than  had  three  sons.  They  moved  west  from  Wolf  Creek. 

VI.  (1.)  Nathan.  (2.)  Charles.  (3.)  Leonard. 

IV.  (11.)  Michael  Hoppes,  son  of  Michael  (John  Michael-Johannes  Mich¬ 
ael  Habbas) ,  was  the  youngest  child  and  the  4th  Michael.  Born  Nov.  13, 
1822,  died  Feb.  3,  1902,  aged  79  y.  2  m.  20  d.  He  married  Catherine  Balliet, 
daughter  of  John  Balliet — his  wife  was  a  daughter  of  George  Houser.  Catherine 
Balliet  died,  aged  86  years.  Michael  was  a  miller  and  farmer.  He,  or  his  father, 
built  a  mill  all  of  stone,  still  in  operation,  six  miles  east  of  Tamaqua,  which 
is  16  miles  from  Pottsville  the  county  seat.  Their  children  were: 

V.  (1.)  Polly,  married  Nathan  Gilbert.  (2.)  Rebecca,  married  Reuben 
Northstine.  (3.)  Catherine,  married  Adam  Henry.  (4.)  Benneville,  died 
young.  (5.)  Charles  Henry,  born  Apr.  8,  1856,  living  1935,  one  son  Charles 
A.,  lives  at  Andreas,  Pa.,  R.  1.  (6.)  Michael,  married  Mary  Shellhammer. 
He  died  in  1920,  aged  62.  His  wife  was  living  in  1935,  aged  75  years.  They 
have  one  son,  Leon  A.  Hoppes,  35  years  of  age  in  1935.  He  lives  on  the  home¬ 
stead  which  was  his  father’s  and  his  grandfather  Michael’s  home  and  mill.  Leon 
operates  the  stone  mill  at  Tamaqua,  R.  3,  box  74. 

*  *  *  * 

Christian  Hoppes — 1787 

III.  (4.)  Christian  Hoppes,  son  of  John  Michael  (Johannes  Michael  Hab¬ 
bas)  ,  born  Aug.  1  6,  1  787,  died  Aug.  2,  1856,  aged  68  y.  11  nr.  1 7  d.,  in  West 
Penn  Twp.,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  He  assisted  his  father  on  the 
home  farm  and  after  his  marriage  bought  a  tract  of  150  acres  and  cleared  most 
of  it.  He  had  a  saw  mill  which  he  operated  besides  cultivating  his  land.  He 
remained  there  until  his  death.  He  was  originally  a  democrat,  but  later  turned 
republican  in  politics.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Lutheran  congre¬ 
gation  of  Zion  church;  served  as  deacon  and  elder;  and  assisted  in  building  the 
present  stone  church.  In  1846  he  and  one  of  his  sons  arose  at  2  a.  m.,  then 
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•driving  a  four  horse  team  6  or  8  miles  to  the  Blue  Mountains  they  hauled  all 
the  stone  gratis  to  build  the  church  and  the  wall  between  the  church  and  ceme¬ 
tery. 

Christian  was  married  in  1808  to  Salome  Steigerwalt,  born  May  28,  1786, 
died  Mar.  31,  1861.  They  lived  together  48  years  and  had  six  sons  and  six 
daughters. 

IV.  (1.)  Solomon,  married  Magdalena  (Polly)  Snyder.  (2.)  Andrew 
married  Susanna  (Hetty)  Mosser.  (3.)  Catharine,  married  Hiram  Wehr.  (4.) 
Salome,  married  Daniel  Northstein.  (5.)  Rebecca,  married  Henri  Northstein, 
moved  to  Salina,  Kan.  (6.)  Lydia,  married  David  Hartung. 

It  is  said  the  other  six  children  died  of  dysentery. 

*  *  *  * 

Solomon  Hoppes — 1809 

IV.  1.  Solomon  Hoppes,  son  of  Christian,  born  Aug.  13,  1809,  died  Dec. 
11,  1890,  aged  81  y.  3  m.  28  d.  He  married  Magdalena  (Polly)  Snyder,  born 
Dec.  30,  1810,  died  May  5,  1899,  aged  88  y.  4  m.  5  d.  He  had  a  flour  mill 
at  West  Penn  and  lived  in  the  original  Hoppes  homestead,  later  in  Mahanoy 
valley  at  a  place  called  Normal  Square,  Carbon  county,  six  miles  away.  The 
mill  was  a  frame  building  four  stories  high,  built  in  1848.  Solomon  and  four 
sons  served  in  the  Civil  War.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children. 

V.  (I.)  Leah.  (2.)  Daniel.  (3.)  Solomon  Snyder.  (4.)  Elias.  (5.) 
Joseph.  (6.)  George  Washington.  (7.)  Lydia.  (8.)  Magdeline  (Polly). 
(9.)  Salome. 

All  are  Bible  names  except  George  Washington,  who  was  named  in  honor 
of  the  General  under  whom  his  grandfather,  John  Michael  Hoppes,  fought  in 
the  Revolutionary  War. 

V.  1.  Leah  Hoppes,  daughter  of  Solomon,  married  Elias  Northstein,  a 
younger  brother  of  the  same  family  who  married  her  aunts,  Salome  and  Re¬ 
becca  (Hoppes)  Northstein.  Elias  died  in  1879.  They  had  one  son,  Dennis, 
who  married  Amanda  German,  a  second  cousin  to  Dennis.  Dennis  died  in  1934 
leaving  one  daughter,  Meta.  She  married  Dr.  Calvin  D.  Balliet,  Leighton,  Pa. 
They  have  eight  or  nine  grown  children,  breaking  the  record  of  the  others  for 
small  families. 

V.  (2.)  Daniel  Hoppes,  son  of  Solomon,  born  Sept.  16,  1834,  died  Dec. 
3,  1915,  aged  81  y.  2  m.  17  d.  He  married  Catharine  (Katie)  Zcigler,  born 
Nov.  25,  1851,  who  enjoys  good  health  at  the  present,  (1939.)  She  remem¬ 
bers  well  how  her  husband  who  was  17  years  her  senior,  driving  by  would 
point  out  the  tree  to  her  under  which  his  first  ancestor  in  America,  Johannes 
Michael  Habbas,  and  two  sons  were  buried.  As  there  have  been  so  many  changes 
in  the  surroundings,  she  docs  not  now  remember  the  exact  spot.  Her  present 
home  is  Allentown,  Pa.  Daniel  with  his  father’s  only  brother,  Andrew,  left 
West  Penn  Twp.,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  and  located  at  Mahanoy  City,  12  miles 
north  of  Tamaqua,  engaging  in  the  four  milling  and  feed  business.  The  mill, 
four  story  frame,  later  years  had  a  feed  store  1  block  above  the  mill.  Four 
years  before  Daniel’s  death  he  fell  down  the  cellar  steps  and  fractured  his  hip, 
being  77  years  old,  it  was  slow  knitting  and  this  confined  him  to  his  bed  room. 
Two  years  later  he  sufFcrcd  a  stroke,  completely  paralyzing  him,  which  confined 
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him  in  bed  till  his  death.  Other  complications  caused  him  to  suffer  a  great  deal. 
He  never  murmured,  but  would  say,  “Oh  how  I  wish  I  could  go  home.”  He 
was-  such  a  good  Christian  and  we  know  he  is  enjoying  the  bliss  of  a  sinless 
world.  Their  children  were: 

VI.  (1.)  Minnie.  (2.)  Edwin.  (3.)  Carrie. 

VI.  (1.)  Minnie  Hoppes,  daughter  of  Daniel,  married  Herschel  C.  Shank- 
weiler,  a  coal  dealer.  They  live  in  a  beautiful  brick  home,  2441  Tilghman 
St.,  Allentown,  Pa.  One  daughter,  Evelyn  Kathryn,  graduated  from  Allen¬ 
town  High  School;  attended  Moravian  Preparatory  School  in  Bethlehem;  and 
was  graduated  from  West  Chester  State  Teachers  College.  A  teacher  in  the 
Raub  Elementary  School.  She  was  married  Sunday,  June  26,  1938,  3  p.  m., 
in  Grace  Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  13th  and  Turner  St.,  Allentown, 
to  Willard  Monroe  Hausman,  Leighton,  Pa.,  a  grandson  of  Dr.  A.  M.,  and 
Sarah  Jane  Zehner  Sittler,  Bowmantown,  Pa. 

VII.  (1.)  Judith  Mary,  born  1939. 

VI.  (2.)  Edwin  Hoppes,  son  of  Daniel,  born  Oct.  5,  1882,  died  Dec.  15, 
1919  of  influenza,  leaving  three  children.  Marie,  is  a  teacher  and  lives  with  her 
grandmother,  Mrs.  Daniel  Hoppes.  Grace,  married  John  Mulkall  and  lives  at 
Pottsville,  Pa.  Paul,  is  a  junior  in  the  high  school  at  Pottsville. 

VI.  (3.)  Carrie  Hoppes,  the  youngest  of  Daniel's  children,  had  been  a  teach¬ 
er  for  twenty-four  years.  She  married  Edwin  Wilt  and  lives  at  Allentown,  Pa. 

V.  (3.)  Solomon  Snyder  Hoppes,  son  of  Solomon,  bearing  the  name  of 
both  his  father  and  mother,  was  born  in  West  Penn  Twp.,  Schuylkill  Co.,  in 
the  old  Hoppes  homestead  in  1848.  All  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  settled  in 
West  Penn  Twp.,  known  as  “the  Mahanoy  and  Lizard  Creek  valleys.”  Solo¬ 
mon  went  to  Reading  and  was  a  bookkeeper  for  the  Reading  Iron  and  Steel 
works.  Later  he  went  into  the  grocery  business.  In  November  1908,  at  the 
age  of  sixty,  he  met  with  an  accident.  Solomon  was  in  the  habit  of  walking 
down  the  railroad  home  as  it  was  shorter  and  quicker.  It  was  raining,  hailing 
and  very  disagreeable.  He  stepped  out  of  the  way  of  one  train  and  into  the 
path  of  another  and  was  killed.  His  brother,  Daniel,  was  the  only  one  of  his 
family  who  received  the  notice  in  time  and  was  able  to  attend  the  funeral.  Sol¬ 
omon  married  Katherine  Stitzer.  Six  children. 

VI.  (1.)  Arthur,  died  in  1916,  aged  42  years.  (2.)  John  S.,  living  at 
Harrisburg,  Pa.  (3.)  Garfield,  living  at  Scranton,  Pa.  (4.)  Mrs.  Bessie  Laird, 
living  at  Upper  Darby,  Pa.  (5.)  Mrs.  Lcnore  Armor,  living  in  Philadelphia. 
(6.)  Rev.  Burd  S.  Hoppes,  Boyertown,  Pa.,  an  Evangelical  minister. 

A  number  of  years  ago  the  Civil  War  veterans  held  a  special  service  in  a  cem¬ 
etery  at  Reading,  Pa.  Joseph  Hoppes  wandered  to  the  grave  of  his  soldier  broth¬ 
er  Solomon.  There  he  stood  weeping  bitterly.  Rev.  Burd  Hoppes  came  to  the 
grave  also.  He  said  to  Joseph — whom  he  did  not  know — “did  you  know  this 
man?”  Joseph  looked  up  and  replied,  “why,  this  is  my  brother.”  Rev.  Burd 
tfhen  said,  “and  this  man  was  my  father.” 

V.  (4.)  Elias  Hoppes,  son  of  Solomon  (Christian),  married  Maria  Kling- 
aman.  He  operated  his  father’s  mill  a  number  of  years.  They  had  two  sons: 
Albert,  a  rural  mail  carrier;  and  Dr.  Odillon,  who  had  a  wonderful  practice  at 
Tamaqua.  He  died  in  Sept.,  1934,  aged  56  y.  Dr.  Odillon  had  two  daughters, 
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Alice  and  Minnie.  Minnie  was  a  school  and  music  teacher.  She  married  Irvin 
Reinhard  and  had  two  daughters  and  one  son.  One  daughter  and  the  son  are 
married.  Elias  was  the  only  one  of  the  older  generation  to  die  of  heart  trouble. 
That  cannot  be  said  of  the  younger  generation. 

V.  (5.)  Joseph  Hoppes,  son  of  Solomon  (Christian),  married  Alvina 
Klingaman.  He  was  a  farmer.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  his  mother  made 
her  home  with  him,  and  died  aged  89  y.  Joseph  is  buried  at  East  Penn.  His 
monument  is  a  replica  of  him  in  his  Civil  War  uniform.  They  had  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  Sadie.  Her  mother  died  when  she  was  2  or  3  years  of  age.  She  married 
James  Geary.  He  died  1927.  She  lived  at  Germanville,  and  died  in  Sept.,  1935 
of  dropsy  and  heart  ailment. 

V.  (6,)  George  Washington  Hoppes,  son  of  Solomon  (Christian),  married 
Annie  Straub.  They  had  four  children. 

VI.  (1.)  Harry.  (2.)  Charles.  (3.)  Clara  McClean.  (4.)  Emma  Wehr. 

Harry  lived  at  Leighton  and  owned  a  large  silk  factory.  He  died  Mar.  26, 
1935,  at  the  age  of  54  y.,  of  heart  disease.  He  was  buried  at  East  Penn,  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  7  or  8  miles  from  West  Penn  stone  church.  He  had  one  son,  Charles, 
a  high  school  teacher  in  the  wrest  section  of  Pa.  He  married  Aug.,  1934,  Mar¬ 
garet  Troxell,  granddaughter  of  Emma  Troxell.  Emma's  great  grandmother 
was  Magdalena  (Polly),  daughter  of  Solomon  Hoppes. 

V.  7.  Lydia  Hoppes,  daughter  of  Solomon  (Christian),  married  David 
Kistler.  They  had  eight  children. 

VI.  (1.)  Dr.  Oliver.  (2.)  Dr.  Amandus,  who  died  in  1905.  (3.)  Dr. 

Ralph.  (4.)  Emma,  who  married  Rev.  Schaeffer;  he  died  a  few  years  ago.  (5.) 
Mary,  married  Mr.  Berger.  (6.)  Jennie,  married  Dr.  Allen  Wehr.  (7.)  Liz¬ 
zie,  deceased.  (8.)  Stella,  married  John  Arness,  deceased. 

V.  (8.)  Magdaline  (Polly)  Hoppes,  daughter  of  Solomon  (Christian), 
married  David  Longacre.  They  had  4  children. 

VI.  (1.)  David.  (2.)  Rev.  Jacob  Longacre,  a  retired  Lutheran  minister. 
He  lives  with  his  son,  Rev.  David  Longacre,  a  Lutheran  clergyman  of  Boyer- 
town,  Pa. 

(3.)  Deborah,  was  widowed  for  a  number  of  years  and  died  with  a  stroke 
Mar.  2,  1935.  She  had  lived  a  few  squares  from  Zion’s  church  and  was  buried 
in  its  cemetery.  She  left  one  son,  Dr.  Elmer  Behler  of  Germansville,  Pa. 

(4.)  Emma  Troxell,  was  living  with  a  son  at  West  Penn  in  1936. 

The  two  sisters,  Leah  and  Magdeline  (Polly),  lived  but  a  short  distance 
from  each  other  at  Normal  Square.  There  were  no  houses  between  so  they 
could  easily  see  each  other's  home.  About  1907  the  one  passed  away  when  the 
old  year  was  about  over  and  the  other  about  twelve  hours  later  in  the  New  Year. 

Rev.  Jacob  Longacre 

VI.  (2.)  Rev.  Jacob  Longacre,  was  born  at  Normal  in  Carbon  Co.,  Pa., 
Aug.  10,  1865.  He  was  confirmed  at  Bcn-Salem  Lutheran  church  in  Carbon 
Co.,  and  was  an  active  member  of  the  St.  John’s  Lutheran  church  at  Boyertown 
in  the  Adult  Bible  class.  For  more  than  thirty-six  years  he  served  in  the  Luth¬ 
eran  ministry,  and  for  27^2  years  of  this  time  was  pastor  of  the  large  Union 
parish  at  Unionville. 
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For  three  years,  while  Jacob  prepared  to  enter  college,  he  taught  school  at 
the  Normal  Institute  at  Normal,  after  which  he  attended  Palatinate  college  at 
Myerstown,  now  Albright  college.  He  entered  Muhlenberg  college  Sept.  6, 
1887  and  graduated  June  26,  1890.  (Both  his  sons  graduated  from  the  same 
college.) 

In  the  fall  of  1890  the  Rev.  Longacre  entered  Mt.  Airy  Lutheran  Theologi¬ 
cal  seminary,  Philadelphia.  He  was  graduated  in  the  spring  of  1893,  and  in 
June  of  that  same  year  was  ordained  a  minister  of  the  gospel  as  pastor  of  the 
Weissport  Lutheran  parish.  Three  years  later  on  June  23,  he  married  Irene 
Deborah  Fenstermacher,  of  Leighton,  Pa. 

After  nine  years  in  his  first  pastorate,  he  accepted  a  new  charge  Mar.  9,  1902, 
becoming  pastor  of  the  large  Unionville  Lutheran  parish,  including  Friedens 
Union  church  at  Hoffmans,  St.  Paul's  Union  church  at  Slatedale  and  the  Hei¬ 
delberg  Union  church. 

After  'll1/!  years  of  faithful  service,  he  retired  from  the  active  ministry  on 
July  1,  1929.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  Mar.  27,  1930,  he  moved  to  Boyer- 
town  to  assist  his  son  in  his  work  of  the  ministry  at  the  St.  John’s  Lutheran 
church  of  that  place.  He  died  May  29,  1936,  aged  70  y.  9  m.  19  d. 

He  is  survived  by  two  sons,  the  Rev.  David  F.  Longacre  of  Boyertown.  He 
is  well  liked  as  a  minister  and  president  of  the  Ministerial  Association  in  the 
eastern  section  of  Pa.  And  Ruben  F.  Longacre  of  Lebanon,  assistant  Supt.  of 
the  Lebanon  Co.  public  schools.  Two  grandsons,  Jacob  A.,  and  David  W. 
Longacre  of  Boyertown,  a  brother,  David  S.  Longacre  of  Normal,  and  a  sister, 
Mrs.  Emma  Troxell  of  Andreas. 

The  Rev.  E.  P.  Pfatteicher,  D.  D.,  L.  L.  D.,  Ph.  D.,  president  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pa.,  and  Rev.  R.  K.  Kern,  president  of  the 
Reading  Conference  of  the  Ministerium,  officiated  at'^Tfre  funeral  services.  In¬ 
terment  in  Union  cemetery,  Slatington,  Pa. 

V.  (9.)  Saloma  Hoppes,  daughter  of  Solomon  (Christian),  married  Dan¬ 
iel  Zeigler.  They  had  seven  children. 

VI.  (1.)  Alrena.  (2.)  Jennie.  (3.)  Daniel.  (4.)  Leon,  and  (3.) 
Alias,  all  deceased.  (6.)  Amandus.  (7.)  Jacob. 

VL  (3.)  Daniel  Zeigler,  son  of  Saloma  Hoppes  Zeigler,  born  Aug.  8,  died 
Mar.  4.  He  was  married  twice:  1st,  Ada  May  Mosser,  died  Aug.  17,  1905,  had 
3  children;  2nd,  to  Martha  Lindermann  Sembach,  3  sons.  Ada  May  was  of  the 
Berkhard  Mosser  family  who  had  2000  acres  of  land  where  Tamaqua  now 
stands.  He  discovered  coal  there,  mined  some  and  took  it  across  the  Blue  Moun¬ 
tains,  then  sold  it  to  blacksmiths  for  14  cents  bushel.  His  old  house  is  still 
standing  1937  in  Tamaqua,  Pa.  Ada  May’s  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Sylvester  David,  born  1896.  (2.)  Isabella  Rebecca,  born  1899. 

(3.)  Theodore  Roosevelt,  married  Ella  Markel.  Four  children. 

Martha’s  children  were: 

(4.)  Paul  Daniel.  (5.)  Charles  Lamar.  (6.)  Claude  Herman,  single  1937. 

VII.  (1.)  Sylvester  David,  married  Elsie  Mader;  one  daughter,  Edyth 
Louise. 

(2.)  Isabella  Rebecca,  married  Adam  Andrew  Zehner.  Three  children. 
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VIII.  (1.)  Richard  Franklin.  (2.)  Luther  Rolland.  (3.)  Kathryn  May. 

VII.  (3.)  Theodore  Roosevelt,  married  Ella  Markel.  Four  children. 

VIII.  (1.)  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Jr.  (2.)  Loris  Ella.  (3.)  Wilbur  Dan¬ 
iel.  (4.)  Carolyn. 

4.  Paul  Daniel,  married  Margaret  Shaw,  1937. 

5.  Charles  Lamar,  married  Beatrice  Shaw  (sisters).  One  child,  Charlene. 

i 

There  are  few  families  in  this  country  that  can  show  a  better  war  record  of 
fidelity  in  military  service  during  the  country’s  hour  of  need  than  the  Hoppes 
family  of  West  Penn  Twp.,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.  The  first  American  ancestor 
died  at  the  hands  of  the  Indians  while  defending  his  home  and  family,  and  from 
that  same  family  there  went  to  the  front  different  representatives  of  the  Hoppes 
family  during  the  different  wars  of  the  Union.  They  were  on  record  and  proven 
when  the  history  of  the  Union  and  that  of  the  Hoppes  family  approached  the 
turbulent  days  of  1861.  There  were  grown  up  sons  in  the  family  of  Solomon 
and  Magdalena  (Polly)  Hoppes,  namely:  Elias,  Daniel,  Joseph  and  Solomon. 
When  the  war  broke  out  Alias  enlisted  in  Co.  E.,  129th  Regiment,  Pa.  volun¬ 
teers.  He  was  first  under  fire  at  Bull  Run,  Aug.  30,  1862.  He  was  then  in  the 
battles  of  Antictam,  Maryland,  Sept.  17,  1862;  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Dec.  13, 
1862;  Cancellorville  May  3.  Here  he  was  wounded  and  captured.  He  enrolled 
again  in  Co.  E.,  27th  Regiment,  Pa.,  volunteers  for  the  emergency  service.  His 
father,  Solomon,  then  in  his  54th  year,  joined  the  same  company,  and  for  seven 
weeks  did  his  duty  as  bravely  as  any  soldier  in  the  army.  This  regiment  saved 
Harrisburg  from  being  captured  by  Lee's  army.  Both  were  discharged  July  24, 
1863.  Elias  went  to  war  the  third  time  when  he  enlisted  in  Co.  G.,  198th  Reg¬ 
iment,  Pa.  volunteers.  This  time  he  fought  in  the  battles  of  the  Southside  Rail¬ 
road  of  Five  Forks,  Va.,  Apr.  1,  1865;  Petersburg,  Va.,  Apr.  12,  1865;  at  the 
fall  of  Richmond,  Apr.  4,  1865;  and  was  present  at  the  surrender  of 
Lee’s  army  at  Appomattox  Court  House.  He  was  discharged  near  Washington, 
June  3,  1865  and  lived  at  Wanamaker,  Lehigh  Co.,  Pa.  His  brother  Daniel  en¬ 
listed  in  Co.  F.,  34th  Regiment  Pa.,  volunteers,  June  29,  1863.  He  was  dis¬ 
charged  Aug.  10,  1863  at  Reading  by  order  of  Gov.  Curtin.  He  lived  at  Ma- 
hanoy  City,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  and  was  a  miller.  His  brother  Joseph  was  a 
member  of  Co.  A.,  202nd  Regiment,  Pa.  volunteers.  He  was  in  and  went 
through  many  hard  skirmishes  with  old  Mosby.  He  lived  at  West  Penn,  Schuyl¬ 
kill  Co.,  Pa.,  and  was  a  farmer.  His  brother  Solomon  was  enrolled  in  Co.  F., 
34th  Regiment  Pa.  volunteers,  June  29,  1863.  He  was  discharged  Aug.  10, 
1863  at"  Reading  by  Gov.  Curtin.  He  enlisted  for  the  second  time  in  Co.  A., 
202nd  Regiment  Pa.  volunteers,  and  served  one  year.  He  lived  in  Reading  and 
was  a  bookkeeper  for  the  Reading  Iron  and  Steel  Works.  (Copied  by  Elias 
Hoppes  at  Pottsville,  county  seat  of  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.) 

IV.  (2.)  Andrew  Hoppes,  son  of  Christian,  married  Susanna  (Hetty) 
Mosser.  She  died  aged  84  y.  4  m.  5  d.~  Andrew  with  a  nephew,  Daniel,  son 
Solomon,  left  Penn  Twp.,  and  located  at  Mahanoy  City.  They  engaged  in 
flour  milling  and  the  feed  business.  Their  children  were: 

V,  (1.)  Dennis.  (2.)  William.  (3.)  Jacob.  (4.)  George;  these  four 
deceased.  (5.)  Israel.  (6.)  Grant.  (7.)  Emma.  (8.)  Sallie.  (9.)  Arlena. 
(JO.)  Angilina.  Israel  died  in  1934.  Grant  lives  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Em¬ 
ma  married  Adam  Wingert.  Sallie  married  Mr.  Brode,  and  died  in  1931.  Ar- 
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An  Inset  Chapter  In  Pictures 
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Another  Group — (Zehncrs  and  Hoppes) _  IV 
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Zehner  Homes  and  Mills _  VI 

Other  Scenes  (Homes,  Mill  and  Boy  Scout  Camp) _ VII 

More  Homes  and  Mills _ VIII 

Several  Families  Grouped _ IX 

(History  Resumed  on  Page  111) 
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CHILDREN  OF  DAVID  (SON  OF  ADAM)  ZEHNER 


f  Seated,  left  to  right :  Daniel  and  Abraham. 


Standing ,  left  to  right :  Benjamin,  John  D.,  Gideon  and  Rebecca. 
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CHILDREN  OF  SOLOMON  (SON  OF  DAVID  -ADAM)  ZEHNER 


II 


WILLIAM  AND  MARGARET  ZEHNER 
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Top :  At  marriage,  Dec.  9th,  1  858.  Inset:  4  8  years  later 
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ANOTHER  GROUP 
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ZION  CHURCH  AND  CEMETERY  AT  WEST  PENN,  PENNSYLVANIA 


1.  Gravestone  of 
Gravestone  of  Adams’, 
Penn  Township.  Pa. 


Adam  Zebner — 1  726 — and  wife,  Maria.  2.  Gravestone  of  Adam’s,  son  John.  3. 
son  David.  -4.  Where  sleeps  John  Michael  Hoppes  and  wife.  5.  Zion  Church,  West 
6.  Replica  of  Joseph  Hoppes  in  Civil  War  uniform. 


V 


ZEHNER  HOMES  AND  MILLS 
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1.  Home  ot  David  (son  Adam)  Zehner  (1816).  2.  Michael  Hoppes  Grist  Mill  at  Tamaqua.  Pa.  3. 

Will  ia  m  Creitz's  Flour  Mill,  Cambridge  City,  Ind.  4.  David  Zehner  s  Mill  at  Zehner  Station,  Tamaqua.  Pa. 
5.  Benjamin  Zehner’s  Mill  at  Sharon.  Delaware  Co.,  Ind.  6.  Mill  purchased  by  Solomon  Zehner  at  Auction. 
(1851);  later  owned  by  William,  then  Michael  E.  Zehner. 
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OTHER  SCENES 


1.  and  2.  Benjamin  Zehner’s  first  and  second  homes  in  Delaware  Co..  Ind. 
mill  at  Plymouth,  Ind.  4.  Boy  Scout  Camp  at  location  of  Dam  of  Solomon  and 
Wayne  Co.,  Ind. 


3.  William  Zehner’s  fifth 
Benjamin  Zehner’s  Mill  at 
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MORE  MILLS  AND  HOMES 
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lena  married  Calvin  E.  Ziegler,  a  brother  to  Mrs.  Daniel  Hoppes,  and  died  in 
1930.  Angilina  married  Wm.  K.  Hill.  She  died  Feb.  12,  1936  in  her  83  year 
at  the  home  of  her  son  George  Hill,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Buried  in  Evangelical 
cemetery,  Lizzard  Creek,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.  Three  daughters: 

VI.  (1.)  Mrs.  Esther  (Joseph)  Fenin,  Springfield,  Mass.  (2.)  Mrs.  Lu¬ 
la  Alexander,  Natchez,  Miss.  (3.)  Mrs.  Clara  Bomen,  Reading,  Pa. 

V.  11.  George  Hoppes,  the  youngest  of  the  family  operated  a  flour  mill 
with  his  brother  William  for  many  years.  They  were  prominent  citizens  of 
Mahanoy  City,  Pa.  They  were  active  members  of  the  Evangelical  church.  The 
most  of  their  early  ancestors  are  buried  at  New  Tripoli  church  cemetery  over  the 
Mountains  from  West  Penn  Twp.  George  married  Elizabeth  Kehler,  born 
July  29,  1872.  One  daughter,  Evelyn,  member  D.  A.  R.,  married  Laurence 
H.  Richards,  live  in  Chicago,  Ill. 

IV.  (3.)  Catharine  Hoppes,  daughter  of  Christian,  married  Hiram  Wehr. 
He  was  employed  as  a  miller  for  Andrew  and  Daniel  Hoppes.  Fie  met  an  un¬ 
timely  death  about  1875  by  getting  caught  in  the  machinery  at  the  mill.  They 
had  one  son,  Dennis,  deceased  1905. 

IV.  (4.)  Salome  Hoppes,  daughter  of  Christian,  married  Daniel  North- 
stein  of  Normal  Square.  They  had  one  daughter,  Catharine  (Kitty).  She 
married  Judge  Seidle  and  had  two  children,  Emma  and  Ira.  Emma  married  an 
attorney,  Nathan  Balliet.  He  and  Ira  are  practicing  law  at  Leighton,  Pa.  Em¬ 
ma  is  deceased. 

IV.  (6.)  Lydia  Hoppes,  daughter  of  Christian,  married  David  Hartung, 
Garrett,  Ind.  They  had  a  number  of  children,  but  I  knew  only  three  daugh¬ 
ters,  Angelina  (Hartung)  Leininger,  Akron,  Ind.;  died  about  1915;  Caroline, 
born  Feb.  16,  1847,  in  Schuylkill,  Pa.,  died  of  agina  pectoris,  July  2,  1935,  at 
the  age  of  88  y.  4  m.  1  6  d.  She  came  to  Ind.,  in  1864,  and  spent  10  years  at 
Columbus,  Miss.  She  married  Peter  Alexander  at  Burkett,  Ind.,  Feb.  19,  1871. 
He  preceeded  her  in  death  14  years.  They  lived  at  Warsaw,  Ind.,  63  years. 
There  were  eight  children:  Dennis,  Homer,  and  Matthew,  all  live  at  Belzoni, 
Miss.,  Irvin,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Hollis,  Wabash,  Ark.,  married  Katie  Hepler, 
Mahanoy,  Pa.,  Charles,  Natchez,  Miss.,  Mrs.  Alt3  Zimmerman,  Warsaw,  Ind., 
and  Mrs.  Ora  Suber,  Belzonia,  Miss.  There  are  21  grandchildren.  Caroline 
was  buried  in  Palestine  cemetery,  Warsaw,  Ind. 

V.  Salome  Hartung,  was  born  May  1,  1838,  died  July  6,  1925,  aged  87 

y.  2  m.  5  d.  She  married  David  Hauser,  born  1840,  son  Gideon,  son  Henry 
and  Molly  Zehner  Hauser,  daughter  of  John,  son  Adam  Zehner.  They  were 
married  53  years.  He  died  of  heart  disease  in  Feb.,  1915,  aged  74  y.  11m.  11 
d.  They  lived  in  Butler  Twp.,  five  miles  southeast  of  Garrett,  Ind.,  since  1862. 
They  were  buried  at  Cedar  Chapel  cemetery.  The  only  child,  Emeline,  was 
born  1863  and  married  1883  Miles  J.  Weller,  born  1861.  She  died  in  1899 
and  left  three  children:  VI.  (1.)  Artie.  ~(2.)  Frank  and  (3.)  Ralph,  born 
1897,  died  aged  6  m.  18  d.  (1.)  Artie  Weller,  was  born  1884,  married  Aaron 
Pound.  He  died  in  1934.  They  lived  on  the  David  Flauser  homestead,  and 
had  two  children.  (1.)  Bernice  Pound,  born  1914,  married  Alvin  Jones  in 
1934.  (2.)  Mary  Pound,  born  1917.  (2.)  Frank  Weller,  born  1888,  mar¬ 

ried  Clara  Sloffer  1909.  He  inherited  40  acres,  from  his  grandparents  2^2 
miles  northeast  of  the  homestead.  They  have  six  children.  (1.)  Leona,  born 


One  Hundred  Eleven 


THE  FIRST  ZEHNER-HOPPES  FAMILY  HISTORY 


1910,  married  C.  Allen  Shriel,  1931.  (2.)  Floyd,  born  1912.  (3.)  Kathryn, 

born  1914,  married  James  Worman,  1934,  and  has  one  son,  James  William, 
born  1935.  (4.)  Marian,  born  1916.  (5.)  Grace,  born  1919.  (6.)  Miles 

Weller,  Jr.,  born  1924.  They  live  near  Garrett,  Ind. 

Note.  Salome  a  2nd  and  David  Hauser,  3rd  cousin  to  my  father. 
(Christian  Hoppes  histor"  by  Minnie  (Hoppes)  Shankweiler.) 
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The  Zehners  of  Indiana 

Indiana  territory  attained  statehood  officially  Dec.  11,  1816,  when  Pres't 
Madison  signed  the  bill  passed  by  Congress  to  bring  Indiana  into  the  federation. 
The  territory  is  a  part  of  the  vast  tract  claimed  by  France  at  the  time  of  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river  by  LaSalle  in  1682,  and  held  by 
him  until  relinquished  to  England  in  1763  by  the  treaty  of  Paris.  It  was  held 
by  England  as  a  part  of  her  colonial  possessions  in  America.  In  the  year  1779 
it  came  into  the  possession  of  the  state  of  Virginia  under  whose  jurisdiction  it 
remained  until  1783  when  it  was  ceeded  by  the  old  Dominion  to  the  U.  S. 
government  by  enactment  of  the  Ordinance  of  1787  by  the  Federal  Congress 
with  the  territories  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan  and  Wisconsin. 

William  Henry  Harrison,  9th  Pres't,  U.  S.,  presided  over  the  Indiana  ter¬ 
ritory  for  more  than  23  years,  serving  in  the  army  as  secretary  of  the  territory  1st 
delegate  to  Congress.  Gov.  of  Indiana  territory  and  commander  of  the  U.  S. 
troops  in  the  N.  W.,  in  the  War  of  1812.  As  general  supervisor  over  the  In¬ 
dians  he  obtained  a  grant  of  millions  of  acres  of  land  now  part  of  Indiana  and 
Illinois.  The  battle  of  Tippecanoe  resulted  when  the  Indians  refused  white 
men  possession  of  2,500,000  acres  of  land  on  the  Wabash  river  under  the  treaty. 
Indiana  territory  was  established  in  1780  from  Ohio  territory,  1  775.  Mich¬ 
igan  territory  was  taken  from  Indiana  and  in  1809  Illinois  territory  was  estab¬ 
lished. 

WAYNE  CO.,  IND. 

“Twelve  mills  Purchase.”  The  land  was  purchased  from  the  Indians,  1809 
the  strip  was  12  miles  wide  running  straight,  north  from  the  Ohio  river.  Lands 
west  of  this  purchase  were  not  open  for  settlement  until  about  1822,  so  early 
settlement  of  Jefferson  Twp.,  was  along  the  eastern  boundry.  In  1814  close 
to  the  western  edge  of  the  12  mi.  purchase  the  Post  Office  was  established 
Feb.  3,  1829,  under  the  name  of  Nettle  Creek.  The  town  was  called  “Eliza¬ 
beth  Town”  but  the  name  was  changed  to  Hagerstown  and  was  laid  out  Mar. 
8,  1832;  the  survey  was  recorded  Nov.  15,  1832,  and  there  had  been  5  ad¬ 
ditions  up  to  the  time  of  the  Centennial  in  1932.  The  1st  store  in  1820  was 
built  of  hewn  logs;  in  1821  the  first  mill  was  built.  In  the  early  days,  Hagers¬ 
town  had  7  water  power  mills.  One  mi.  south  of  the  village,  a  carding  ma¬ 
chine  3nd  saw  mill  was  built  and  later  a  woolen  factory.  In  1821  subscription 
schools  were  established  in  the  homes.  They  were  termed  pay  schools  which 
were  organized  by  the  teacher  soliciting  the  parents  and  personally  collected 
their  pay.  In  1846,  two  schools  were  organized,  in  1848  the  building  was 
erected  at  Hagerstown.  In  1821  churches  were  formed.  The  Dunkards  were 
the  1st  religious  sect  that  organized  before  the  town  was  platted  and  the  1st 
church  built  in  1830.  In  1829  Jack  Walker,  the  1st  white  child,  was  born.  The 
growth  of  the  village  was  slow,  hardships  many,  such  as  sickness,  privations 
and  high  prices  of  store  goods.  Cotton  yarn  was  $1.00  lb.,  brown  shirting 
43%  ct.  a  yd.,  bleached  62%  ct.,  calico  50  cts.  per  yd.,  needles  12%  ct.,  set 
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powder  62J4  to  75  ct.  lb.  The  prices  of  farm  produce  was  extremely  low. 
They  had  few  oxen  for  work,  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs  were  very  scarce  except 
perhaps  cows  they  could  subsist  almost  entirely  on  mast  or  other  wild  food. 
They  were  slaughtered  in  early  winter  and  what  was  not  needed  was  salted  down 
for  use  in  hot  months. 

“Perhaps  the  construction  of  the  White  water  canal  was  one  of  the  biggest 
thrills  that  the  town  enjoyed  in  earlier  days.  The  first  survey  of  the  canal, 
according  to  one  historian,  began  at  the  mouth  of  Nettle  Creek  just  below  Hag¬ 
erstown,  but  according  to  an  act  of  1836  it  was  ‘to  begin  at  the  National 
road.'  “  The  people  of  Hagerstown  were  determined  to  have  the  canal  built  to 
their  town.  A  meeting  of  the  citizens  was  held  in  1846  and  the  Hagerstown 
Canal  Company  organized. 

“The  Dunkards  of  the  community  took  their  teams,  wagons  and  scoops 
and  labored  without  pay  along  with  hired  employees  and  in  1847  the  canal  was 
completed  from  Cincinnati  to  Hagerstown.  The  wages  hired  workmen  were 
paid  for  the  construction  of  the  canal  averaged  $18.00  a  month.  It  was  com¬ 
pleted  at  the  cost  of  $100,000.00.  At  first  twenty  or  thirty  boats  were  oper¬ 
ated  but  the  number  was  inadequate  and  was  increased  to  a  regular  fleet.  The 
boats  were  fifty  or  sixty  feet  long,  ‘about  the  shape  of  a  flatiron.’  The  boats 
were  drawn  by  horses  or  mules  hitched  tandem  fashion  on  the  towpath.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  state  law  the  ‘speed  limit'  was  4  miles  an  hour.  There  were  locks. 
They  had  ten-foot  planks  from  the  boat  to  the  shore.  Many  passengers  were 
carried  and  excursion  parties  were  popular.  The  fare  to  Cincinnati  and  return 
was  $3.00.  This  included  board  and  lodging  and  took  the  greater  part  of  a 
week.  At  times  the  weather  turned  suddenly  cold,  freezing  the  canal.  The 
boat  was  delayed  at  times  two  weeks.  The  canal  was  discontinued  in  a  short 
time.  A  flood  in  1847  carried  away  the  aqueducts  across  Symond's  Creek  and 
at  Laurel  and  damaged  the  dams.  The  loss  to  the  company  was  $100,000. 
Scarcely  had  repairs  been  finished  when  a  second  flood  came  in  1865  causing  the 
disbanding  of  the  canal.  The  property  was  sold  for  $137,348.12.  The  Big 
Four  Railroad  was  built  soon  after  on  the  tow  path  and  Hagerstown  was  made 
the  northern  terminal  Mar.  20,  1931.  The  railroad  was  discontinued  and 
tracks  were  removed  in  June,  1931.” 

*  *  *  * 

INDIANA  ZEHNERS 

We  do  not  know  who  were  the  first  of  this  family  to  settle  in  Ind.  Some 
of  the  Zehncrs  of  Windfall  were  descendents  of  Charles  Zehner,  of  Ohio,  son 
John,  son  Adam.  One  Benjamin-son-Benjamin-son-David-son-Adam,  had  a 
mill  at  Windfall. 

There  were  three  sons  of  David,  son  of  Adam,  that  settled  in  Indiana.  Sol¬ 
omon,  the  9th,  Gideon  the  13th,  and  Benjamin,  14th,  David’s  youngest  child. 
Gideon  was  the  first  to  settle;  Benjamin- the  3rd.  We  accord  this  advanced 
place  in  the  family  line  in  order  that  without  interruption  we  may  trace  the 
life  story  of  my  grandfather  Solomon  when  that  family  is  taken  in  review. 

III.  (13.)  Gideon,  married  Catharine  Turner  in  Pa.,  went  to  Ohio,  then  to 
Ind.  We  do  not  know  the  date.  Gideon  bought  property  at  East  German¬ 
town,  6  miles  southeast  of  Cambridge  City,  Wayne  Co.,  6  miles  from  Center¬ 
ville,  Ind.  His  Post  Office,  a  mill  on  the  waters  of  Greens  Fack ‘Fork  with  180 
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a.  of  land.  The  house,  a  two  story  brick  structure,  was  built  in  1825  by  the 
Crulls  and  purchased  by  Gideon  in  1840. 

In  time  Gideon’s  mill  was  in  need  of  many  repairs,  and  losing  money.  In 
1859  he  induced  his  brother  Solomon’s  son  William,  who  had  apprenticed  his 
trade  of  Gideon,  to  buy  a  half  interest  and  repair  it;  live  in  the  house  with 
them;  then  to  inherit  Gideon’s  property  at  his  death.  William’s  second  son, 
Sylvester,  was  born  in  that  house.  Later  Gideon  sold  his  half  interest  of  the 
mill. 

Today  the  house  has  TTcome  a  bit  of  a  show  place,'  and  receives  much  at¬ 
tention  from  artists  who  admire  the  surroundings  and  the  house  with  its  old 
quaint  wood  work  and  its  mantle.  It  now  has  the  scars  of  its  numerous  ten¬ 
ants  and  with  its  settings  adds  to  its  beauty  from  an  artist  view  point,  and  a 
number  of  $250.00  sketches  and  canvas’s  in  oil  have  been  made  from  it  with 
other  nearby  buildings. 

On  Gideon’s  tombstone  it  states  he  died  Mar.  19,  1874,  aged  60  y.  6  m. 
21  d.  "In  honor  of  my  generous  mate,  this  monument  is  given  by  her  whom 
thou  hast  left  on  earth.  In  trust  will  meet  in  heaven.”  She  died  2  or  3  years 
later,  has  no  marker. 

*  *  *  * 

III.  (14.)  Benjamin  Zehner,  son  of  David,  was  born  Mar.  8,  1815,  died 
June  17,  1886;  married  Hester  (Hettie)  Hoppes,  born  Dec.  15,  1812,  died 
June  12,  1903.  Both  were  born  and  married  in  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  and  died 
in  Delaware  Co.,  Ind. 

After  they  were  married  they  moved  to  Troy,  Ohio,  where  David  and  Matil¬ 
da  were  born.  They  moved  to  Wayne  Co.,  Ind.,  near  Hagerstown,  where  he 
went  into  partnership  with  his  brother,  Solomon,  who  was  more  than  nine  years 
his  senior. 

They  owned  a  farm  on  which  they  operated  a  water  power  flour  mill.  The 
dam  was  destroyed  by  a  canal.  Then  Benjamin  and  his  brother  went  to  Mar¬ 
shall  Co.,  Ind.,  where  Benjamin  bought  320  a.  of  heavy  timber  land. 

Benjamin  then  moved  to  Sharon,  Delaware  Co.,  Ind.,  along  the  Mississi- 
newa  river,  about  8  miles  northeast  of  Muncie,  there  he  prospered  and  raised  his 
family.  On  this  farm  he  had  a  water  power  flour  mill,  saw  mill  and  black¬ 
smith  shop  all  in  operation.  At  one  time  the  village  postoffice  was  housed  in 
his  mill  twenty  years.  Sharon  now  is  extinct. 

While  Benjamin  was  running  the  mill  one  hot  day  in  June,  his  honey  bees 
swarmed.  He  hurried  up  the  hill  from  the  mill  to  the  orchard  where  the  bees 
were  swarming,  and  they  began  to  sting  him.  He  sat  down  under  an  apple  tree 
and  spread  his  handkerchief  over  his  face.  When  his  wife  reached  him  he  was 
dead.  On  examination  they  found  three  bee  stings  in  the  end  of  his  nose. 

His  wife  and  two  grandchildren  continued  to  live  on  the  farm  for  a  while. 
In  later  years  she  made  her  home  with  her  children,  until  her  death, 
caused  from  a  broken  hip.  They  were  the  parents  of  9  children,  two  having 
died  in  infancy. 

IV.  (1.)  David,  born  Dec.  23,  1840,  T  roy,  O.,  died  Aug.  16,  1926, 

Globe,  Ore. 
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(2.)  Matilda,  born  Aug.  5,  1841,  Troy,  O.,  died  Mar.  16,  1928, 
Kewanee,  Ill. 

(3.)  Daniel,  born  Dec.  21,  1842,  Wayne  Co.,  died  June  19,  1899, 
Delaware  Co.,  Ind. 

(4.)  Sarah  Ann,  born  June  14,  1844,  Wayne  Co.,  died  Mar.  23, 
1916,  Delaware  Co.,  Ind. 

(5.)  Catharine,  born  July  18,  1846,  Wayne  Co.,  died  Sept.  14, 
1926,  Albany,  Ind. 

(6.)  Joseph,  born  Nov.  15,  1848,  Wayne  Co.,  died  Feb.  27,  1924, 
Albany,  Ind. 

(7.)  Benjamin,  born  Oct.  20,  1850,  Wayne  Co.,  died  Nov.  28, 
1886,  Windfall,  Ind. 

They  also  raised  three  grandsons,  children  of  their  son  Daniel  and  his  first 
wife,  Orr  Monroe,  Benjamin  Joshua,  and  Eli  Adolphus. 

IV.  (1.)  David  Zehner,  was  twice  married,  1st,  to  Caroline  Hershbarger, 
near  Sligo,  Marshall  Co.,  Ind.;  five  children;  2nd  marriage,  1884,  Mrs.  Mar- 
garette  Adeline  Howell,  widow  of  Wm.  Howell;  she  died  June  20,  1927;  five 
children. 

David  had  talent  for  drawing.  He  studied  for  the  ministry  at  the  Lutheran 
college,  Columbus,  O.,  which  he  did  not  complete.  Later  he  apprenticed  the 
milling  trade  with  his  cousin  William  Zehner,  Sligo,  where  he  met  and  married 
his  first  wife.  They  lived  on  his  father’s  farm,  two  miles  west  of  Tippecanoe, 
Ind.,  where  five  children  were  born.  Then  his  wife  died.  He  then  married  the 
widow,  and  to  them  were  born  five  children.  The  first  were  twins.  In  1888 
they  moved  to  Washington.  The  Nickleplate  Railroad  passed  their  farm.  The 
train  .stopped  at  the  country  road  where  they  loaded  their  goods.  The  country 
school  was  dismissed  so  all  could  see  them  off.  In  Washington  the  family  was 
much  disappointed  and  dissatisfied  with  the  country  and  climate,  so  they  went 
to  Eugene,  Ore.,  in  1889,  where  two  children  were  born.  He  bought  80  a. 
of  land;  2  a.  having  been  cleared  and  set  to  orchard,  the  balance  was  grub  oak. 
It  was  hard  to  make  a  living  for  their  large  family.  In  1901  he  sold  40  a.  and 
cleared  the  balance.  During  this  time  he  proved  upon  a  homestead  1 2  miles 
west  of  Eugene.  He  sold  both  properties  and  bought  44  a.  which  lay  l/2  mile 
west  of  his  first  80  a.  A  little  later  he  bought  the  80  a.  joining,  which  gave 
him  124  a.  He  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  religious  work.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  he  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  God.  They  lived  with  their  chil¬ 
dren  the  last  six  years  of  his  life.  He  visited  in  Ind.,  and  Wis.,  in  1920.  He 
died  of  cancer  of  the  stomach  at  Globe,  Ore.  His  wife  died  ten  months  and 
four  days  later  at  Springfield,  Ore.  They  were  buried  at  Eugene.  Caroline’s 
children  were: 

V.  (1.)  Ida.  (2.)  Amanda.  (3.)  Amon.  (4.)  Sarah  Ann.  (5.) 
Neoma.  All  were  born  west  of  Tippecanoe,  Ind.  By  his  second  wife,  Margar¬ 
et:  (6.)  Twin,  David  Luther,  Jr.,  born  Feb.  10,  1886,  Tippecanoe.  (7.) 
Twin,  Joseph  Loy,  born  same.  (8.)  Charles  Oliver,  born  May  10,  1887, 
Tippecanoe,  Ind.  (9.)  Daniel  Abraham,  born  July  2,  1889,  Eugene,  Ore. 
(10.)  Ruth  Hester,  born  Feb.  2,  1900,  Eugene,  Ore. 


One  Hundred  Sixteen 


. 


THE  ZEHNERS  OF  INDIANA 


V.  (1.)  Ida  Zehner,  married  Frank  Welter;  both  lived  and  died  near 
Globe,  Ore.;  ten  children. 

VI.  (1.)  Nickolus  David.  (2.)  Frank.  (3.)  Rude.  (4.)  Isabelle.  (5.) 
Paul.  (6.)  Mamie.  (7.)  Charles.  (8.)  Margaret.  (9.)  Henry.  (10.) 
George. 

VI.  (1.)  Nickolus  David  Welter;  logger;  married,  lives  near  Globe,  Ore.; 
3  children. 

VII.  (2.)  Frank;  logger;  married,  lives  at  St.  Helens,  Ore.;  3  children: 

VIII.  (3.)  Rude,  single,  at  home;  logger  or  mill  worker,  Globe,  Ore. 

(4.)  Isabelle,  married  Clyde  Hefllin;  farmer  of  Cannonsberg,  Ky.  He 
died,  leaving  her  to  raise  a  family  of  five  children.  (5.)  Paul  Welter;  dairy¬ 
man,  married  and  has  five  children,  Globe,  Ore.;  (6.)  Mamie  Welter,  married 
King;  live  at  Globe,  Ore.,  seven  children.  (7.)  Charles  Welter;  electric  crane 
operator  at  Globe;  married  and  has  twin  daughter  and  a  son.  (8.)  Margaret 
Welter,  a  school  teacher  at  Camas,  Wash.  (9.)  Henry,  died.  (10.)  George 
Welter,  a  school  teacher;  married,  has  one  child,  lives  near  Globe,  Ore. 

V.  (2.)  Amanda  Zehner,  married  Emil  Gershbach,  farmer  near  Eugene, 
Ore.  He  died  leaving  2  children: 

VI.  (1.)  Willetta,  married  Ellis  Law;  live  at  Port  Angeles,  Wash.  Two 
children. 

VII.  (1.)  Winona.  (2.)  Veneta. 

(2.)  Dewey  Gershbach,  married  and  lives  on  a  farm  with  his  mother, 
Three  children. 

VII.  (1.)  Clifford.  (2.)  Donald.  (3.)  Reta  Mae. 

V.  (3.)  Amon  Zehner,  single,  was  found  burned  to  death  at  his  work. 
Buried  at  Eugene,  Ore. 

V.  (4.)  Sarah  Ann  Zehner,  married  Wm.  F.  Fisher;  live  on  farm  near 
Crow  Stage,  Ore.  Six  children. 

VI.  (1.)  Clarence,  married,  has  one  son.  (2.)  Thomas,  married,  has  two 
children.  (3.)  Ray,  married,  has  one  daughter.  (4.)  Earl,  married,  has  one 
daughter.  (5.)  Ina,  married,  has  one  child.  (6.)  Floyd  at  home. 

V.  (5.)  Neoma  Zehner,  married  Mr.  Duffey,  a  match  maker;  lived  at 
Portland,  Ore.  She  died  at  the  home  of  her  sister,  Ida  Welter.  One  daughter, 
Grace,  married  Mr.  Kocppee;  lives  at  Eugene,  Ore.  Two  children. 

V.  (6.)  Twin  David  Luther,  Jr.,  went  west  with  his  parents;  married 
and  lives  on  a  farm  near  Sebeca,  Minn.;  six  children. 

V.  (7.)  Twin  Joseph  Loy  Zehner,  went  with  his  parents  to  Washington, 
then  Eugene,  Ore.  He  has  always  lived  in  the  country  and  got  most  of  his  ed¬ 
ucation  by  experience.  The  first  wages  he  earned  was  working  on  a  hay  baler 
at  $.50  a  day.  At  16  years  of  age  he  went  to  the  logging  camp  at  Mending, 
Ore.,  and  worked  off  and  on  seven  years  in  the  woods.  In  1909  he  went  to 
Alberta,  Can.,  and  filed  on  a  homestead  and  pre-emption  of  320  a.,  140  miles 
northeast  of  Calgary  at  Hanna,  Can.,  and  lived  on  the  land  ’till  1916.  Then 
he  rented  the  farm  and  leased  a  coal  mine  there.  He  married  Jan.  4,  1917,  and 
lived  in  a  one  room  shack  there  until  Dec.,  1920.  He  sold  the  mine  and  went 
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to  Ore.,  to  the  McKenzie  valley,  a  tributary  of  Williamette  river,  where  he 
bought  20  a.  The  best  river  bottom  land  he  set  to  17  a.  of  Filberts,  1756 
trees,  8  English  walnut  trees  and  some  fruit  and  alfalfa.  He  married  Cleta 
Bell  Overton,  born  Sept.  17,  1894,  at  Beason,  Ill.  They  live  at  Springfield, 
Ore.,  R.  2.  Four  children. 

VI.  (1.)  Greta  May,  born  Oct.  15,  1917,  Hanna,  Alta.,  Can.,  married 
Mar.  16,  1937.  (2.)  Eldan  Rose,  at  Vancouver,  Wash.  (3.)  Gladys  Esther, 

born  July  6,  1921,  Springfield,  Ore.  (4.)  Robert  Daniel,  born  Nov.  6,  1928, 
Springfield,  Ore. 

V.  (8.)  Charles  Oliver  Zehner,  went  with  his  parents  to  Washington,  then 
to  Eugene,  Ore.;  married,  has  three  children,  1937. 

V.  (9.)  Daniel  Abraham  Zehner.  a  farmer,  married  June  26,  1910,  to 
Exie  Ethel  Maurae,  born  Dec.  22,  1889  at  Chase,  Neb.  Six  children  live  in 
Wash.  Mail  delivered  Springfield,  Ore.,  R.  2. 

VI.  (1.)  Robert  Milton,  born  Apr.  13,  1911,  Eugene,  Ore.,  died  June  10. 
1927,  Dallas,  Ore. 

(2.)  Helen  Louise,  born  Mar.  27,  1913,  Eugene,  Ore.,  married  June  27, 
1931,  to  France  Wright,  two  children. 

VII.  (1.)  Gerald  Keith.  (2.)  Cary  Milton. 

(3.)  Carl  Emory,  born  Jan.  26,  1915,  Eugene,  Ore.,  entered  Navy  June  18, 
1935. 

(4.)  Marian  Faye,  born  Aug.  8,  1917,  Eugene,  Ore.,  married  Oct.  9,  1935 
to  John  Graham. 

(5.)  Margaret  Lucille,  born  Apr.  18,  1919,  Eugene,  Ore. 

(6.)  Cathryn  Ellen,  born  Mar.  20,  1921,  Eugene,  Ore. 

V.  (10.)  Ruth  Hester  Zehner,  married  Feb.  4,  1912,  Oliver  Frank  Ander¬ 
son,  a  planer  in  planing  mill.  Six  children. 

VI.  (1.)  Dean  Frank,  born  Jan.  14,  1914,  Eugene,  Ore.,  married  Thelma 

M.  Baker.  One  son.  (2.)  Glenn  Raymond,  born  May  26,  1918.  (3.)  Betty 

Ruth,  born  Sept.  17,  1923,  Eugene,  Ore.  (4.)  Margaret  Brazelia,  born  Apr. 
23,  1924,  Springfield,  Ore.  (5.  &  6.)  Twins:  Mayette  Marnel  and  David 
William,  born  Sept.  19,  1932,  at  New  Port,  Ore. —  (By  Joseph  L.  Zehner.) 

IV.  (2.)  Matilda  Zehner,  daughter  Benjamin,  went  with  her  parents  from 
Troy,  O.,  to  Wayne  Co.,  Ind.,  in  1842;  to  Delaware  Co.,  Ind.,  in  1851.  She 
married  Samuel  Russell.  They  lived  on  a  farm  near  Kewanee,  Ill.  In  later 
years  they  lived  in  Kewanee  where  they  died.  Six  children. 

V.  (1,  2  &  3.),  died  when  quite  young.  (4.)  John  Benjamin,  born  Feb. 

25,  1860,  died  Jan.  25,  1930.  (5.)  Frank  H.,  born  Sept.  28,  1870,  died  Nov. 

2,  1905.  (6.)  Eva  May,  born  May  19,  1880. 

V.  (4.)  John  Benjamin  Russell  is  a  teacher  and  Supt.  of  schools  at  Wheat¬ 
on,  Ill.;  married  Isabel  Gunn.  Two  children. 

VI.  (1.)  Edna  L.,  born  Sept.  21,  1886,  died  Oct.  1,  1932.  (2.)  Everett 

Carleton,  born  Aug.  7,  1889;  a  teacher,  married  Gladys  Purser. 

VII.  (1.)  Robert  Carleton,  born  Dec.  9,  1924.  (2.)  Barbara  Helen, 

born  Aug.  2,  1927.  Live  in  Pontiac,  Mich. 
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V.  (5.)  Frank  H.  Russell  was  a  physician  and  surgeon;  single. 

V.  (6.)  Eva  May  Russell  was  a  teacher;  married  James  H.  Andrews,  an 
attorney.  They  live  in  Kewanee,  Ill.,  and  have  five  children. 

VI.  (1.)  Harper,  born  Dec.  13,  1907,  was  an  attorney  at  Kewanee;  mar¬ 
ried  Alice  Griffith.  One  child,  James  Harper  Andrews,  born  May  18,  1933. 

(2.)  Frances  E.,  born  Jan  14,  1910;  married  Rev.  John  B.  Forsyth; 
Faust,  N.  Y.  (3.)  James  Campbell,  born  Aug.  21,  1915.  (4.)  Jean  Matilda, 

born  Sept.  16,  1919.  (5.)  John  Stanley,  born  Sept.  9,  1924. 

*  *  *  * 

IV.  (3.)  Daniel  Zehner,  son  Benjamin,  was  a  farmer  and  miller;  twice 
married;  1st,  Sarah  Bantz,  near  Albany,  Ind.,  2nd,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gabriel. 
Daniel  and  Sarah  lived  on  his  father's  farm  in  Marshall  Co.,  Ind.,  'till  her  death 
at  the  age  of  23  years.  There  were  three  sons.  Daniel's  parents  raised  the 
boys.  Later  Daniel  married  his  second  wife.  To  them  nine  children  were 
born.  The  first  two  were  born  in  Marshall  Co.,  Ind.  Then  Daniel  decided 
to  go  west,  where  money  grew  on  money  trees  and  honey  grew  on  honey  trees. 
He  fitted  up  a  schooner  and  started  in  1877.  He  drove  a  mule  team  to  Minn., 
and  stayed  there  that  summer.  In  the  fall  he  returned  and  lived  on  his  cousin 
William  Zehncr's  farm,  1 1  miles  northeast  of  Peru,  Chili,  Ind.,  then  to  Wolf 
Creek,  Ind. 
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In  1880  they  drove  to  Nebraska  plains.  The  prairie  dogs,  rattle  snakes 
and  rabbits  roamed  buffalo  trails.  Returning  to  Indiana  in  the  fall  of  1880 
they  were  snowed  in  near  Charleston,  Ill.  Daniel  went  the  next  day  to  a  friend 
at  Marshall,  Ill.;  rented  a  house  and  lived  there  four  years.  In  the  fall  of  1884 
they  went  to  Kan.  He  worked  for  a  coal  company  that  winter.  In  the  spring 
they  went  on  a  farm  near  Topeka  and  lived  there  five  years.  When  the  end 
of  the  rainbow  seemed  to  be  in  the  flint  hills  of  Mo.,  Daniel  went  there,  in  the 
heart  of  the  lead  mining  district.  Here  he  settled  on  a  farm  his  father  helped 
him  buy.  He  lived  there  a  year,  became  dissatisfied  and  moved  back  to  Kan., 
not  knowing  how  valuable  his  farm  was.  It  was  in  the  center  of  the  most 
valuable  lead  mines  in  Mo.  He  had  traded  for  land  in  the  Cherokee  Nation  of 
Indian  Territory,  now  Oklahoma.  When  he  arrived  there  he  found  a  squatter 
had  taken  possession.  They  then  settled  on  the  southern  line  of  Kan.,  and 
Indian  Territory,  thirty  miles  east  of  Coffeevillc,  Kan.  Daniel  was  doing  well 
and  his  family  liked  it  there.  His  father  died  in  Ind.,  in  1886.  Then  he 
wanted  to  go  back  and  run  the  mill  at  Sharon,  Ind.  In  the  fall  of  1892  he  re¬ 
turned  to  get  the  mill  in  running  order.  “Indiana  was  good  enough  for  him.” 
The  family  started  their  return  June  19  overland  and  arrived  at  Sharon  July 
25,  1893.  He  ran  the  mill  and  farmed  the  homestead  7  years.' He  died  in  1899. 
Elizabeth  and  Daniel  are  buried  in  Albany,  Ind. —  (By  Lyman  Zehner.) 

Sarah’s  children  were: 

V.  (1.)  Ora  Monroe.  (2.)  Benjamin  Joshua.  (3.)  Eli  Adolphus. 
Elizabeth’s  children;  (4.)  Lyman.  (5.)  Pearl.  (6.)  William.  (7.)  James. 
(8.)  George.  (9.)  Estella  Hester.  (10.)  Peter.  (11.)  Bert,  twin.  (12.) 
Infant,  died. 

V.  (1.)  Ora  Monroe  Zehner  is  a  farmer  and  bridge  builder;  lives  near 
Birmingham,  Ala.  One  son,  Arthur. 
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V.  (2.)  Benjamin  Joshua  Zehner,  born  June  5,  1867,  two  miles  west  of 
Tippecanoe.  He  is  a  farmer  and  broom  maker.  His  first  wife  was  Amy  Ellen 
DeHaven,  born  Aug.  26,  1872;  died  leaving  three  children.  He  married  Mrs. 
Clara  E.  Meeks,  born  May  21,  1872,  in  the  west. 

VI.  (1.)  Frances  Fru  Zchner,  born  Aug.  16,  1902,  married  Fredrick 
Fifcr,  and  died,  leaving  two  children,  adopted  by  her  father. 

VII.  (1.)  Clara  Kathelen  Fifer  Zehner,  born  Aug.  17,  1920.  (2.)  Wil¬ 

bur  Benjamin  Fifer  Zehner,  born  Aug.  28,  1924. 

(2.)  Martha  Wilma,  born  June  1  1,  1 906,  married  Raymond  Fisher.  One 

son. 

VII.  1.  Thomas  LeRoy  Fisher,  born  Jan.  29,  1936,  Albany,  Ind. 

3.  Wilbur  Benjamin,  born  May  20,  1908,  farmer,  single  in  1937. 

V.  (3.)  Eli  Adolphus  Zehner,  son  Daniel,  married  Lula  Bartlett  of  near 
Selma,  Ind.  They  lived  in  Albany,  Ind.,  then  moved  to  Alabama  and  she  died 
there.  Eleven  children. 

VI.  (1.)  Lelia,  born  Albany.  (2.)  Mark,  born  Albany.  (3.)  Floyd, 
born  Albany.  (4.)  Clifford,  born  Albany.  (5.)  Catherine,  born  Albany. 
(6.)  Keith,  born  Albany.  (7.)  Verne,  born  Albany.  (8.)  Roger,  born 
Bloomington,  Ind.  (9.)  Mary,  born  Bloomington.  (10.)  Anna,  born  Ala¬ 
bama.  (11.)  Charles,  born  Alabama. 

VI.  (1.)  Lelia  Zehner,  married  Lyman  Truman,  salesman.  Four  children. 

VII.  (1.)  Leon.  (2.)  Clara.  (3.)  Hubert.  (4.)  James. 

2.  Mark  Zchner,  carpenter,  married  Hattie  Clark.  Four  children:  VII. 
(1.)  John.  (2.)  Mark,  Jr.  (3.)  Mildred.  (4.)  Dorothy. 

3.  Floyd  Zehner,  tool  maker,  married  Irene  Sanderfus.  He  died  June  19, 
1937. 

VII.  (1.)  Robert,  married  Mildred  Woycke. 

4.  Clifford  Zehner,  born  Mar.  9,  1900,  farmer,  married  Laura  Grubbs. 
One  daughter,  VII.  (1.)  Evelyn  Zchner. 

5.  Catherine  Zehner,  married  Roy  Grubbs,  farmer. 

6.  Keith  Zchner,  carpenter,  married  Lillie  Coker,  two  children:  VII.  (1.) 
Louise.  (2.)  Margaret. 

7.  Verna  Zehner,  born  June  30,  1903,  carpenter,  married  Fannie  Evans. 
Two  children:  VIII.  (1.)  Carl.  (2.)  Alfred. 

8.  Roger  Zehner,  born  Mar.  23,  1907,  tool  maker,  married  Ethel  Smith, 
Anderson,  Ind. 

9.  Mary  Zehner.  born  June  12,  1908,  married  David  Harris,  carpenter. 
Two  children:  VII.  (1.)  David.  (2.)  Frances. 

10.  Anna  Zehner,  born  Jan.  30,  1912,  married  James  Gore,  clerk.  One 
son,  James. 

1 1.  Charles  Zehner,  born  Mar.  28,  1914,  Store  Mgr.,  married  Inez  Bailey. 
One  daughter : VII.  Ann  Zehner. 

V.  (4.)  Lyman  D.  Zehner.  son  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth,  born  1875  in 
Marshall  Co.,  Ind.  He  made  the  trips  west  with  his  parents  and  returned  July 
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25,  1893.  He  is  a  farmer  at  Poneto,  Ind.,  married  1899  Daisy  Reynard.  They 
had  one  daughter  who  died  in  1923,  and  two  sons. 

VI.  (1.)  Lester  D.,  married  1921,  Jennie  Zimmerman.  Three  children: 
VII.  (1.)  Lyman,  Jr.  (2.)  May.  (3.)  Mandus. 

2.  Gerald,  married  1933  Fay  Hiser;  one  son,  Jack  Lee. 

V.  (5.)  Pearl  Zehner,  married  Walter  Pixley,  live  in  Illinois.  Five  children. 

V.  (6.)  William  Zehner,  married  Pearl  Reasoner  of  Sharon;  lived  on  farm 
near  Albany,  Ind.  He  died  of  influenza.  Six  children. 

VI.  (1.)  Paul,  married  and  lives  near  Keyston,  Ind.  One  child. 

(2.)  Crystal,  married  Mr.  Saffers;  live  at  Albany,  Ind.  Two  children. 
(3.)  William,  single,  lives  at  Albany. 

(4.)  James,  Jr.,  married  and  lives  at  Albany.  One  child. 

(5.)  Margaret,  married  and  has  three  children. 

(6.)  Ella,  lives  at  home. 

V.  (7.)  James  Zehner,  married  Ada  Robinson.  He  is  a  butcher  at  Muncie, 

Ind. 

V.  (8.)  George  Zehner,  married  Wcltha  Peterson  of  Delaware,  Ind.,  live 
at  Veneta,  Ore.,  he  died  of  heart  attack  Jan.,  1938.  Two  children. 

V.  (9.)  Estella  Hester  Zehner,  died  at  the  age  of  18  years. 

V.  (10.)  Peter  Melvin  Zehner,  married  Miss  Reynard,  sister  of  Daisy 
Reynard  Zehner.  They  live  on  a  farm  near  Keyston,  Ind. 

V.  (11.)  Twin  Bert  Zehner,  married  and  lived  at  Keyston;  died  in  the 
hospital  at  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.  Left  a  wife  and  three  children. 

IV.  (4.)  Sarah  Ann  Zehner,  daughter  Benjamin,  born  June  14,  1844, 
Wayne  Co.,  Ind.,  died  Mar.  23,  1916;  went  with  her  parents  to  Delaware  Co., 
in  1851;  married  1861  George  A.  Stafford,  a  teacher,  farmer  and  stockman. 
He  died  Sept.  1,  1911.  Four  children. 

V.  (1.)  David  Ralph,  born  July  5,  1867,  died  Feb.  9,  1898,  single.  (2.) 
Cyrus  James,  born  July  3,  1869.  (3.)  Emma  Catherine,  born  Nov.  3,  1870. 
(4.)'  Roy  Joseph,  born  Apr.  4,  1881. 

V-  (2.)  Cyrus  James  Stafford  lives  on  a  farm  near  New  Albany,  Ind.; 
prominent  as  a  farmer  and  a  good  neighbor.  He  removed  from  Sharon,  then 
rebuilt  his  grandfather,  Benjamin  Zehner’s  mill  in  its  original  form  and  added 
a  silo  at  each  front  corner,  and  surrounded  it  with  modern  sheds.  He  married 
in  1892  Cora  E.  Marqucll.  Four  children. 

VI.  (1.)  Ethel  Augusta,  born  Aug.  8,  1894.  (2.)  Cloid  Cleota,  born 

Apr.  5,  1898.  (3.)  Erven  Ellsworth,  born  Nov.  8,  1899.  (4.)  Lottie  May, 

horn  May  26,  1903. 

VI.  (1.)  Ethel  Augusta  Stafford,  married  1916  Wayne  Campbell,  farmer, 
Delaware  Co.,  Ind.  Six  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Carol  Edna,  born  Feb.  25,  1919.  (2.)  Carl  Edwin,  born 

Feb.  20,  1920.  (3.)  Sarah  Lou,  born  May  2,  1923.  (4.)  Harold  Dean,  born 

Dec.  15,  1925.  (5.)  Paul  James,  born  Feb.  13,  1928.  (6.)  William  Earl, 

born  July  9,  1932. 
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VI.  (2.)  Cloid  Cleota  Stafford,  married  1916  Melly  Meeker,  farmer,  Del¬ 
aware  Co.,  Ind.  Two  sons. 

VII.  (1.)  Cloid,  Jr.,  born  Oct.  30,  1 9  1  7,  married  1 937  to  Opal  Huffman. 
(2.)  George  Cyrus,  born  Nov.  12,  1920. 

VI.  (3.)  Erven  Ellsworth  Stafford,  married  1st,  1918  Bessie  Selvy.  One 
daughter.  VII.  (1.)  Lillie  Elizabeth,  born  Nov.  20,  1918.  His  2nd  wife 
was  Delphia  Matz.  Three  children: 

VII.  (2.)  John  Edwin,  born  Dec.  14,  1924.  (3.)  Wanda  Louise,  born 

Sept.  3,  1930.  (4.)  Donibell,  born  July  6,  1932. 

VI.  (4.)  Lottie  May  Stafford,  married  1920  Fredrick  Whitchair,  farmer, 
Delaware  Co. 

VII.  (1.)  Winona  Christine,  born  May  7,  1921.  (2.)  Don  Leon,  born 

July  30,  1922.  (3.)  Madona  Marie,  born  Jan.  12,  1928.  (4.)  Betty*  June, 

born  June  7,  1933. 

V.  (3.)  Emma  Catherine  Stafford,  married  1893  Noah  Brammer,  farmer 
and  livestock  dealer  in  Delaware  Co.  One  son: 

VI.  (1.)  Laurence  Stafford  Brammer,  born  Dec.  3,  1896,  married  1916 
Minnie  L.  Cox.  He  is  a  farmer  and  stock  feeder  at  the  homestead,  Delaware 
Co.  One  child. 

VII.  (1.)  Charlotte  Louise,  born  Jan.  30,  1917,  married  1936  Denzil 
Moore,  farmer,  Delaware  Co.  One  son:  VIII.  (1.)  James  Lee  Moore,  born 
Aug.  6,  1937. 

V.  (4.)  Roy  Joseph  Stafford  is  a  farmer,  mechanical  genius  and  devotes 
much  of  his  time  to  this  pursuit;  twice  married,  1st,  1904  Ethel  M.  Smith, 
died  Oct.  27,  1921.  Five  children;  2nd,  1926,  Ethel  Farrell,  one  son: 

VI.  (1.)  Edith  Lucille,  born  Jan.  16,  1907.  (2.)  Mary  Lydia,  born 

Aug.  8,  1911.  (3.)  Sarah  Ruth,  born  Jan.  2,  1914.  (4.)  George  Dent,  born 

Aug.  12,  1916.  (5.)  Howard  Eugene,  born  Apr.  6,  1921.  (6.)  Ethel’s  son, 

Robert,  born  Oct.  9,  1927. 

VI.  (1.)  Edith  Lucille  Stafford,  married  1928  Jesse  Strong,  farmer.  Two 
children: 

VII.  (1.)  Bonnie  Lou,  born  Apr.  22,  1930.  (2.)  James  Lee,  born  Feb. 

3.  1932. 

VI.  (2.)  Mary  Lydia  Stafford,  married  1931,  Henry  H.  Robbins,  mech¬ 
anical  draftsman.  One  daughter.  VII.  (1.)  Norma  Kay,  born  Sept.  20,  1937. 

VI.  (3.)  Sarah  Ruth  Stafford,  married  1933  Herbert  Arnald,  farmer, 

Delaware  Co.  VII.  (1.)  Jane  Ellen,  born  July  30,  1935. 

VI.  (4.)  George  Dent  Stafford,  married  1933.  Iris  L.  Saygart.  One  son. 
VII.  (1.)  Jack  Edwin,  born  Sept.  13,. 1936. 

IV.  (5.)  Catherine  Zehner,  daughter  Benjamin,  born  July  18,  1846. 
Wayne  Co.,  died  Sept.  14,  1926;  married  David  Michael,  farmer  of  near  Al¬ 
bany,  died  Jan.  31,  1922.  Three  children:  V.  (1.)  Samuel,  (2.)  Hester 
Ann.  (3.)  Walter  Joseph. 

V.  (1.)  Samuel  Michael,  farmer,  married  Nellie  Simmons;  lives  near  Al¬ 
bany.  Seven  children. 
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VI.  (-1.)  Donald,  married;  one  child.  (2.)  Catherine,  married.  (3.) 
David,  married.  (4.)  Virginia,  married.  (5.)  Mary,  married;  one  son.  (6.) 
Robert,  at  home,  and  (7.)  Francis,  at  home. 

V.  (2.)  Hester  Ann  Michael,  married  John  DeHaven,  farmer  near  Albany. 
Three  children:  VI.  (1.)  Ercie,  married.  (2.)  Hildreth.  (3.)  Arsula. 

V.  (3.)  Walter  Joseph  Michael,  married  Hazel  Bartlett,  lives  on  home 
farm  near  Albany  and  has  a  saw  mill.  Three  sons;  VI.  (1.)  Roderick,  mar¬ 
ried.  (2.)  Albert.  (3.)  Dale. 

IV.  (6.)  Joseph  Zehner,  son  of  Benjamin,  was  named  Josiah.  He  did  not 
like  the  name  and  changed  it  to  Joseph.  He  was  a  miller,  farmer,  plumber,  and 
had  a  planing  mill  and  feed  mill  at  Dunkirk,  Ind.  Later  he  became  interested 
in  the  gas  business.  After  disposing  of  his  interests  he  moved  to  a  farm,  near 
Albany,  Ind.  He  married  Emma  Michael,  Albany;  she  died  Mar.  14,  1922. 
Members  of  Congregational  Church,  both  are  buried  at  Albany.  Six  children. 

V.  (1.)  Ella  May.  (2.)  Laura  Myrtle.  (3.)  Cloe  Ethel.  (4.)  Lena 
Catharine.  (3.)  Bertha  Isel.  (6.)  Joseph  Palmer. 

V.  (1.)  Ella  May  Zehner,  born  May  18,  1871,  Osceola,  Ill.,  married 
Feb.  14,  1900  Orville  Elmer  Hickman  at  Dunkirk,  Ind.  They  first  went  to 
Marion,  Ind.,  then  to  farm  near  Redkey,  Ind.  Three  children. 

VI.  (1.)  Lowell  Herbst,  born  Feb.  10,  1901,  Marion,  Ind.  (2.)  Cedric 
Allen,  born  June  2,  1903,  Marion,  Ind.,  married  Aug.  10,  1929  Orda  Starr. 

VII.  (1.)  Verlin  James,  born  Apr.  10,  1930,  Dunkirk,  Ind.  (2.)  Lorna 
Darline,  born  May  22,  1933,  Dunkirk,  Ind. 

(3.)  Ruth  Zehner  Hickman,  born  Nov.  28,  1905,  Marion,  married  Apr. 
25,  1925,  Ermile  Sanders,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.  Three  children; 

VII.  (1.)  Mary  Ellen,  born  Oct.  4,  1926,  Ft.  Wayne.  (2.)  Donald  Ed¬ 
ward,  born  Nov.  22,  1935.  (3.)  Robert  Joseph,  born  Mar.  5,  1936. 

V.  (2.)  Laura  Myrtle  Zehner,  born  1874,  Delaware  Co.,  Ind.,  married,  1st, 
Mar.  7,  1893  John  Comm,  a  glass  blower.  He  was  struck  by  a  train  and  died 
Jan.  24,  1895,  leaving  a  four  months  old  daughter;  2nd,  Obed  Palmer  Nute, 
Dec.  20,  1899.  He  has  a  cabinet  shop  in  Muncie.  One  son. 

VI.  (1.)  Clara  Isel  Comm,  married  Fredrick  P.  Stradling;  live  at  Koko¬ 
mo,  Ind. 

(2.)  Joseph  Palmer  Nute,  married  and  has  one  daughter,  Betty  Marie. 
Her  mother  died  and  Joseph’s  half  sister  Clara,  raised  her.  Joseph  then  married 
Dorothy  Comley  of  Muncie.  They  have  one  son,  Charles  Vernon. 

V.  (3.)  Chloe  Ethel  Zehner,  born  1876  at  Dunkirk,  married  Bert  Nuck- 
ols,  of  Dayton,  O.,  a  telephone  lineman,  lived  at  Washington  Court  House, 
Wilmington,  and  Jackson,  O. 

V.  (4.)  Lena  Catharine  Zehner,  born  1881,  Delaware  Co.,  married  Lloyd 
Myers  and  live  on  a  farm  near  Tcnino,  Wash. 

V.  (5.)  Bertha  Isel  Zehner,  born  1884,  Delaware  Co.,  married  Dr.  James 
A.  Nuckols,  Chiropractor  (brother  to  Bert)  ,  live  at  Washington  Court  House, 
O. 

V.  (6.)  Joseph  Palmer  Zehner,  born  1891,  Dunkirk,  is  a  city  fireman  of 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  a  widower. 
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IV.  (7.)  Benjamin  Zehner,  son  of  Benjamin,  born  in  Wayne  Co.,  Ind., 
Oct.  20,  1850,  died  Nov.  28,  1886,  married  Mary  Beall  of  near  Muncie;  a 
miller,  and  owned  a  mill  at  Windfall,  Ind.  Two  children:  Leona,  died  in 
infancy  and  John  Elliott,  married  and  lives  at  Muncie,  Ind. 
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Solomon  Zehner — 1805 — The  Pioneer 
(Son  David- Adam — 1726) 

SOLOMON  ZEHNER,  (111.  9.),  was  born  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.;  in  1832 
moved  to  Columbia  Co.,  Pa.;  in  1842  to  Wayne  Co.,  Ind.,  in  1851  to 
Marshall  Co.,  Ind.  He  was  born  Oct.  1  1,  1805,  died  Aug.  31,  1852; 
married  Apr.  5,  1829  to  Saloma  Hoppes,  born  Mar.  29,  1809,  died  Nov.  6, 
1879.  Her  baptismal  certificate  has  a  border  of  embossed  hand  painted  colored 
flowers  and  is  written  in  German.  It  reads;  “To  these  two  parents,  Michael 
Habbcs  and  his  wife  Magdalena,  Nee  Kistlcrin,  was  born  a  daughter,  named 
Saloma  Habbes  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1809,  the  29th  day  of  March  at  1 1 
o’clock  at  night. 

This  Saloma  Habbes  was  born  and  baptized  in  America,  in  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  Northampton  county  and  in  West  Penn  Twp. 

Above  named  Saloma  Habbes  was  Baptised  the  16th  day  of  April,  1809, 
by  the  Rev.  Daniel  Schoefer,  Lutheran  Minister.  Baptismal  witnesses  were 
Christian  Habbes  and  his  wife  Saloma.  “Solomon  and  Saloma  were  born  and 
married  in  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.  Their  grandfathers  served  in  the  Continental 
army,  and  their  fathers  served  in  the  Militia  between  the  Revolutionary  War 
and  the  War  of  1812.  Both  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  father  was  a 
Capt.  in  the  War  of  1812.  They  were  millers  by  trade.  To  this  union  were 
born  seven  sons  and  two  daughters.  The  two  eldest  sons,  David  and  William 
were  born  in  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.  In  1832  they  moved  to  Columbia  Co.,  on 
a  farm  and  had  a  mill.  He  carried  his  money  in  the  barrel  of  his  gun.  In 
Columbia  Co.,  were  born  Michael,  Elizabeth,  John  and  Abraham.  In  Wayne 
Co.,  Ind.,  were  born  Catharine,  Solomon  and  Gideon.  As  Elizabeth  had  all 
brothers,  she  was  delighted  to  have  a  sister,  but  it  was  a  short  happiness.  Cath¬ 
arine  was  born  Feb.  1  1,  1843,  Baptized  Mar.  5,  1843  and  died  in  Mar.,  1844. 

Their  father  was  a  large  robust  man,  light  complexioned,  light  chestnut 
colored  hair,  and  blue  eyes.  In  manner  and  build  his  son  Solomon  resembled 
him  most.  He  was  quiet,  kind  and  always  looking  after  the  comfort  and  hap¬ 
piness  of  the  family,  honest  and  industrious.  Their  mother  was  gentle,  pious 
and  noble.  Both  were  moulded  by  the  customs,  manners  and  habits  which  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  social  and  religious  life  of  the  Pa.  Swiss,  German  population.  In 
their  new  Ind.  home  they  continued  the  same  pious  life.  All  of  their  children 
were  baptized  in  the  Lutheran  faith  and  were  carefully  instructed  in  the  Ger¬ 
man  catechism  of  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  their  holy  religion. 

The  house  on  the  farm  in  Columbia  Co.,  Pa.,  was  joined  to  the  mill.  The 
mill  door  had  cleats.  In  his  sleep  William  climbed  to  the  top  of  the  door.  The 
boys’  chief  amusement  was  swimming  in  the  Susquahannah  river  and  wrestling. 
William  and  a  small  colored  boy  were  the  champions.  The, two  often  wrestled 
to  see  which  was  the  champion,  but  they  were  well  matched.  The  mother  took 
garden  truck  to  market  one  year  but  it  was  too  strenuous  work. 
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The  spirit  of  pioneering  always  prevailed  and  with  it  a  desire  to  reach  out 
to  new  country  with  better  opportunity  for  himself  and  family.  Three  years 
after  his  father  died,  Solomon  decided  to  look  for  a  new  location  westward.  In 
1842  they  were  located  in  Wayne  Co.,  Ind.  The  Sunday  before  they  started, 
they  visited  at  the  home  of  David  and  Lydia  Hartung,  daughter  of  Christian 
Hoppes,  of  Schuylkill  Co.,  their  cousins.  The  Hartung  family  later  moved  to 
Garrett,  Ind.,  and  died  there.  While  visiting  the  Hartungs  the  children  played 
and  scuffled  when  Saloma  Hartung  removed  a  ring  from  William  Zehner’s  fin¬ 
ger.  He  was  1 1  while  she  was  only  4  years  of  age.  Monday  morning  the  Zeh- 
ners  started  for  Indiana.  (They  never  corresponded).  Saloma,  when  grown, 
regreted  she  had  taken  the  ring,  but  she  did  not  know  their  address  and  could 
not  return  it.  Saloma  married  David  Hauser,  the  grandson  of  Molly  Zehner, 
daughter  of  John  (Adam).  In  Oct.,  1889  William  visited  in  Pa.,  and  it  was 
published  in  the  news  paper  there.  Salome's  sister  sent  it  to  her  in  Ind.  In 
this  way  she  learned  his  address.  She  wrote  a  letter  to  him  to  learn  if  he  were 
the  relative.  In  a  short  time  Salome  and  husband  and  Angeline  Lininger,  her 
sister,  of  Akron,  Ind.,  visited  William  and  his  family  at  Plymouth,  and  re¬ 
turned  the  ring.  She  had  kept  it  56  years. 

When  Solomon  Zehner  moved  to  Ind.,  he  had  two  horses  and  a  wagon  load¬ 
ed  with  bedding  and  cooking  utensils.  Elizabeth  was  7  years  old.  The  trip  left 
an  indelible  impression  on  her  memory,  and  she  would  describe,  in  detail,  the 
journey  to  the  close  of  her  life.  She  remarked  that  she  had  footed  most  of  the 
way.  They  bought  bread  of  farmers  along  the  route.  They  had  a  puter  pan, 
and  for  supper  the  mother  made  cold  soup  by  filling  the  pan  with  bread  crumbs, 
a  sprinkle  of  sugar,  and  cold  water. 

(Aunt  Elizabeth  kept  the  pan  as  long  as  she  lived.  Aunt  Mary  had  melted 
a  hole  in  it,  but  this  was  mended.  This  pan  and  her  mother’s  rope  post  bed 
she  gave  to  me  many  years  before  she  died,  but  I  never  received  them.  I  do 
have  a  blue  plate,  one  of  grandmother’s  first  set  of  dishes.)  They  were  located 
in  Wayne  Co.,  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  Hagerstown,  6  miles  from  Cam¬ 
bridge  City.  They  lived  in  a  log  house.  Soon  after  this  they  built  a  two-story 
brick  house  with  four  bed  rooms  upstairs.  An  old  model  tin  lantern  hung  above 
the  front  door.  In  1939  the  house  looked  as  if  it  were  good  for  100  more  years. 
The  lantern  is  only  a  wire  skeleton. 

Solomon’s  youngest  brother  Benjamin  had  lived  with  them  four  years.  He 
then  married  Solomons  wife’s  sister  Hester  (Hettie)  Hoppes.  They  moved  to 
O.,  then  to  Ind.,  a  little  later  than  Solomon.  They  lived  in  a  larger,  square 
frame  house  that  he  had  built  and  painted  white. 

Solomon  and  Benjamin  had  a  mill  and  a  number  acres  of  land  in  partner¬ 
ship.  The  mill  dam  was  on  Nettle  Creek,  a  branch  of  West  river.  Benjamin 
ran  the  farm,  did  the  business  and  handled  the  money.  Solomon  did  the  work 
and  ran  the  mill,  so  said  Aunt  Elizabeth.  They  owned  another  water  site  on 
White  river.  They  sold  some  land  with  that  property. 

They  had  a  sugar  camp  and  made  syrup  and  most  of  the  sugar  that  they 
used.  Solomon’s  children  carried  all  of  the  sap  one  night  after  they  had  carried 
sap  all  day  the  boys  wanted  to  make  taffey,  but  uncle  would  not  let  them.  Three 
miles  in  the  country  from  their  new  home  was  a  Lutheran  congregation.  They 
worshiped  in  a  log  school  house.  They  all  walked  and  carried  the  tv/o  young- 
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est  children  returning  home  about  half  way  they  would  stop  at  a  Dunkard 
church  to  the  close  of  their  service  to  rest. 

William  was  small  for  his  age.  He  went  to  his  uncle  Gideon  to  apprentice 
for  the  milling  business  at  Germantown.  They  had  no  children,  and  he  worked 
'till  he  would  get  so  tired  he  could,  hardly  drag  himself  around.  He  would  lie 
in  a  wheat  bin  to  rest.  But  his  uncle  would  route  him  out  because  he  thought 
he  was  lazy. 

Gideon  became  so  unkind  and  rough  with  him  that  William  went  home.  He 
became  ill  with  cake  ague,  between  the  heart  and  back.  It  was  three  years  be¬ 
fore  it  broke  outwardly  and  he  recovered.  His  mother  would  push  the  trunnel 
bed  in  front  of  the  door  so  he  could  watch  her  work.  After  he  recovered,  he 
attended  school  at  the  Hagerstown  academy.  The  rest  of  the  children  attended 
a  log  county  school  one  and  one-fourth  mile  from  home.  They  received  most 
of  their  education  through  the  church. 

In  1847  a  canal  was  built  so  a  boat  could  just  pass  between  the  mill  and 
the  opposite  bank.  One  morning  the  Irish  came  to  take  out  the  dam,  but  were 
driven  away,  the  two  sisters  each  with  a  tea-kettle  hot  water,  the  men  with  guns. 
The  Irish  went  to  Hagerstown.  After  they  got  drunk  they  came  back  and  re¬ 
moved  the  dam.  The  water  overflowed,  and  the  mill  stood  in  five  foot  of  water. 
They  took  the  matter  to  court  but  got  nothing  until  several  years  later  when 
Benjamin  got  the  damages,  which  he  retained.  The  mill  was  abandoned  when 
the  canal  was  built.  Later  it  was  converted  into  a  saw  mill.  Now  it  is  gone. 
Where  the  mill  stood  are  grown  trees,  waste  timber  and  brush,  the  ground  is 
occupied  and  landscaped  by  the  Boy  Scouts  who  call  the  camp  Wapi-Kamigi. 

After  the  mill  dam  was  removed,  Solomon  and  his  family  went  out  to  work 
for  others.  He  ground  for  other  millers  and  took  flour  for  pay.  The  mother 
washed  and  sewed  and  procured  the  winter  apples.  David  Went  to  a  Dunkard 
family  and  cut  wood,  and  in  this  way  earned  two  cows.  Michael  carried  brick 
to  a  furnace  with  four  to  six  on  a  board.  His  wages  were  six  cents  a  day  with 
dinner,  which  consisted  of  corn  bread  and  cold  water.  He  worked  five  years  for 
25  cents  a  day.  Elizabeth  worked  by  the  week  for  a  family.  She  with  Michael 
and  John  husked  corn  for  their  winter’s  meat.  They  had  sheep  to  furnish  wool 
for  spinning. 

In  the  spring  they  would  shear  the  sheep,  then  wash  the  wool  and  spin  it. 
They  raised  flax  which  they  combed  by  useing  a  board  full  of  needles  to  re¬ 
move  the  shell:  the  thread  on  the  inside  furnished  them  with  hemp  for  linen. 
In  the  fall  they  spun  it  on  a  wheel,  dyed  a  part,  then  wove  it  into  cloth  with 
brown  and  white  checks  three-fourths  of  an  inch  wide.  The  men’s  geans  they 
used  cotton  thread  to  run  the  long  way  of  the  goods.  The  filling  was  wool  and 
dyed  with  black  walnut  hulls.  The  mother  and  Elizabeth  made  it  into  clothing 
for  the  family. 

Corn  was  ground  to  meal  and  baked  into  bread  which  was  the  staff  of  life. 
They  had  Rye  ground  to  flour  and  they  made  bread  of  it.  There  was  not  much 
wheat  raised  then  and  it  was  scarce.  They  had  wheat  bread  on  Sunday.  Wil¬ 
liam  never  did  like  Rye  bread  and  longed  for  white  bread  every  day. 

At  16  years  of  age  William  began  to  grow,  and  grew  to  a  tall  slim  young 
man  at  25  years.  Later  in  life  he  was  a  square  shouldered  strong  heavy  set  man 
of  185  to  210  lbs.  He  was  a  hard  working  man  and  noted  for  his  strength 
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in  a  generation  of  hard  working  men.  He  often  lifted  a  sack  of  wheat  with  one 
hand  to  set  it  to  one  side. 

In  Pa.,  they  had  neighbors  by  the  name  of  Peshbaugh;  Mrs.  Peshbaugh 
over-saw  places  they  picked  wool,  and  they  helped  her  and  made  her  fancy 
caps  for  day  wear,  and  night  caps.  The  Peshbaughs  had  moved  to  Marshall 
Co.,  Ind.  Solomon  and  Benjamin  went  to  visit  them  and  to  look  for  land  and 
a  mill  site.  Solomon  purchased  160  a.;  Benjamin,  320  a.,  of  heavy  timber 
land.  Later  Benjamin  moved  to  Delaware  Co.,  purchased  a  farm,  and  built  a 
flour  and  saw  mill,  a  log  cabin,  and  later  a  two  story  brick  house,  useing  the 
same  plan  as  Gideon  and  Solomons’  home  in  Wayne  Co. 

Disciplined  by  the  teachings  of  toil,  privation  and  varied  experiences  they 
held  the  confidence  and  affection  of  an  enlightened  community.  They  bade 
farewell  to  the  friends  at  Hagerstown,  and  started  on  their  journey  to  Marshall 
Co.,  to  a  new  pioneer  home.  They  had  two  horses,  a  wagon,  two  cows  and 
a  dog,  besides  clothing.  They  carried  gold  coins  in  shot  bags,  bed  clothes,  puter 
pan,  home  made  hops,  yeast  and  baked  their  bread  along  the  way,  by  using 
an  iron  skillet  with  an  iron  lid,  which  stood  on  legs.  They  placed  coals  under 
the  skillet  and  on  the  top  of  the  lid  and  when  this  would  burn  out,  they  re¬ 
placed  the  live  coals  until  the  bread  was  baked.  They  secured  water  from 
streams  along  the  way.  Father  was  always  considerate  to  see  mother  was  com¬ 
fortable,  he  never  let  her  walk.  At  night,  they  used  saplin  poles  with  forks 
and  a  pole  across  the  top.  They  stood  boards  on  each  side  and  they  spread 
blankets  on  the  ground.  Mother,  children  and  the  dog  would  sleep  in  there, 
Solomon  would  watch  the  horses  and  cows.  They  cooked  on  the  outside  of 
the  tent  by  using  poles  with  a  kettle  in  the  center. 

Elizabeth,  now  sweet  16,  with  her  father  and  older  brother  walked  all  the 
way,  a  distance  of  50  miles  to  Indianapolis,  and  from  there  to  the  timber  land 
home  131  miles,  a  total  distance  of  181  miles.  It  rained  on  the  way.  They 
stopped  at  the  Peshbaugh  farm  for  two  weeks  to  rest.  Then  continued  5  miles 
to  their  own  timber  land.  The  Peshbaugh  children  were  George,  Michael,  Peter 
and  Katie  Ann.  She  married  Peter  Reed  of  the  Argos  bank.  William  A.  Creitz, 
by  referring  to  an  abstract  covering  the  property  in  Wayne  Co.,  finds  Solomon 
and  Benjamin  Zehner  purchased  land  in  1842,  then  sold  to  Daniel  Teeter  who 
owned  it  until  his  death  in  1876;  then  sold  in  1879  to  Abraham  Teeter;  sold 
to  Lewis  W.  Teeter,  who  sold  1886  to  Samuel  and  Moses  Doerstler.  They 
sold  it  to  Ralph  R.  Teeter  who  purchased  it  so  as  to  put  water  back  into  the 
old  mill  pond  from  Nettle  Creek.  He  built  a  cement  dam,  head  gates  and  spill¬ 
way  and  had  no  water  power  at  the  time  of  Hagerstown  Centennial,  1932. 
Teeters  occupied  and  landscaped  in  1897. 

They  gave  the  back  yard  of  the  Zehner  homestead  for  Wayne  Co.,  Boy 
Scout  camp.  They  have  an  especially  constructed  campfire  circle  called  Wapi- 
Kamigi.  All  camp  fire  meeting  and  camp  courts  of  honor  are  held  in  the  circle. 
There  is  a  log  cabin  constructed  from  the'old  tics  from  the  railroad  which  had 
been  built  along  the  canal  banks  which  formerly  ran  through  the  camp  site. 
The  camp  is  equipped  in  every  way  for  over-night  hikes  and  housing  of  week¬ 
end  expeditions.  The  water  front  where  the  Zehner  mill  stood  they  use  for 
canoeing,  instructions  in  swimming,  and  life-saving.  The  opening  of  the  6th 
year,  1932  marked  the  inauguration  of  sea  scouting.  Hagerstown  in  its  years  of 
development  has  become  a  thriving,  busy,  up-to-date  little  city  of  attractive  ap- 
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pearance  with  its  shade  trees,  well-kept  homes,  and  flower  gardens.  It  has  a 
national  reputation  in  the  manufacturing  world  as  Teeter  Perfect  Circle  Piston 
Ring  Co.,  Patents,  has  its  home  plant  there  that  keeps  hundreds  of  employees 
busy. 
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Marshall  County,  Indiana — 1851 

THE  northern  counties  of  Indiana  were  a  wilderness  of  dense  forest  and  al¬ 
most  impassible  swamps.  The  occasional  travelers  were  beset  on  every 
hand  by  danger  of  being  devoured  by  wolves,  and  by  the  graver  danger  of 
contracting  the  dreaded  malaria  fever,  (ague.) 

Starke*  and  Marshall  Co.’s  were  part  of  St.  Joseph  Co.  Plymouth  Twp., 
then,  is  now  Marshall  Co.  In  the  30’s  a  group  of  pioneers  selected  the  name 
as  a  monument,  to  honor  the  literary  genius  of  one  Indianian,  John  Marshall. 
The  original  plat  was  filed  Oct.  20,  1834  in  Green  Twp.  (until  after  1861 
Center  Twp.).  Plymouth  chosen  as  county  seat  July  3,  1836.  Marshall  Co.  was 
organized  July  20,  1836.  In  1834  court  house  square,  in  the  original  plat, 
records  the  commissioners  donation  to  the  Co.,  of  63  additional  lots  and  $1,- 
000.00  in  cash,  to  build  the  first  court  house,  on  condition  Plymouth  be  chosen 
county  seat.  The  court  house  was  ready  in  October,  1836.  It  was  20  by  30 
ft.  dimensions  and  stood  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Michigan  and  Adam  Sts. 
The  original  structure  later  became  a  carpenter  shop  and  barrel  factory.  The 
second  court  house  was  erected  by  Levi  C.  Barber  of  Wolf  Creek,  at  estimated 
cost  of  $5,000.00  and  completed  in  1840.  In  all  northern  Indiana  there  was 
no  structure  to  compare  with  it.  The  dimensions  were  50  by  80  ft.,  and  two 
stories  high.  The  offices  were  14  by  16  ft.  Its  chief  claim  to  distinction  was 
a  cupola  with  a  spiral  stairway.  The  3rd  and  present  court  house  was  erected 
in  1870  of  brick,  trimmed  in  stone.  The  corner  stone  laid  Aug.  25.  Some 
parts  of  the  inside  were  rebuilt  in 'later  years  with  a  fire-proof  vault  in  the  base¬ 
ment. 

There  is  a  legend  to  the  effect  that  one  who  wets  his  feet  in  the  waters  of 
Wythougan,  or  Yellow  river,  will  some  day  return  although  the  distance  of 
half  a  continent  separates  him  from  his  native  heath. 

The  first  cemetery  of  1 3^  acres  was  where  the  Pa.,  depot  and  freight  house 
now  stand.  The  whole  area  was  what  was  called  “a  howling  wilderness.”  The 
population  consisted  of  about  1500  Pottawattomie  Indians  and  600  white  peo¬ 
ple.  There  were  no  mills  of  any  kind.  It  was  not  long,  however,  until  dams 
were  built  across  the  running  streams.  Corn  crackers  and  saw  mills  were  erected 
on  the  mill  race  near  by.  A  famous  Pottawattomid  chief  presided  over  Benack 
village  up  to  the  late  forties. 

Solomon’s  timber  land  was  two  miles  east  and  one  mile  north  of  Benack 
village,  which  is  now  known  as  near  the  Tippecanoe  vicinity.  In  August,  1851, 
they  selected  a  large  elm  tree  under  which  they  were  sheltered  and  lived  while 
erecting  their  new  home.  There  was  a  poplar  tree  5  ft.  in  diameter  that  was 
hollow  enough  to  walk  into.  This  was  the  only  shelter  they  had  when  it  rained. 
There  was  a  spring  about  80  rods  away  from  which  they  carried  their  water. 
There  was  plenty  of  marsh  hay  of  good  quality  for  the  horses  and  cows.  To 
them  it  was  a  charming  place  of  plenty.  They  began  clearing  at  once  and  cut- 
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ting  logs  for  a  cabin  of  hewed  logs.  Nails  were  bought  at  Rochester,  and  the 
dwelling  erected  in  two  weeks.  That  faced  the  east. 

There  was  a  porch  in  front  with  no  floor.  The  shingles  were  clapboards. 
They  used  a  heavy  thick  axe,  a  ft.  long  that  they  split  shingles  about  3  or  4  ft. 
long,  a  ft.  wide,  y2  to  2  inches  thick.  They  kept  the  rain  out,  but  the  snow 
would  blow  in.  They  had  two  half  windows  downstairs.  The  fire  place  was 
in  the  north  end,  constructed  of  mud,  clay  and  split  pieces;  of  wood.  At  the 
south  end  of  the  room  there  was  a  ladder  made  of  hickory  poles  4  or  5  inches 
around  with  young  hickory  rounds  to  climb  on.  The  beds  were  built  of  hickory. 
They  bored  holes  in  the  log  and  put  poles  in  the  log,  for  sides,  with  a  post,  6 
inches  around  at  the  foot,  fastened  the  sides  in  the  post,  with  a  piece  across  the 
foot  and  a  pole  at  the  head.  For  the  mattress  they  used  hickory  bark  and  rope 
woven  with  nothing  else  to  lay  on.  They  had  plenty  of  bed  clothes  to  cover 
with  and  they  were  never  cold.  All  the  cooking  was  done  at  the  fireplace  and 
a  table  was  made  of  clapboards  with  three  legs.  The  children  always  had  to 
stand  on  one  side  of  the  table  to  eat.  They  always  had  plenty  to  eat  with 
mush,  wild  game  of  all  kinds,  fowl,  gravies,  fish,  nuts  and  milk. 

The  woods  seemed  like  softly  sheltering  arms,  gathered  protectingly  around 
the  simple  dwelling  that  was  erected  and  they  soon  felt  at  home.  They  built 
a  log  barn  later.  The  next  morning  after  they  moved  into  the  cabin,  two  In¬ 
dians  came  on  two  ponies.  They  stopped  and  looked  all  around,  then  went 
on.  They  never  came  back,  never  molested  them.  They  had  a  trail  through 
to  Tippecanoe  and  up  the  river  to  back  of  where  Benjamin  Zehner  now  lives; 
there  they  had  a  corn  field.  The  Indians  who  were  quite  numerous,  were  about 
the  only  neighbors  of  which  our  pioneer  family  could  boast,  of.  They  never 
were  lonely.  The  woods  were  alive  with  all  kinds  of  game.  There  were*  all 
kinds  of  birds  that  sang  all  day,  chipmunks,  barking  squirrels,  rabbits,  hopping 
every  where,  deei;  were  plentiful  and  they  ran  across  the  yard  all  times  of  the 
day  and  wild  hogs  by  the  drove.  At  night  the  wolves  would  howl  all  argund, 
and  owls  would  hoot.  It  was  a  perfect  paradise  of  wild  life.  There  were 
many  beautiful  wild  flowers  of  all  color,  shapes  and  scent. 

There  were  plenty  of  nuts  everywhere  of  every  kind — beech,  hickory,  but¬ 
ternuts,  walnuts  and  hazelnuts  and  many  kinds  of  wild  berries.  Through  the 
thick  and  luxurant  growth  there  were  paths  which  trailing  off,  tempting  the  feet 
to  explore  where  they  would  lead  to. 

One  day  Elizabeth  and  Michael  took  one  of  the  paths  to  pick  cranberries. 
They  came  to  a  drove  of  20  wild  hogs  with  bristles  standing  up.  They  chased 
them  home  and  they  never  went  again.  Another  day,  David,  with  a  gun,  was 
about  50  rods  from  the  cabin  when  he  saw  a  wild  hog.  He  shot  and  wounded 
it  and  when  it  squealed,  a  whole  drove  came  to  the  rescue.  All  riled  up  to  get 
away  from  them,  he  climbed  a  white  oak  saplin  with  his  gun  and  shot  one  hog 
from  there.  As  they  rushed  to  the  saplin  they  rared,  squealed  and  chewed  all 
the  bark  off.  In  loading  his  gun  the  second  time,  when  he  went  to  push  the 
cap  down,  he  dropped  the  ram  rod  and  could  not  shoot  any  more.  He  felt  as 
though  every  hair  on  his  head  stood  up.  He  was  afraid  they  would  bite  the 
saplin  through  but  he  had  to  stay  there  until  the  hogs  wandered  away. 

The  meat  of  the  wild  hog  was  not  very  good,  as  it  was  lean  and  tough. 
They  had  so  much  good  tender  deer  meat  and  all  kinds  of  game,  fowl  and  fish, 
they  did  not  care  to  cat  of  the  wild  pork.  Pigeons  were  very  numerous  and  they 
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were  in  the  habit  of  sitting  close  together  to  roost.  Their  weight  would  often 
break  limbs  from  trees  where  they  roosted.  Some  people  would  go.  at  night 
and  take  as  many  as  they  wanted  to  use  off  the  roost  and  others  would  go  in  the 
morning  and  pick  them  from  the  ground  where  they  had  been  killed  by  the 
breaking  of  limbs.  Many  pillows  were  filled  with  pigeon  feathers.  Pigeons 
were  just  as  numerous  in  Fulton  and  other  counties  in  Indiana.  In  this  envir¬ 
onment  the  boys  became  expert  marksmen  with  gun  and  fishing  rods — not  for 
sport  but  for  food.  Solomon  had  a  gun  his  grandfather  Adam  Zehner  (1726) 
gave  him.  It  was  said  many  an  Indian  had  gone  down  under  it.  It  was  a  flint- 
rock  rifle,  double  barreled  with  one  hammer.  The  barrels  were  laid  on  edge¬ 
wise.  There  was  a  small  pan  to  place  the  powder.  The  hammer  struck  the 
flint  that  caused  a  spark  that  ignited  the  powder.  After  it  was  shot  once,  they 
turned  the  barrel  over,  then  primed  the  lock  and  used  the  same  hammer  for  the 
second  shot.  The  barrels  were  much  longer  than  those  that  are  used  today. 
(The  early  guns  sold  Indians  were  very  long,  the  value  in  length  of  a  gun 
barrel  so  many  pelts  high.) 

The  boys  called  it  sweepstakes.  They  did  not  like  the  spark  caused  by  the 
flint  but  learned  to  use  it  well.  The  boys  changed  the  gun  and  made  two-guns 
of  it.  William  had  the  barrel  part  in  his  gun.  He  had  placed  the  barrels  on  a 
new  stock.  David  had  the  old  stock  and  bought  new  barrels  for  his  gun.  Wil¬ 
liam's  was  lost  in  the  fire  when  his  mill  burned  at  Plymouth.  Adam,  youngest 
son  of  David  has  the  gun  with  the  stock  of  the  old  gun. 

The  first  winter  in  their  forest  home,  they  cleared  six  acres  of  thick  timber 
Land.  It  was  so  full  of  large  logs  that  there  was  no  place  one  could  walk  on 
the  bare  ground. 

A  short  time  after  they  were  settled  and  comfortable  in  their  new  log  home 
they  learned  of  a  creek  called  Kat-am-wa-se-te-wa — by  the  Indians,  (meaning 
black  wolf).  There  were  so  many  wolves  around  that  the  creek  derived  the 
name  of  Wolf  Creek  by  the  whites.  In  1820  a  mill  pond  was  formed  and  a  saw 
mill  was  so  constructed  that  it  ran  by  water  power.  In  1830  it  was  enlarged  by 
Timothy  Barber.  He  placed  a  muley  up  and  down  saw,  seven  ft.  long  with 
36  teeth.  It  was  run  until  1878.  At  this  mill  the  lumber  was  sawed  for  the 
second  frame  court  house  of  Plymouth,  Ind.,  which  was  erected  in  1840  by 
Timothy  &  Levi  C.  Barber.  Timothy  Barber  died.  Then  Levi  C.  Barber 
took  Robert  C.  Blivin  in  as  a  partner  in  1840  and  they  obtained  a  charter  from 
the  government  to  permit  them  and  their  successors  the  privilege  to  “dam"  Wolf 
Creek,  and  create  a  mill  race  for  more  efficient  power  and  to  operate  a  water  mill 
wheel.  Wolf  Creek  was  a  short  distance  above  Yellow  River  into  which  the 
water  emptied,  about  5  Yz  miles  southwest  of  the  County  seat.  They  constructed 
a  three  story  flour  mill  in  1845,  the  first  in  the  county.  Prior  to  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  this  mill  the  settlers  had  to  drive  with  their  ox  team  to  Logansport  for 
flour.  It  took  two  weeks.  Often,  when  the  oxen  would  mire  down  in  the 
swamps,  or  a  wagon  break,  it  would  take  longer.  The  advent  of  the  Wolf 
Greek  mill  was  an  event  that  marked  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  Marshall  Co. 
Cousin  Benjamin  has  the  saw;  also  has  a  wheel  made  with  wooden  cogs  and 
pins  that  run  the  reel  that  bolted  the  flour  in  this  mill,  which  was  our  grand¬ 
father’s,  also  the  spinning  wheel. 

Levi  C.  Barber  died.  He  had  a  contract  with  Bliven  to  convey  the  property 
to  him  or  his  heirs  at  his  death.  When  Robert  C.  Bliven  died,  his  heirs  inher- 
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itcd  the  property,  heavily  mortgaged.  They  operated  the  mill  seven  years.  They 
were:  Richard,  Cyrus,  Franklin,  Jerome,  and  Delia.  During  a  spring  freshet  in 
attempting  to  keep  the  dam  from  breaking,  Cyrus  Bliven  was  working  on  the 
dam  one  night  and  while  trying  to  fill  the  break  with  brush  and  sand,  he 
slipped  on  a  log  and  was  carried  down  by  the  rushing  waters  and  before  as¬ 
sistance  could  reach  him  he  was  drowned, Feb.  28,  1850.  The  searchers  found 
his  body  resting  against  the  mill  wheel.  The  mill  needed  repairs  and  the  dam 
going  out  caused  the  mill  to  be  closed  for  sometime.  The  saw  mill  had  burned 
and  the  property  was  heavily  mortgaged.  It  was  to  be  sold  at  public  sheriff's 
sale,  Sept.  3,  1851. 

It  was  west  half  of  Northwest  quarter.  There  were  81  and  33/100  acre  of 
land. 

1  grist  mill. 

1  saw  mill  parts,  notburned. 

1  blacksmith  shop. 

1  stone  house  spring. 

2  dwelling  houses. 

20  acres  of  improvement. 

And  the  water  power,  9-3-1851. 

Marquis  L.  Smith,  administrator.  Solomon  Zehncr  and  three  of  his  sons, 
attended  the  sale.  David  with  a  gray  horse  and  bags  of  gold  coin  under  the 
saddle  bag  was  stationed  about  40  rod  east  of  the  mill  site.  William  acted  as 
interpreter  for  his  father,  a  German,  who  did  not  speak  English.  Solomon 
was  dressed  in  clean  overalls,  well  patched  and  wore  his  every  day  stove  pipe 
hat  (common  in  that  day)  with  the  crown  sewed  in.  There  were  about  15 
attended  the  sale.  The  men  from  Plymouth  wore  white  shirts  and  collars. 
Every  time  they  bid  Zehncr  bid  against  them.  When  the  bids  had  gone  as  high 
as  the  bidders  cared  to  pay,  one  man  who  lived  near  Wolf  Creek  (old  Uncle 
Tom  Clifton),  finally  said,  “Let  patches  have  it,  he  can’t  pay  for  it  anyway, 
then  you  will  have  another  chance.” 

The  sheriff  asked  Solomon,  “What  security  have  you  to  buy  with?”  Zeh- 
ner  replied,  “the  security  is  in  my  pocket.”  The  bidders  brought  the  price  to 
$2000.00,  $500.00,  one-fourth  the  purchase  price  to  be  paid  down  on  the  spot 
and  $500.00  to  be  paid  every  six  months.  Michael  was  dispatched  to  inform 
David  who  brought  the  horse  and  threw  the  saddle  bags  off.  Solomon  counted 
out  all  the  down  payment  in  20-dollar  gold  pieces.  Then  with  William  he 
rode  to  Plymouth. 

Charles  Reeves  established  his  office  in  Plymouth  in  1846  and  he  was  their 
young  attorney  and  accompanied  Solomon  into  the  Court  House.  While  Wil¬ 
liam  had  a  gun  and  guarded  the  gold  they  had  under  the  saddle  bag.  He  had 
gold  to  pay  in  full  and  he  paid  $500.00  in  advance  upon  the  second  payment 
due  at  six  months.  They  weighed  it  to  save  time  counting.  “He  gave  two 
promissory  notes  jointly  and  sevcrly  with  William  Hughes  as  security  to  the  en¬ 
tire  satisfaction  of  said  administrator  for  $500.00  each  payable  at  twelve  and 
eighteen  months  severly  without  relief  from  any  valuation  or  appraisement  laws 
whatever.  Sept.  3,  1851.”  It  being  an  estate  took  time  to  settle  by  Court  or 
he  would  have  paid  cash  in  full  had  they  produced  the  deed  at  the  time.  That 
was  on  Feb.  9,  1852.  When  the  father  and  Reeves  came  out  of  the  Court 
House,  Reeves  said  to  William,  “Well,  Bub,  if  some  one  had  attempted  to  take 
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that  gold,  you  would  have  shot  them/’  William  replied,  “You  bet  I  would/’ 
William  was  a  good  marksman.  He  and  Charles  Reeves  were  life-long  friends. 
He  often  joked  about  it  to  William  that  the  other  men  really  thought  his  father 
could  not  pay  for  the  property  and  they  would  have  another  opportunity  to 
buy  it. 

Their  father  never  used  tobacco  but  discovered  his  sons  were  secretly  form¬ 
ing  the  habit,  so  he  thought  the  best  way  to  break  the  habit  was  to  give  them 
all  they  wanted.  One  day  when  he  returned  home  from  town  with  a  package 
10  inches  long  by  4  inches  wide,  he  placed  it  upon  the  top  of  the  cupboard. 
Things  placed  there  were  not  for  children  and  no  one  ever  disturbed  them  or 
asked  questions.  After  supper  father  removed  the  package  to  the  table  and  said, 
“Boys,  I  got  something  for  you  today."  The  boys  gathered  around  him.  The 
twine  was  in  a  knot  but  he  patiently  untied  it  and  removed  and  wrapped  it  up 
and  opened  the  paper  leisurely.  The  boys  were  astonished  to  see  tobacco. 
Father  said,  “Boys,  I  see  you  chew  tobacco  and  seem  to  like  it,  so  I  bought  this 
for  you  and  I  want  you  to  chew  it  all  up."  The  boys  had  no  idea  their  father 
knew  their  habit  and  were  much  surprised  again  and  still  more  that  he  seemed 
to  approve  of  it.  Father  used  his  pocket  knife  and  cut  each  boy  a  large  plug, 
then  went  out  and  brought  a  large  old  tin  pan  that  contained  ashes,  set  it  on  the 
floor  and  urged  them  to  chew  all  they  wanted  which  they  proceeded  to  do.  But 
it  was  sweet  and  different  from  what  they  had  used.  The  father  kept  urging 
them  to  chew  more.  One  after  another  they  grew  ill,  but  father  urged  them  to 
try  it  over,  chew  some  more.  William  tried  so  hard  not  to  become  ill,  he  was  so 
ashamed,  but  he  became  so  ill  he  had  to  go  out  of  the  house,  then  he  lost  his 
supper.  He  had  some  tobacco  left.  The  next  day  he  tried  to  chew  but  became 
ill  again. 

Another  time  David  had  been  to  Ft.  Wayne.  He  bought  another  kind  of 
tobacco  and  gave  William  some.  He  was  sent  to  a  neighbor  on  an  errand  and 
he  thought  he  would  chew  on  the  way,  but  he  became  so  ill  and  dizzy  he  lay  on 
the  ground  and  held  onto  the  grass  while  the  world  rolled  around  him.  After 
that  experience  he  never  tried  to  chew  again.  The  father  and  mother  were 
pleased  as  they  thought  they  had  broken  the  habit. 

Later  in  life  at  election  time,  William  would  try  to  smoke  to  be  sociable,  but 
he  never  could  smoke  more  than  a  half  cigar  at  a  time  or  it  would  make  him  ill. 
In  Elizabeth’s  reminiscence  their  family  life  was  always  happy.  Every  child 
did  whatever  the  parents  requested.  Their  age  did  not  count  as  long  as  they 
were  under  the  parental  roof.  They  felt  they  were  children  and  always  loved 
and  respected  their  parents.  Elizabeth  was  now  17  and  she  did  all  the  washing. 
The  father  and  all  the  boys  wore  homemade  white  linen  shirts.  Her  mother 
would  have  her  tend  the  cows  while  all  the  boys  were  doing  nothing.  Mother 
said  she  could  trust  her  and  knew  that  she  would  do  it  right. 

They  had  taken  great  pleasure  in  their  new  forest  home  throughout  the  win¬ 
ter.  They  were  loath  to  leave  and  still  'were  happy  that  they  were  fortunate 
enough  to  purchase  another  mill  as  that  was  their  occupation.  They  had  missed 
hearing  the  water  splashing  over  the  water  wheel  and  hearing  the  heavy  stone 
burr  rumble  as  it  would  grind  out  golden,  sweet-scented  corn-meal.  Only  the 
miller  knows  the  sweet  scent  which  comes  from  grains  that  are  being  crushed 
and  ground.  In  the  spring  of  1852  they  moved  to  Wolf  Creek  by  the  way  of 
Argos.  The  only  building  there  was  a  hotel  owned  by  Marquis  L.  Smith.  He 

One  Hundred  Thirty-four 


v  •  , 


MARSHALL  COUNTY.  INDIANA— 1851 


owned  all  the  land  around  Argos.  Later  John  Zehner  bought  a  lot  from  him 
where  he  built  a  house.  (It  is  now  owned  by  his  son,  Gideon's  heirs,  near  the 
center  of  town  on  Mich.  St.) 

It  was  very  muddy  and  Elizabeth  had  no  shoes  fit  for  the  trip  as  she  had 
about  worn  her's  out  walking  from  Wayne  to  Marshall  Co.  William  had  tv/o 
pair.  They4  were  too  large  for  her  but  she  wore  a  pair.  She  remarked  they 
nearly  killed  her.  Elizabeth  with  her  father  and  older  brothers  walked  all  the 
way,  a  distance  of  about  13  miles.  The  roads  were  muddy  and  had  brush  in 
them.  The  wagon  would  mire  some  places,  and  they  had  poles  to  pry  it  out 
where  it  was  marshy.  The  Indians  had  corduroy  roads  which  were  built  with 
the  use  of  small  logs  and  sapling  poles,  placing  them  side  by  side  across  the  road. 
The  road  then  ran  straight  north  and  south  and  went  through  the  center  of 
the  farm.  Elizabeth  later  owned  the  home  that  now  is  owned  by  her  niece, 
Elizabeth  Clevenger.  At  the  foot  of  this  hill  was  quick  sand.  There  they 
mired  down.  It  was  after  dark  and  they  had  no  lantern.  The  mother  and  the 
small  children  got  out  of  the  wagon  and  walked  to  the  house  where  Michael’s 
house  now  stands.  The  house  was  a  long  frame  building.  The  large  part  of 
the  house  was  a  long  room  on  the  east  side.  There  was  a  winding’  stair  and 
straight  in  from  the  front  door  was  a  fire  place.  Built  onto  the  large  part  of  the 
house  on  the  southwest  was  a  long  kitchen,  and  off  of  that,  a  bedroom.  The 
upstairs  had  a  large  room,  and  off  from  the  front  room  there  was  a  large  open 
room.  It  was  never  finished — it  was  open  from  the  bottom  to  the  roof.  There 
was  no  partition  between  the  two  rooms  and  Elizabeth  was  always  afraid  she 
might  fall  down  this  place.  That  first  night,  they  entered  the  kitchen  by  the 
south  door.  The  father  and  mother  slept  in  the  south  west  corner  of  the  front 
room.  They  did  all  of  the  cooking  on  the  fire  place  for  several  years  until  they 
purchased  a  cook  stove.  There  was  a  good  spring  at  the  mill  from  which  they 
carried  water  to  the  house.  The  spring  was  enclosed  in  a  stone  house  twelve 
ft.  square,  six  foot  high  with  a  roof.  It  was  curbed  with  wood  three  feet  deep, 
with  a  foot  wide  trough  all  around  to  set  things  in  to  cool. 

The  grist  mill  was  on  the  south  side  of  the  dam  and  the  saw  mill  was  on  the 
northwest  side.  They  had  the  only  house  and  all  new  comers  stopped  there. 
It  was  all  woods  but  one  or  two  acres.  The  Indians  had  cleared  the  land  and 
planted  corn  and  the  stocks  were  still  standing  in  the  spring.  It  was  northwest 
of  Benjamin  Zehncr’s  house  on  a  sand  hill.  After  they  moved  to  Wolf  Creek, 
Elizabeth  had  a  Spider  cancer  in  front  of  her  left  ankle.  A  woman  doctor  had 
a  receipt  she  had  procured  from  an  Indian  and  cured  it,  she  charged  $3.00.  They 
boiled  sassafrass  roots  and  used  the  sap  with  bread  and  milk  poltice  every  night 
for  a  week  or  two,  then  applied  the  medicine  three  times  to  kill  the  roots.  It 
turned  snow  white,  the  flesh  was  red  and  it  soon  dried  up. 

The  father  was  subject  to  third  day  ague  (malaria  fever.)  The  boys  were 
reconstructing  the  mill  dam  in  the  month  of  August.  The  father  walked  down 
to  the  place  where  they  were  working  but  the  sun  was  so  hot  that  he  carried  an 
umbrella.  The  next  morning,  Dr.  Bennett  of  Plymouth  was  driving  by.  His 
wife  persuaded  him  to  call  the  doctor  in  and  procure  medicine  for  a  speedier  re¬ 
covery.  What  the  doctor  gave  him  caused  him  to  sleep  and  he  never  woke 
again.  The  doctor  was  intoxicated.  Solomon,  died  Aug.  31,  1852,  aged  46 
y.  10  m.  20  d.;  buried  Pisgah  Cemetery,  near  Wolf  Creek.  No  one  seems  to 
ever  know  of  a  photograph  of  Solomon. 
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“This  earthly  house  was  not  their  father's  home  for  long,  all,  what  means 
such  toil  and  care? 

'Twere  illy  spent  if  'twere  but  for  the  material  house  that  perished. 

’Twere  folly  and  yet  more,  were  there  no  other  building  builded, 

Even  such  as  make  the  character  structures  that  immortal  are,  and  must 
eternal  stand. 

It  was  the  mother  and  family’s  great  loss  but  the  father’s  gain.  He  had 
passed  from  a  pioneer,  happy  home  to  his  eternal  home  where  the  gates  swing 
out  never.  John  11:25.  “I  am  the  ressurcction  and  the  life,  he  that  believeth 
in  me,  though  he  were  dead  yet  shall  he  live.” 

It  was  a  great  sorrow  to  his  wife  in  a  new  home  set  in  the  woods  far  from 
relatives,  slow  traveling,  a  large  family  to  guide  alone,  and  to  a  devout  Lutheran 
Christian  that  she  was,  not  even  the  comfort  of  her  own  loved  church  since  the 
days  of  her  youth.  Her  daughter  related  that  her  mother  loved  to  attend 
church  to  worship.  She  felt  it  was  such  a  blessing  to  go  to  God’s  house  and 
have  the  prayers  breathed  over  her  head  as  they  ascended  toward  God.  She 
bore  the  affliction  with  the  fortitude  of  the  good  Christian  that  she  was. 

David,  the  eldest  son,  the  only  one  of  age,  was  appointed  administrator. 
The  estate  consisted  of  some  gold  coins,  the  mill  property  with  80  33/100 
acres  of  land  joining  it  and  160  acres  of  thick  timber  land.  (This  160  acres 
was  sold  after  David’s  death  by  his  heirs.)  The  mother,  David,  and  William 
were  appointed  guardians  of  the  younger  children.  The  administrators  were 
David  and  Uncle  Benjamin  Zehner,  of  Delaware  Co.  The  sale  Jan.,  1852. 
Eighteen  months  from  sale  more  than  2/3  of  value.  Dated  Apr.  19,  1853,  re¬ 
corded  May  28,  1853. 

Inventory,  $4238.48. 

$1  10.00  another  sale. 

Expenses  saw  mill,  $985.34. 

Administrator,  $5405.39. 

Expenses,  $885.34. 

Other  expenses,  $108.55. 

On  hand,  $43  1  1 .50. 

Guardians,  $6000. 

June  3,  1867. 

Heirs,  $1755.63. 

Each,  $250.80. 

The  copy  of  the  abstract  is  at  the  capitol,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

William,  who  was  coming  of  age  the  following  Dec.  9th,  served  as  the  father 
of  the  family.  His  hardest  task  was  to  keep  the  younger  boys  from  playing 
hookey  from  school,  but  he  never  punished  them,  only  when  the  mother  or¬ 
dered  him  to  do  so.  Thus  the  responsibility  of  the  family  was  a  great  deal 
more  extended  to  David  and  William  than  they  were  to  any  of  the  younger 
ones  of  the  family.  They  were  forced  through  necessity  to  assume  many  of 
the  family  cares.  When  they  were  grown,  the  milling  business  was  the  open 
door  through  which  all  of  the  six  sons  of  Solomon  Zehner  entered  into  their 
service  for  the  public. 
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The  repair  of  the  mill  property  was  carried  on  by  David,  William,  Michael, 
and  Joseph  and  Nathan  Hoppes,  twins,  brothers  to  their  mother.  They  were 
married  and  came  to  Indiana  from  Pennsylvania,  and  lived  with  them  and  a 
Mr.  Laru,  a  millwright  of  Rochester,  Inch  They  rebuilt  the  saw  mill  at  a 
cost  of  $985.34.  After  the  repairs  were  completed  they  ran  the  mill  and  the 
saw  mill  about  a  year.  David  and  William  now  being  of  age,  rented  the  mill 
of  their  mother.  William  soon  purchased  David's  interest  and  ran  the  mill 
alone.  Later  he  purchased  the  property  of  his  mother  for  $8000.00  and  ran 
the  mill  alone  for  about  8  years,  paying  for  it  as  he  could  earn  the  money.  The 
first  three  years  he  made  $150.00  a  year.  The  last  three  years  he  made  $3,- 
000.00  a  year.  He  never  received  a  share  of  his  father's  estate.  On  Feb.  14, 
1859,  he  sold  the  mill  to  Michael  who  borrowed  the  money  of  his  mother,  and 
paid  $6475.19  cash.  William  returned  to  Wayne  Co.,  bought  a  half  interest 
in  Uncle  Gideon’s  mill. 

William’s  recollections  of  early  life  in  the  county  were  very  vivid,  and  his 
experiences  during  the  pioneer  period  were  very  interesting.  During  his  milling 
experience  at  Wolf  Creek,  he  operated  the  only  mill  in  Marshall  Co.  There 
were  no  roads,  people  came  to  the  mill  on  horse  back  through  the  forest  and 
waited  their  turn.  Some  would  have  to  wait  two  days  before  they  could  get 
their  grain  ground.  He  described  his  business  as  having  been  very  extensive  for 
the  time,  having  been  compelled  to  run  the  machinery  day  and  night  in  order 
to  supply  the  great  demand  for  flour  and  cornmeal.  He  had  worked  three  weeks 
at  a  time,  day  and  night.  The  only  time  he  had  his  clothes  off  was  to  bathe 
and  put  on  clean  ones.  He  lay  down  in  the  mill  to  sleep  and  if  the  machinery 
made  a  different  sound  it  would  awaken  him.  He  had  to  carry  some  of  the 
grain  up  stairs.  He  kept  no  books.  All  the  pay  was  taken  out  in  toll. 

In  fact  all  kinds  of  business  at  that  time  was  carried  on  by  barter,  the  only 
money  in  use  being  a  little  Union  Plank  Road  currency  of  questionable  value 
and  a  few  state  bank  notes  which  were  about  on  par  with  gold.  About  the 
worst  money  he  ever  saw  was  that  issued  by  independent  banks.  One  could  not 
tell  one  day  whether  it  would  be  worth  anything  the  next  day  or  not.  At  one 
time  he  placed  16  $20  gold  pieces  in  an  empty  shot  bag  and  concealed  it  by  plac¬ 
ing  it  in  the  stove.  His  mother  knew  it  was  there.  One  day  when  he  came  to 
the  house,  someone  had  built  a  fire  in  the  stove.  He  asked  his  mother  if  she  had 
removed  the  bag.  Her  reply  was,  “Oh  Gut  in  Himmel  is  sel  gelt  noch  in  selim 
offin?”  (Oh  God  in  heaven,  is  the  money  still  in  the  stove?)  He  removed  the 
fire.  The  sacks  were  burned  and  several  pieces  of  money  melted  on  the  edges. 
He  said  it  was  only  scorched  a  little. 

William  for  several  days  had  been  having  a  catch  in  his  back,  he  was  not 
able  to  lift  a  half  bushel  of  wheat.  He  had  to  just  drag  the  sacks.  Then  one 
day  a  farmer  came  to  the  mill  that  had  musty  wheat  that  he  wanted  ground. 
William  told  him  he  could  not  grind  it  unless  he  would  let  him  grind  enough 
of  his  good  wheat  after  grinding  the  musty  wheat  to  empty  the  mill  of  the 
musty  flour.  The  man  would  not  do  that  and  it  made  him  so  angry,  he  said 
he  would  have  to  grind  it  or  take  a  licking.  William  said  he  would  take  the 
licking.  The  man  jumped  on  him.  William  countered  his  blow.  He  fell 
against  a  husk  frame  which  threw  him.  William  sat  on  him  until  he  thought 
he  was  punished  enough.  A  week  later  the  man  came  to  the  store  and  said  he 
came  to  give  William  a  licking.  Some  one  went  to  the  mill  to  tell  William. 
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He  sent  word  back  that  he  was  feeling  better  than  he  had  the  week  before,  so 
“come  on."  The  man  went  home  without  making  a  call  on  William. 

Every  spring  they  returned  to  their  timber  land  to  make  maple  syrup  and 
sugar.  They  would  drive  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  take  fire  arms  along  to  hunt. 
One  year  when  they  went,  they  did  not  take  a  gun  as  they  were  not  in  need  of 
any  kind  of  game.  The  weather  was  cool  so  they  built  a  fire  in  the  fire  place. 
In  the  night  wolves  came  and  howled,  and  they  came  to  the  windows  and  stood 
on  their  hind  legs,  reared  and  caved  around.  They  were  afraid  the  wolves 
would  break  the  glass.  They  had  nothing  to  defend  themselves  with,  so  they 
threw  live  coals  at  them.  After  some  time  they  left  the  cabin  and  went  to  the 
stable  where  the  oxen  were  housed  and  carried  on  the  same  way.  They  were 
afraid  they  would  strike  the  latch  and  enter  to  kill  the  oxen.  They  threw  more 
live  coals  at  them  and  after  some  time  routed  them.  They  left  deep  scratches 
and  bite-marks. 

They  laid  snares  to  catch  wild  game.  To  catch  deer,  they  made  a  snare  by 
laying  a  rope  on  the  ground  and  tie  the  tops  of  saplings  down.  When  a  deer 
would  get  in  the  rope,  the  sapling  would  fly  up  and  hang  the  deer  by  the  leg. 
They  laid  snares  for  pigeons  by  fastening  a  net  on  saplings,  then  placed  a  decoy, 
and  scattered  grain  around  it.  When  the  pigeons  were  feeding  they  dropped  the 
net.  As  time  went  on  other  people  began  to  settle  at  Wolf  Creek,  and  shanties 
were  built.  They  attended  Pisgah  Advent  and  church  and  Sunday  school, 
Michael  taught  the  singing  school.  Wolf  Creek  at  one  time  had  a  band.  David 
played  the  bass  drum  and  William  played  a  tenor  drum.  Jack  Gilbert  played 
the  fife.  There  were  a  number  of  others  but  the  names  can  not  be  recalled.  One 
presidential  campaign,  they  went  to  Knox,  Ind.,  and  played  for  the  Democrat 
rally. 

There  was  a  blacksmith  shop  built  between  the  dam  and  mill.  Leonard 
Allman  ran  it.  A  blacksmith  and  wagon  shop  was  run  by  Gilbert  and  Platt — 
1857  to  1859.  They  made  linch  pin  wagons.  There  was  a  plank  across  the 
race  at  the  head  of  the  dam.  A  Mr.  Platt  had  a  blacksmith  shop  at  Argos,  Ind. 
He  was  intoxicated  and  walked  across  the  race,  below  the  plank,  and  stepped 
into  the  water  and  drowned.  He  had  a  lantern  in  his  hand  when  they  recovered 
the  bod?.  Mr.  Gray  had  a  general  store,  later  Thompson  owned  it,  then  David 
and  Michael,  and  still  later  John  Zehner.  The  mail  came  by  the  post  rider  who 
made  weekly  delivery  of  mail  on  horse  back  and  later  by  stage  driver.  He  had 
a  4-horse  rockaway  coach;  would  blow  his  horn  and  crack  his  whip.  The 
villagers  gathered.  They  were  the  only  source  of  contact  with  the  outside 
world.  The  line  extended  from  Winamac  to  Wolf  Creek,  Plymouth,  and  La- 
Porte  to  Michigan  City,  Ind.  Postal  business  was  conducted  on  the  credit  sys¬ 
tem.  The  letters  were  paid  for  when  delivered  in  1850.  A  letter  from  Ply¬ 
mouth,  the  county  seat,  to  Indianapolis  the  capitol,  1  1  5  miles  was  5  cents.  At 
the  close  of  each  quarter  the  post  master  was  required  to  forward  to  federal  au¬ 
thorities  an  itemized  statement  of  all  letters  sent  through  his  office  and  to  pay 
for  this  service  in  a  lump  sum.  In  1853-4  the  sum  was  $50  at  Plymouth  and 
the  postal  agent  was  paid  with  California  gold  slug  which  bore  the  government 
stamp  as  containing  $50  worth  of  bullion.  After  22  years,  in  1856,  the  first 
railroad  was  completed  to  Plymouth. 

Another  sorrow  came  to  the  family  in  the  death  of  the  youngest  son,  Gid¬ 
eon,  who  was  born  Oct.  26,  1847,  and  baptized  Mar.  18,  1848.  He  died  Jan. 
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2,  1858  at  4  p.  m.,  and  was  buried  Jan.  4,  at  the  age  of  10  y.  2  m.  6  d.  The 
funeral  text  was  Judges  7:18-20  and  Revelations  3:12. 

I  do  not  have  the  information,  so  cannot  make  individual  sketches  of  Sol¬ 
omon's  sons.  So  I  shall  not  separate  them  in  the  narative,  but  give  a  geneology 
of  their  families  at  the  close. 

David,  thrice  married;  Elizabeth  Voreis,  7  children;  Suvanah  Cordelia 
Huble;  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Vandemark,  6  children;  13  children. 

William,  married  Margaret  L.  Grossman,  8  children. 

Michael,  married  Malinda  Voreis,  8  children. 

Elizabeth,  married  Jacob  Hullinger,  2  children. 

John,  married  Sarah  Jane  Wickizer,  7  children. 

Abraham,  married  Mary  Helen  Johnson,  7  children. 

Solomon,  thrice  married;  1st,  Sarah  Jane  Thomas,  one  child;  2nd,  Sarah 
Yearick,  four  children;  3rd,  Mrs.  McDonald.  Fifty  grand  children. 

David,  two  sets  of  twins,  two  of  his  daughters  had  twins. 

Abraham's  daughter  had  twins.  There  were  no  divorces. 

The  mother  lived  to  see  all  of  her  children  married.  After  the  death  of 
David’s  first  wife,  she  kept  house  for  him  and  his  five  children  until,  he  mar¬ 
ried  again.  She  was  present  at  the  birth  of  her  grandchildren  and  served  the 
surrounding  territory  as  nurse  and  often  as  midwife,  as  it  was  hard  to  call  what 
few  poor  doctors  there  were  because  of  poor  roads  and  slow  travel.  She  was  a 
small  woman  with  blue  eyes  and  light  brown  hair.  She  wore  black  lace  caps. 
Rheumatism  had  bent  her  shoulders  and  drawn  her  hands.  She  had  bronchitis 
after  the  birth  of  her  son  Solomon.  She  had  a  bright  disposition  and  a  kind 
smile  that  every  one  loved.  It  was  always  a  happy  time' when  grandmother  vis¬ 
ited  us.  She  had  a  firm  faith  in  the  teachings  of  the  Bible  and  prayer,  and  loved 
the  sacred  songs  of  the  church.  She  rocked  her  children  and  grandchildren  to 
sleep  by  singing  to  them  in  the  German  language.  Her  lullabye  was: 


Bye  Boppely  Schloffa 

Bye  boppely  schloffa 
In  die  gorta  gehen  die  schloffa 
Die  schuatsa  und  die  visa 
Die  vella  dis  boppela  biessa 
Die  rodda  und  die  gaela 
Die  vella  des  bopple  healla. 


English 


Bye  Baby  Sleep 

Bye  baby  sleep 
In  the  garden  go  the  sheep 
The  black  and  the  white 
They  want  to  bite  the  baby 
The  red  and  the  yellow 
They  want  to  heal  the  baby. 


She  lived  with  her  daughter,  Elizabeth,  the  last  years  of  her  life.  Pneu¬ 
monia  took  her,  27  years  after  her  husband  had  gone.  She  never  forsook  the 
church  though  she  seldom  had  the  privilege  to  attend.  She  lived  in  the  faith 
of  her  Lord  until  he  took  her  to  his  triumphant  church,  her  eternal  home,  where 
homes  never  break.  Rev.  Jerome  B.  Henry,  -a  minister  of  the  Reformed  church 
of  Twin  Lakes  conducted  the  funeral  services  in  the  Wolf  Creek  M.  E.  church. 
As  a  solo  he  sang,  “I  need  Thee  every  hour."  She  was  buried  by!  the  side  of 
her  husband  in  Wolf  Creek,  Pisgah  cemetery,  in  Nov.,  1879. 

She  had  possessed  a  childlike  faith  in  God,  was  sympathetic,  hospitable, 
truthful,  and  neighborly.  Especially  in  sickness,  she  went  all  hours  of  the 
night,  through  all  kinds  of  weather.  She  was  remembered  by  all  as  long  as 
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they  lived  as  a  lost  friend.  She  herself  knew  the  value  of  a  true  friend.  She 
had  loved  a  Friend  that  sticketh  closer  than  a  brother.  He  who  goes  all  the  way 
through  sickness,  death,  and  the  grave  and  the  resurrection. 

Thus  concluded  the  earthly  life  of  one  whom  her  neighbors  appraised  for 
her  sterling  worth;  one  whom  her  children  loved,  honored  and  blessed,  not 
with  garlands  of  flowers,  for  that  was  not  the  custom  of  the  times,  but  in  emu¬ 
lating  her  virtues,  and  living  her  ideals  over  again  in  their  own  lives,  a  blessed 
immortality.  When  she  passed  away  it  was  the  first  I  knew  of  death,  and  the 
memory  ever  lingers  vivid  in  detail. 

We  were  thankful  that  we  had  been  taught  it  was  only  falling  asleep  in 
Jesus,  the  passing  from  an  earthly  to  a  heavenly  home.  No  more  parting,  no 
more  tears. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


David  Zehner,  of  Wolf  Creek 

DAVID  ZEHNER  purchased  timberland  about  a  mile  from  Wolf  Creek  and 
erected  a  saw  mill.  Later  he  owned  500  acres  of  land  with  a  good  or¬ 
chard.  He  was  at  one  time  interested  in  a  foundry  at  Plymouth.  It  was 
destroyed  by  fire  and  he  lost  heavily.  He  served  as  a  democratic  trustee  in 
Green  township  for  two  years.  His  saw  mill  and  lumber  yard,  which  was  well 
stocked,  burned  in  Green  Twp.,  where  he  lived  the  remainder  of  his  life  and 
worked  the  harder  to  regain  his  loss. 

After  David  married,  an  Indian  lived  with  them  a  number  of  years.  Many 
Indians  came  back  to  the  vicinity  to  visit  and  hunt  after  they  had  been  re¬ 
moved  from  Indiana.  David  was  an  expert  with  fire  arms.  He  very  seldom 
missed  the  mark.  He  was  the  best  marksman  around  Wolf  Creek,  so  much  so 
that  men  became  jealous  of  him.  One  day  David’s  hound  bayed,  he  went  out 
and  saw  he  was  chasing  a  doe.  He  went  back  to  the  house  to  get  his  gun  when 
the  hound  bayed  again.  He  went  out  with  his  gun  and  the  doe  had  stopped 
one  hundred  yards  off  broadside.  He  took  aim  at  the  heart  but  never  hit  it. 
He  could  not  understand  why.  It  was  the  habit  of  a  deer  after  they  were  fright¬ 
ened  never  to  return  the  same  day,  but  this  doe  took  the  second  circle  around 
and  came  back.  He  loaded  his  gun  and  shot  twice  but  never  hit  it.  He  went 
home  bewildered.  The  hound  still  bayed  but  he  didn’t  go  out  anymore  that 
day  but  wrote  a  letter  to  a  friend  in  Pa.,  of  his  experience.  In  his  friend’s  re¬ 
ply  he  thought  that  it  was  an  evil  spirit  that  he  could  only  shoot  things  with 
feathers,  nothing  with  hair.  He  wrote  him  again  and  asked  him  what  he  would 
do  about  it?  He  told  him  what  to  do  and  that  a  man  would  come  and  apolo¬ 
gize.  There  was  a  man  came  who  carried  a  scar  to  his  grave.  And  David 
went  on  with  good  marksmanship. 

After  large  game  was  not  so  plentiful,  David  and  William  traveled  to  other 
states  to  hunt  large  game.  They  would  hire  a  guide  and  many  of  the  exper¬ 
iences  they  have  related,  if  remembered,  would  make  interesting  reading.  One 
time  they  went  to  Wisconsin  on  a  hunting  trip  and  they  ran  into  smallpox.  A 
man  who  had  the  disease,  lay  on  their  bed  while  his  own  was  being  made  up. 
They  were  worried  as  they  both  had  small  children  at  home,  so  they  were  vac¬ 
cinated.  After  they  were  home  David  did  not  feel  so  well  so  he  sent  for  Wil¬ 
liam.  He  went  to  David’s  home  and  the  two  secluded  themselves  in  an  up¬ 
stairs  room.  There  each  had  vereloid.  They  were  not  very  ill  and  had  a 
merry  convalescence. 

One  year  David  and  Charles  Logan  went  hunting  and  Logan  shot  a  deer. 
He  went  to  where  it  lay  and  he  layed  his  gun  down  to  stab  the  deer.  It  was 
only  stunned  and  jumped  up  when  he  touched  it.  He  grabbed  it  by  the  hind 
legs.  It  ran  and  drug  him  and  jumped  over  a  log.  Logan  braced  himself 
against  the  log  and  held  on  and  called  to  David.  When  he  came  he  saw  the 
predicament;  the  deer  kicking  one  leg  and  then  the  other  to  free  itself,  while 

One  Hundred  Forty-one 


THE  FIRST  ZEHNER-HOPPES  FAMILY  HISTORY 


Logan’s  arms  were  all  tired  out  from  the  motion.  So  David  shot  the  deer  while 
Logan  held  its  hind  legs. 

David  had  made  several  hunting  trips  to  the  Black  Hills,  South  Dakota, 
and  he  had  two  trying  experiences;  the  one  the  worst  night  he  had  ever  spent 
in  camp.  They  had  been  hunting  all  day  and  they  were  very  tired  and  rolled 
in  their  blankets  early  in  the  evening.  They  had  a  low  fire  and  they  began  to 
hear  panthers  call  far  off.  They  were  quiet  and  they  heard  them  again  and 
there  seemed  to  be  more  of  them  as  they  came  nearer.  They  built  their  fire  up 
and  the  next  calls  they  heard  the  panthers  were  in  a  circle  all  around  them. 
Each  call  was  nearer  and  two  closed  in  and  came  so  near  that  they  could,  hear 
their  tails  switch  the  brush  as  they  seem  to  signal  each  other.  Later  they  came 
so  close  they  could  see  their  eyes  glow  in  the  darkness,  amid  the  underbrush  as 
the  two  circled  around  them  one  on  each  side.  It  would  have  been  sure  death 
had  they  fired  a  shot  and  the  bright  burning  of  the  camp  fire  was  all  that  saved 
their  lives  that  night. 

One  year  David,  with  three  or  four  men  went  to  Michigan  and  Wisconsin, 
to  hunt  deer.  They  arrived  the  day  before  they  could  secure  license  and  they 
couldn’t  hunt.  To  kill  time,  they  went  to  town  and  walked  around  and  looked 
out  over  the  water.  They  made  a  raft  to  cross  the  water  to  Wisconsin.  While 
working  on  the  raft  they  heard  hounds  bay;  then  noticed  at  a  distance  in  the 
water,  what  looked  like  a  duck  but  as  it  neared  them  it  was  the  head  of  a  deer. 
It  left  the  water  and  over  the  bank  and,  took  refuge  in  the  woods.  After  they 
had  finished  the  raft,  David  scouted  around  and  came  to  a  log  three  or  four  feet 
thick.  He  just  could  see  over  it.  He  was  small  of  stature,  the  smallest  of  the 
family,  and  he  would  remark  that  he  was  the  only  one  that  resembled  his 
mother's  family.  As  he  looked  over  the  log  he  saw  a  deer  but  he  had  no  gun. 
He  did  have  a  small  22  revolver,  so  he  shot  the  deer  in  the  head  and  swung  it. 
The  next  day  after  he  had  secured  his  license  he  went  back.  It  was  still  hanging 
so  he  took  it  to  camp.  They  had  an  Indian  cook.  David’s  sons  would  hunt  but 
never  had  the  pleasure  from  the  trips,  as  their  father  enjoyed  them.  He  would 
take  them  along  to  give  them  the  experience  of  camp  life.  When  Melvin  was 
14  or  15  years  old  his  father  with  his  son  John,  David  and  Daniel  Zehner,  a 
cousin,  son  of  Benjamin,  and  some  others,  drove  to  Knox,  to  Thompson  Island. 
They  had  a  covered  wagon.  Melvin  stayed  alone  at  camp  and  took  care  of  the 
team,  tent  and  camp  and  if  any  ducks  flew  over  his  head  he  would  shoot  at 
them.  It  was  evening  and  getting  dark  and  he  was  lonely.  They  had  a  horse 
and  mule;  he  would  bray.  They  had  a  water  spaniel.  He  was  running  around 
and  barking.  Then  he  would  hear  the  crack  of  a  gun.  It  was  a  coon  and  dog 
fighting  where  there  was  water,  tall  grass,  and  bullrush.  He  heard  the  second 
shot  as  his  father  watched  a  chance  to  shoot.  He  didn’t  want  to  hit  the  dog 
as  they  fought.  He  shot  four  or  five  times  then  his  father  got  the  coon.  They 
had  it  for  breakfast. 

One  time  the  same  company  and  cousin  Gideon  Zehner  went  with  them  to 
Bass  Lake.  They  camped  on  the  northeast  side.  T  hey  made  their  camp  and 
beds  up  and  then  went  fishing.  They  got  a  good  catch  of  fish.  There  was  a 
strong  wind  arose,  and  it  began  to  rain.  They  came  to  shore  at  1 1  p.  m.  They 
had  made  their  camp  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  where  they  had  bent  saplings  over 
to  support  the  tent,  but  the  water  ran  down  hill,  and  it  was  shoe  deep.  The 
blankets  were  all  wet,  there  was  no  sleep  that  night.  They  cleaned  and  fried 
fish  until  morning.  They  then  drove  on  west  to  Kankakee  for  ducks  and  geese. 
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(A  book  of  the  history  of  Indiana  and  Marshall  Co.'s,  printed  in  1890  con¬ 
tains  biographies  of  the  life  of  David  and  William  Zehner.) 

William  and  Michael  purchased  a  dam  with  8  acres  of  timber  land  called 
Hupp's  saw  mill,  Apr.  13,  1837.  Michael  used  the’ money  he  earned  in  Wayne 
Co.  It  was  located  on  Yellow  river  three  miles  southwest  of  Plymouth.  The 
mill  was  built  about  1840  and  was  for  sawing  rough  lumber  for  floors,  doors 
and  window  frames.  Later  a  corn  cracker  was  added  and  corn  meal  was  ground. 
The  place  was  abandoned  about  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war; 
100  ft.  of  the  dam  on  the  east  side  was  washed  out,  they  never  rebuilt  it.  In 
1911  when  the  river  was  dredged  it  destroyed  the  remainder  of  the  dam.  The 
heirs  sold  the  property  in  1938. 


*  *  *  * 

Michael,  John,  Abraham  and  Solomon 

Michael  bought  the  father's  mill  of  William,  Feb.  14,  1859,  and  ran  it  for 
a  number  of  years.  The  farmers  wanted  the  dam  removed  claiming  the  back¬ 
water  overflowing  was  damaging  many  acres  of  good  land.  They  entered  liti¬ 
gation.  But  Michael  had  the  charter  from  the  government  and  won  each  suit. 
The  farmers  of  Green  Twp.,  then  purchased  the  right  to  remove  the  dam  for 
the  sum  of  about  $6000.00.  The  flood  gates  were  opened  in  1907.  He  ran 
the  mill  by  steam  power  for  four  years,  then  closed  it.  In  1913  as  Michael 
came  out  of  the  mill  the  door  seemed  to  drag.  He  had  just  reached  the  house 
when  the  mill  fell  to  the  ground,  breaking  the  fine  poplar  and  walnut  lumber, 
much  of  which  was  16  ft.  long,  36  in.  wide. 

Michael  raised  live  stock  and  lived  on  a  good  farm  of  750  acres  with  a  good 
orchard.  In  the  spring  he  would  drive  cattle  to  the  property  he  owned,  where 
John's  mill  had  burned  northwest  of  Sligo.  In  the  fall  he  would  drive  them 
back  home.  A  neighbor  told  William  that  cattle  had  been  driven  away.  One 
company  of  men  had  driven  them  to  Mishawaka,  and  another  party  sold  them 
to  Major  Bros.,  and  had  been  given  a  check  for  them.  The  group  then  went 
to  South  Bend  and  purchased  clothing  at  a  Jewish  store.  While  waiting  for 
change  they  became  frightened  and  left  the  check  and  the  goods  at  the  store. 
At  the  trial  a  neighbor  helped  them  with  an  alibi  and  Michael  lost. 

After  Michael  had  lost  some  money  in  a  closed  bank,  he  placed  $1700.00 
in  a  tin  box,  put  it  in  the  room  stove  and  covered  it  with  ashes.  In  the  fall  his 
son,  Benjamin,  set  the  stove  up  and  made  a  fire  in  it.  He  went  to  the  mill  and 
told  his  father  what  he  had  done.  He  ran  to  the  house  and  removed  the  box  in¬ 
tact. 

John  owned  the  Wolf  Creek  general  store.  At  one  time  he  owned  a  mill 
three  miles  northwest  of  Sligo.  They  were  grinding  at  night  and  fell  asleep. 
The  hopper  became  empty.  The  burrs  ground  together,  caused  sparks  and  set 
the  mill  on  fire.  When  they  awoke  the  mill  was  nearly  destroyed.  They  bare¬ 
ly  escaped  with  their  lives.  John  went  into  partnership  with  Mr.  Bock  at  Argos 
in  a  mill  for  a  number  of  years.  Later  he  owned  a  harness  shop.  Still  later  he 
moved  on  William’s  farm  and  ran  his  mill  at  Sligo. 

They  were  members  of  the  Christian  church. 

He  suffered  for  years  with  a  white  swelling  on  one  leg  and  died  of  apoplexy 
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at  his  daughter  Lottie’s  home  at  Memphis,  Ind.  He  was  buried  in  the  Poplar 
Grove  cemetery  near  Argos  beside  his  wife. 

Abraham  worked  in  the  Wolf  Creek  mill  until  grown.  Then  he  farmed 
near  there.  His  wife  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  her  family  lived  on  a  farm  near 
by.  They  were  married  during  the  Civil  war.  Four  of  their  children  were 
born  in  Ind.;  John,  Sherman,  Carrie  and  Alice.  He  secured  some  land  in  Ill., 
and  built  a  house  and  barn,  and  made  a  large  quantity  of  hay  for  winter  feed. 
He  returned  to  Indiana  to  move  his  family  overland.  John  was  past  seven 
years  of  age.  He  assisted  driving  the  stock.  When  they  arrived  in  Illinois,  fire 
had  destroyed  the  buildings  and  contents.  He  immediately  sacrificed  his  hold¬ 
ings,  boarded  a  train  for  Chicago,  and  from  there  went  to  Ft.  Scott,  Kan.  While 
there  he  was  fireman  on  the  railroad. 

Three  children  were  born  in  Kansas:  Margaret  (Maggie),  Nora  May  and 
Richard.  They  attended  school  during  the  winter  months.  In  1875  he  filed 
a  claim  on  160  acres  of  good  land  about  30  miles  southwest  of  Ft.  Scott.  He 
had  a  house  and  barn  built  and  had  40  acres  of  sod  turned  under,  then  planted 
corn,  turnips  and  pumpkins.  He  moved  his  family  on  the  claim  and  purchased 
two  fine  mares  and  a  full  outfit  of  farm  implements.  The  first  year  he  had 
fair  crops.  The  second  year  locusts  and  chinch  bugs  took  about  everything. 
The  following  year  the  grasshoppers  took  everything.  John  and  Sherman  did 
the  farming  the  last  three  years.  Abraham  returned  home  and  sold  all  the  stock 
except  four  of  the  best  horses  and  the  family  left  the  farm.  In  1880  he  quit 
the  railroad;  took  some  of  the  money  he  had  saved,  equipped  two  covered  wag¬ 
ons  with  plenty  of  provisions  and  started  the  forepart  of  March  overland  for 
Boise  City,  Idaho.  John  and  Sherman  did  the  driving.  Richard  died  while 
crossing  the  plains.  They  joined  a  train  of  20  to  50  wagons  of  other  travel¬ 
ers.  When  they  reached  the  Platt  river  it  was  high  water.  So  they  tied  heavy 
timber  to  the  hubs  on  both  sides  of  the  wagons  so  the  wagons  would  float  when 
the  horses  swam  across  the  river.  This  was  not  pleasant  but  they  crossed  it 
safely.  Traveling  was  fine  till  they  learned  that  the  Indians  had  chased  at  full 
speed  a  large  herd  of  buffalo  across  the  road  a  half  mile  ahead  of  them.  The 
Indians  did  not  bother  them,  but  for  safety  for  two  nights  they  formed  a  circle 
with  the  wagons  and  placed  the  families  and  stock  in  the  center  so  the  Indians 
could  not  stampede  the  stock  during  the  night.  They  arrived  at  Boise  City, 
July  3,  1880.  Abraham  secured  employment  in  a  store  and  worked  there  un¬ 
til  he  retired. 

Abraham  was  an  earnest  student  of  the  Bible.  He  died  from  an  infection 
caused  by  medicine  he  used  on  a  callous  on  his  foot.  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Nora 
May  McEvoy,  purchased  the  parents'  home  and  remodeled  it,  making  six  mod¬ 
ern  apartments.  The  mother  made  her  home  there.  She  was  of  slender  form, 
in  good  health  and  able  to  get  around  very  well,  and  was  contented  and  happy. 
She  passed  away  Aug.  10,  1937,  aged  94  y.  7  m.  20  d.  The  last  of  that  gen¬ 
eration,  Sherman  and  Miss  Margaret,  live  in  Boise  City;  John,  Carrie  and  Alice 
in  California. 

On  the  way  to  visit  Abraham,  William  stopped  at  Denver,  Colorado  to 
hunt  with  a  company  of  men.  They  hired  a  guide  for  $25  with  mules.  As 
they  climbed  the  mountain  the  men  had  to  walk  all  the  way.  The  man  that 
drove  the  mules  had  a  black  snake  lash.  He  struck  the  mules  every  other  step 
until  they  had  callous  spots  so  thick  they  may  not  have  felt  the  lash.  They 
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heard  something  rush  through  the  underbrush  and  they  saw  fresh  tracks  of  a 
bear.  The  whole  company  were  anxious  to  give  chase  but  the  guide  was  afraid 
to  follow  and  they  were  provoked  at  him.  The  guide  said  that  the  bears  like 
to  live  too.  They  had  an  Indian  squaw  to  cook  for  them.  The  altitude  there 
was  too  high  for  William’s  heart  so  he  traveled  on  to  Abraham's  home  in  Boise 
City,  Idaho,  to  visit  and  hunt.  His  nephew  Sherman  accompanied  him  up  the 
mountains,  going  as  far  as  they  could  with  mules  and  wagon.  They  then 
packed  their  outfit  on  the  backs  of  the  mules.  William  stood  at  the  shoulder 
of  the  mule  to  place  a  blanket  on  his  back  and  he  whirled  and  kicked  William 
on  the  leg  near  the  hip;  then  he  rolled  down  the  mountain  about  20  feet.  They 
thought  his  leg  was  broken  and  thankful  it  was  not  but  it  spoiled  his  hunting. 
As  he  was  out  of  the  dust  of  the  mill,  it  improved  his  health.  The  climate  of 
Idaho  received  the  credit.  William  was  60  years  of  age  the  last  trip  he  made  for 
large  game. 

David  Grossman  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  a  brother-in-law  to  William,  came  to 
Indiana,  and  apprenticed  in  the  milling  trade  with  William  at  Sligo.  After 
he  had  learned,  he  purchased  a  mill  at  Pettysville,  Ind.,  on  the  Eel  river.  He 
borrowed  the  money  of  his  mother  and  she  held  a  mortgage.  Then  David 
traded  the  mill  to  Solomon  Zehner  for  a  farm.  David’s  mother  would  not  con¬ 
sent  to  the  deal.  Then  William  assumed  security  on  the  mortgage,  which  he 
didn't  want.  It  was  a  bad  financial  deal.  Solomon  had  repaired  the  dam  and 
he  operated  the  mill  for  a  number  of  years.  A  man  came  who  called  himself 
George  Zehner  and  claimed  he  was  a  relative;  no  one  ever  knew  where  he  came 
from  or  where  he  went.  Solomon's  business  was  on  the  down  grade.  One  day 
George  drove  the  team  with  a  wagon  load  of  flour  to  another  town,  he  became 
intoxicated  and  he  drove  the  team  off  the  bridge  and  killed  both  horses.  That 
was  the  last  straw.  Solomon  closed  the  mill,  the  mortgage  was  foreclosed  and 
William  bid  it  in.  Solomon  had  an  offer  of  a  bonus  from  Knox,  the  county 
seat  of  Starke  county,  if  he  would  erect  a  mill  there.  He  had  purchased  some 
lumber  to  build  when  Monterey  offered  him  a  larger  bonus.  He  had  William 
take  the  lumber  off  his  hands.  He  accepted  the  Monterey  bonus  and  erected  a 
mill  there  and  ran  it  a  number  of  years,  in  fact  that  was  the  last  of  his  milling 
business.  He  traded  the  mill  to  William’s  oldest  son  Sylvester,  for  a  house  he 
had  built  at  Plymouth. 

Solomon  died  at  Plymouth  a  number  of  years  later  of  a  heart  ailment,  and  is 
buried  there  at  Oak  Hill  cemetery.  Sarah,  his  wife,  ran  a  railroad  restaurant  a 
number  of  years  with  good  success.  Her  good  bakeing  and  cooking  was  known 
all  along  the  line.  She  was  a  wonderful  woman  and  good  Christian;  M.  E. 
church,  and  died  of  a  heart  attack. 
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Elizabeth  Zehner  Hullinger 

ELIZABETH  ZEHNER,  the  fourth  child  of  Solomon  and  Soloma,  the  only 
sister,  out  lived  all  her  brothers,  and  lived  the  greatest  number  of  years.  She 
often  remarked  how  strange  it  all  seemed  that  she  should  be  left  alone  af¬ 
ter  having  so,  many  brothers.  She  married  Jacob  Hullinger,  who  came  from 
Pa.,  to  visit  an  uncle.  He  was  a  carpenter,  remained  a  year  and  returned  home. 
In  the  spring  he  returned  to  Indiana,  accompanied  by  Henry  Grossman,  a  cab¬ 
inet  maker.  The  first  work  they  did  in  partnership  was  to  build  a  barn  for 
Michael.  It  is  still  standing  and  in  good  condition.  Afterward  she  married  him 
and  had  two  sons.  While  the  youngest  was  a  baby  in  her  arms,  her  husband 
deserted  her  and  no  one  ever  heard  from  him.  He  had  gone  to  Kansas,  mar¬ 
ried,  raised  eight  children.  While  plowing  with  horses  he  fell  in  front  of  the 
plow  and  was  dragged  to  death. 

She  married  a  second  husband  at  Plymouth,  who  wanted  nothing  but  her 
money  to  pay  his  debts.  She  returned  to  her  farm,  and  with  the  little  boys 
cleared  40  acres  of  timber  land.  She  sold  this  farm  and  bought  a  good  farm 
near  Argos.  She  was  very  industrious  all  her  life,  and  worked  harder  and  more 
years  than  any  one  pioneer  woman  I  ever  heard  of.  She  remarked  that  she  was 
"not  born  for  happiness,  but  for  hard  work.  She  was  disappointed  twice  in  love 
and  did  not  have  the  comforts  in  her  old  days  that  she  had  worked  so  hard  to 
earn."  She  loved  nature  and  the  out-of-doors  life.  She  spent  several  winters 
in  Florida.  One  time  she  came  home  by  way  of  Hot  Springs,  Ark.  The  water 
drove  a  fever  that  would  have  been  yellow  fever,  but  she  took  the  first  train  out 
and  went  to  William's  home.  His  wife  nursed  her  through  a  long  siege  of 
typhoid  fever.  David,  who  had  the  fever  before,  remarked  that  he  would  not 
have  it  in  the  house  for  money.  William’s  daughter,  Mary,  took  the  fever. 

Elizabeth’s  oldest  son,  Leonard,  died,  and  she  went  with  her  youngest  son, 
John  Jacob,  and  family  to  Wash.,  and  then  returned  to  her  farm.  John 
Jacob  died  in  1934,  a  few  years  after  her  death  of  apoplexy.  He  had  two  sons 
and  one  granddaughter.  Elizabeth  was  buried  in  the  Pisgah  cemetery  near  her 
parents.  She  was  the  last  link  of  our  Indiana  pioneer  ancestors,  Solomon 
Zehncr’s  children  to  pass  on,  leaving  one  sister-in-law,  Abraham’s  widow. 

Elizabeth  was  familiarly  known  as  Aunt  Lib,  and  was  the  best  known  of 
the  family  to  all  of  us  cousins,  as  she  visited  more  and  lived  the  longest.  It  is 
she  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  intimate  personal  experiences  of  the  family. 
She  was  tall  and  slim;  had  to  possess  tremendous  strength  to  accomplish  all  the 
work  she  did  as  a  girl.  She  spun  and  wove  linen  and  wool,  dyed,  cut  and  sewed 
all  the  garments  for  the  whole  family.  Besides,  she  did  all  the  laundry.  She 
always  tried  to  save  her  mother,  as  she  was  not  strong.  The  house  work, 
milking,  working  at  times  for  strangers,  and  husking  corn  to  her  was  just  duty. 
She  had  little  schooling  but  was  a  great  reader,  especially  of  the  Bible.  Then 
the  miles  she  walked  when  up  in  years.  She  thought  nothing  of  walking  the 
two  miles  from  her  farm  to  Argos  and  back.  I  never  heard  her  complain  of 
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her  trials  and  those  who  took  advantage  of  her  work  and  business,  or  speak  ill 
of  anyone.  She  had  a  good  personality,  and  was  of  genialTemperament.  I-ean 
only  compare  her  trials  to  Job,  her  reward  to  the  Beatitudes.  Heaven  was  made 
for  such  as  Aunt  Lib.  Her  grandsons  live  on  her  farm. 

SLEEP 

He  sees  when  their  footsteps  falter,  when 
their  hearts  grow  weak  and  faint; 

He  marks  when  their  strength  is  failing,  and 
listens  to  each  complaint; 

He  bids  them  rest  for  a  season,  for  the  pathway 
has  grown  too  steep; 

And  folded  in  fair  green  pastures 
He  giveth  his  loved  ones  sleep. 

Like  weary  and  worn-out  children,  that 
sigh  for  the  daylight’s  close, 

He  knows  that  they  oft  are  longing  for  home 
and  its  sweet  repose; 

So  he  calls  them  in  from  their  labors  ere  the 
shadows  around  them  creep, 

And  silently  watching  o’er  them,  »* 

He  giveth  his  loved  ones  sleep. 

He  giveth  it,  oh!  so  gently,  as  a  mother  will 
hush  to  rest 

The  babe  that  she  softly  pillows  so  tenderly 
on  her  breast. 

Forgotten  are  now  the  trials  and  sorrows 
that  made  them  weep, 

For  with  many  a  soothing  promise 
He  giveth  his  beloved  sleep. 

He  giveth  it!  Friends  the  dearest  can  never 
this  boon  bestow; 

But  he  touches  the  drooping  eyelids,  and 
placid  the  features  grow. 

Their  foes  may  gather  about  them,  and  storms 
may  round  them  sweep, 

But  guarding  them  safe  from  danger, 

He  giveth  his  loved  ones  sleep. 

All  dread  of  the  distant  future,  all  fears  that 
oppressed  to-day, 

Like  mists,  that  clear  in  the  sunlight,  have 
noiselessly  passed  away; 

Nor  call  nor  clamor  can  rouse  them  from 
slumbers  so  pure  and  deep, 

For  only  His  voice  can  reach  them 

Who  giveth  his  loved  ones  sleep. 
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Weep  not  that  their  toils  are  over,  weep  not 
that  their  race  is  run; 

God  grant  we  may  rest  as  calmly  when  our  work, 
like  theirs,  is  done! 

’Till  then  we  would  yield  with  gladness  our 
treasures  to  him  to  keep, 

And  rejoice  in  the  sweet  assurance, 

He  giveth  his  loved  ones  sleep. 

— “Chamber  of  Peace.” 
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David  -  Michael  -  W  illiam 

Sligo,  West  Twp.,  of  Marshall  County — 1861 

SLIGO  is  in  West  Twp.,  seven  miles  southwest  of  Plymouth  and  seven  miles 
north  of  Lake  Maxinkuckee.  In  West  Twp.,  there  are  four  lakes  called 
(Twin  Lakes)  She-Ba-Ta-Ba-Uk  by  the  Indians,  meaning  duck  lake. 
They  lay  east  to  west,  four  miles  long  and  are  fed  by  springs. 

TWIN  LAKES 

In  1907  through  the  efforts  of  Daniel  McDonald,  editor  of  the  Plymouth 
Democrat,  and  State  representative,  an  appropriation  of  $2,500  was  made  by 
the  legislature  of  Indiana,  for  erection  of  a  monument  to  Me-nom-i-nee  on  the 
site  of  the  old  log  chapel,  but  it  was  placed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  lake  on 
a  triangular  piece  of  ground  with  the  Vandalia,  (now  the  Pennsylvania  Rail¬ 
road),  on  one  side  and  the  highway  on  another  side.  The  base  and  die  of  the 
monument  is  10  ^2  feet  high  and  the  statue  of  an  Indian  chief  is  7  J4  feet  high, 
making  a  total  of  18  feet,  the  face  toward  southwest  and  bears  the  inscription: 
“In  memory  of  Chief  Menominee  and  his  band  of  859  Pottawattoma  Indians, 
removed  from  this  Reservation  Sept.  4,  1838,  by  a  company  of  soldiers  under 
command  of  Gen.  John  Tipton,  authorized  by  Gov.  David  Wallace."  Gov. 
J.  Frank  Hanly  Author  of  Law,  Representative  Daniel  McDonald. 

This  is  the  first  and  only  monument  erected  to  an  Indian  or  band  of  In¬ 
dians  authorized  by  Legislative  enactment  by  the  U.  S.,  or  by  2ny  state  in  the 
union  and  as  such  is  of  historic  importance.  The  Pottowattomie  Indians  were 
a  branch  of  the  Algonquine  Indians.  “Put-a-wa“  means  a  blowing  or  expan¬ 
sion  of  the  checks  as  in  lighting  a  fire  and  “me"  means  a  nation.  So  Potawatoms 
means  a  nation  of  fire  blowers. 

In  1831  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  passed  a  joint  resolution,  etc.,  for  the 
extinguishment  of  the  remaining  Indian  titles  to  lands  within  the  state,  which 
was  done.  The  first  governor  of  Indiana,  Jonathan  Jennings,  and  two  citizens, 
John  W.  Davis  and  Mark  Crume,  assembled  with  several  Indian  chiefs  at  Chip- 
peway,  on  the  Tippecanoe  river  three  miles  north  of  Rochester,  where  Michigan 
road  now  crosses  the  river.  There  they  concluded  a  treaty  Oct.  27,  1832,  in 
which  the  Pottawattomies  ceded  to  the  U.  S.,  their  title  and  interest  to  all  the 
land  in  Indiana,  Michigan  and  Illinois,  south  of  Grand  river  in  Michigan.  From 
this  general  treaty  a  large  number  of  small  individual  reservations  were  made 
among  which  was  22  sections  of  land  14,087  acres,  laying  between  Plymouth 
and  Maxinkuckee  Lake  embracing  Twin  Lakes.  The  chiefs  were  Me-no-mi- 
nee,  Pc-pin-a-wa,  Na-ta-ka  and  Mac-ka-ta-mo-ah,  generally  known  as  the  Me- 
no-mi-nee  reserve.  The  reservation  was  held  as  a  community  property,  the  nar¬ 
row  strips  of  land  being  planted  with  Maize  (Indian  corn).  On  the  north 
banks  of  the  middle  Twin  Lakes,  Menominee  had  the  largest  and  most  im¬ 
portant  village  in  Marshall  Co.  There  were  French,  Catholic  missionaries  sent 
to  Christianize  the  Indians.  Stephen  Badin.  first  priest,  ordained  in  the  U.  S., 
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was  in  charge  of  the  chapel.  He  is  buried  at  Notre  Dame.  They  erected  a  little 
log  chapel  Chi-Chipe-Cutepi  in  1827.  Menominee  was  a  chief  of  peace.  They 
had  a  village  of  150  wigwams.  The  other  three  chiefs  entered  into  a  treaty 
with  a  government  Indian  agent  Aug.  5,  1836  by  which  they  ceded  their  in¬ 
terest  in  the  22  sections  of  land  for  $1.00  an  acre  and  agreed  to  leave  for  a  west¬ 
ern  reservation,  west  of  the  Osage  river  now  state  of  Kansas,  within  two  years. 
But  Menominee  refused  to  sign  the  treaty  to  release  to  the  government  his  inter¬ 
est.  Records  show  he  never  did. 

The  traders  furnished  the  Indians  whiskey,  made  them  drunk,  then  sold 
them  trinkets  at  fabulous  prices  and  by  cunningly  devised  schemes  on  the  part 
of  the  whites  proceeded  to  legally  rob  the  Indians.  By  the  time  they  were  re¬ 
moved  they  had  in  one  way  or  another  been  robbed  of  every  cent  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  for  their  interest  in  the  reservation. 

At  the  end  of  the  two  years  Me-no-mi-nee,  who  refused  to  sign  the  treaty, 
also  refused  to  go.  The  white  squatters  who  wished  to  procure  the  land  under 
the  pre-emption  law  which  had  been  passed  shortly  after  the  treaty  had  been 
made  began  to  make  trouble  by  chopping  down  the  Indians  cabins  in  1838. 
They  burned  several  wigwams  which  resulted  in  the  Indians  retaliating.  They 
chopped  down  the  door  of  one  white  cabin  belonging  to  a  Mr.  Waters.  Gov. 
David  Wallace  was  petitioned  for  soldiers  to  remove  the  Indians  by  force, 
and  within  48  hours  the  soldiers  were  on  their  way  from  Logansport  to  Twin 
Lakes.  They  found  almost  the  entire  village  in  a  meeting  near  the  chapel. 
Father  Benjamin  Petit,  a  Frenchman,  was  now  in  charge  of  the  mission.  An 
entry  made  in  his  diary  a  few  days  before  the  removal  says:  “One  morning 
I  said  mass  and  immediately  after,  we  began  removing  all  the  ornaments  from 
my  dear  little  church.  At  the  moment  of  my  departure  I  assembled  all  my 
children  to  speak  to  them  for  the  last  time.  I  wept  and  my  auditors  sobbed 
aloud.  It  was,  indeed,  a  heart  rending  sight  and  over  our  dying  mission  we 
prayed  for  the  success  of  those  who  would  establish  their  new  hunting  grounds. 
We  then  with  one  accord  sang  ‘O  Virgin,  we  place  our  confidence  in  Thee.’  It 
was  often  interrupted  by  sobs  and  but  few  voices  were  able  to  finish  it:  I  then 
left  them.  Soldiers  and  whites  surrounded  them.  They  were  completely  taken 
by  surprise.  The  few  who  were  armed  readily  gave  up  their  weapons.  Gen¬ 
eral  Tipton,  and  an  Indian  agent,  Pepper,  made  the  primitive  little  chapel  their 
headquarters.  Detachments  of  soldiers  were  sent  in  all  directions  to  find  Indians 
who  were  away  on  hunting  and  fishing  tours  and  camps.” 

The  last  act  of  the  Indians  before  leaving  the  village  after  seeing  their  wig¬ 
wams  destroyed,  and  what  few  trinkets  they  had  that  were  worth  moving 
loaded  into  the  big  wagons,  was  to  visit  for  the  last  time  the  little  grave  yard. 
The  scene  there  was  never  to  be  forgotten  by  those  who  saw  it.  The  Indians 
wailed  piteously  and  had  no  one  to  console  them  but  an  old  French  woman  72 
years  old,  who  had  acted  as  an  interpreter  for  the  young  priest,  Sept.  4,  1838. 
They  were  ordered  to  march  from  their  Twin  Lakes,  fresh  springs  of  water, 
and  fresh  meats,  and  from  their  hunting  grounds.  The  old  men  and  the  chil¬ 
dren  and  women  with  small  babes,  rode  in  the  government  wagons  or  on  horse 
back.  The  rest  walked  single  file,  preceeded  by  a  soldier  carrying  the  U.  S.  flag. 
That  fall  was  an  uncommonly  unhealthy  one  as  many  Indians  took  malaria 
fever  on  the  way.  They  subsisted  on  government  meat  and  wheat  cakes  raised 
over  night. 
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They  rested  two  days  near  Danville,  Ill.,  Father  Petit  of  Notre  Dame  over¬ 
took  them  and  told  them  he  had  been  lonesome  for  them.  He  knew  how  mis¬ 
erable  they  were  and  he  overtook  them  that  he  might  console  them.  They  left 
six  graves  there.  The  whole  path  of  the  exodus  was  marked  with  graves.  The 
sun  beat  down  mercilessly.  They  drank  from  mud  streams  drying  up.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  them  were  daily  burning  with  fever;  150  were  listed  as  lost  by  death 
and  other  causes,  when  they  were  delivered  at  the  Illinois  state  line.  Father 
Petit  took  the  fever  on  the  way  but  he  saw  them  settled  in  their  new  home; 
then  started  back  to  Notre  Dame.  But  the  long  hard  journey  had  been  too 
much  for  him.  He  got  as  far  as  St.  Louis  on  the  return  trip.  There  he  died  at 
the  age  of  25.  He  was  buried  there  but  his  body  was  later  removed  to  Notre 
Dame  cemetery,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

After  the  Indians  were  taken  west  the  chapel  fell  in  disuse  and  disappeared. 
A  small  model  was  built  near  the  monument.  A  passing  train  caused  a  fire  in 
the  grass  of  the  little  park  surrounding  the  monument  and  chapel,  so  it  burned 
several  years  ago.  There  is  a  marker  on  the  north  side  of  the  lake,  on  the  burial 
ground,  in  memory  of  the  first  chapel  of  Marshall  Co.,  1827. 

Chas.  A.  Reeve  at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  present  Plymouth 
court  house  Aug.  25,  1870,  said  he  “remembered  many  of  the  faces  of  the  In¬ 
dians  among  whom  the  whites  came  to  open  up  the  wilderness,  that  had  given 
place  to  all  this  civilization  we  now  enjoy.  I  knew  these  men  and  how  they 
lived.  And  I  saw  the  red  men  and  their  wives  and  children  torn  from  their 
homes  here  by  the  soldiers,  and  driven  from  the  graves  of  their  fathers,  almost 
in  sight  of  this  spot  where  I  now  stand  by  the  sharp  bayonet  of  the  soldiers, 
leaving  the  land  for  us. 

“Chief  Aubenaube  lived  on  a  large  reservation  of  36  sections,  which  ex¬ 
tended  from  the  south  end  of  Lake  Maxinkuckee  into  Fulton  Co.,  where  his 
village  was. 

“Our  neighbor  at  Sligo  was  an  itinerant  preacher  and  the  first  historian  of 
Marshall  Co.  The  Indians  had  their  own  laws,  says  a  historical  sketch  written 
in  1859,  by  Warren  Taylor,  Sligo.  He  says  Aubenaube  whose  reservation 
joined  from  the  south  end  of  Lake  Maxinkuckee  drank  to  excess  and  in  a  drunk¬ 
en  brawl  killed  his  wife.  Immediately  a  council  was  called  to  determine  his 
guilt  and  to  fix  his  punishment.  He  was  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  death 
at  the  hands  of  his  son,  Paukooshuck.  Father  and  son  were  brought  before 
the  members  of  the  council  and  the  son  was  ordered  to  execute  the  sentence. 
Naturally  Paukooshuck  shrank  from  the  hideous  act.  But  after  being  repeated¬ 
ly  urged  on  by  his  father,  seized  a  tomahawk  and  struck  him  a  terrific  blow  on- 
the  head.  Aubenaubee  lived  for  several  moments  and  with  his  dying  breath 
commended  his  son  for  faithful  performance  of  his  duty.” 

A  number  of  Marshall  Co.  residents  each  year  send  a  blanket  to  an  Indian 
mission  of  the  west  as  a  token  of  remembrance  of  those  days  when  moccasincd 
feet  followed  the  winding  paths  of  Wythdugan  valley.  Nothing  definite  was 
ever  heard  of  Memoninec.  Many  years  later  a  resident  of  Union  Township 
visited  the  Kansas  reservation  and  inquired  for  Indians  of  Indiana.  Instantly 
a  very  aged  man,  uncommunicative  and  sightless,  rose  to  his  feet  and  demanded 
“Who  says  Mex-in-kuckee?” 

In  1842  it  was  discovered  that  there  was  a  fair  quality  of  iron  ore  at  the 
foot  of  the  four  Twin  Lakes  and  along  Yellow  river.  Charles  Crocker,  who 
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had  experience,  and  Mr.  Wilson  who  had  means,  formed  a  partnership.  They 
built  a  great  bank  across  the  west  end  of  Twin  Lakes  and  created  a  dam  in  the 
center  and  a  mill  race.  The  dam  had  an  eight  foot  fall.  They  opened  a  small 
iron  and  ore  mill  and  forge.  They  named  the  town  Sligo  but  more  people 
called  it  “Forge’'  in  the  early  days.  The  iron  ore  was  found  to  be  of  workable 
quality  and  soon  the  iron  began  to  appear  from  the  forges,  shaped  into  every 
conceivable  tool  their  ingenuity  could  contrive.  Ingots  were  also  cast  of  the 
ore.  The  iron  made  from  bog  ore  was  compact  and  tenacious  in  character  and 
ranked  close  to  steel  in  quality.  At  the  peak  of  production  more  than  40  men 
were  employed  at  the  forge,  engaged  in  digging  the  bog  ore  which  seemed  so 
plentiful  in  the  vicinity.  They  hauled  it  to  the  forge  and  later  on  delivered  the 
bar  iron  thirty-two  miles  away,  at  Mishawaka,  to  an  axe  and  wagon  works, 
which  used  large  consignments.  There  were  a  number  of  homes  above  the  hill 
on  the  north  side  of  the  dam.  The  blacksmith  shops  were  down  the  hill  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  dam.  On  the  south  and  west  of  the  dam  were  several  acres  of  level 
land  covered  with  small  homes  and  a  few  above  the  hill  to  the  south.  Below 
the  large  buildings  in  which  was  stored  charcoal  for  fire,  the  forge  stood  out 
above  the  log  shacks.  At  the  forge  they  placed  a  thick  layer  of  charcoal,  then 
was  placed  a  cone  composed  of  charcoal  and  iron  ore  and  this  mass  was  fired 
from  the  base.  Above,  great  bellows  worked  by  water  power  fanned  the  flame 
to  a  degree  of  heat  that  fused  the  ore,  which  broke  through  the  wall  of  coals 
and  ran  over  the  ground.  At  this  moment  it  was  seized  by  the  powerful  ham¬ 
merman  who  beat  it  until  it  was  entirely  separated  from  the  cinder.  Then  it 
was  lifted  to  the  anvil  by  a  pair  of  huge  tongs  which  also  were  moved  by  water 
power.  The  forge  was  operated  by  means  of  an  overshot  wheel.  This  wheel 
turned  each  of  the  seven  horns,  or  notched  projections,  on  the  end  of  the  30  ft. 
beam,  lifted  the  great  trip  hammer  below  and  then  let  it  fall  on  the  mass  of  livid 
iron  with  a  crash  that  resounded  for  miles — far  as  Plymouth,  seven  miles  away. 

After  they  had  made  a  goodly  sum,  Crocker  purchased  Wilson’s  interest 
and  later  in  the  late  fifties,  seeing  that  ore  was  on  the  decline,  he  would  have 
liked  to  join  the  forty-niners  and  seek  gold  in  California.  He  was  at  Misha¬ 
waka  and  had  negotiated  the  sale  of  the  Forge  when  he  received  word  it  had 
burned.  In  a  year  he  had  rebuilt,  then  sold  out  to  French  Fisher  for  $1340.00, 
and  two  yoke  of  oxen  for  $160.00.  The  next  day  he  started  for  the  49ers 
gold  field  of  California.  In  a  letter  of  1886  he  referred  to  the  Forge  settlement 
as  “hardscrabble.”  In  1  889  his  wealth  was  estimated  at  $24,142,475.84.  The 
new  proprietors  did  not  make  a  success  of  the  plant. 

David  and  Michael  Zehner  purchased  the  property  for  a  mill  site.  William 
had  returned  to  Wayne  Co.,  after  repairing  his  uncle’s  mill.  Gideon  sold  his 
half  interest  to  a  nephew,  David  Creitz,  William’s  cousin.  They  began  to  pros¬ 
per  then  Gideon  wanted  the  mill  back.  He  persisted  and  later  with  threats 
that  became  very  unpleasant.  William,  not  wanting  trouble  as  peace  and  hap¬ 
piness  were  worth  more  to  him  than  the  profit  in  the  business,  sold  his  half  in¬ 
terest  to  his  uncle,  receiving  nothing  for  his  hard  work  in  repairing  the  mill.  Re¬ 
turning  to  Marshall  Co.,  he  purchased  the  mill  site  of  320  acres,  from  his 
brothers.  William  was  a  natural,  practical,  skilled  mechanic  and  clever  in  de¬ 
vising  ways  and  means.  The  upper  lake  had  the  larger  number  of  springs.  He 
purchased  the  water  rights  along  the  lake  and  moved  the  dam  to  the  north  of 
the  center  of  the  lake  and  created  a  13  ft.  fall;  then  planted  willow  trees  across 
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the  banks  so  the  roots  would  hold  the  earth  secure.  In  1861  he  erected  a  three 
story  flour  and  grist  mill  at  Sligo. 

Some  of  the  wheels  were  of  wood  with  cogs  of  hickory.  They  could  be 
replaced  at  will.  The  large  water  wheel,  all  of  wood,  was  made  by  hand.  He 
owned  240  acres  of  timber  land  east  of  Maxinkuckee  Lake,  and  a  saw  mill. 
He  moved  the  saw  mill  west  of  the  flour  mill  and  operated  the  two  by  water 
power,  but  soon  used  steam  power  for  the  saw  mill,  employing  the  forge's  most 
powerful  hammerman  as  fireman.  He  did  custom  grist  and  flour  milling  and 
sawing  lumber  for  the  entire  community.  He  hauled  his  products  by  horses  and 
wagon  to  Plymouth  and  surrounding  towns. 

He  sawed,  gratis,  all  the  lumber  for  the  Twin  Lakes  Reformed  church  three 
miles  east;  also  for  Trinity  Evangelical  church,  one  and  one  half  miles  east,  and 
the  St.  Paul’s  Reformed  church  at  Plymouth.  Besides  he  donated  lumber  to  all 
the  churches.  His  wife  gave  cash  for  St.  Paul’s  as  a  donation  from  her  mother's 
estate  and  in  her  memory. 

Young  men  heard  of  William’s  wrestling  ability  at  Wolf  Creek  and  would 
come  to  the  mill  and  want  to  wrestle  with  him.  He  did  not  care  for  that  as  he 
had  plenty  of  work  to  use  his  time  and  strength.  One  day  a  man  of  21  years 
of  age  came.  William  did  not  care  to  be  bothered  but  the  young  man  would 
not  take  no  for  an  answer.  William  told  him  he  would  take  him  down  and  tie 
him.  The  young  man  bet  ten  dollars  he  could  not.  William  took  up  his  bet 
and  the  man  backed  out.  Then  William  told  him  he  would  do  it  for  nothing 
so  he  threw  him  and  piled  sacks  of  wheat  on  top  of  him.  William  went  about 
his  work  on  the  other  side  of  the  mill.  After  the  man  got  up,  he  was  not  satis¬ 
fied  and  followed  him,  and  wanted  to  try  it  over  where  there  were  no  sacks. 
William  threw  him  the  second  time  and  took  him  over  to  the  other  side  of  the 
mill  and  again  covered  him  with  wheat  sacks  and  left  him  there  until  willing  to 
give  up.  It  hurt  his  pride  so  that  he  never  came  back  to  the  mill. 

Another  man  claiming  to  be  an  expert  wrestler  having  heard  of  the  incident 
came  and  wanted  to  try  William  out.  William  told  him  he  could  stand  him  on 
his  head  and  bump  his  brains  out  on  the  floor.  He  would  not  believe  it,  and 
wrestle  he  must.  William  threw  him  down  and  stood  him  on  his  head  and  held 
him  there  until  he  was  willing  to  admit  William  was  the  best  man. 

William's  cousin,  David,  Delaware  Co.,  Ind.,  apprenticed  the  milling  trade 
of  William.  He  had  a  talent  for  drawing.  At  spare  time  he  would  have  lead 
pencil  and  draw  on  the  mill  walls.  On  the  flour  chest  he  drew  a  deer  running. 
On  the  wall  above  the  chest  like  a  picture  frame  was  a  likeness  of  himself  sitting 
in  a  chair  which  was  more  natural  than  a  photograph  we  have.  His  nephew, 
John,  son  of  David,  worked  in  the  saw  mill  when  business  was  rushing.  His 
wife’s  nephew,  James  Kreiter,  of  Lititz,  Pa.,  worked  in  the  flour  mill  a  number 
of  years  and  her  brother,  David  Grossman,  apprenticed  the  milling  trade.  No 
one  was  in  need  of  a  time  piece  to  know  the  Old  Year  was  passing  out  and  the 
New  Year  was  entering  as  William  would  be  at  the  foot  of  the  four  Twin  Lakes 
with  anvil  and  powder  and  for  miles  the  “Bomb”  was  heard. 

The  man  that  carried  U.  S.  mail  from  Plymouth  kept  it  in  his  home  until 
called  for.  On  Oct.  10,  1864  the  ninth  district  of  LaPorte,  Ind.,  at  camp 
Michigan  City,  William  Zehner  was  called  for  service  in  the  civil  W3r;  Kline  G. 
Shyrock  captain  and  provost  marshall.  He  was  refused  for  army  service  for 
poor  front  teeth,  but  some  of  the  others  he  possessed  at  death. 
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During  the  civil  war  the  ninth  congressional  district  of  Indiana  was  named 
“Bloody  Ninth”  from  the  fact  that  so  many  members  of  the  “Bloody  Ninth” 
regiment  of  Indiana,  in  the  civil  war,  lived  in  the  counties  they  represented.  An 
appalling  number  of  these  men  were  killed  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  The  dis¬ 
trict  covered  14  counties  and  included  the  seven  counties  comprising  the  old  13th 
congressional  district  of  Indiana.  In  1864  a  man  moved  from  Ohio  and  brought 
a  buggy  that  William  bought.  It  was  the  only  one  in  the  township.  He  erected 
a  two  story  shop  where  wagons  and  carriages  were  built.  He  found  a  ready 
market  for  all  the  output.  The  blacksmith  shop  was  convenient  to  many,  and 
the  children,  as  they  trooped  to  and  from  the  school,  lingered  in  front  of  the 
door.  He  made  barrel  hoops  one  year. 

On  July  19,  1884,  William  Zehner  and  Martin  Alexander  Eisenhour,  a 
blacksmith,  were  given  a  patent  on  a  universal  cultivator  which  they  manufac¬ 
tured.  He  employed  men  to  raise  live  stock  and  farm.  He  never  plowed,  only 
in  garden  and  potato  patch  near  the  house.  He  could  not  plow  a  straight  fur¬ 
row.  He  raised  many  grapes  on  the  hillside  between  the  mill  and  the  house 
and  had  a  large  orchard. 

“Furrowed  Fields” 

Did  you  ever  walk  along  beside  a  field 

That's  just  been  freshly  furrowed,  row  by  row? 

Did  you  think  of  all  the  power  there  concealed 

And  the  beauty  soon  to  come  as  farmers  sow? 

Oh  the  fragrance  in  the  air  from  up-turned  sod. 

The  inspiration  in  a  furrowed  field: 

The  urge  of  nature  that  comes  direct  from  God. 

That  makes  the  human  heart  in  contact  yield. 

—  (Sylvia  Reiss  Jones.) 

William  served  four  terms,  eight  years  as  West  Twp.,  trustee  and  as  land  ap¬ 
praiser  a 5  long  as  he  lived  in  West  Twp. 

The  Terre  Haute,  Logansport,  Indiana  railroad,  called  Vandalia,  and  now 
owned  by  the  Pennsylvania  line,  built  a  trestle  bridge  of  wooden  piles  between 
the  east,  first  and  second  of  the  Twin  Lakes.  Later  they  filled  this  up,  and  made 
a  grading.  A  tiling  was  to  be  laid  under  it,  so  that  the  two  waters  might  con¬ 
nect.  The  upper  lake  had  the  larger  number  of  springs,  but  through  a  mistake 
in  the  engineering,  the  tiling  was  to  one  side  and  too  high.  It  was  of  no  avail 
and  this  reduced  the  power  that  propelled  the  mill  wheel.  William  started 
litigation,  1891,  and  was  three  times  in  the  supreme  and  appellate  courts.  He 
was  granted  judgment  of  $1300.00  against  the  road.  In  1896  the  supreme 
court  granted  the  railroad  another  trial  owing  to  an  unsettled  technicality,  and 
in  1897  William  was  awarded  damages  to  the  extent  of  $3875.  A  plea  for  a 
new  trial  was  made  by  the  railroad  for  the  next  term  of  court.  William  re¬ 
ceived  $4000.00  damages.  Having  assumed  the  mortgage  of  Solomon’s  Eel 
River  mill  at  Pcttysville,  Ind.,  he  employed  a  miller  and  his  two  sons.  Sylves¬ 
ter  and  Cyrus  were  there  much  of  the  time.  William  traveled  back  and  forth. 
On  one  trip,  to  look  after  the  dam,  he  drove  a  team  and  bob  sled,  and  placed  a 
wagon  on  top.  To  return  home,  he  reversed  the  vehicles. 

It  was  a  large  expense  to  operate  the  Eel  river  mill  and  to  keep  the  dam  in  re¬ 
pair  against  the  spring  freshets  besides  consuming  much  of  William's  time. 
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Roller  mills  were  gaining  place  so  he  sold  the  ground  and  reserved  the  machin¬ 
ery.  Afterward  he  purchased  a  mill  at  Plymouth  and  to  remodel  it  into  a  roller 
mill  he  hauled  the  machinery  there  and  used  the  large  iron  water  wheel  and  a 
part  of  the  machinery. 

WHAT  THE  WATER  TOLD  THE  MILLER 

There’s  many  a  little  country  mill, 

Which  takes  its  power  from  a  dancing  rill 
That  gathers  its  drops  from  vale  and  hill. 

The  drops  are  frisky,  and  while  they  lurk 
In  the  old  mill  race,  they  fret  for  work; 

We're  as  useless  here  as  a  bigamous  Turk. 

Why  don’t  you  let  us  turn  the  wheel 
And  grind  the  wheat  and  the  corn  to  meal, 

As  we  did  of  yore  with  a  joyous  thrill? 

Alas!  cried  the  miller,  'twould  gladden  my  heart. 

To  grant  your  petition  in  every  part. 

But  the  grain  goes  by  to  another  mart. 

The  miller  below  has  put  in  rolls, 

And  the  miller  below  gets  all  the  tolls, 

“Persimmons  are  knocked  by  the  longest  poles.’’ 

With  a  power  so  light  and  a  purse  so  slim, 

There's  no  way  out  of  the  fix  I'm  in; 

For  I  cannot  remodel  the  dear  old  thing. 

But  the  drops  of  water  have  traveled  long 
All  over  the  world  with  a  beautiful  song. 

Of  hope  and  courage  for  the  sons  of  men. 

They  are  touched  at  sight  of  the  miller’s  woe, 

And  they  cried  aloud,  why  don't  you  do 
As  others  have  done,  who  were  sad  like  you? 

'  Why  don’t  you  buy  a  One  Break  Mill? 

It  will  bring  you  the  trade;  we  know  it  will, 

And  we  are  enough  to  turn  the  wheel. 

From  North  to  South,  from  East  to  West, 

As  we  wander  back  to  the  ocean’s  breast, 

The  One  Break  Mills  have  stood  the  test. 

Go  open  your  gate  and  let  us  away, 

We  have  work  to  do  and  dare  not  stay. 

Thanks!  Thanks!  Now  a  rush  for  liberty. 

As  the  surging  waters  leap  and  flow 
To  turn  the  wheels  of  the  mill  below, 

They  echo  the  song,  “Why  don’t  you  go?’’ 

“Why  don’t  you  go  for  a  One  Break  Mill, 

And  not  go  moping  until  you  are  ill?” 

And  the  miller  exclaimed,  “By  George,  I  will!’’ 

( — Oliver  Whittier  Shortfellow.) 
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William  was  not  much  given  to  jesting  about  trifling  matters.  “My  George," 
was  the  only  slang  we  ever  heard  him  utter  and  that  was  on  rare  occasions  when 
in  a  surprised  or  jolly  mood.  He  was  a  quiet  man  and  when  angry,  he  had 
nothing  to  say. 

Note. — The  man  that  demolished  the  Sligo  mill  never  knew  there  were 
such  large  trees  grew  in  Indiana,  for  A  No.  1  lumber  and  the  width  of  fine  wal¬ 
nut  and  popular  timber  that  it  contained. 

The  conservationist  of  Marshall  Co.,  cut  all  the  willows  down  that  had 
preserved  the  west  banks  of  the  lake,  they  constructed  a  high  outlet  of  cement 
where  the  first  dam  had  been  to  retain  the  water  which  retains  the  rotted  lake 
growth.  They  widened  the  road,  made  a  monument  of  cobble  stones  with  con¬ 
crete  with  a  bronze  plate  “Sponsored  by  the  Twin  Lakes  Conservation  Club — 
1935."  Completed  July  28,  1936.  Cost  $20,000. 

*  *  *  * 

REMINISCENT 

A  few.  reminiscences  of  the  home  life  of  William  Zehner.and  the  children's 
happy  free  life,  which  may  be  an  example  of  any  of  the  ancestor’s  private  life 
whose  profession  was  the  milling  industry.  Of  the  fifth  generation  of  Zehners, 
they  reveled  in  the  joy  of  farm  and  village  country  life,  with  their  interest 
centered  around  grist  mills  and  saw  mills,  each  child  was  taught  to  work,  but 
compared  to  William's  youth  the  work  was  play,  as  William's  time  outside  of 
wrestling  for  fun,  was  mostly  work.  In  later  years  he  was  a  diligent  reader 
of  the  Millers  Journal  and  The  Weekly  Democratic  paper,  both  subjects  of 
which  he  was  well  versed. 

The  only  entertainment  was  singing  school  with  the  use  of  the  Buckwheat 
notes.  Elizabeth  was  not  interested  in  the  school  as  Michael  was  the  instruc¬ 
tor.  She  had  little  leisure  for  visiting,  but  all  the  young  ladies  of  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  came  to  her  home  to  meet  her  six  brothers,  so  their  home  became  the 
community  center.  William  never  paid  much  attention  to  girls,  he  had  little 

leisure  and  was  a  close  companion  to  mother  who  called  him  Willie  to  the 

age  of  forty-eight  when  she  passed  away,  he  was  always  deeply  concerned  when 
she  was  ailing. 

One  August  Sunday  William  fell  in  love  at  first  sight  with  a  neatly  dressed 
lady — medium  tall,  slim,  with  grey  eyes,  an  abundance  of  black  glossy  hair 
parted  in  the  center,  red  flushed  cheeks  that  the  natives  of  Pennsylvania  possess 
• — who  came  to  their  home.  William  had  loaned  money  to  her  brother  with 
which  to  buy  a  horse,  the  interest  was  due  on  the  note,  he  invited  his  wife  and 
sister  to  accompany  him  to  Wolf  Creek  to  pay  the  interest.  The  young  lady 
was  a  button-hole  maker  in  the  finest  of  suits  in  the  largest  tailor  shop  at  Lan¬ 
caster,  Pa.  She  could  not  make  up  her  mind  if  she  were  enough  in  love  to 

marry  a  certain  young  attorney  so  she  Came  to  Indiana  to  spend  the  summer 

with  her  brother  and  in  the  meantime  to  make  up  her  mind  if  to  marry. 

Her  brother  kept  telling  her  she  should  meet  the  young  miller  at  Wolf  Creek 
who  was  tall,  medium  weight,  very  fair  complected,  blue  eyes,  light  brown 
hair,  with  whiskers  that  outlined  the  face,  but  William  was  a  stay-at-home,  and 
now  just  the  day  before  she  planned  to  return  home  the  opportunity  came  to 
meet  this  fair,  hard-working  young  man.  The  three  crossed  the  yellow  river 
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in  a  boat,  walked  the  distance  of  one  mile  to  the  miller’s  home  to  pay  the  in¬ 
terest  on  the  borrowed  money.  When  William  and  Margaret  met  it  was  mu¬ 
tual  love  at  first  sight.  William  accompanied  them  home  and  persuaded  her 
to  prolong  her  visit  which  she  did.  It  was  a  short  courtship,  both  were  of  age, 
each  had  trade  and  financial  status.  In  their  day,  courting  was  carried  on  every 
two  weeks  of  a  Saturday  evening  not  later  than  the  stroke  of  twelve.  One 
week-end  William  was  at  LaPorte,  Ind.,  on  business,  a  distance  of  thirty  miles, 
he  missed  the  train  home  and  to  keep  the  engagement  he  walked  on  the  railroad 
track.  By  the  time  he  reached  Plymouth  he  was  so  tired  that  his  limbs  became 
stiff  and  he  could  not  walk  the  remaining  five  miles  to  the  country  home. 

On  Margaret’s  twenty-second  birthday,  November  15,  1858,  he  gave  her 
a  gift  of  a  ring  of  gold  with  a  flat  top  formed  like  a  four-leaf  clover,  a  Jules 
Mathew  solid  gold  watch,  the  front  lid  decorated  with  a  girl’s  head  wearing  a 
tyra  with  small  diamonds,  the  back  lid  had  a  diamond  in  the  center;  the  watch 
still  keeps  good  time.  The  long  chain  was  a  fourth  of  an  inch  wide  made  o-f 
small  links  closely  woven.  The  key,  breast  pin,  long  ear  rings  in  two  parts  all 
matched  the  coral  set  in  the  key.  Margaret  again  planned  to  return  to  her 
widowed  mother’s  farm  home,  the  house  built  of  stone  forty  by  fifty-five  feet 
with  two  and  a  half  stories.  It  had  flowing  water  both  in  front  and  back  of 
the  house.  It  is  now  occupied  to  build  wings  for  aeroplanes.  The  barn  was 
also  built  of  stone  forty  by  fifty  feet  and  was  built  in  1849. 

Her  ancestors;  there  were  three  brothers  of  Swiss  parentage  who  came  to  the 
U.  S.  from  Berlin,  Germany.  One  of  them  settled  near  Lancaster,  Pa.  He 
was  a  farmer,  Michael  Grossman,  born  January  22,  1748,  died  October  7, 
1810,  aged  62  years,  8  months  and  15  days. 

His  son  John,  born  July  17,  1778,  died  September  21,  1831,  aged  53 
years,  2  months  and  4  days;  buried  on  the  farm  where  his  father  was  buried 
two  miles  west  of  Lititz.  He  married  Magdalena  Kamerer,  born  May  5,  1780, 
died  January  4,  1865,  aged  84  years,  7  months,  29  days,  buried  at  Kisselhill 
church  cemetery  which  is  one  mile  south  of  Lititz. 

Margaret’s  father,  Jacob  Grossman,  born  September  4,  1804,  died  July  13, 
1857,  aged  52  years,  10  months,  9  days.  He  married  Mary  Landis,  born 
May  4,  1804,  died  September  10,  1884,  aged  80  years,  4  months,  6  days, 
buried  in  Kisselhill  cemetery.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  Landis  who  was 
born  April  18,  1779,  died  January  23,  1858,  aged  78  years,  7  months,  5  days. 
He  married  Margaret  Snavely  Landis,  born  August  19,  1783,  died  September 
25,  1855,  aged  72  years,  1  month,  6  days.  Margaret  was  the  fifth  child  of  ten 
children. 

As  the  time  neared  for  Margaret  to  return  home,  William  thought  it  best 
to  accompany  her.  The  custom  of  the  day  was  that  people  were  married  in  a 
good  hotel.  In  like  manner  Margaret  and  William’s  marriage  occurred  in  a 
hotel  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  on  William’s  27th  "birthday,  December  9,  1858,  with 
the  double  ring  ceremony.  It  was  solemnized  in  the  presence  of  relatives  and 
friends  at  the  hands  of  a  Lutheran  minister,  the  Rev.  Rosenmiller.  All  were 
served  dinner  at  the  hotel  and  a  photograph  was  taken,  a  copy  of  which  appears 
in  this  volume. 

The  bride’s  dress,  a  blue  color  shaded  inch  plaid  silk  with  pin  striped  of 
red,  green,  white,  and  black.  The  sleeves  were  long  and  flowing  with  an  inner 

One  Hundred  Fifty-seven 


THE  FIRST  ZEHNER-HOPPES  FAMILY  HISTORY 


white  puffed  sleeve  from  the  elbow,  tight  wrist  bands  which  were  hand  em¬ 
broidered.  The  dress  was  trimmed  in  blue  velvet  ribbon  and  long  velvet  but¬ 
tons,  the  shape  of  fuchsia.  A  wrist  ornament  of  blue  ribbon  made  into  a 
pompon  and  white  kid  gloves.  She  carried  a  fifteen-inch  hand-embroidered 
handkerchief,  a  coin  purse  of  black  enamel  inlaid  with  mother  of  pearl.  She 
wore  a  hat  shaped  of  white  dotted  silk  faced  with  valley  lillies,  pink  buds,  and 
roses,  very  fine  blue  feathers  tipped  with  pearl  beads,  on  each  side  bows  made 
of  four-inch  ribbon  with  ties  that  extended  to  the  waist.  A  three-quarter 
length  seal  skin  coat.  The  second  day  dress  was  of  green  plaid  silk  trimmed  in 
ornamental  glass  buttons. 

The  groom  wore  a  tailor  made  suit  of  very  fine  black  broadcloth  Prince 
Albert  coat.  The  vest  was  of  silk  brocaded  velvet.  The  trousers  were  lined 
throughout  the  top  and  pockets  piped  in  green;  the  pockets  were  square  tops 
that  buttoned  shut;  he  wore  a  black  tie,  plug  hat,  all  of  which  are  still  in  the 
family  chest.  The  wedding  ring  with  a  ruby  surrounded  by  pearls,  breast  pin, 
long  earrings,  in  two  parts — a  set  in  each  to  match, — a  solid  gold  chain  and 
locket  containing  a  photograph  of  each  which  in  later  years  was  stolen.  Her 
wedding  ring  slipped  off  with  her  glove  and  was  concealed  there  for  ten  years. 
Living  in  a  new  county,  raising  a  family,  there  was  no  place  to  wear  white  kid 
gloves.  The  honeymoon  was  short.  Within  a  short  time  they  left  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  for  his  Indiana  home  which  was  their  honeymoon  trip. 

They  immediately  settled  down  to  housekeeping  in  the  home  of  William’s 
mother  who  was  a  real  mother  to  her  and  Elizabeth,  a  sister,  where  their  first 
son  Jacob  was  born.  William  was  doing  well  in  his  mill  when  they  went  to 
Wayne  County;  another  son,  Sylvester  Victor,  was  born.  Margaret  became 
homesick.  In  1861  they  returned  to  Marshall  County,  to  Sligo,  West  Town¬ 
ship.  The  house  was  a  frame  building  painted  white;  the  rooms  were  large 
with  the  woodwork  all  in  black  walnut.  On  the  first  floor  from  the  windows 
to  the  base  board;  it  was  paneled  solid  around  all  the  rooms.  There  was  a 
well  on  each  side  of  the  house,  a  large  cistern,  and  a  dinner  bell  that  had  a  good 
tone  for  hungry  men.  To  the  west  of  the  house  was  a  work  room  with  a 
garret  as  large  as  most  people's  houses,  this  work  room  was  used  for  a  summer 
kitchen.  Laundry,  apples  prepared  for  apple  butter,  saurkraut  made,  butcher¬ 
ing  and  meat  cared  for,  tallow  candles  molded,  they  made  soft  and  hard  cakes 
of  soap.  There  was  a  partition  for  wood  storage  with  double  doors  to  drive 
in  and  a  partition  at  the  north  where  the  ice  was  stored  for  the  summer  months. 
There  was  a  smoke  house  to  the  north  of  the  house  where  smudge  was-  made  of 
hickory  wood.  In  summer  fruits  and  vegetables  were  dried. 

They  had  planned  to  train  the  family,  William  the  sons,  and  Margaret  the 
daughters,  but  they  learned  by  experience  that  there  were  many  things  they  had 
not  planned  for.  First  there  was  to  be  no  family  names  given  to  their  chil¬ 
dren,  so  that  when  the  child’s  name  was  called  all  would  know  who  was  being 
called.  The  first  son,  Jacob,  was  named  for  Margaret's  father.  Sylvester 
Victor  had  a  name  all  of  his  own.  He  was  quiet  and  interested  in  reading, 
especially  hunting  stories.  The  first  child  born  at  the  Sligo  home  was  named 
Cyrus  William.  The  third  son  carried  his  father's  name  as  does  a  grand  and 
great-grandson.  Cyrus  was  a  born  comedian  and  he  liked  to  whistle,  sing,  and 
whittle  in  wood  and  shells.  The  first  daughter,  Mary  Alcesta,  received  the 
name  of  Margaret’s  mother;  she  was  the  most  mischievous  and  punishment  did 
not  discourage  her. 
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Then  William  and  Margaret  realized  that  it  would  take  their  combined 
efforts  to  raise  their  family.  When  Saloma  Rebecca,  the  fifth  child  named  for 
William’s  mother  and  two  aunts,  came,  they  decided  they  were  going  to  train 
her  from  babyhood;  but  she  was  quiet,  meek,  and  contented  herself  by  sucking 
her  thumb.  Salena  Margaret  was  named  after  the  minister’s  wife  and  her  own 
mother.  She  grew  to  be  a  loveable  child,  girl,  and  young  lady  that  all  loved. 
She  often  said  she  never  fit  in  any  place  because  the  four  oldest  children’s  com¬ 
pany  was  too  old  for  her  and  the  younger  children’s  company  was  too  young, 
but  she  was  the  tie  that  bound  them  together  and  in  school  she  was  always 
such  a  good  peace  maker. 

Seven,  the  Bible  number  for  perfection,  represents  the  immeasurable  and  in¬ 
expressible  gifts  of  God  in  souls  incarnate.  Truly  we  sing  with  Mary,  Luke 
1:46,  “My  soul  doth  magnify  the  Lord.  And  my  spirit  hath  rejoiced  in  God 
my  Saviour.”  The  seventh  child  was  named  Ellen  Priscilla  after  a  friend, 
Ellen  Miller.  She  had  the  countenance  of  William  and  the  manner  of  Mar¬ 
garet.  There  was  one  thing  that  checked  Ellen  and  that  was  the  fact  that  she 
was  afraid  of  feathers  and  wherever  she  was  not  to  go  a  feather  was  placed;  in 
front  of  the  stairs  and  hot  stoves.  It  was  easy  to  get  feathers  as  there  were  four 
Pea  fouls  and  many  geese.  Adam  Zehner’s  favorite  Psalm  91:4,  “He  shall 
cover  thee  with  his  feathers  and  under  his  wings  shalt  thou  trust’’  was  no 
comfort  to  Ellen;  neither  was  the  picture  of  angels  with  wings. 

The  youngest  son,  Jesse  Ambrose,  was  named  after  the  minister  and  being 
the  baby  of  the  family  he  had  the  whole  family  to  spoil  him.  William  would 
sit  with  his  legs  crossed  and  place  the  children  in  front  of  his  foot,  then  he 
would  hold  their  hands,  jolt  them  up  and  down  and  sing,  “Rida,  rida  a  geila, 
alia  sthuna  a  mila,  moerga  Vella  mier  hauven  dresha,  so  sol  die  geila  feuden 
fressa.”  In  English  it  is  “Ride,  ride  a  horse  every  hour  a  mile,  in  the  morning 
we  want  to  thresh  oats,  so  the  horse  has  food  to  eat.’’ 

William  and  Margaret  each  had  a  German  and  English  education.  It  was 
an  English  speaking  community  and  they  tried  to  keep  the  children  home  to 
speak  the  German  language  but  when  they  were  of  school  age  this  was  a  prob¬ 
lem.  The  youngest  son  was  never  taught  the  Swiss-Pennsylvania  Dutch  while 
the  oldest  son  made  good  use  of  his  Dutch  as  while  the  men  working  for  him 
in  the  saw  mill  did  not  speak  the  Dutch,  they  understood  it  better  than  the 
English. 

The  day  began  with  family  worship,  then  breakfast  was  served  and  while 
the  dishes  were  being  washed  Bible  verses  and  Catechism  was  committed  to 
memory  as  well  as  singing  the  gospel  hymns.  There  was  noise  and  little  music 
from  rattle  bones  to  Juise  and  mouth  harps,  William’s  drum,  Margaret’s  ac- 
cordian,  still  in  the  family  chest.  Sylvester’s  and  Cyrus’  violin  and  the  girls' 
voices  and  organ  lessons.  With  all  the  noise,  William  said  he  had  raised  his 
father  and  his  own  family,  but  the  grand-children  made  so  much  more  noise 
than  they  had  made. 

If  too  much  noise,  William’s  “come,  come,  children’’  quieted  them,  not 
that  they  feared  him,  but  “yes,”  and  “no”  were  real  words  in  his  vocabulary. 
If  disputes  arose  he  punished  both  culprits,  so  the  family  was  trained  to  live 
together  peaceably.  While  the  girls  were  playing  with  hoops  and  long  dresses, 
it  was  fun  to  sew  carpet  rags  for  grandmother,  but  when  it  came  to  piecing  quilt 
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blocks  they  had  to  be  ripped  so  often,  and  did  it  over  so  many  times,  they  never 
were  finished  until  they  began  their  hope  boxes.  Everyone  wore  sunbonnets  so 
as  not  to  become  tanned  and  get  freckles. 

The  boys  were  busy  making  their  tops,  pop  guns,  bows  and  arrows  and 
kites,  training  dogs  to  draw  wagons;  calves  were  trained  to  yokes  for  oxen; 
colts  were  tried  for  riding;  they  raised  white  rabbits.  The  children  were  run¬ 
ning  all  over  and  jumping  logs,  tumbling  in  fresh  sawdust  with  the  music  of 
the  saw  in  their  ears.  When  the  saw  mill  was  not  in  operation,  the  girls  of 
the  neighborhood  played  in  the  saw  shed  catching  minnows,  learning  to  fish 
in  the  race;  taking  their  first  lessons  in  swimming. 

But  the  mill  was  the  center  or  high  spot  and  every  baby  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  was  placed  in  the  grain  hopper  for  psychological  effect  on  a  light  case  of 
whooping  cough.  On  rainy  days  the  third  floor  of  the  mill  was  used  for  play¬ 
ing  hide  and  seek  in  the  grain  bins.  In  one  corner  of  the  mill  they  had  to¬ 
bacco  and  staple  groceries  with  a  barrel  of  crackers  which  they  lunched  from. 
In  winter  the  sport  was  to  coast  on  the  hill,  taking  overshoes  off  to  skate  on  the 
lake,  and  getting  their  toes  nipped;  then  go  to  the  mill  office  and  while  warm¬ 
ing,  parch  sweet  corn,  crack  nuts,  play  games.  Then  all  the  dirt  and  muss 
was  soon  swept  up.  Each  child  had  his  task,  the  most  dreaded  of  which  was 
churning.  The  greatest  sport  was  horse-back  riding  and  the  girls  were  about  as 
proficient  as  the  boys  in  this  sport. 

As  the  Zehner  ancestors  were  fond  of  hunting  they  passed  it  on  to  their 
sons.  William  was  good  shooting  on  the  wing,  many  a  chicken  hawk  that 
flew  on  the  barn  was  shot  from  the  kitchen  door.  At  the  early  age  of  his 
sons,  William  purchased  the  boys  a  small,  single-barrel  muzzle  loaded  gun. 
He  sawed  the  stock  off  to  fit  their  size  and  taught  them  to  be  careful  in  handling 
a  gun  as  he  said  a  gun  was  dangerous  without  locks,  stock  or  barrel.  Beneath 
the  barrel  they  carried  a  ram  rod  for  loading  which  was  made  of  hickory  stick 
which  parents  sometimes  used  on  delinquent  child.  In  1900  a  neighbor  shot 
an  American  Eagle  with  a  wing  spread  of  6^4  feet.  Across  the  street  north 
from  the  house,  was  a  log  school  house.  The  land  it  stood  on  was  given  for¬ 
ever  for  school  ground  but  no  deed  was  made.  Later  a  frame  school  house 
was  erected  that  stood  on  the  same  ground.  All  the  furniture  was  made  by  car¬ 
penters.  It  was  the  simplest  of  district  school  houses,  but  a  big  improvement 
over  the  former  log  building.  It  was  plain  and  inviting.  Later  a  man  pur¬ 
chased  the  land  and  erected  a  wagon  shop,  where  the  school  house  stood;  he 
wanted  to  build  a  store  and  ordered  the  school  building  removed.  The  trustee 
was  a  Dunkard  and  he  would  not  have  the  court  quiet  the  title  for  the  school 
and  it  had  to  be  removed.  William  then  offered  a  half  acre  of  his  land  west 
of  his  orchard  and  the  school  house  was  moved  there.  All  of  William’s  chil¬ 
dren  attended  this  school. 

There  were  three  terms  of  school,  fall,  winter,  and  spring.  The  large  boys 
tried  to  have  the  corn  husked  in  time  to  attend  the  winter  term.  They  called 
school  by  a  hand  bell.  Men  teachers  usually,  the  first  day,  brought  half  a 
dozen  hickory  whips,  which  were  five  feet  long,  and  placed  them  in  the  corner 
by  the  black  board  just  before  school  was  called  to  order.  The  Dunkard  teach¬ 
ers  always  opened  school  by  reading  a  chapter  from  the  Bible  and  a  prayer. 
The  teacher  had  no  special  preparation;  the  schools  were  not  graded.  They 
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used  Independent  geography  and  readers  by  J.  Madison  Watson  and  later 
changed  to  McGuffey's  revised  edition  readers  and  his  Eclectic  spelling  book. 

Ray’s  arithmetic,  Harvey’s  English  grammar  and  Steele’s  physiology"  were 
used.  When  William  was  trustee  of  West  Township  he  had  belfries  built  and 
good  toned  bells  placed  upon  every  school  in  the  township.  The  Weslyan 
Methodist  church  held  all  their  services  in  the  school  house.  The  Twin  Lakes 
afforded  a  place  for  Baptismal  service.  Later  years  they  moved  the  parsonage 
north  of  the  school  house  and  built  a  church  of  it.  In  1861  the  nearest  church 
was  at  Plymouth.  East  of  Sligo  three  miles  there  was  a  thicker  settlement  and 
a  school  house.  Margaret,  with  others,  worked  to  establish  a  church  there. 
For  four  years  they  secured  ministers,  whoever  they  could  get  of  various  deno¬ 
minations.  The  Reformed  denomination  had  the  majority  of  votes  and  or¬ 
ganized  the  church.  Margaret  was  a  charter  member.  William  and  Margaret’s 
brother,  Henry  Grossman,  united  the  following  Sunday  on  Christmas  day. 
They  then  called  a  young  Reformed  minister,  just  out  of  college,  and  he  came, 
but  became  impatient  as  they  were  slow  to  build  a  church  and  went  away.  In 
1864  Rev.  Jesse  Schlosser  was  called.  He  was  older  and  had  had  experience, 
they  then  built  the  Twin  Lakes  Reformed  church,  dedicated  Christmas,  1865. 
This  church  had  two  separate  doors,  one  for  the  men  and  the  other  for  the 
women.  In  the  interior,  the  seats  were  divided  by  a  partition  through  the  cen¬ 
ter  so  that  men  and  women  were  separated  and  there  were  four  windows  on  each 
side.  There  was  a  high  pulpit  for  the  minister;  then  a  pulpit  level  to  the  floor 
for  the  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  and  the  choirister.  There  was 
also  a  small  library.  There  were  three  churches  in  the  charge,  Marmont,  now 
Culver,  Ind.,  Jacoby,  three  miles  east  of  Plymouth  and  Twin  Lakes  church. 

For  the  social  life  of  their  time  the  young  people  did  what  was  the  custom 
as  young  people  of  every  age  do  or  have  done.  Spelling  schools,  singing  schools 
and  apple-parings  were  the  “rage”  in  those  days. 

A  description  of  the  apple-paring  might  be  in  place  here.  The  first  part  of 
the  evening  was  spent  in  paring  apples  and  quartering  them  for  drying  and 
apple  butter.  After  the  kitchen  was  cleaned  up  (there  is  where  the  paring  was 
usually  done),  apple  pies  were  served.  Then  the  time  until  midnight  was  spent 
in  playing  games  and  probably  further  paring,  of  a  different  kind,  of  which 
modesty  may  have  failed  to  speak.  The  mode  of  going  to  these  meetings,  or 
parties,  was  to  walk,  ride  horse-back  or  go  in  a  big  wagon,  or  with  bob  sleds 
when  there  was  snow. 

To  the  young  people,  William’s  home  was  the  community  center  as  there 
were  four  young  people  of  their  own.  The  young  people  of  the  village  and 
township  planned  debates*  singing  schools,  practice  for  entertainments  for 
church  and  school,  and  sleighing  and  boating  parties. 

Once  a  year  Margaret  had  friends  to  quilting  bees,  comfort  knotting,  sew¬ 
ing  of  carpet  rags.  Chicken  dinner  were  served  with  all  the  trimmings  of  a 
holiday  meal.  Many  would  stay  for  hot  supper  as  the  children  of  the  whole 
neighborhood  came  when  school  was  dismissed  and  they  w.ere  served  supper. 
William's  home  was  always  a  home  of  the  open  door,  which  was  never  locked, 
and  no  one  was  ever  turned  away  hungry.  This  applied  from  the  tramp  to 
the  peddler,  and  book  agent.  To  protect  property,  William  thought  it  best 
to  know  where  they  slept.  If  any  one  was  having  grinding  to  be  done  at  the 
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mill  at  meal  time,  they  were  served.  William  was  trustee  and  many  came.  The 
county  superintendent  of  schools  would  stay  a  week  at  a  time  wrhile  visiting 
each  school  in  the  township.  Came  also  the  ministers,  not  only  of  their  own 
church  but  from  other  denominations.  No  wonder  Margaret  had  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  being  the  best  cook  in  the  county.  I  doubt  if  any  other  family  fed  as 
many  people  gratis  as  those  that  ate  of  her  cooking.  After  they  lived  at  Ply¬ 
mouth,  she  always  placed  an  extra  plate  on  the  table  for  dinner.  It  was  used 
oftener  than  not. 

Thus  physically,  socially,  financially,  and  spiritually,  at  Sligo,  the  Twin 
Lakes,  and  Wolf  Creek,  associations  have  played  a  very  important  part  in  our 
Jives.  The  conditions  are  nothing  like  they  were  then  while  time  has  wrought 
a  great  change.  The  greatest  change  is  marked  by  the  fact  that  very  few  friends 
we  knew  live  there,  as  no  other  spot  that  furnishes  us  more  food  to  refresh  our 
fond  memories  than  the  loved  spots  of  our  youth.  The  relatives  and  old 
friends  too,  that  we  associated  with  and  with  whom  we  grew  up  and  knew 
from  childhood  to  manhood  and  womanhood  are  still  to  our  memory  the  best 
friends  we  have  ever  had. 

Many  have  gone  to  the  home  where  some  day  by  the  Grace  of  God  we  hope 
to  meet  again.  As  we  meditate,  there  is  a  longing  for  the  companionship  of  old 
friends  who  have  been  scattered  as  by  the  four  winds  of  heaven.  Life  is  just 
a  memory.  Sometimes  it  brings  a  smile  and  sometimes  a  tear.  When  we  med¬ 
itate  on  these  things  it  arouses  our  fondest  memories  and  we  are  led  to  say  with 
the  Poet: 

"How  dear  to  my  heart  are  the  scenes  of  my  childhood, 

When  fond  recollections  present  them  to  view, — 

The  orchard,  the  meadow,  the  deep  tangled  wild  wood. 

And  every  fond  spot  which  my  infancy  knew." 

*  *  *  * 

THE  OLD  COUNTRY  MILL 
By  Eva  Alice 

Just  down  from  the  village  adjoining  the  woodland, 

At  the  foot  of  the  valley  beyond  the  green  hill. 

Stood  the  weather-worn  structure  so  antique  and  moss-grown — 
The  Town’s  benefactor — "The  Old  Country  Mill." 

How  pleasant  the  thoughts  that  gathered  around  it! 

How  oft  in  our  childhood  we'd  list  to  the  sound 

Of  its  rumbling  wheel, — the  world  call'd  it  "discord"; 

But  to  me,  what  sweet  music — each  time  it  went  round! 

How  inviting  the  shade  of  the  brooklet  beyond  it — 

Where  the  branches  kiss’d  o’er  the  clear  flowing  stream! 

How  sweet  were  the  wild  flowers  we  plucked  on  its  borders — 

It  seems  like  recalling  some  beautiful  dream! 

How  fair  was  the  silver-sheet  floating  its  treasures! 

How  oft  mid  those  bright  hours — in  days  long  ago, 

Have  we  plucked  the  white-lilies  arrayed  in  their  glory! 

For  beauty,  no  fairer  flower  doth  the  earth  know! 
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The  mill-pond,  the  lilies,  the  cresses  and  bushes, 

The  dam  where  the  water  rushed  down  on  the  wheel. 

Oh,  how  dear  were  they  all  in  life's  rosy  morning! 

Yet  how  sweetly  their  memories  over  us  steal! 

Time  bringeth  its  changes! — the  years  bear  us  onward; 

The  miller  lies  low,  and  the  wheel  it  is  still; 

The  harsh  sounds  of  the  axe,  long  hath  rung  through  the  forest, — 
And  gone,  ever  gone — is  “The  Old  Country  Mill!" 

Nay!  not  gone!  Though  by  some — with  the  past  it  is  numbered; 
Yet,  in  memory’s  halls  a  high  niche  it  doth  fill; 

Where,  as  long  e’en  as  though  shall  sweep  on  through  existence, 
Will  remain  the  dear  picture — “The  Old  Country  Mill!’’ 

*  *  *  * 

When  William  moved  to  Plymouth,  Michigan  street  was  called  Michigan 
road  with  its  chuck  holes,  board  side  walks,  and  few  street  lamps  with  just 
enough  gasoline  to  last  until  the  moon  came  up.  If  the  moon  did  not  shine  the 
streets  were  as  dark  as  the  country.  Most  of  the  homes  were  fenced.  On  the 
west  side  of  Michigan  road,  about  one  block  south  of  the  county  hospital,  was 
a  large  huckleberry  marsh  enclosed  with  a  board  fence  which  had  a  sign  “rattle 
snakes,  for  health  keep  out.’’  On  the  south  the  road  was  graded  down  because 
there  was  a  ravine  with  a  wooden  bridge,  one-fourth  of  a  block  from  Jackson 
street,  that  to  the  east  led  to  the  mill.  On  the  east  side  of  Michigan  road  at  the 
bridge  was  a  large  brick  tannery  with  a  flowing  well,  an  old  farm  house  near 
by.  Northeast  it  was  commons  to  the  dam.  At  the  St.  Paul  church  there  was 
the  same  minister  as  Twin  Lakes.  The  school  was  much  better,  but  there  was 
nothing  to  do.  There  was  nothing  to  occupy  the  time  so  many  drives  and 
horse  back  rides  were  taken  to  the  farm.  As  time  removed  the  Indian,  so  most 
of  the  old  land  marks  have  been  removed  as  Plymouth’s  population  grew  to 
5000  people. 

*  *  *  * 

MOTHER'S  HANDS 

I  sometimes  ponder,  one  by  one, 

On  all  the  work  those  hands  have  done. 

The  loaves  of  bread  which  they  have  mixed, 

The  tops  and  kites  they  made  and  “fixed,” 

The  bleeding  cuts  with  cobwebs  dressed — 

The  frozen  fingers  pressed — 

The  tired  limbs  composed  to  rest — 

The  tired  locks  so  gently  smoothed, 

The  burning  foreheads  laved  and  soothed. 

What  frocks  and  aprons  cut  and  fitted, 

What  garments  pieced,  and  stockings  knitted; 

What  merry  polkas,  Monday  morn, 

With  heaps  of  clothing  soiled  and  worn; 

Upon  the  sonorous  washboard  keys, 

The  suds  all  rainbow  symphonies! 
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Then  wrung,  and  rinsed  and  starched  and  dried 
And  ironed,  baking  bread  beside — 

Just  those  two  small,  brown,  knotted  hands! 

I  think  that  he  who  understands 
The  work  that  mother  has  to  do 
Could  not  be  aught  but  kind  and  true. 

If  all  the  cookies,  pies  and  cake, 

Which  those  two  hands  past  times  did  make, 

And  all  the  jellies  and  preserves 

That  taxed  her  time,  her  skill,  her  nerves, 

Could  join  the  pickles  and  the  jams, 

The  salted  meats  and  smoked  hams, 

Oh,  what  a  sight  for  children’s  eyes — 

Would  they  could  see  it  ere  she  dies! 

If  all  the  garments  which  she  planned 
And  cut  and  finished  all  “by  hand,” 

The  coats,  the  pants,  the  vests  and  shirts, 

The  dresses,  aprons,  sheets  and  skirts, 

Could,  with  her  carpets,  quilts  and  spreads, 

Her  pillows  and  her  feather  beds, 

Be  piled  before  astonished  eyes, 

I  think  they  would  obscure  the  skies. 

Poor  knotted  hands!  Life’s  sweetest  grace 

Can  find  no  witchery  to  efface 

Marks  of  self-bondage  which  did  hold, 

You  closer  than  your  ring  of  gold. 

And  when  your  countless  tasks  are  ended, 

And  all  life’s  broken  spots  are  mended, 

Its  ravelled  ends  all  found  and  knitted. 

Each  dropped  stitch  to  its  neighbor  fitted. 

And  you  lie  still  on  pulseless  breast, 

How  will  you  feel  the  joy  of  rest, 

Who  had  no  time  on  earth  to  keep, 

An  idle  hour,  except  in  sleep? 

— Selected. 
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Center  Township,  Marshall  County, 

Indiana — 1885 

PLYMOUTH  is  the  county  seat  of  Marshall  Co.,  Inch,  located  in  Center 
twp.  It  is  located  84  miles  east  of  Chicago,  at  the  intersection  of  high¬ 
ways  30  and  31,  5^4  miles  from  Wolf  Creek,  7  miles  from  the  Sligo,  West 
Twp.,  mill. 

Here  is  where  William  Zehner  purchased  his  fifth  mill;  a  four'  story  burr 
mill.  The  spring  freshets  washed  the  dam  out  every  year.  It  needed  a  Zehner 
with  experience  to  build  a  dam  to  withstand  the  waters  of  Yellow  river.  He 
did  this  and  replaced  the  burrs  with  rolls.  The  land  grant  is  of  1832. 

It  is  not  known  at  just  what  date  the  dam  was  built  at  Plymouth.  It  was 
later  by  twenty  years  than  the  Wolf  Creek  dam,  about  1840.  It  was  just  north 
of  the  then  village  of  Plymouth  that  Milburn  Coe  had  a  grist  and  saw  mill 
erected  down  the  race  some  distance.  The  ownership  was  transferred  many 
times  in  the  early  days.  James  V.  Bailey,  a  bachelor,  later  was  owner  of  half 
interest.  He  conceived  the  idea  in  1875,  that  by  sinking  a  well  to  the  proper 
depth  he  could  operate  a  turbine  wheel  with  it. 

Upon  driving  his  pipe  down  to  about  40  ft.  he  struck  a  strong  vein  of 
flowing  well  water  which  rose  above  the  surface  of  the  ground  about  4  ft.  He 
thought  by  putting  down  a  larger  pipe  the  volume  of  water  would  be  so  heavy 
it  could  not  rise  and  would  remain  where  it  was  when  the  larger  pipe  was  put 
down.  Then  he  sunk  a  14  in.  in  diameter  pipe  down  to  the  same  depth  as  before 
and  water  came  up  as  before,  and  so  continues  to  flow  to  the  present  time.  When 
tested  it  flowed  500  gal.  to  the  min.,  720,000  gal.  every  24  hr.,  and  contains 
magnetic  qualities.  A  preliminary  analysis  made  by  Prof.  Douglas  of  Ann  Ar¬ 
bor,  Mich,  university,  on  Aug.  6,  1876  shows  the  following  ingredients: 

“The  analysis  of  the  water  received  from  you  shows  the  presence  of  hydro¬ 
chloric  sulphuric  and  carbonic  acids,  lime  soda,  and  magnesia.  The  amount  of 
solid  matter  to  the  gal.  is  16.36  grains.” 

Later  years  the  water  was  analyzed  by  Dr.  Dudley  of  Altoona,  Pa.,  the 
Pa.  railroad  Co.  chemist  who  reported  it  entirely  safe  to  use  for  cooking:  and 
culinary  purposes,  containing  16.33  grains  per  gal.  of  total  solid  residue,  left  on 
evaporation,  consisting  principally  of  carbonates  and  sulphates  of  lime  and  mag¬ 
nesia.”  That  was  May  29,  1902  or  7.  In  summer  the  water  is  very  cold  but 
does  not  shock  the  system  like  ice  water.  In  the  winter  it  is  warm  and  steams. 
A  wooden  trough  carried  the  water  to  fall  on  the  water  wheel  to  keep  it  from 
freezing. 

My  husband  was  one  of  the  many  boys  that  amused  themselves  by  holding 
their  knives  in  the  well.  They  would  then  become  magnetized  and  draw  a 
needle  to  the  knife.  William  Zehner  discovered  a  small  well  near  his  forebay, 
20  ft.  west  of  the  large  well.  He  drove  a  pipe  down  38  ft.  He  used  a  3  in.  in 
diameter  pipe;  then  reduced  thepipe  to  1  in.  in  diameter  and  it  threw  the  water 
6  ft.  above  the  surface  of  the  ground.  He  thought  the  water  colder  and  liked 
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the  taste  better  than  that  of  the  large  well.  He  thought  the  water  had  healing 
power  and  bathed  his  eyes  and  face  the  year  around  each  morning.  They  car¬ 
ried  the  water  for  all  cooking  purposes.  He  had  two  wells  on  his  property  that 
he  never  piped.  There  were  four  wells  on  lots  adjoining  his  property.  One 
housed  in  a  bath  house;  another  was  in  a  large  brick  tannery. 

These  wells  constitute  a  part  of  the  great  flowing  well  system  formed  all 
over  the  city  of  Plymouth.  Many  families  had  their  own  flowing  wells.  After 
the  city's  driven  wells  and  pipes  were  placed,  residents  used  the  city  water.  They 
did  not  appreciate  the  flowing  wells  enough  for  beauty  to  keep  them  open.  The 
wells  were  not  only  over  the  city  but  constituted  a  part  of  the  great  flowing 
well  system  that  is  found  along  the  Yellow  river  valley  from  Plymouth  to  Lake 
Maxinkuckee.  No  city  could  be  better  supplied  with  the  purest  and  healthiest 
iron  water.  The  natural  drainage  of  the  city  is  almost  perfect.  The  streets 
today  are  lined  with  maple  trees.  Traveling  men  have  nick-named  it  as  the 
“Maple  City." 

The  city  is  surrounded  by  nearby  lakes.  Between  the  dam,  the  flowing 
well,  the  mill  race  and  the  river,  there  are  14  acres  of  ground  covered  with  large 
trees,  hawthorn  bushes,  vines  and  many  kinds  of  wild  flowers.  “Nature’s  own 
natural  garden,”  said  Daniel  McDonald,  editor  of  the  Plymouth  Democrat, 
who  took  a  walk  there  every  day.  He  believed  if  put  in  proper  order  it  would 
make  a  splendid  little  park  for  the  people  of  Plymouth.  After  getting  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  owners  of  the  ground  to  use  it  for  that,  purpose,  men  were  employed 
to  clean  up  the  grounds  which  was  done  in  excellent  order.  A  bridge  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  public  was  built  across  the  race,  south'  of  the  mill,  with 
board  side-walk  leading  to  the  street,  and  a  handsome  arbor  was  built  over  the 
flowing  well,  with  seats  that  were  all  around  the  inside.  Scats  were  also  placed 
in  various  locations  in  “Magnetic  Park”  as  it  was  called,  at  a  considerable  ex¬ 
pense,  all  of  which  was  paid  by  Mr.  McDonald.  He  hoped  that  the  City  of 
Plymouth  would  see  its  beauty  and  utility  and  would  arrange  to  secure  it  for 
park  purposes  and  to  take  care  of  it  as  such.  But  it  was  not  done,  thus  verify¬ 
ing  the  truth  of  the  old  Scotch  verse: 

“The  best  laid  schemes  o’  mice  and  men 
Gang  aft  agley, 

And  le’us  naught  but  grief  and  pain 
For  promised  joy.” 

The  park  has  always  been  a  very  popular  resort  during  the  summer  seasons, 
especially  for  Catholic  parochial  school  and  others  for  class  picnics.  It  was  a 
safe  place  for  children  to  play  and  of  a  Sunday  afternoon  townspeople  walked 
on  the  path  along  the  mill  race  to  the  dam,  which  was  called  lover’s  lane,  and 
returned  by  the  side  of  the  river.  Notwithstanding  it  had  been  much  neglected, 
it  was  a  charming  spot  and  appealed  to  Mr.  McDonald  greatly:  so  much  so 
that  before  he  bade  it  farewell,  he  was  inspired  to  write  the  following  poem: 

*  *  *  * 

THE  OLD  MILL  DAM 

(To  an  Imaginary  Sweetheart  of  Mine) 

Do  you  remember  the  old  Mill  Dam 
And  the  path  where  we  went  roaming. 

Where  at  eventide  when  all  was  calm 
We  wandered  alone  in  the  gloaming? 
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Where  the  hawthorn  bush  with  ivy  clinging 
Furnished  shade  from  the  noonday  sun, 

As  we  listened  to  music  the  birds  were  singing 
While  our  own  loving  hearts  beat  as  one? 

t 

And  do  you  remember  the  old  flowing  well, 

'Neath  the  willow  tree’s  long  bending  bows, 

Where  our  stories  of  love  we  often  did  tell 
And  pledged  our  most  sacred  vows? 

And  the  dear  little  park  by  the  old  mill  race 
Where  we  wandered  by  light  of  the  moon, 

And  you  loved  me,  you  said,  with  a  smile  on  your  face, 
And  vowed  you  would  be  mine  alone? 

Alas!  that  imaginary  sweetheart  of  mine 
Disappeared  like  the  mist  from  the  stream. 

For  when  the  old  town  clock  was  just  striking  nine 
I  awoke — it  was  only  a  dream. 

— Daniel  McDonald,  1906. 
*  *  *  * 

A  high  school  student  was  inspired  to  write  this  poem: 

THE  OLD  FLOWING  WELL 

Do  you  remember  the  old  flowing  weH, 

And  the  song  birds  that  used  to  sing; 

How  the  water  would  bubble  up  and  swell, 

Then  fall  down  the  walls  of  the  spring? 

Near  the  old  water  power-mill  this  well  is  placed, 

Where  the  path  leads  up  to  the  dam; 

How  we  walked  along  the  narrow  mill  race, 

And  looked  for  the  hard-shelled  clam. 

How  the  birds  would  light  on  its  rusty  brink, 

As  they  warbled  at  the  dawn  of  day, 

How  the  fluttering  swallows  would  come  and  drink, 
Then  plume  their  wings  as  they  dashed  away. 

How  the  damsels  and  stripplings  would  linger 
In  the  shade  of  this  well-worn,  shed, 

Jolly  they  were,  enjoying  youth's  splendor, 

Before  their  joyous  hours  had  fled. 

How  they  sat  there  sometimes  until  midnight, 

'Till  the  evening  air  was  quite  cool, 

•  When  a  troop  of  ghost  and  spirit 
Drove  them  away  from  the  pool. 
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When  you  are  old  and  your  hair  is  gray, 

This  spring  will  flow  on  through  the  race, 

Your  children  around  it  will  then  often  play 
With  joy  in  the  selfsame  place. 

Often  when  by  your  evening  fire  you  sit, 

This  well  comes  back  to  your  mind, 

A  vision  will  show,  how  your  friends  you  met, 

Then  went  walking  along  the  vines. 

And  as  the  evening  of  life  draws  near, 

We  fondly  cling  to  those  we  know; 

In  the  distant  notes  of  the  spring  you'll  hear 
The  merry  voices  of  long  ago. 

— By  Herlus  Poore,  Class  of  1912. 

*  *  *  * 

The  mill  was  owned  by  Bailey  and  Capron  in  1884,  William  Kyle  pur¬ 
chased  Capron's  interest.  They  could  not  make  any  money  in  the  business  by 
operating  burrs.  In  1  885  William  Zehner  purchased  Bailey's  interest.  Then 
they  replaced  the  burrs  with  the  latest  improved  rolls  and  machinery  of  Nor- 
dyke  and  Mormon  Co.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  This  enabled  them  to  manufacture 
100  barrels  of  flour  per  day.  The  next  year,  1886,  William  purchased  Kyle’s 
interest.  He  ran  it  himself  and  added  a  large  amount  of  capital  to  it  and  em¬ 
ployed  his  sons,  Sylvester  and  Cyrus,  and  other  men  by  the  day.  He  built  a 
dam  at  great  expense,  using  large  boulders  that  withstood  the  water  pressure. 
No  one  knew  until  the  dredge  began  to  remove  the  dam  how  firm  it  was.  He 
shipped  much  of  his  products. 

He  always  ground  his  buckwheat  on  stone  burrs.  It  was  widely  known  for 
its  purity  and  superior  quality.  His  Uncle  Leonard  Balliet  of  Ohio  had  him 
ship  buckwheat  flour  to  him.  In  the  fall  he  would  write  William  to  come  and 
visit  him  and  bring  with  him  a  sack  of  buckwheat  flour.  He  said  he  would 
furnish  the  maple  syrup  and  sausage. 

A  farmer  came  to  the  mill  one  day  and  said  the  roller  millers  were  robbing 
the  people.  William  explained  the  weighing  of  the  wheat  with  a  tester  on  an 
exchange  basis  of  what  that  wheat  would  weigh  to  the  bushel,  and  gave  flour 
and  bran  which  amounted  to  the  same  as  taking  one-eighth  toll  which  was  the 
old  law.  They  got  in  a  controversy,  the  farmer  called  William  a  liar  and 
struck  him  with  his  fist.  William  had  miller’s  asthma  and  heart  trouble  and 
a  greater  number  of  years  on  his  shoulders,  yet  threw  the  farmer  down  and  sat 
on  him  to  gain  his  breath  then  he  set  him  on  the  outside  of  the  mill.  One  of  the 
first  telephones  in  Plymouth  was  a  private  line  strung  from  the  Zehner  mill  to 
Wm.  Hill's  bakery  and  to  each  of  their  residences.  When  Wm.  Hill  established 
a  bakery  at  Plymouth.  William  hauled  flour  from  Sligo  and  let  him  pay  for  it 
as  he  could  so  he  could  get  started  in  business.  William  spent  practically  all  his 
life  as  a  miller  and  thought  to  make  a  success  of  life  one  must  arise  early.  His 
motto  was  to  make  his  word  as  good  as  his  note.  He  was  never  known  to  break 
his  word  or  contract  either  verbal  or  written.  Compared  by  the  way  he  had 
worked  when  young  he  said  his  boys  did  not  know  what  work  was. 
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The  bed  of  the  mill  race  was  full  of  large  pearl  clam  shells,  some  were  6  by 
8  in.  There  were  beds  of  spawning  fish.  He  kept  his  boat  on  the  race  tied  to 
a  perfect  oak  tree;  the  largest  in  the  park  north  of  the  mill.  He  fastened  a  tar¬ 
get  to  this  tree  on  which  in  his  busy  work  a  day  life,  he  kept  up  the  marksman¬ 
ship  he  had  learned  in  his  youth.  He  kept  his  bearings  when  hunting  in  deep 
forests  by  the  growth  on  the  bark  of  the  trees;  he  knew  which  way  was  north. 
By  keeping  his  fire  arms  in  the  mill,  he  lost  his  gun  with  the  barrels  of  his  great 
grandfather's  gun,  when  the  mill  burned.  In  1888  he  drained  the  water  from 
the  forebay  to  make  repairs  and  discovered  a  pike  41  in.  in  length  that  weighed 
15  ^2  lb.  He  decapitated  it  and  hung  the  head  in  the  mill  where  he  kept  his  deer 
antlers  and  other  trophies.  Jesse  looking  after  the  dam,  noticed  at  the  foot  in 
the  stones  a  wriggling  pike  trying  to  get  back  into  the  water.  He  caught  it  with 
his  hands,  it  was  42  in.  in  length;  weighing  14^4  lb. 

William  attended  the  Ohio  Zehner  reunion  one  year  in  June  and  was  so  well 
pleased  he  thought  Indiana  should  have  a  reunion  as  so  many  groups  and  fam¬ 
ilies  used  his  park  for  picnic  grounds.  He  invited  his  sister  and  brother's  families 
saying  he  would  furnish  hot  coffee  and  other  refreshments  for  the  children. 
They  did  not  take  to  the  idea  of  going  to  a  brother's  home  and  bringing  their 
own  food  and  to  take  a  day  off  from  labor  to  visit  relatives  was  a  waste  of  time. 
The  day  appointed  not  a  one  came.  He  did,  however,  get  them  to  come  to 
Plymouth  later  to  have  a  photograph  taken  by  appealing  to  their  pride.  It 
was  unusual  for  so  large  a  family  to  attain  their  ages.  They  all  came  but  Abra¬ 
ham,  of  Boise  City,  Idaho.  He  sent  a  photograph  which  they  inserted  in  the 
group. 

The  waters  near  the  mill  always  had  an  oily  surface.  A  company  was 
formed  to  bore  for  gas  on  the  mill  property  west  of  the  mill.  At  315  ft.  they 
struck  an  oil  vein;  at?  320  ft.  they  came  to  gas  pockets.  A  1  in.  in  diameter 
pipe  was  inserted  and  the  gas  ignited  a  blaze  3  or  4  ft.  in  height.  The  gas  had 
to  work  its  way  through  200  ft.  water.  It  burned  bright  the  most  of  the 
night  and  brought  a  large  part  of  the  populace  to  the  grounds.  Toward  morn¬ 
ing  when  they  began  to  leave  the  fire  was  extinguished.  They  bored  deeper  and 
thought  the  quantity  too  small  for  a  paying  investment.  The  company  lacked 
funds  and  discontinued  operation.  Thenton  rock  is  below  sea  level  which  there 
is  about  700  ft. 

On  Sunday,  November  8,  1896,  at  eight  a.  m.,  as  Jesse  started  to  the  barn 
to  milk  the  cow,  he  discovered  smoke  issuing  from  the  mill.  There  had  not 
been  any  fire  in  the  office  stove  that  fall.  The  boys  had  ground  corn  meal  on 
the  other  side  of  the  mill  from  where  the  fire  started  Saturday  evening  to  10  p. 
m.,  and  closed  the  mill  at  1 1  p.  m.  The  blaze  started  at  the  top  of  the  third 
floor  on  the  east  side  gable  at  the  back  of  the  mill  above  the  stair  steps.  That  part 
of  the  mill  had  not  been  run  for  several  days.  The  fire  started  where  there  was 
no  machinery  nor  grain.  It  might  have  beeji  reached  but  the  race  was  on  that 
side.  Slowly  but  surely  the  fired  demon  burned  its  way  from  the  upper  part 
of  the  mill.  The  fire  department  arrived  with  a  bursted  hose  but  by  the  time 
it  was  mended  the  strong  wind  and  fire  had  done  its  work  of  destruction.  All 
that  was  left  was  the  brick  engine  house  used  when  the  water  was  low  in  the 
river,  some  large  timbers,  and  the  porch  that  covered  the  driveway.  The  scales 
and  some  flour  were  carried  out.  The  rolls  fell  to  the  basement  and  some  were 
fit  to  be  sent  away  to  be  redressed.  The  safe  and  books  were  saved.  The  loss 
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was  at  least  $20,000;  including  2,000  bushels  of  wheat  and  over  100  barrels 
of  flour,  bran,  chops,  corn,  buckwheat,  oats  and  rye,  and  much  valuable  im¬ 
proved  milling  machinery.  Farmers  had  much  grain  stored,  all  of  which  was 
totally  destroyed.  It  looked  hard  to  see  all  the  grain  and  machinery  destroyed 
before  one’s  very  own  eyes  with  so  much  water  around.  There  was  the  river, 
the  race,  and  a  large  flowing  well  pouring  its  500  gallons  of  water  per  minute, 
to  no  avail  to  extinguish  the  fire.  The  race  was  so  filled  with  flour  that  it  looked 
like  a  big  pot  of  paste. 

The  insurance  had  elapsed  but  William's  credit  was  good.  In  ten  days, 
while  the  grain  was  still  smoking,  ten  men  were  employed  and  the  frame  was 
up  to  rebuild  a  smaller  mill,  to  the  east;  twenty-six  feet  shorter  and  two  stor¬ 
ies  with  a  flat  roof.  William  was  employed  as  a  county  land  appraiser  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  His  services  were  popular  as  he  was  impartial  in  his  judg¬ 
ment.  Certain  men  and  attorneys  began  to  agitate  the  farmers  to  make  a  ditch 
of  Yellow  river,  to  make  a  deep  channel  and  remove  the  dam.  The  city  and 
health  department  were  agitated  at  the  insistence  of  the  farmers,  as  all  the  sew¬ 
erage  was  piped  south  of  the  mill.  When  the  mill  ran  the  waters  slushed  the 
river  of  the  sewerage. 

William’s  cousin,  Catharine  (Balliet)  Shively  of  Ohio,  in  a  letter  said,  “as 
long  as  the  lawyers  and  people  have  a  goose  to  pick,  they  will  keep  at  it.”  Wil¬ 
liam  was  forced  to  enter  litigation  for  his  rights.  There  was  a  law  in  Indiana 
that  a  dam  that  had  been  in  place  21  years  could  not  be  removed.  The  at¬ 
torneys  who  had  observed  the  case  of  Michael's  in  the  same  court  and  knew 
the  outcome,  used  all  kinds  of  crafty  methods.  They  did  not  allow  any  wit¬ 
ness  on  the  stand  that  knew  anything  about  water  power  or  its  value.  The 
jury  was  farmers.  The  state  law  was  undertrodden,  William  carried  it  from 
court  to  court.  The  law  was  on  his  side.  He  believed  that  the  courts  would 
decide  by  the  state  law.  He  went  about  his  business,  partly  rebuilt  his  forbay. 
When  the  work  was  completed  on  August  20,  1907,  he  accompanied  his  wife 
to  their  daughter’s  home.  Saloma  R.  Long  and  family,  had  pioneered  on  the 
prairie,  nine  miles  from  Cando,  North  Dakota.  William  always  had  taken 
pride  in  Saloma’s  accomplishment  as  she  was  a  prominent  and  successful  teacher 
of  voice  and  piano  music.  He  was  happy  in  hunting  every  day  on  the  prairie; 
most  of  the  time  he  went  alone.  Some  days  he  was  accompanied  by  a  villager 
and  some  days  he  drove  a  mare  a  part  of  the  way.  While  there  on  Sept.  19,  a 
new  granddaughter  was  born  to  cheer  them,  named  Esther  Margaret;  the  lat¬ 
ter  the  name  of  his  wife.  When  she  was  a  week  old  he  and  two  other  men 
were  going  duck  hunting.  They  had  an  early  dinner,  and  his  son-in-law  who 
had  lived  there  14  years  and  never  gone  hunting,  volunteered  to  drive  a  team 
six  miles  to  Huricanne  Lake.  They  let  William  out  at  the  lake  on  the  prairie. 
There  was  no  place  to  hitch  a  team  so  they  drove  on  to  a  hay  stack  to  leave  the 
team.  As  they  turned,  they  saw  William  throw  a  canvas  coat  over  his  back 
as  a  camouflage  as  he  sat  down  on  a  muskrat  mound.  He  fell  backward  and  was 
unconscious  with  apoplexy.  He  died  fifteen  minutes  later  at  2:30  p.  m.,  Thurs¬ 
day,  Sept.  26,  1907,  at  the  age  of  75  years  9  months  and  17  days.  The  body 
arrived  at  Plymouth  on  Sunday.  The  funeral  was  held  Tuesday  at  2:30  p.  m., 
at  St.  Pauls  Reformed  Church  and  buried  at  Oak  Hill  Cemetery  at  Plymouth, 
Ind. 

The  following  is  a  part  of  eulogy  pronounced  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Smith  of  the 
Reformed  church: 


One  Hundred  Seventy 


CENTER  TOWNSHIP,  MARSHALL  COUNTY,  INDIANA— 1885 


“We  pause  today  and  reverently  pay  our  tribute  of  respect  to  the  sacred 
memory  of  one  who  through  the  passing  years  of  a  long  and  useful  life,  shaped 
his  destiny  among  men  to  the  highest  degree  of  honor  and  respect.  With  an 
ancestry  that  links  the  national  conflict  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life  with  the 
prosperity  of  the  present,  he  is  the  representative  of  a  family  of  sterling  patriot¬ 
ism.  Because  of  his  long  residence  in  the  same  vicinity,  triumphantly  surmount¬ 
ing  the  obstacles  incident  to  human  life,  his  memory  will  be  cherished  as  a  man 
of  industry  and  progress.  Possessed  ofi  that  spirit  of  genuine  benevolence  and 
genial  companionship  which  deprives  no  man  of  his  own  as  far  as  human  re¬ 
lations  may  be  controlled,  he  wove  the  tender  tie  that  bound  many  to  him  in 
lasting  friendship  and  acquaintance.  Ability  to  hold  in  sacred  trust  of  honesty 
the  dignity  of  public  office  together  with  the  gentle  disposition  of  a  kind  father- 
husband  and  brother  in  the  home  and  a  respected  citizen  in  private  life,  are 
the  testimonies  of  the  real  integrity  of  character  and  noble  conceptions  of  his 
life. 

“He  was  baptized  in  infancy.  When  a  boy  he  was  catechized  in  German 
of  the  Lutheran  Faith.  And  at  the  age  of  34  took  a  firm  stand  for  Christ  from 
which  he  wavered  not  but  confirmed  the  same  by  assuming  the  obligations  of 
communicant  membership  in  the  Reformed  church.  His  steadfast  faith  and 
loyalty  to  the  church,  his  cheerful  and  ever-willing  liberality,  his  heartfelt  in¬ 
terest  in  supplying  the  necessary  needs  of  the  church  are  elements  in  his  life  that 
will  shine  forever  bright.  His  spirit  of  Christian  benevolence  and  liberality  are 
worthy  of  highest  praise  and  emphasis.  Humble  and  unpretentious  in  his  way, 
he  stood  a  mighty  fortress  in  himself,  guarding  the  sacred  interests  and  supply¬ 
ing  the  urgent  needs  of  his  church.  Never  hesitating,  he  was  always  willing 
and  ready  to  do  even  more  than  his  share  with  a  neverfailing  promise,  to  do 
more  if  needed.  The  fruits  of  his  Christian  charity  will  not  soon  pass  away 
and  as  such  his  example  should  be  a  living  inspiration  to  all  who  were  asso¬ 
ciated  with  him  in  life.  A  pillow  in  the  temple  of  God,  an  imperishable  monu¬ 
ment  to  his  honor  and  memory  are  the  simple  expressions  of  his  influence  and 
usefulness  in  the  church  where  he  was  so  long  a  faithful  worshipper.  Such 
traits,  the  true  elements  of  a  real  spiritual  life  and  character  inclines  us  to  the 
sad  conclusion  that  in  the  death  of  the  departed  we,  as  a  church  are  called  upon 
to  sustain  a  great  loss.  Truly  for  us,  “a  good  man  in  Israel  has  fallen,’’  but 
that  which  is  our  loss  is  his  eternal  gain.  He  has  answered  the  call  of  the  mas¬ 
ter  and  while  we  are  living  on  through  the  dreary  days  of  life,  his  soul  basking 
in  the  sunlight  of  eternal  morn,  is  forever  blessed  in  the  presence  of  his  God 
above.  We  lay  aside,  as  it  were,  the  veil  of  darkness,  look  beyond  the  clouds 
and  lift  our  souls  above  the  trials  of  earth  to  hear  the  heaven-born  message 
wafted  on  the  wings  of  celestial  light.  ‘Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the 
death  of  His  saints.’  Psalm  116:15.”  (Plymouth  Weekly  Chronicle.) 

Resolutions 

“Whereas  in  the  alwise  providence  of  God,  William  Zehner,  our  co-laborer 
and  brother  in  the  Lord  has  been  called  to  his  heavenly  home  and  whereas  in 
his  death  as  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s  Reformed  church,  we  sustain  the  keen  sense 
of  a  great  loss  and  bow  in  humble  submission  to  the  will  of  Him  who  ‘‘doeth 
all  things  well”;  Therefore  be  it  Resolved,  that  as  the  official  board  in  behalf 
of  the  members  and  various  organizations  of  the  church  we  cherish  with  pro¬ 
found  reverence  his  noble  spirit  of  steadfast  faithfulness  unwavering  loyalty 
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and  Christian  liberality.  Resolved:  That  we  extend  our  heartfelt  sympathy 
to  the  bereaved  widow  and  her  family  and  commend  them  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  a  kind  Heavenly  Father.  Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
communicated  to  the  bereaved  family,  a  copy  placed  on  the  records  of  the  church 
and  that  they  also  appear  in  the  newspapers  of  the  city.  Committee,  Rev.  J.  C. 
Smith;  W.  P.  A.  Struck;  O.  F.  Hoover;  C.  H.  Grube.” 

Resolutions  of  Respect 

Adopted  by  the  Ohio  Zehner  Relative  Society,  June  4,  1908:  “Whereas — 
In  the  providence  of  God  He  has  called  from  our  midst  one  of  the  esteemed 
members  of  our  association,  William  Zehner,  therefore  be  it  Resolved:  That  we 
extend  to  the  family  our  sincere  sympathy  in  their  bereavement  and  that  we 
bow  to  the  will  of  the  Heavenly  Father  who  doeth  all  things  well.  Resolved: 
That  the  secretary  enter  these  resolutions  on  the  records  of  the  society  and  that 
a  copy  be  presented  to  the  family.  Committee:  George  Ohl;  Frank  Zehner;  W. 
S.  Zehner." 

Of  Solomon’s  grown  children  William  was  the  first  one  called.  Two 
months  later  the  youngest  brother,  Solomon,  nearly  62  years  of  age,  died,  the 
rest  following  in  the  trail.  The  only  sister  was  the  last  one. 

By  William’s  will  his  three  sons,  Sylvester,  Cyrus  and  Jesse,  were  counsel* 
ors,  but  his  wife  was  to  hold  all  as  long  as  she  lived;  to  do  as  she  liked,  to  sell 
and  reinvest,  or  divide  to  the  children  in  equal  shares. 

June  12,  1909,  word  came  that  rehearing  of  the  noted  Yellow  river  ditch 
case  had  been  denied;  $7,000.00  was  allowed  by  Judges  Bursoin,  and  his  de¬ 
cision  was  affirmed  by  the  supreme  court.  The  cost  to  the  county  to  dredge 
the  river  was  $35,832.00.  The  city  authorities  saw  their  mistake  that  they 
did  not  help  Zehner  fight  the  farmers  as  the  health  doctor  had  suggested  to  the 
city  to  fight  to  keep  the  dam.  The  dam  was  worth  $60,000.00,  and  more  to 
the  city  as  it  flushed  the  sewage  from  the  river.  No  one  thought  seriously  the 
dam  would  be  removed,  as  they  knew  Zehner  would  law  to  the  last. 

The  youngest  son,  Jesse,  had  the  mill  rented  at  the  time  the  dam  was  re¬ 
moved.  In  the  spring  of  1911  he,  with  his  family,  went  to  his  farm  in  Col., 
to  learn  if  the  miller  or  the  farmer  were  the  best  employed.  Mother  said,  “a 
trade  for  everyone  and  everyone  to  his  own  trade." 

Sylvester  superintended  the  work,  replacing  the  machinery  in  the  mill  so 
as  to  use  electric  power.  I  stayed  at  the  mill  while  Sylvester  ran  his  own  mill 
at  Monterey  and  Cyrus  ran  his  bakery  at  South  Bend.  The  two  boys  took 
turns  a  week  about  grinding  as  long  as  the  water  power  lasted.  They  ground 
all  the  grain  in  store.  After  the  dam  was  removed  we  shipped  in  flour  and  feed 
and  ran  an  exchange  business  until  the  remodeling  was  completed.  Under  Syl¬ 
vester's  tutelage  the  carpenter  and  I  learned  to  operate  and  grind  feed.  The 
boys  still  came  to  grind  wheat  and  corn.  In  Mar.,  1912,  Jesse  bought  the 
mill  and  14  acres  of  his  mother.  During  the  World  war  he  was  a  licensed  mil¬ 
ler  and  did  an  extensive  business  grinding  for  the  government.  The  electric 
bonus  each  month  with  the  meter  reading  was  expensive  power. 

William's  wife  lived  ten  years  after  his  death.  She  was  the  same  earnest 
spiritual  leader  she  had  always  been,  but  there  was  that  illusive  something  that 
had  gone  from  her  life.  She  established  the  family  altar.  His  word  says,  “pray 
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without  ceasing/’  And  she  kept  the  incense  of  prayer  ever  burning,  reading 
of  His  word  just  before  she  retired  her  last  night.  She  did  all  she  could  to  train 
her  children  and  trusted  the  rest  to  God  to  work  out  in  his  way.  She  believed 
H  is  word.  Romans  8:28, — “And  we  know  that  all  things  work  together  for 
good  to  them  that  love  God,  to  them  who  are  called  according  to  his  purpose.” 
She  went  quietly  about  and  lived  her  belief  and  it  spoke  in  deeds,  not  in  words. 

She  kept  the  house  furnished  after  William  had  died  but  lived  most  of  the 
time  with  her  children.  In  the  summer  of  1916  she  accompanied  me  home  to 
Crookston,  Minn.,  where  my  husband  was  employed  as  train  dispatcher  on  the 
Great  Northern  railroad.  The  evening  of  Jan.  9,  we  attended  church.  It  was 
cold  and  snowing.  The  next  morning,  to  favor  a  corn,  she  wore  a  ribbon 
slipper  on  one  foot.  Stepping  on  the  end  of  a  bow  with  her  other  foot  it 
threw  her,  fractured  her  left  hip.  Leakage  of  the  heart  developed  from  the 
shock.  Then  pneumonia  developed,  from  which  she  recovered,  by  her  strong 
constitution,  but  it  had  taken  her  vitality.  She  faded  as  a  flower.  After  being 
lifted  from  a  wheel  chair  to  the  bed  she  said,  “I  never  was  so  tired  in  my  life. 
Now  I  can  rest  and  have  a  good  night’s  sleep.”  She  smiled  and  was  gone. 
“Asleep  in  Jesus,  blessed  sleep,  from  which  none  ever  wake  to  weep.”  Many 
spoke  of  her  faith,  her  earnest  prayers  the  inspiration  and  hope  she  inspired  in 
their  lives. 

Her  nephew,  a  Pennsylvania  Lutheran  minister,  had  written,  “you  will 
never  know  what  an  influence  your  Christian  life  has  influenced  me  to  prepare 
myself  for  the  ministry.  I  often  have  thought  of  you  and  daily  you  are  near 
me  because  of  the  earnestness  and  faithfulness  that  you  have  labored  in  the 
church.” 

Psalm  90:12,  “Life’s  brevity,”  so  teach  us  to  number  our  days  that  we  may 
apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom. 

Born  Nov.  15,  1836,  died  Mar.  28,  1917;  aged  80  y.  4  m.  13  d. 

A  service  was  held  at  St.  Paul  Reformed  church  by  Rev.  Dr.  Richard  Cooper 
Bailey  of  Crookston,  Minn.,  who  accompanied  us  home  and  assisted  by  her 
pastor,  Rev.  Yeisley  of  Plymouth.  Interment  was  in  Oak  Hill  cemetery,  beside 
her  husband. 

“Love  God  dear  relative,  your  neighbor  and  the  truth,  so  shall  your  future 
cycle  be.  The  golden  cycle  of  immortal  youth.”  (John  Fraser.) 

The  Plymouth  mill  dam  was  the  last  one  in  the  county  to  disappear  of  the 
twelve  dams  owned  by  the  Zehners  in  the  state  of  Indiana.  There  were  thirteen 
mills  in  Indiana  and  37  millers  in  the  family,  that  we  have  known;  there  may 
have  been  more.  The  Wolf  Creek  dam  was  one  of  the  original  land  marks, 
dating  from  1820.  Nothing  of  their  former  greatness  remains  to  remind  us 
of  the  interesting  scenes  and  incidents  that  occurred  there.  So  it  is  with  all 
things  earthly.  Man  himself  is  born  and  flits  his  little  hour  upon  the  stage  of 
existancc  then  passes  out,  goes  to  dust,  and  memory  of  him  ceases. 

Who  remembers  the  early  pioneer  farmers  that  drained  their  lands  to  swell 
the  running  waters  of  Yellow  river?  Or  who  remembers  Solomon  Zehner,  the 
pioneer  miller  of  those  early  days?  The  grinding  of  corn  and  rye.  The  basic 
of  all  trades,  “bread.”  Who  remembers  his  sons  who  ran  saw  mills  and  ground 
all  kinds  of  grain  in  their  day? 
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Who  constructed  sufficiently  strong  dams  to  resist  the  tremendous  flow  of 
water  coming  against  them?  And  while  they  were  strong  enough  to  resist  the 
pressure  of  water,  they  were  not  strong  enough  to  resist  the  public  sentiment 
the  farmers  created.  And  through  that  influence  the  proper  officers  ordered  the 
dams  removed. 

They  were  prominent  business  men  of  their  day,  who  left  the  mark  of 
their  genius  on  the  organization  and  building  up  of  the  things  that  went  to 
make  one  of  the  best  counties  in  Indiana.  They  came  when  the  deep  woods 
covered  all  the  land,  built  their  own  cabin,  sawed  timber  for  other  pioneers. 
They  saw  others  dear  their  land  for  garden  spots  which  gradually  grew  to  fields 
and  finally  to  fertile  farms,  with  orchards  that  replaced  the  wild  fruits  that  had 
been  plentiful.  With  the  clearing  of  the  land  less  saw  mills  were  needed.  To 
meet  the  demand  for  lighter,  whiter  bread,  the  burr  mills  were  replaced  with 
rolls.  Today  spring  wheat  flour  has  replaced  winter  wheat  for  still  whiter 
rolls  and  bread.  And  the  larger  mills  have  replaced  the  smaller  winter  wheat 
mills.  But  for  rich  pastry  nothing  equals  winter  wheat  flour. 

Our  pioneer  ancestors  grew  up  in  the  midst  of  severe  privation;  conditions 
which  today  would  be  felt  to  be  extreme  poverty.  Those  who  shared  the  for¬ 
tunes  and  misfortunes  of  early  years  made  brave  conquest  of  the  handicaps  to 
prove  their  worth. 

Time  alone  can  prove  the  worth  of  any  work,  and  only  down  through  the 
perspective  of  the  years  arc  we  able  to  guage  the  comparative  importance  of  our 
pioneer  ancestors  who  helped  to  make  the  early  history  of  the  United  States; 
of  the  state  of  Indiana;  and  of  the  counties  of  Marshall  and  Delaware. 

Except  for  one  now  2nd  then  who  still  lives,  and  who  knew  them  while 
they  were  living,  they  are  as  completely  forgotten  as  if  they  had  never  existed. 
But  they  belong  to  the  ages  and  cannot  be  erased. 

"Ah  well 

"Art  is  long  and  time  is  fleeting 

And  our  hearts  though  strong  and  brave 

Still  like  muffled  drums  are  beating 

Funeral  marches  to  the  grave." 

*  *  *  * 

THERE  IS  NO  DEATH 

"Death!  Death!  There  is  no  death. 

Death  is  not  grim;  death  brings  us  joy. 

Death  opens  wide  the  portals  to  the  better  life 
And  brings  us  happiness  without  alloy. 

"Death  is  not  dying.  Nothing  dies. 

Life  is  eternal;  ’ tis  but  entering  in 

To  a  better,  broader,  kindlier  life 

Where  breathes  not  thought  of  evil  or  of  sin. 

"Death's  but  a  key  that  opens  wide  the  portals 

To  a  life  where  love  and  happiness  shall  reign  supreme; 

Where  friendships  never  die;  where  life 

Shall  seem  like  one  long  lovely  summer’s  dream. 
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“Death  has  no  sting,  no  dart,  no  pain. 

Death  rides  not  with  us  o’er  the  river  broad. 

Our  angel  friends  will  pilot  us 

Safe  into  the  presence  of  the  living  God. 

— Henry  A.  Pershing. 

NEW  AND  OLD 

Make  new  friends,  but  keep  the  old, 

Those  are  silver,  these  are  gold; 

New  made  friendships,  like  new  wine, 

Age  will  mellow  and  refine; 

Friendships  that  have  stood  the  test — 

Time  and  change — are  surely  best; 

Brow  may  wrinkle,  hair  grow  gray, 

Friendship  never  knows  decay. 

For  ’mid  old  friends  tried  and  true, 

Once  more  we  our  youth  renew. 

But  old  friends,  alas!  May  die. 

New  friends  must  their  place  supply. 

Cherish  friendship  in  your  breast, 

New  is  good,  but  old  is  best. 

Make  new  friends,  but  keep  the  old, 

Those  are  silver,  these  are  gold. 

(Author  unknown.) 
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Marshall  County,  Indiana  Zehners— 1851-1939 


(First  Generation) 


ADAM  ZEHNER,  (1.),  born  1  7 26,  died  1809;  aged  83  years;  came  to  the 
U.  S.,  in  1746;  settled  in  Berks  Co.,  Pa.;  married  Mary  (Maria)  Mertz, 
Berks  Co.,  Pa.;  died,  aged  77  years.  Parents  of  fifteen  children.  North¬ 
ampton  Co.,  Pa.,  1767,  divided  to  Schuylkill  Co.,  1911. 


(Second  Generation) 

II.  (3.)  David  Zehner,  born  Dec.  30,  1763,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  died  Apr.  2, 
1839,  aged  75  y.  3  m.  3  d.;  married  Elizabeth  Henrich,  born  Mar.  1  1,  1770, 
died  June  30,  1836,  aged  66  y.  3  m.  19  d.  Parents  of  fourteen  children,  Schuyl' 
kill  Co.,  Pa. 

,  (Third  Generation) 

III.  (9.)  Solomon  Zehner,  born  Oct.  1  1,  1805,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  died 
Aug.  31,  1  852,  aged  46  y.  10  m.  20  d.;  married  Saloma  Hoppes,  born  Mar. 
29,  1809,  died  Nov.  6,  1879,  aged  70  y.  7  m.  7  d. 


The  Hoppes  Lineage 
(First  Generation) 

(1.)  Johannes  Michael  Habbas  (German  spelled),  came  to  the  U.  S.,  in 
1740,  massacred  by  the  Indians,  aged  63  y.  2  m.  28  d.  He  had  a  wife,  four 
sons  and  one  daughter.  Do  not  know  what  number  he  was. 

(Second  Generation) 

II.  (2.)  John  Michael  Hoppes,  born  Jan.  12,  1753,  died  July  30,  1833, 
aged  80  y.  6  m.  18  d. ;  married  Catharine  Harr,  born  Apr.  7,  1755,  died  July 
5,  1823,  aged  68  y.  2  m.  28  d.  Parents  of  eight  or  ten  children. 

(Third  Generation) 

III.  (1.)  Michael  Hoppes,  born  Mar.  21,  1781,  died  Apr.  21,  1857,  aged 
76  y.  1  m.  1  d.;  married  Christina  Kistler,  born  1787,  died  1856,  aged  68  y. 
11  m.  17  d.  Parents  of  eleven  children. 

(Fourth  Generation) 

IV.  (3.)  Saloma  Hoppes,  born  Mar.  29,  1809,  died  Nov.  6,  1879,  mar¬ 
ried  Solomon  Zehner,  Apr.  5,  1829.  Both  born  and  married  in  Schuylkill 
Co.,  Pa.  Both  died  and  buried  in  Marshall  Co.,  Ind.  -*  Parents  of  nine  children, 
born  in  Schuylkill  and  Columbia  Co.’s,  Pa.,  and  Wayne  Co.,  Ind. 

*  *  *  * 

(Zehner  Fourth  Generation — Hoppes  Fifth  Generation) 

IV.  (1.)  David  Zehner,  born  June  15,  1830,  died  Nov.  4,  1909;  aged 
78  y.  4  m.  19  d. 

One  Hundred  Seventy-six 


MARSHALL  COUNTY,  INDIANA,  ZEHNERS— 1851-1939 


(2.)  William  Zehner,  born  Dec.  9,  1831,  died  Sept.  26,  1907;  aged 
75  y.  9  m.  17  d. 

(3.)  Michael  B.  Zehner,  born  Dec.  7,  1833,  died  June  28,  1917; 
aged  83  y.  6  m.  21  d. 

(4.)  Elizabeth  Zehner  (Hullinger) ,  born  Dec.  5,  1835,  died  Nov. 
21,  1825;  aged  89  y.  11  m.  16  d. 

(5.)  John  (Johannes)  Zehner,  born  Nov.  15,  1837,  died  Sept.  11, 
1911;  aged  73  y.  9  m.  26  d. 

(6.)  Abraham  Zehner,  born  Dec.  5,  1839,  died  June  1,  1920;  aged 
80  y.  5  m.  26  d. 

(7.)  Catherine  Zehner,  born  Feb.  11,  1843,  died  Mar.,  1844. 

(8.)  Solomon  Zehner,  born  Dec.  7,  1845,  died  Dec.  6,  1907;  aged 

6 1  y.  1 1  m.  29  d. 

(9.)  Gideon  Zehner,  born  Oct.  26,  1847,  died  Jan.  2,  1858;  aged 

10  y,  1  m.  6  d. 

The  above  names  and  births  were  written  in  German  in  our  grandparent’s 
German  Bible.  All  received  infant  baptism  in  the  Lutheran  faith.  As  father 
(William  Zehner  IV.  2.),  could  read  German,  his  sister  Elizabeth  gave  him  the 
parent's  family  Bible.  It  shows  it  had  been  used  and  is  in  fair  preservation  con¬ 
sidering  its  age.  It  is  leather  bouiid  with  four  brass  nail  heads  at  each  corner 
with  five  in  the  center  to  hold  the  leather  to  the  pasteboard  covers;  9J/\"  by 

1 1  %"  and  has  two  clasps.  There  is  no  date  when  it  was  printed.  On  the  front 
fly  leaf  is  written  by  a  fine  penman  in  German: 

“Solomon  Zehner  and  his  wedded  housewife  Saloma  this  Bible  book  be¬ 
longs  and  was  bought  A.  D.  1833;  $8.50  cost.” 

That  was  four  years  after  they  were  married.  The  first  page  is  a  picture 
of  Christ  washing  the  disciples'  feet,  and  on  the  opposite  page  in  print  reads: 
“Bible:  This  is  the  entire  Holy  Scriptures  of  Old  and  New  Testaments  after 
the  German  translation  of  D.  Martin  Luther  with  a  short  summary  of  each 
chapter  and  many  explanations  of  each  parallel.” 

The  chapters  are  arranged  as  all  German  Bibles.  First  book  of  Moses. 
Second,  Third,  Fourth,  Fifth  book  Moses.  Two  books  Ezra.  There  are  a 
number  of  pictures  throughout  the  Bible.  In  the  center  is  a  record  of  all  of 
Solomon  and  Saloma  Zehner’s  children  written  in  German. 


*  *  *  * 


DAVID  ZEHNER  FAMILY 


(Fifth  Generation,  all  Born  in  Marshall  County,  Ind.) 


DAVID  ZEHNER  (IV.  I.),  born  June  15,  1830,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  died 
Nov.  4,  1900,  of  apoplexy;  buried  Oak  Hill  cemetery,  Plymouth;  saw- 
miller  and  farmer;  thrice  married;  1st,  to  Elizabeth  Voreis,  Nov.  1,  1857, 
seven  children;  2nd,  to  Savanah  Cordelia  Huble,  Feb.  14,  1875,  died  Sept.  5, 
1876;  3rd,  Mary  Jane  Vandermark  White,  widow,  Oct.  14,  .1877,  died  Aug. 
7,  1929;  member  M.  E.  church.  Six  children;  all  born  Wolf  Creek,  Ind.: 
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'V.  (1.)  Twin,  John,  born  Sept.  17,  1858,  died  Aug.  3,  1911;  aged 
52  y.  10  m.  16  d. 

(2.)  Twin,  Salome,  born  Sept.  18,  1858,  died  Oct.  13,  1858. 

(3.)  Thomas  Melvin,  born  Feb.  20,  1860. 

(4.)  David,  born  Oct.  26,  1861,  died  May  19,  1936;  aged  74  y. 

6  m.  23  d. 

(5.)  James  Lee,  born  Nov.  27,  1864,  died  Sept.  27,  1930;  aged  65 

y.  11m. 

(6.)  Eva  May,  born  July  9,  1867,  died  Mar.  1,  1936;  aged  68  y. 

7  m.  22  d. 

(7.)  Infant,  born  and  died  Oct.  4,  1869. 

Mary  Jane's  children; 

(8.)  Mary  Ceslestia,  born  Aug.  22,  1878. 

(9.)  Twin,  Laurence,  born  Aug.  21,  1881. 

(10.)  Twin,  Clarence,  born  Aug.  21,  1881. 

(11.)  Bertha,  born  Dec.  21,  1883. 

(12.)  Daisy,  born  Dec.  3,  1885. 

(13.)  Adam,  born  Jan.  20,  1889. 

V.  (1.)  John  Zehncr,  was  a  saw  miller  and  farmer;  died  of  unknown 
accident  at  Spokane,  Wash.;  buried  at  Plymouth;  married  Kate  Byran.  Two 
children ; 

VI.  (1.)  Ezra,  died  from  burns  at  the  age  of  2  or  3  years.  When  clear¬ 
ing  the  farm  and  burning  brush  his  clothing  ignited,  Wolf  Creek. 

(2.)  Chester,  born  June  5,  1889,  died  Nov.  7,  1920;  married,  buried  at 
Plymouth. 

V.  (3.)  Thomas  Melvin,  farmer;  twice  married;  1st,  to  Ada  Car¬ 
penter,  daughter  David.  Four  children;  2nd,  Elizabeth  Jackson,  died. 

Ada’s  children,  born,  Tippecanoe: 

VI.  (1.)  David,  born  Feb.  3,  1885. 

(2.)  Lester  L.,  born  Apr.  13,  1887. 

(3.)  Nora  E.,  born  Dec.  20,  1889,  died,  aged  27  y. 

(4.)  Guy,  died. 

VI.  (1  .)  David  M.  Zehnet,  employed  Nov.,  1912,  Nickle  Plate  railroad 
as  a  carpenter  and  gang  foreman  since  Oct.,  1919,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.;  married 
Daisy  Reddinger;  six  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Rudolph  Harold,  born  Apr.  17,  1904;  full  fashion  hosiery 
knitter.  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.;  married  Kate  Klinger;  one  son,  Edward,  born  July  1, 
1926. 

(2.)  Melvin  C.,  born  Mar.  10,  1906;  retail  grocery  stock  clerk  and  buy¬ 
er,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.;  married  Ruth  Closeu 

(3.)  Mary  Opal,  born  May  5,  1908;  married  Nemo  Quebral,  Chicago, 
Ill.;  one  child,  Barbara,  born  June  10,  1932. 

(4.)  Ruby  D.,  born  Dec.  21,  1911;  Bell  Telephone  Exchange,  office  sup¬ 
ervisor,  Chicago,  Ill. 

(5.)  Donald  L.,  born  Dec.  6,  1914;  student  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

(6.)  Dorothy  Helen,  born  Dec.  28,  1916;  student  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
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VJL  (2.)  Lester  L.  Zehner,  is  a  farmer  at  Wolf  Creek,  Ind.;  married  Min¬ 
nie  Snyder,  Tippecanoe,  Ind.;  five  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Reathel,  married  Delford  Long,  South  Bend,  Ind.;  farmer;  one 
son,  Delford,  Jr. 

(2.)  Tressie,  married  Kenneth  Meyers,  South  Bend,  Ind.;  farmer. 

?3.)  Hazel  Ruth. 

(4.)  Margaret. 

(5.)  Elnora,  married  Nov.,  1937,  Claud  C.  Jacobs;  son  Agnes,  at  St. 
Patrick's  Catholic  Church,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

VI.  (3.)  Nora  Ethel  Zehner,  born  Dec.  20,  1889,  died,  aged  27  years, 
married  Ford  Swih^rt;  two  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Austin,  married - Edson;  one  child. 

(2.)  Cloie  Swihart,  was  adopted  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heck  after  her  mother’s 
death;  married  Floid  Fletcher. 

V.  (4.)  David  Zehner,  a  farmer,  married  Ida  E.  Shafer,  born  Jan.  20, 
1867;  eight  children  born  at  Wolf  Creek,  Ind.: 

VI.  (1.)  Alvin  L.,  born  Feb.  26,  1890;  farmer  south  of  Plymouth; 
truckman;  married  Lolo  Cox;  four  children:  June,  Carl,  Royal  Lee,  and  Olive 
May  who  died  of  burns  at  6  years  of  age.  While  playing  she  built  a  fire  in  a 
room  stove  and  ignited  her  clothing. 

(2.)  Effie  E.,  born  Jan.  29,  1892;  married  Myron  Edmonds,  died  at 
Mishawaka,  Ind.;  two  children:  Lucille  and  Max  Darwin.  Live  on  a  farm  at 
Wolf  Creek. 

(3.)  Emery  L.,  born  Dec.  10,  1894;  reside  at  Chicago,  Ill. 

(4.)  Darrel  E.,  born  Jan.  11,  1898;  married  Art  Wooldredge;  reside  at 
Chicago,  Ill.;  and  later  a  farmer  near  Argos;  five  children:  Virginia,  graduate 
Argos  High  school,  1939:  Gorland,  Robert,  Dorsis,  Gerald. 

(5.)  Royal  L.,  born  Mar.  19,  1900;  carpenter  contractor;  married. 

(6.)  Elda  B.,  born  Nov.  1 1,  1902;  married  Edna  Green;  one  son,  Buddy. 

(7.)  Lois  B.,  born  Aug.  10.  1904;  First  Bank  &  Trust  Co.,  South  Bend, 

Ind. 

(8.)  Lola  Z.,  born  Oct.  22,  1908;  night  supervisor,  Epworth  Hospital, 
South  Bend,  Ind. 

V.  (5.)  James  Lee  Zehner  in  his  youth  contracted  spotted  fever.  After 
he  recovered  he  had  wet  feet  which  caused  a  relapse  that  paralyzed  his  vocal 
cords  and  hearing.  He  was  educated  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.  He  was  very  indus¬ 
trious  and  a  successful  farmer.  He  married  Mamie  Leippert,  a  sweet  girl  that 
made  him  a  good  wife.  They  owned  their  own  farm  with  a  good  orchard,  near 
Tyner,  Ind.,  and  were  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  them.  He  appreciated 
his  friends.  When  they  attended  the  reunions  he  seemed  the  most  delighted 
of  the  group,  and  showed  his  free  heartedness  by  bringing  a  basket  of  choice 
apples.  He  would  pass  them  to  the  group  with  a  broad  smile.  It  was  his  way 
of  saying  farewell.  They  were  members  of  the  Brethren  church,  to  which  he 
was  faithful  until  the  Master  called  him,  and  I  think  as  he  entered  the  gates  of 
his  heavenly  home  the  music  of  that  angelic  throng  sounded  a  bit  sweeter  to 
him,  and  his  heart  must  have  bounded  with  joy.  His  cheerful,  genial,  smiling 
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face  has  left  a  noble  example  for  the  rest  of  us,  and  we  miss  him.  There  was 
a  large  funeral  at  the  Plymouth  Brethren  church.  He  was  buried  in  the  New 
Oak  Hill  cemetery. 

V.  (6.)  Eva  May  Zehncr,  married  twice;  1st,  to  Nelson  O.  Clevenger, 
Mar.  28,  1886,  a  farmer;  died  Apr.  15,  1901;  five  children:  2nd,  to  James 
Severns  Dec.  19,  1901;  a  farmer;  Co.  Commissioner;  died,  two  children.  Eva 
lived  all  her  married  life  on  a  farm  joining  Tippecanoe.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Protestant  Methodist  church.  She  died  at  the  home  of  her  son,  Raymond 
Severns,  Maywood,  Ill.  Reading  Psalm  90:1-10.  Transplanting  from  mortal 
to  immortal  home;  buried  Summit  Chapel  cemetery,  Tippecanoe,  Ind. 

Nelson's  children;  all  born  Tippecanoe,  Ind.:  ' 

VI.  (1.)  Elizabeth  M.,  born  Mar.  28,  1888,  died  May  2,  1888. 

(2.)  Twin,  Laurence  C.,  born  Aug.  30,  1889,  died  Sept.  13,  1919;  aged 
30  y.  13  d. 

(3.)  Twin,  Clarence  L.,  born  Aug.  30,  1889,  died  Apr.  21,  1890. 

(4.)  Pearl  E.,  born  Apr.  13,  1894. 

(5.)  Ruth  H.,  born  Aug.  30,  1898,  died  Sept.  30,  1898. 

James'  children: 

(6.)  Infant,  born  Jan.  6,  1903,  died  Jan.  14,  1903. 

(7.)  Raymond,  born  Apr.  18,  1904. 

VI.  (3.)  Clarence  L.  Clevenger  and  Laurence,  were  named  in  honor  of 
thc-ir  twin  uncles  Laurence  and  Clarence  Zehner.  Laurence  was  a  watch  maker 
in  South  Bend,  Ind.,  a  number  of  years.  Because  of  the  confining  work  he  had 
gone  to  Canada  for  his  health,  to  my  sister,  near  Calgary,  Alberta.  He  pur¬ 
chased  land  there;  returned  home  on  a  visit  and  contracted  influenza;  complica¬ 
tions  set  in  and  he  returned  to  Canada  and  died  there.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Brethren  church,  and  had  many  friends.  He  was  buried  at  Summit  Chapel  cem¬ 
etery,  Tippecanoe,  Ind. 

VI.  (4.)  Pearl  E.  Clevenger,  married  Cecil  E.  Nelson,  Mar.  18,  1913; 
farmer.  Two  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Velva  A.,  born  Dec.  3,  1914;  student  Baptist  college,  for 
Christian  work. 

(2.)  Leon  C.,  born  Aug.  14,  1917;  student  Baptist  college,  for  the  min¬ 
istry. 

VI.  (7.)  Raymond  Severns,  railway  mail  service,  Maywood,  Ill.;  mar¬ 
ried  June  21,  1927  to  Margaret  Lemler;  two  children: 

VII.  (1.)  James  G.,  born  Feb.  18,  1929;  (2.)  Harold  R.,  born  Feb. 
17,  1933. 

V.  (8.)  Mary  Celesta  Zehner,  married  Oct.  4,  1898,  Andrew  Richard, 
born  Dec.  1,  1876,  at  St.  Michael  Catholic  church;  farmer  north  of  Plymouth. 
CThree  children. 

VI.  (1.)  Alonzo,  born  Sept.  17,  1900;  farmer;  married  Nov.  25,  1921 
to  Clara  White,  born  Mar.  1,  1903;  three  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Mary  Alice,  born  Mar.  11,  1923.  (2.)  Ruth  Elaine,  born 

Feb.  3,  1927.  (3.)  Wayne  Alonzo,  born  Feb.  13,  1938. 
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(2.)  Laurence  C.,  born  Feb.  13,  1904;  married  Feb.  18,  1928  Elsie  Sta- 
bla,  born  Dec.  31,  1903.  Two  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Roberta  Louise,  born  Dec.  31,  1929.  (2.)  David  Eugene, 

born  Feb.  1 ,  1931. 

(3.)  Mary  Catharine,  born  Mar.  6,  1913;  married  June  16,  1930  Don¬ 
ald  Splix,  born  Jan.  2,  1910;  one  son:  VII.  (1.)  Charles  Staton,  born  Apr. 
23,  1931. 

V.  (9.)  Laurence  Zehner,  a  farmer,  was  twice  married;  1st,  Emma 
Thompson,  Dec.  10,  1902;  two  children;  2nd,  Lou  Zcna  Stephenson,  Nov. 
12,  1911,  a  school  teacher;  one  child,  Mary  Armeda,  born  and  died  June  2, 
1913. 

Laurence  was  President  Wolf  Creek  Conservation  club  in  1935,  also  pres¬ 
ident  Zehner  Reunion,  1939. 

Emma's  children: 

VI.  (1.)  Virl,  born  Jan.  29,  1904;  married  Nettie  Bennett;  two  chil¬ 
dren: 

VII.  (1.)  Betty  Lee,  born  Dec.  1,  1924;  (2.)  Barbara  Ann,  born  May 
18,  1932,  died  June  16,  1932. 

(2.)  Opal,  born  May  5,  1905,  married  1st,  F.  D.  Brown,  Aug.  23,  1924, 
2nd,  J.  H.  Archambeault,  Oct.  5,  1929. 

V.  (10.)  Clarence  Zehner,  a  school  teacher  and  farmer,  married  Apr.  6, 
1912  Bertha  A.  Greenley;  M.  E.  church;  one  child:  VI.  (1.)  Martha  Jane, 
born  Mar.  4,  1913;  married  Harold  Rose,  chemist  at  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

V.  (11.)  Bertha  Zehner,  married  Dec.  18,  1901  Fredrick  Tribbcy,  a  farm¬ 
er  at  Tyner,  Ind.  Five  children: 

VI.  (1.)  Paul,  born  Sept.  21,  1902.  (2.)  Thomas  David,  born  Jan. 
21,  1904,  died  July  25,  1914.  (3.)  Ruth,  born  Sept.  26,  1907.  (4.) 
Frances,  born  Sept.  8,  1914.  (5.)  Edna  Maria,  born  Mar.  11,  1919. 

VI.  (1.)  Paul  Tribbey,  a  farmer,  married  Jan.  9,  1924  Mildred  Winni- 
fred  Dutcher.  Ten  children;  Tyner,  Ind.: 

VII.  (1.)  Paul  Wm.,  born  May  18,  1924.  (2.)  Donnabelle  Eradeen, 

born  Dec.  19,  1925.  (3.)  Betty  June,  born  June  9,  1927.  (4.)  James  Donnes, 

born  Oct.  8,  1929.  (5.)  Russel  Donald,  born  Apr.  1,  1930.  (6.)  Robert 
Leon,  born  Oct.  30,  1932.  (7.)  Norma  Lee,  born  Mar.  30,  1933.  (8.) 
Kenneth  Gordon,  born  Oct.  7,  1935.  (9.)  Virginia  Ann.  born  June  26,  1936, 

and  (10.)  Laurence  Eugene,  born  June  13,  1938. 

VI.  (3.)  Ruth  Tribbey,  married  Nov.  23,  1925  Lester  Goheen.  Six 
children : 

VII.  (1.)  Berneta  Ilene,  born  Nov.  12,  1926,  died  Nov.  14.  (2.)  Rol- 

land  Lester,  born  Nov.,  1927.  (3.)  Caroline  Ruth,  born  Jan.  20,  1929..  (4.) 

Mildred  Irene,  born  Mar.  17,  1931.  (5.)  John,  born  July  30,  1933.  (6.) 

Edna  Frances,  born  Mar.  27,  1936. 

V.  (12.)  Daisy  Zehner,  married  Nov.  17,  1913  Ray  Spitler,  a  farmer. 

VI.  (1.)  Rolland,  born  July  23,  1914,  a  farmer,  and  his  twin,  Esther, 
Librarian  at  Plymouth. 
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V.  (13.)  Adam  Zehner,  married  Feb.,  1913  Hazel  Truex;  farmer,  vice 
president  Wolf  Creek  Conservation  club.  He  has  his  father’s  gun  with  new 
barrels  on  his  great  great  grandfather’s  stock. 


% 


*  *  *  * 


WILLIAM  ZEHNER  FAMILY 


ILLIAM  ZEHNER  (IV.  2.),  was  born  Dec.  9,  1831,  in  Schuylkill  Co., 


Pa.,  and  died  Sept.  26,  1907  with  apoplexy  at  Cando,  N.  Dak.,  home 


of  daughter,  Saloma.  He  was  buried  in  Oak  Hill  cemetery  at  Plymouth; 
occupation  miller;  married  Margaret  Landis  Grossman,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.  She 
was  born  Nov.  15,  1  836,  died  Mar.  28,  1917,  aged  80  y.  4  m.  13  d.,  at  Crooks- 
ton,  Minn.,  at  the  home  of  daughter  Ella.  Member  of  Reformed  church;  eight 
children : 

V.  (1.)  Jacob,  born  Nov.  13,  1859,  died  Nov.  23,  1859,  10  d.  22  hr., 
at  Wolf  Creek. 

(2.)  Sylvester  Victor,  born  Dec.  31,  1860,  Wayne  Co.,  died  Nov.  16, 
1934,  aged  73  y.  11  m.  15  d.  The  rest  were  born  at  Sligo,  Marshall  Co.,  Ind. 

(3.)  Cyrus  Wm.,  born  Feb.  5,  1863. 

(4.)  Mary  Alcesta,  born  Mar.  6,  1865,  died  Aug.  19,  1921,  aged  56  y. 
5  m.  13  d. 

(5.)  Saloma  Rebecca,  born  July  6,  1867. 

(6.)  Salena  Margaret,  born  Dec.  1,  1869,  died  Jan.  7,  1897,  aged  27  y. 
1  m.  6  d. 

(7.)  Ellen  Priscilla,  born  Sept.  6,  1872. 

(8.)  Jesse  Ambrose,  born  Jan.  28,  1876. 

V.  (2.)  Sylvester  Victor  Zehner.  He  was  baptized  Apr.  20,  1861;  united 
with  Twin  Lake3  church  at  the  age  of  12. 

When  21  years  of  age,  he  worked  in  a  saw  mill  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.  From 
there  he  went  to  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  drove  a  horse  drawn  street  car.  He  was 
a  mechanical  genius.  He  returned  home  and  purchased  a  saw  mill  at  Tyner, 
moved  it  to  Rolling  Prairie;  then  to  LaPorte;  worked  for  his  father  in  the 
Plymouth  mill,  and  built  a  house.  He  traded  it  to  his  Uncle  Solomon  Zehner 
on  the  mill  at  Monterey  in  1901.  Then  he  moved  his  saw  mill  there  and  ran 
them  until  the  World  War  when  millers  were  licensed.  He  sold  the  machinery 
and  tore  the  buildings  down  in  1914,  retiring  from  active  business.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  was  always  a  diligent  worker  in  re¬ 
ligious  affairs.  He  married  at  Plymouth  1888  Sarah  (Sadie)  Unger,  daughter 
Benjamin;  born  Nov.  13,  1862,  Alliance,  O.,  died  Apr.  27,  1939  at  Har¬ 
vey,  Ill.  They  were  members  M.  E.  church.  Sylvester  died  of  coronary  throm¬ 
bosis,  Nov.  16,  1934;  buried  Oak  Hill  .cemetery,  Plymouth. 


VI.  (1.)  Ilo  Ardell,  born  Aug.  26,  1890.,  LaPorte.  Rest  born  at  Ply- 


-  mouth. 


(2.)  Coral  Blanch,  born  Jan.  5,  1893. 

(3.)  Clayton  Leroy,  born  Apr.  23,  1895. 

(4.)  Harry  Austin,  born  June  13,  1897. 

(5.)  Otto,  born  1899;  died  Nov.  7,  1900,  aged  15  mo. 
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(6.)  Arthur  Roland,  born  Sept.  25,  1904,  Monterey,  Ind.,  died  Jan.  12, 
1906,  aged  15  m.  17  d.  Baptized  by  Rev.  Kloffenstein,  Reformed  church,  Cul¬ 
ver.  Funeral  St.  Paul  Reformed  church  Plymouth,  Rev.  J.  S.  Keppel;  buried 
Oak  Hill  cemetery.  All  the  children  were  baptized  in  infancy. 

VI.  (1.)  Ilo  Ardell  Zehner,  married  Oct.  10,  1911,  to  John  Meiser,  a 
farmer;  members  M.  E.  church:  six  children,  born  Winamac,  Ind.: 

VII.  (1.)  Marcell,  born  Sept.,  1912. 

(2.)  Irma  Sadie,  born  Dec.  27,  1913;  married  Eldon  O.  Shine;  son,  A. 
Preston;  two  sons:  Robert  Eugene,  born  Oct.  27,  1933;  Richard  Allen,  born 
Feb.  3,  1937. 

(3.)  Lois  B.,  born  Jan.  26,  1919;  married  Julius  Ortman;  son  Hubert; 
one  child,  Joan  Lois,  born  Jan.  26,  1938. 

(4.)  Ardell  Letta,  born  Oct.  24,  1922. 

(5.)  John  Sylvester,  born  Nov.  9,  1924. 

(6.)  Margaret  Alice,  born  Jan.  23,  1929. 

VI.  (2.)  Coral  Blanch  Zehner,  married  Fredrick  Umbaugh,  son  John; 
Rochester;  Prof,  of  English  in  high  school  at  Harvey,  Ill.,  24  years.  Four 
children: 

VII.  (1.)  Rachel  Violette,  born  Dec.  17,  1915;  student  University  of 
Illinois. 

(2.)  Robert  Edward,  born  Aug.  28,  1917,  died  Aug.  16,  1923. 

(3.)  James  Otis,  born  Jan.  14,  1921;  high  school  senior,  1938. 

(4.)  Roberta  Jean,  born  Nov.  29,  1923;  high  school  student,  1937. 

VI.  (3.)  Clayton  Leroy  Zehner,  married  Violet  Stout;  daughter  Georgia; 
Medaryville;  school  teacher,  Harvey,  Ill.  He  enlisted  in  the  world  war  in  the 
U.  S.  navy.  Was  pharmacist  mate  2nd  class  on  the  USS  Utah,  during  the  war 
from  June,  1917  to  July,  1919.  He  attended  several  colleges  with  his  school 
work,  and  Northwestern  University.  Has  a  Ph.  B.  from  University  of  Chi¬ 
cago;  M.  S.  degree  from  Indiana  University.  At  Northwestern  University 
Clayton  was  in  a  class  of  Dr.  Craven,  the  great  historian  of  North  Carolina,  he 
asked  the  students  to  write  a  paper  on  their  ancestors.  Dr.  Craven  said  the 
Zehner  and  the  Hoppes'  family  histories  were  the  most  interesting  he  had  ran 
across  for  years  and  asked  for  more  notes,  saying  he  would  make  use  of  them 
in  his  work.  Elected  to  Phi  Delta  Kappa;  was  principal  of  elementary  schools 
in  Illinois  15  years,  and  now  instructor  in  Hyde  Park  High  School,  Chicago. 
Also  active  in  the  American  Legion  which  gave  him  six  citations  for  special 
work.  Treasurer  M.  E.  church  and  Sunday  school  at  Harvey.  Like  his  father 
he  is  a  natural  genius.  He  can  turn  his  hand  to  any  kind  of  work.  One  son: 

VII.  (1.)  Norman  Gean,  born  Aug.  1,  1928,  Harvey,  Ill. 

VI.  (4.)  Harry  Austin  Zehner,  is  single;  enlisted  in  a  cavalry  regiment 
in  the  world  war,  and  reenlisted;  was  transferred  to  the  coast  guard  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  where  he  served  three  years  more.  Lives  at  Monterey,  Ind. 

V.  (3.)  Cyrus  William  Zehner  was  baptized  Aug.  1,  1863;  a  farmer, 
miller  and  baker.  He  worked  for  his  father  in  Eel  River,  Sligo,  1885,  in  the 
Plymouth  mills.  He  bought  a  partnership  bakery  and  restaurant,  Watseka, 
Ill.;  composed  his  own  ads,  one  read: 
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"Bread  is  the  staff  of  life, 

"Baking  is  the  killing  of  a  wife, 

"To  preserve  the  health  of  the  one  you  have  wed, 

"From  C.  \V.  Zehner  buy  your  bread." 

In  1887  he  married  but  his  wife  did  not  like  the  town.  So  he  sold  his  bus¬ 
iness  in  1888,  then  worked  for  his  father  six  years,  in  Plymouth,  then  moved 
to  the  Sligo  farm  and  mill  for  nine  years.  Then  he  bought  a  bakery  in  South 
Bend.  When  he  became  ill,  he  sold  out.  After  he  recovered  his  health  he  built 
a  home  at  203  E.  Paris  St.,  and  built  a  bakery  on  the  rear  of  the  lot.  He  did 
well  making  "Home  made  bread."  He  spent  the  winter  at  his  Lake  Worth, 
Fla.,  home,  and  before  he  resumed  baking  he  fell  and  fractured  his  hip.  Then 
he  retired  from  business.  Sept.  28,  1887,  he  married  Clara  L.  Burgner,  daugh¬ 
ter  Peter;  a  teacher,  in  West  Twp.,  born  Mar.  10,  1865,  died  Feb.  28,  1933, 
aged  67  y.  11m.  18  d.  She  was  buried  in  Riverview,  South  Bend.  Members 
of  the  Broadway  Evangelical  church.  Four  children  were  born  at  Plymouth: 

VI.  (1.)  Harley  William,  born  Sept.  19,  1889. 

(2.)  Lewis  Glen,  born  1891,  died  1892. 

(3.)  Agnes  Erma,  born  Nov.  7,  1892. 

(4.)  Ruby  Esther,  born  1894,  died  1895. 

VI.  (1.)  Harley  Wm.  Zehner,  was  an  honor  student  at  the  South  Bend 
high  school;  attended  the  University  of  Cal.;  and  Harvard  University  Law 
school,  class  1914;  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Massachusetts;  was  on  the  staff  of 
Boston  Aid  Society.  He  enlisted  in  the  air  service,  w^orld  war,  July  6,  1917: 
sailed  Mar.  28,  1918  on  the  converted  German  steamer,  formerly  the  Kronprinz 
Wilhelm;  landed  at  Brest,  France,  Apr.  7,  1918.  He  was  stationed  at  De  Souge, 
Bordeaux,  Tours  and  Islcttes  about  eighteen  miles  west  of  Verdun.  He  was 
also  in  camp  at  St.  Aignam  Augiers.  He  came  home  through  Marseilles  Apr. 
*21,  1919;  was  in  the  army  22  months;  in  France  one  year  and  two  weeks. 
Discharged  May  5,  1919. 

VI.  (3.)  Agnes  Erma  Zehner,  graduate  from  South  Bend  high  school  and 
North  Central  college,  Naperville,  Ill.  She  married  Wednesday,  Apr.  15,  1925, 
Mayville,  N.  Y.,  Wm.  Flanders;  son  George;  Port  Traverton,  Pa.  William 
served  in  the  world  war,  Co.  E.,  314  Regiment,  79  Division  of  Maryland,  May 

29,  1918.  Regimental  Aid  in  no  man’s  land  picking  up  the  wounded.  En¬ 
trained  Hoboken,  N.  J.  July  4,  1918  sailed  on  Leviathan.  A  week  later 
were  at  Brest,  France,  then  by  freight  cars,  auto  trucks  and  hiked  every  day  to¬ 
ward  the  front.  In  November  they  were  ordered  in  the  field  too  soon  after  a 
gas  attack  at  3  a.  m.  He  was  shot  by  gas,  four  days  later  picked  up,  taken  to 
a  hospital;  the  roof  of  his  mouth  and  lungs  badly  burned;  his  back  burned  with 
mustard  gas  and  suffered  shell  shock.  He  was  in  four  hospitals  in  2  Yi  months 
with  bombs  dropping  all  around.  He  was  in  Cherbourg,  France  hospital  w'hen 
the  .armistice  was  signed.  He  returned  to  U.  S.,  on  ship  Mongelia.  Discharged 
Camp  Dix,  Trenton,  N.  J.,  Feb.  28,  1919;  in  U.  S.  hospital  three  months.  In 
the  real  estate  business,  one  son: 

VII.  (l.J  Ralph  Wm.,  born.  Jan.  28,  1927,  South  Bend. 

V.  (4.)  Mary  Alcesta  Zehner,  was  baptized  Dec.  24,  1865,  married  Sept. 

30,  1886,  to  Jacob  Wesley  Mossier,  son  of  Henry;  born  Nov.  7,  1863,  died 
Nov.  6,  1892,  aged  29  y.;  a  farmer.  He  was  superintendent  and  chorister  of  the 
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Twin  Lakes  Reformed  church.  Mary  was  organist  for  the  same  church  from 
the  age  of  14  years  until  after  his  death  she  had  a  sale  and  moved  to  her  parent's 
home  at  Plymouth;  she  was  a  seamstress.  Second  husband,  Hiram  Vanvactor; 
3rd,  Francis  Hossler,  a  brother  to  her  first  husband.  Mary  died  of  pernicious 
anemia.  They  were  buried  in  Oak  Hill  cemetery,  Plymouth. 

VI.  (1.)  Minnie  Grace,  born  Oct.  12,  1887,  Green  Twp.,  Marshall  Co., 
died  Sept.  6,  1906,  aged  18  y.  10  m.  24  d.,  at  Plymouth,  buried  in  Oak  Hill 
cemetery.  She  was  a  member  of  St.  Paul  Reformed  church;  a  telegrapher  for  the 
Wabash  railroad. 

(2.)  Ethel  Corinne,  born  June  27,  1893,  at  Plymouth;  married  Aug.  19, 
1911  Earl  Lewis  Gottschalk;  son  William;  born  Feb.  14,  1891;  a  farmer; 
driver  school  bus,  operates  a  truck;  members  Federated  Reformed  Lutheran 
church.  Three  children,  born  Center  Twp. 

VII.  (1.)  Corinne  Irene,  was  born  May  24,  1915;  graduate  Plymouth 
high  school;  4-H  Club  junior  leader,  married  June  6,  1936  Paul  Sherer,  born 
June  6,  1912;  employee  Telephone  Co.,  New  Carlisle,  Ind.  Two  children; 

VIII.  (1.)  Ralph  Leroy,  born  Feb.  6,  1937,  baptized  Easter. 

(2.)  Sheila  Marie,  born  Dec.  2,  1938,  baptized  Dec.  25,  by  Rev.  Sauer- 
wein. 

2.  Mary  Louise,  born  June  20,  1919,  graduate  Plymouth  high  school; 
4-H  Club  junior  leader. 

3.  Emma  Arabella,  born  Mar.  18,  1922,  student  Plymouth  high  school; 
4-H  Club. 

V.  5.  Saloma  Rebecca  Zehncr,  was  baptized  Oct.  27,  1867;  teacher  of 
voice  and  piano;  married  Mar.  17,  1887  George  Clinton  Long,  born  May  8, 
1864,  died  Nov.  10,  1938  of  pneumonia;  school  teacher  and  farmer.  They 
went  to  California  on  their  wedding  trip,  lived  there  several  years  and  returned 
to  Indiana,  where  they  lived  on  both  their  father's  farms.  They  moved  nine 
miles  from  Cando,  N.  Dak.  Later  years  her  husband  became  secretary  of  the 
Brethren  Bethany  college,  Chicago,  Ill.  After  living  there  several  years  they 
moved  on  a  large  farm  near  Calgary,  Alberta,  at  Irricana,  Canada,  where  he 
farmed  and  was  in  the  elevator  and  coal  business.  He  was  a  minister  of  the 
Brethren  church.  On  their  golden  wedding  anniversary  more  than  200  friends 
surprised  them.  Five  children; 

VI.  (1.)  Leona  Oleta,  born  Jan.  25,  1888,  Sacramento,  Cal. 

(2.)  Adelia  Fay,  born  May  1,  1890,  Sligo,  died  Apr.  27,  1925,  aged  34 
y.  11m.  26  d. 

(3.)  Modest  Welcome,  born  Aug.  27,  1892,  Sligo. 

(4.)  Tyrone  Elbertine,  born  May  27,  1896,  Marshall  Co. 

(5.)  Esther  Margaret,  born  Sept.  1  9 r*  1907,  Cando,  N.  Dak. 

VI.  1.  Leona  Oleta  Long,  attended  Mount  Morris,  Ill.,  college;  married 
July  5,  1908  at  home,  Cando,  N.  Dak.,  Isaac  Melville  McCune,  born  Aug.  27, 
1884,  Kan.;  school  teacher.  They  homesteaded  land  at  Madacine  Lake,  Mon¬ 
tana,  then  moved  to  Canada,  near  her  parents.  He  is  a  minister  of  the  Brethren 
church;  a  member  of  the  1936  Parliament  at  Edmonton,  Canada.  In  1939 
Melville  and  his  daughter  Harvine  Gilberg,  attended  the  banquet  given  in  honor 
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of  King  George  VI.,  and  Queen  Elizabeth  of  England.  The  remainder  of  his 
children  occupied  seats  in  the  balcony  at  Edmonton.  Five  children: 

VII.  1.  Angus  Burnett,  born  Apr.  21,  1909,  N.  Dak.;  farmer;  married 
Dec.  31,  1934,  Hazel  Fisher,  born  Sept.  6,  1908;  school  teacher;  reside  Irricana, 
Alberta,  Canada.  An  adopted  son,  Dec.  23,  1938,  Leslie  Burnette,  born  Nov. 
13,  1938. 

2.  Glen  Isaac,  born  July  27,  1910,  Mont.;  minister  Brethren  church, 
Canada. 

3.  Harvine  Zelda,  born  June  10,  1912,  Mont.;  married  May  9,  1931 
Arvid  Gilberg,  born  Jan.  20,  1907,  Sweden;  four  children: 

VIII.  (1.)  Betty  Lois,  born  Apr.  5,  1932,  Alberta,  Canada. 

(2.)  Mona  June,  born  Nov.  13,  1933,  Alberta,  Canada. 

(3.)  Inga  Lil,  born  Feb.  2,  1935,  Alberta,  Canada. 

j(4.)  Leah  Lind,  born  Dec.  19,  1936,  Alberta,  Canada. 

4.  Margaret  Oleta,  born  Jan.  11,  1914,  Mont.;  married  July  30,  1935, 
Edwin  Eric  Brandt,  B.  A.  B.  D.,  born  Aug.  4,  1905;  professor  in  Baptist  col¬ 
lege  and  minister;  one  son,  Beverly  Donald,  born  May  15,  1938,  Prince  Rupert, 
B.  C.,  Canada. 

5.  Ada  Fay,  born  Oct.  1,  1917,  Alberta,  Canada;  music  student. 

VI.  2.  Adelia  Fay  Long,  married  June  30,  1912  Irvin  F.  Kitterman,  me¬ 
chanic,  Chicago,  Ill.  She  died  in  Chicago,  buried  in  Oak  Hill  cemetery,  Ply¬ 
mouth,  Ind. 

VI.  3.  Modest  Welcome  Long,  a  farmer;  twice  married;  Cando,  N.  Dak.; 
1st  jnarried  Mar.  25,  1914  Myrtle  Scribner,  born  1886,  died  Aug.  10,  1924; 
2nd  married  Oct.  3,  1925  Marion  Case,  born  Dec.  21,  1905,  N.  Dak.  Myrtle’s 
child: 

VII.  1.  Modesto  Salome,  born  Jan.  15,  1915,  N.  Dak.;  married  Oct.  16, 
1934  Norman  Henricks,  born  Feb.  7,  1911,  Calgary,  Canada.  One  son,  Ralph 
Kenneth,  born  Nov.  15,  1935  Cal. 

Marion’s  children: 

(2.)  Patricia,  born  Feb.  19,  1926,  N.  Dak. 

(3.)  Maxine,  born  Apr.  12,  1927,  Alberta,  Canada. 

(4.)  Lucile,  born  Feb.  26,  1929,  Alberta,  Canada. 

(5.)  Betty  Jean,  born  June  18,  1930,  Alberta,  Canada. 

(6.)  Jo  Ann,  born  Nov.  17,  1932,  Alberta,  Canada. 

VI.  4.  Tyrone  Elbertine,  married  Mar.  1,  1914  John  Prickett,  born  Feb. 
6,  1893,  Mo.  He  and  sons  staked  gold  claims,  B.  C.,  Canada,  all  6  ft. -|—  tall. 

VII.  1.  Robert  Milton,  born  Mar.  11,  1917,  Alberta;  works  own  gold 
claim. 

(2.)  Donald  Irwin,  born  July  16,  1919,  Alberta;  works  own  gold  claim. 

VI.  5.  Esther  Margaret  Long,  graduate  1932,  sacred  music  Bethany 
Brethren  college,  Chicago;  married  Sept.  8,  1929  John  Crawford,  born  Oct. 
6,  1906,  Alberta,  Canada;  farmer. 

VII.  (1.)  Nova  Gwenneth,  born  Sept.  1  1,  1933,  Alberta. 

(2.)  Adelia  Ardith,  born  Apr.  27,  1939,  Calgary,  Canada. 
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V.  6.  Salena  Margaret  Zehner,  baptized  Apr.  17,  1870;  United  Twin 
Lakes  Reformed  church  Apr.  6,  1884;  transferred  to  Plymouth  Reformed 
church  1887. 

Salena  was  patient,  of  a  lovable  sweet  tempered  disposition,  a  successful  and 
most  devoted  worker  for  the  master  in  church,  S.  S.,  C.  E.,  and  Jr.  W.  C.  T.  U., 
wherever  she  could  serve.  Interested  in  books  and  music  and  needle  work, 
taking  first  prize  at  county  fair.  To  persuade  her  to  enter  her  work  father  said 
he  would  buy  her  the  best  buggy  harness  in  town.  Salena  was  a  pious  girl  and 
her  piety  deepened  with  every  year.  Not  being  in  robust  health  for  some  years 
she  took  typhoid  pneumonia  of  fourteen  days  duration.  From  the  first  she 
spoke  of  it  as  her  final  sickness  in  the  world  of  sin,  pain,  disappointment  and 
disease.  She  gave  remarkable  testimony,  such  as  would  bring  encouragement 
and  strength  to  the  Christian,  and  an  almost  irresistible  appeal  of  reconciliation 
to  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  With  wonderful  patience  she  magnified 
her  Lord  in  very  select  and  tender  quotations  from  Scripture  and  songs,  and 
in  original  verse  and  song.  She  was  conscious  of  the  approach  of  death  and 
greeted  it  as  looking  forward,  a  remarkable,  almost  superhuman  ability,  during 
her  last  days,  the  glympses  of  the  future  and  welcome  in  store  for  her  which  her 
soul  seemed  to  see,  she  described  to  the  watching  family.  It  will  ever  strengthen 
the  faith  and  assurance  of  Christian  friends  in  the  peace  and  joy  of  the  eternal 
life  just  beyond  the  veil,  promised  those  who  put  their  faith  in  Jesus,  the  Lamb 
of  God,  and  the  Savior  of  the  world.  She  died  in  triumph  through  Him  who  is 
“the  Resurrection  and  the  Life,”  Jan.  7,  1897,  aged  27  y.  11  m.  6  d.  Funeral 
text  “The  Master  has  come  and  called  for  thee.”  Service  was  conducted  by 
Rev.  I.  Rothcnberger  at  St.  Paul  Reformed  church;  burial  Oak  Hill  cemetery. 
Father  said,  “the  burning  of  the  mill  was  nothing  if  only  she  could  have  lived.’’ 

V.  7.  Ellen  Priscilla  Zehner,  was  baptized  Dec.  29,  1872  by  Rev.  Jesse 
Schlosser;  catechised  by  Rev.  P.  J.  Spangler;  united  with  Twin  Lakes  church 
Apr.  6,  1884;  Rev.  Wm.  Fromm;  transferred  to  St.  Paul  church,  Plymouth, 
1887;  completed  three  year  course  of  community  training  schools,  international 
S.  S.  council  of  board  education;  specialized  in  '‘Bible’’  for  teaching  with  one 
year  special  work;  Rev.  Frank  McKibon,  dean  Northwestern  University;  per¬ 
sonal  worker  under  J.  Wilbur  Chapman;  served  many  churches;  alto  choirs, 
S.  S.  teacher,  Jr.  C.  E.  story  hour;  secretary  and  treasurer  auxiliaries  and  mis¬ 
sionary  societies;  corresponding  secretary  Adam’s  Presbytery  of  Northern  Minn.; 
served  several  years  as  a  director  South  Bend  Federated  churches  Missionary 
Society;  . 

“The  greatest  thrill  of  my  life  was  hearing  two  evening  concerts  of  Ira  D. 
Sankey  and  lecture  of  his  travels  with  Dewight  L.  Moody.’’  She  was  married 
at  home  with  reception  Dec.  9,  1891  cn  her  father’s  60th  birthday,  her  par¬ 
ent’s  33rd  wedding  anniversary,  by  Rev.  I.  Rothenberger,  with  a  ring  ceremony, 
to  Austin  Otto  Carpenter,  son  of  Aaron  Randolph,  born  Jan.  3,  1868.  He 
was  train  dispatcher;  uniform  rank  K.  of  P.,  and  Masonic  fraternity.  Ella  was 
born  and  lived  at  Sligo,  Plymouth,  Ashley,  Frankfort,  Lafayette,  now  South 
Bend,  Ind.;  a  member  Westminster  Presbyterian  church.  Lived  at  Durand, 
Saginaw,  Battle  Creek,  Petoskey,  Grand  Rapids,  Detroit,  Marquette,  Michigan; 
twice  at  Montpelier,  Ohio,  Fond  Du  Lac,  Wis.„  Fargo,  N.  Dak.,  Crookston. 
Minn.,  five  years  Pasco,  Wash.,  Windslow,  Ariz.,  Dennison,  Tex.  During 
vacation  traveled  over  most  of  the  U.  S.;  took  boat  rides  on  the  Great  Lakes, 
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the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans,  several  trips  through  Canada  to  Niagara  Falls, 
and  Hudson  river.  In  all  travels  I  found  the  best  drinking  water  comes  from 
the  wells  of  Indiana. 

V.  8.  Jesse  Ambrose  Zehner,  was  baptized  June  4,  1876  by  Rev.  L.  Rich¬ 
ter,  Reformed  Twin  Lakes  church;  attended  Valparaiso  University;  miller;  K. 
of  P.,  Masonic,  Eastern  Star  fraternities;  St.  Paul  M.  E.  church,  South  Bend; 
played  in  the  first  kid  band  of  Plymouth  and  up  to  a  few  years  ago.  Married 
June  27,  1900  Dottie  Unger,  daughter  Sylvanus;  born  June  14,  1880,  Donald¬ 
son;  two  children. 

VI.  1.  Rieta  Salena,  born  Apr.  26,  1901,  Plymouth;  member  Reformed 
church;  high  school  graduate;  member  debating  team;  won  Northern  Indiana 
gold  medal  in  declamation  contest;  read  “The  Lion  and  the  Mouse”  by  Chas. 
Klein;  attended  Ward  Belmont  college,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  Lyceum  Arts  Con¬ 
servatory,  Chicago,  Ill.;  graduated  from  Drama  Art  and  piano;  an  actress  five 
years;  played  leads  in  Dramatic  stock,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Evanston,  Ill.,  Lincoln, 
Neb.,  and  Minnesota;  Repertoire  and  Eastern  Star;  married  Wm.  P.  Hunt, 
electrician;  one  son,  Donald  Patrick,  born  July,  1932,  at  Chicago,  Ill. 

VI.  2.  Margaret  Frances,  born  July  29,  1903;  graduate  Plymouth  high 
school,  class  1922;  Butler  University  1922-23;  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  voice  and 
piano;  Valparaiso  University  Conservatory  of  Music;  voice  and  recital  at  Wes¬ 
leyan  University,  Bloomington,  Ill.;  business  course  in  Typing  and  shorthand; 
taught  2nd  and  3rd  grades  Alexandria,  Ind.,  1925,  and  Watseka,  Ill.,  1926; 
Girl  Scout  Training;  General  course — Camp  Dellwood,  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
1931;  Camp  Director  Innisfue,  Detroit,  Mich.,  1934;  Administration  of  Local 
Council  Camp  Edith  Macy,  Briorcliff,  Manor,  N.  Y.,  1934;  Training  Method, 
Turkey  Run,  Ind.,  1935;  Troop  Progress,  Juniper  Knoll,  Wis.,  1936;  Direc¬ 
tor  Girl  Scout  Camps — 1933  Lake  Bloomington,  Bloomington,  Ill.;  1934 
Stephens  Point,  Wis.,  G.  S.  Camp  on  Sunset  Lake;  Freeport,  Ill.,  G.  S.  Camp, 
and  Racine,  Wis.,  Day  Camp  on  Lake  Michigan;  1935  Marinette,  Wis.,  G.  S. 
Camp  on  Lake  Pennicook;  Nel  Albany,  Ind.,  Camp;  and  Manitowoc,  Wis., 
Camp,  Pigeon  Lake.  Also  three  troop  camps  in  Illinois.  “Starved  Rock”  and 
“Pontiac”;  Local  director  of  Girl  Scout  Council  for  Hammond,  Ind.,  1936  to 
present  time;  gave  an  “International  Folk  Festival,”  she  wrote  and  directed, 
nearly  six  hundred  participating.  Every  troop  represented  a  country,  very  color¬ 
ful,  beautiful,  best  planned  of  any  entertainment  given  at  Hammond,  the  press 
reported.  She  began  supervising  12  camps  and  has  grown  to  53  camps,  1939. 

Margaret  Frances,  member  Eastern  Star;  married,  has  one  daughter,  Roberta 
Jean;  is  a  graduate  1938  Hammond  high  school;  pianist  in  school  and  for  the 
glee  club;  student  Frances  Shimer  Jr.  College,  Mt.  Carroll,  Ill.  Margaret's  hus¬ 
band  from  “Livingston  County  in  the  World  War,”  129  Inf.,  Hdqrs.  Det. 
33  Div. 

Karl  V.  Keck,  son  Charles  W.  Keck,  Fairbury,  Ill.  Born  Jan.  20,  1895, 
Fairbury,  Ill.,  Insurance.  Enlisted  Jufy  24,  1917,  Pontiac,  Ill.,  Mobilized 
7-25-1917,  Pontiac,  Ill.,  Pvt.  Hdqs.  Co.  129  Inf.  To  Camp  Logan,  Texas, 
9-13-1917.  Transferred  to  Hdqs.  Det.,  33  Div.,  11-27-1917.  Promoted 
to  Reg.  Sgt.  Maj.,  11-27-1917.  Sailed  from  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  5-16-1918,  on 
Mt.  Vernon.  Landed  at  Brest,  France,  5-25-1918.  Engagements;  Major  Op¬ 
eration,  Somme  Offensive,  8-22-1918,  Major  Operation,  Meuse-Argonne  Of¬ 
fensive,  9-25 - 10-22-1918;  Minor  Operation,  Defense  of  Troyon  Sec- 
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tor,  10-25 — 11-11-1918,  Army  of  Occupation,  Luxemburg,  12-15-1918 — 
1-27-1919.  Sailed  from  Brest,  France,  2-11-1919,  on  Rhode  Island.  Landed 
at  Newport  News,  Virginia,  2-28-1919;  to  Camp  Hill,  2-28-1919;  to  Camp 
Grant,  3-11-1919.  Discharged  March  20,  1919.  Insurance  business. 

*  *  *  * 

MICHAEL  B.  ZEHNER  FAMILY 

MICHAEL  ZEHNER  (IV.  3.),  was  born  Dec.  7,  1833,  Columbia  Co., 
Pa.,  died  Wolf  Creek,  June  28,  1917,  buried  Pisgah  cemetery,  1917; 

miller  and  farmer;  married  Mar.  5, - Malinda  Voreis,  born  Nov.  18, 

- - ,  died  Mar.  6, - Wolf  Creek,  Ind.;  eight  children  born  at  Wolf  Creek; 

three  died:  (1.)  William,  born  May  24,  died  about  21  years  of  age.  (2.) 
Emanual.  (3.)  Mary. 

V.  (4.)  Rosetta,  born  Mar.  22,  1863,  single. 

(5.)  Elizabeth,  born  Apr.  15,  1866. 

(6.)  Benjamin,  born  Nov.  9,  1867. 

(7,)  Ida,  born  Nov.  8,  1872,  died  Nov.  18,  1938,  aged  66  y.  10  d. 

(8.)  Simon,  born  Nov.  10,  1878. 

V.  5.  Elizabeth  Zehner,  married  Feb.  28,  1886  J.  N.  Clevenger,  farmer, 
Wolf  Creek;  five  children: 

VI.  1.  Verna  M.,  born  Nov.  5,  1887. 

2.  Clara  E.,  born  Apr.  17,  1891. 

3.  Ella,  born  Dec.  12,  1895. 

4.  Walter,  born  Apr.  8,  1900. 

5.  Ruth  May,  born  May  23,  1903,  deceased. 

VI.  1.  Verna  M.  Clevenger,  married  Henry  Elsworth  Snyder,  farmer,  Ar¬ 
gos.  Three  children. 

VII.  (1.)  Marjorie  E.  (2.)  Vera  C.  (3.)  Mary  Ruth. 

2.  Clara  E.  Clevenger,  married  Ira  Ringer,  farmer.  Three  children. 

VII.  (1.)  Ruth  E.,  married  Wayne  Kline,  Culver,  Ind.;  one  son,  Robert 
Wayne,  born  Sept.  21,  1937.  (2.)  Berneice.  (3.)  Norman  W. 

3.  Ella  Clevenger,  married  Glen  Marsh,  farmer.  One  child,  Elizabeth  May. 

4.  Walter  Clevenger,  farmer,  married  Edna  Laurence.  Four  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Lois  Marcelle.  (2.)  Phylis  Jean.  (3.)  James  A.  (4.)  Betty 
Marie. 

V.  6.  Benjamin  Zehner,  farmer,  cider  press,  and  saw  mill;  married  Mar. 
10,  1898  Elizabeth  Born,  born  Apr.  14,  1878;  Episcopalian.  Eight  children 
born  Wolf  Creek,  Ind. 

VI.  (1.)  Harold  Oscar,  born  June  13,  1901. 

(2.)  Reo  Frederick,  born  Aug.  13,  1903. 

(3.)  Ethel  Irene,  born  Dec.  13,  1905. 

(4.)  Florence  Marie,  born  Nov.  19,  1907. 

(5.)  Goldie  Berniece,  born  Mar.  23,  1910. 

(6.)  Merle  Michael,  born  Nov.  13,  1911. 

(7.)  Donald  Benjamin,  born  July  19,  1914. 

(8.)  Wayne  Devon,  born  Nov.  23,  1921. 
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VI.  1.  Harold  Oscar  Zehner,  farmer,  director  Wolf  Creek  Conservation 
Club,  married  Dec.  5,  1925  Frances  Roberts,  born  Aug.  24,  1904;  four  chil¬ 
dren: 

VII.  (1.)  Oscar,  Jr.,  born  Mar.  7,  1927. 

(2.)  Arthur,  born  Mar.  15,  1930. 

(3.)  Lou  Ella,  born  Feb.  17,  1932. 

(4.)  Anna  May,  born  May  24,  1936. 

VI.  (2.)  Reo  Frederick  Zehner,  graduate  Plymouth  high  school;  a  super¬ 
visor  teacher  Rassmussen  Business  college,  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  married  May  30, 
1925  Mary  Whittaker,  born  July  8,  1906;  two  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Joan  C.,  born  June  30,  1927. 

(2.)  Jean  E.,  born  Aug.  12,  1931. 

VI.  (3.)  Ethel  Irene  Zehner,  graduate  Plymouth  high  school;  employed 
in  office  Studebaker  Auto  Co.;  married  Aug.  31,  1929  Loren  Berkey,  born  Oct. 
31,  1903;  farmer;  two  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Ronald  Devon,  born  May  8,  1933. 

(2.)  Janet  Elaine,  born  Dec.  1  1,  1935. 

VI.  (4.)  Florence  Marie  Zehner,  graduate  Plymouth  high  school;  billing 
clerk,  Indiana  &  Michigan  Electric  Co.,  South  Bend;  married  Nov.  10,  1929 
William  Heierman;  son  Henry;  born  May  1  1,  1905;  plays  orchestra  Progres¬ 
sive  Brethren  church;  accountant.  Florence  is  secretary  of  Zehner  Reunion, 
1939. 

VI.  (5.)  Goldie  Bernice  Zehner,  graduate  Plymouth  high  school;  married 
Mar.  10,  1934  Marshall  Ralston,  born  Mar.  23,  1910;  trucking  and  radio, 
Argos. » 

VII.  (1.)  Annebell,  born  Apr.  21,  1935.  (2.)  Eugene  Marshall,  born 

Mar.  5,  1937.  (3.)  Edwin  Leroy,  born  Oct.  3,  1938. 

VI.  (6.)  Merle  Michael  Zehner,  graduate  Plymouth  high  school;  drives 
transfer  truck;  married  Aug.  1  7,  1935  Mabel  Ross,  born  Jan.  27,  1914;  one 
son,  Jerry  Ross,  born  Jan.  1,  1937,  Argos. 

VL  (7.)  Donald  Benjamin  Zehner,  graduate  Plymouth  high  school;  cus¬ 
todian  Wolf  Creek  Conservation  Club. 

VI.  (8.)  Wayne  Devon  Zehner,  a  graduate  of  the  Argos  High  school, 
1939. 

V.  (7.)  Ida  Zehner,  married  Jacob  Richard,  farmer  Wolf  Creek;  member 
St.  Michael  Catholic  church;  six  children: 

VI.  (1.)  Charles,  married  and  has  seven  children. 

(2.)  Clarence,  married  and  has  twelve  children;  Mishawaka,  Ind. 

(3.)  Rosa,  died;  married - Schaltz,  Mishawaka,  Ind. 

(4.)  Peter,  married. 

(5.)  Elizabeth,  at  home. 

(6.)  William,  at  home. 

V.  (8.)  Simon  Zehner,  a  farmer  at  Wolf  Creek;  married  Mina  Zumbaugh, 
rural  school  teacher;  four  children: 
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VI.  (1.)  Henry,  Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. 

(2.)  Orval,  Postal  Telegraph  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. 

(3.)  Welland,  farmer;  married  -  Hosstetter,  two  children:  VII. 

(1.)  Evadena  Welland.  (2.)  Edwin  Jean. 

(4.)  Milo,  engineer  research  work,  Goodyear,  Akron,  Q.;  married  Mary 
Wilds;  one  daughter,  Marylan  Cathalene,  born  May  13,  1936. 

*  *  *  * 

ELIZABETH  ZEHNER-HULLINGER 

ELIZABETH  ZEHNER  (IV.  4.),  daughter  Solomon  family,  born  Colum¬ 
bia  Co.,  Pa.,  Dec.  3,  1835,  died  Nov.  21,  1935,  near  Argos,  buried  Pisgah 
cemetery,  Wolf  Creek,  Ind.;  married  Jacob  Hullinger,  carpenter;  two  chil¬ 
dren  born  at  Wolf  Creek: 

V.  (1  .)  Leonard,  born  1860,  deceased;  (2.)  John  Jacob,  born  Feb.  14, 
1863,  died  Apr.  28,  1934,  aged  71  y.  2  m.  14  d.;  farmer;  married  Oct.  27, 
1889  Alice  Hipsher;  two  children: 

VI.  (1.)  George,  born  Sept.  15,  1890,  farmer;  married  June  15,  1922 
Edna  Stayton. 

(2.)  Charles,  born  May  24,  1895,  farmer;  married  Apr.  26,  1922  Helen 
Kepler;  one  daughter.  Hazel  Frances,  born  Nov.  15,  1922;  student  Argos  high 
school. 
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John  Zehner  Family 

JOHN  ZEHNER  (IV.  5.),  born  Nov.  15.  1837,  Columbia  Co.,  Pa.,  died 
J  Memphis,  Ind.,  Sept.  11,  191 1,  at  home  of  daughter  Lottie;  miller;  Masonic 
fraternity;  married  Oct.  21,  1858  Sarah  Jane  Wickizer,  born  Fairfield,  O., 
June  3,  1839,  died  Dec.  25,  1903,  aged  64  y.  6  m.  22  d.,  at  Argos,  Ind.; 
Christian  church;  buried  at  Poplar  Grove  cemetery  near  Argos;  seven  children; 

V.  (1.)  Gideon  P.,  born  May  27,  1859,  died  Dec.  15,  1936;  aged  77  y. 
6  m.  18  d. 

(2.)  Minnie,  born  June  22,  1861,  died  Nov.  11,  1922;  aged  61  y.  4  m. 

19  d. 

(3.)  Solomon  W.,  born  June  21,  1866. 

(4.)  Emma,  born  Nov.  13,  1868;  died  aged  38  years. 

(5.)  Lottie  Blanche,  born  Aug.  1,  1874. 

(6.)  Jcnne  B.,  born  Sept.  22,  1876. 

(7.)  John  Floyd,  born  Apr.  22,  1882;  died  Feb.  28,  1925;  aged  42  y. 
10  m.  6  d. 

V.  (1.)  Gideon  P.  Zehner,  was  named  after  his  Uncle  Gideon  Zehner  and 
received  $500.00  and  by  his  will  1/12  of  his  estate.  He  was  a  drayman  for 
a  number  of  years  at  Argos,  and  later  a  retired  farmer.  He  married  Nancy  A. 
Cook  Oct.  27,  1883.  She  died  Feb.  5,  1924.  Members  of  Christian  church. 
Seven  children  were  born  at  Argos: 

VI.  (1.)  Elery  Albert,  born  Jan.  22,  1886.  (2.)  Velma,  born  Apr. 

25,  1887;  died  aged  5  y.  (3.)  Bessie,  born  Jan.  15,  1890.  (4.)  Earl  P., 

born  June  30,  1892.  (5.)  Ray  G.,  born  Nov.  6,  1894.  (6.)  Howard,  born 

Oct.  5,  1896.  (7.)  Fay,  born  Sept.  20,  1901. 

VI.  (1.)  Elery  Albert  Zehner,  grade  and  high  school  at  Argos  and  Au¬ 
burn;  International  Business  college,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.;  enlisted  in  U.  S.  Navy, 
Chicago,  Ill.,  Nov.  5,  1905;  commissioned  an  officer  Dec.  3,  1915;  served  dur¬ 
ing  the  world  war  in  the  rank  of  Ensign,  Lieutenant  Junior  grade,  and  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Senior  grade;  did  duty  on  a  Naval  Transport  and  made  thirteen  trips  to 
France  with  soldiers.  He  retired  after  thirty  years  service  in  July,  1936.  Nov. 
24,  1910  he  married  Herma  Olive  Martin,  near  Bremen,  Ind.,  now  living  in 
San  Diego,  Calif.  They  had  three  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Herma  Georgie,  graduated  from  William  and  Mary  college  in 
Virginia,  1933. 

(2.)  Elery  Martin,  third  year  West  Point  Military  Academy  1935. 

(3.)  Irene  Thelma,  2nd  year  high  school,  Chicago,  1935. 

VI.  (3.)  Bessie  Zehner;  reporter  for  Argos  Reflector;  married  the  editor,  D. 
Alton  Rheubottom,  now  editor  of  the  Wakarusa,  Ind.  Tribune. 

VI.  (4.)  Earl  P.  Zehner,  married  Clea  Hinbaugh.  Two  children.  His 
2nd  wife  was  Margaret  Stroter. 
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VII.  (1.)  Glen.  (2.)  Harold. 

VI.  (5.)  Ray  G.  Zehner,  married  Avarillia  Scott,  Tyner.  Five  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Iva  May.  (2.)  Raymond.  (3.)  Rex  Leroy.  (4.)  Kenneth 
D.  (3.)  Edith  Marie. 

VI.  (6.)  Howard  Zehner,  married  twice;  1st,  Nellie  Denny,  two  children: 
2nd,  Laura  Blyth,  July  15,  1936: 

VII.  (1.)  James.  (2.)  Hubert. 

VI.  (7.)  Fay  Zehner,  married  Neuberry  Cooper,  Elkhart,  Ind.  Eight 
children: 

VII.  (1.)  Virginia.  (2.)  Robert.  (3.)  Frances.  (4.)  Betty  Lou.  (5.) 
Mary  Ellen.  (6.)  Donald.  (7.)  June  Ilene.  (8.)  William. 

V.  (2.)  Minnie  Zehner,  married  Albert  Jordan,  Argos,  Ind.;  moved  to 
Portland,  Ore.,  Apr.  1889,  and  lived  at  Hubbard,  Ore.  Two  children: 

VI.  (1.)  Zeal  M.  Jordan,  born  Sept.  14,  1886,  Argos,  Ind.;  went  with 
her  parents  to  Oregon;  married  in  1910  at  Flubbard,  Ore.,  to  Earl  L.  Tim¬ 
mons.  Five  children.  Live  at  Portland,  Ore.: 

VII.  (1.)  Howard,  born  Nov.  10,  1911;  married  July  15,  1935  Hazel 
Espedal. 

(2  )  Ruth,  born  Feb.  2,  1914;  married  Aug.  17,  1934  Glen  Helfrich. 
(3.)  Velma,  born  Jan.  15,  1921. 

(4.)  Helen,  born  Dec.  12,  1921. 

(5.)  Earl  L.,  born  June  19,  1923. 

VI.  (2.)  Laural  Blanch  Jordan,  born  Portland,  Ore.,  June  24,  1889; 
moved  to  Hubbard,  Ore.,  1891;  married  Aug.  30,  1912  to  Alford  Livingston. 
Six  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Lucile,  born  Aug.  14,  1914.  (2.)  Ursel,  born  Oct.  26,  1915. 

(3.)  Ray,  born  Aug.  10,  1918.  (4.)  Mildred,  born  June  14,  1922.  (5.) 

Maxine,  born  June  18,  1931.  (6.)  Barbara,  born  Feb.  25,  1933.  They  live 

on  a  farm  with  his  parents,  eight  miles  east  of  Woodburn,  Ore. 

V.  (3.)  Solomon  W.  Zehner,  born  June  21,  1866,  three  miles  northwest 
of  Sligo,  Ind.;  lived  and  educated  at  Argos;  attended  Normal  at  Valparaiso, 
Ind. ;  went  to  Portland,  Ore.,  in  Apr.  1889;  the  next  year  to  Phillipsburg, 
Mont.,  and  worked  for  a  mining  company  and  the  Northern  Pacific  Express 
Co.,  to  1892;  returned  to  Hubbard,  Ore.,  in  1897;  married  Hattie  Vredenburg; 
R.  F.  D.  mail  carrier  1907-1933.  He  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of  the 
Christian  church.  Eleven  children: 

VI.  (1.)  Ora  Sylvester.  (2.)  Nora  Jane.  (3.)  Ruby  Charlotte.  (4.) 
Hattie  Virginia.  (5.)  Marvin  Solomon.  (6.)  Alice  Viola.  (7.)  Bessie 
Gladys.  (8.)  Arthur  Russel.  (9.)  Florence  Edith.  (10.)  Julia  Elizabeth. 
(11.)  Lucile. 

VI.  (1.)  Ora  Sylvester  Zehner,  married  Dorothy  Broyles;  four  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Marion.  (2.)  Elmer.  (3.)  Sydney.  (4.)  Velma;  Hubbard, 

Ore. 

VI.  (2.)  Nora  Jane  Zehner,  married  Ralph  McKay;  Two  children: 
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VII.  (1.)  Donald.  (2.)  Dorothy;  Capco,  Calif. 

VI.  (3.)  Ruby  Charlotte  Zehner,  married  Frank  Phares;  two  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Elard.  (2.)  Paulenc;  Oregon  City,  Ore. 

(4.)  Hattie  Virginia  Zehner,  married  Raymond  Chapman;  three  children: 

(1.)  Jean.  (2.)  Boyd.  (3.)  Vernon;  all  of  Medford,  Ore. 

(5.)  Marvin  Solomon  Zehner,  married  Olive - ,  Colorado. 

(6.)  Alice  Viola  Zehner,  married  Phillip  Lounsberry;  one  child;  Ann, 
Pasadena,  Calif. 

(7.)  Bessie  Gladys  Zehner,  deceased. 

(8.)  Arthur  Russel  Zehner,  married  Marion  Carlson;  live  on  the  home 
farm. 

(9.)  Florence  Edith  Zehner,  married  Gilbert  Califf;  two  children: 

(1.)  William.  (2.)  Buddy;  Estacado,  Ore. 

(10.)  Julia  Elizabeth  Zehner,  married  Kenneth  Fisher;  two  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Marlene  Dora.  (2.)  Darlene  May;  Astora,  Ore. 

(11.)  Lucille  Zehner,  married  Thomas  Higginbothim,  Woodburn,  Ore. 

V.  (4.)  Emma  Zehner,  was  born  Nov.  13,  1868  in  Illinois.  She  spent 
her  girlhood  at  Argos,  Ind.  In  1887  she  married  Mark  Fryman  and  lived  at 
Plymouth.  After  her  mother  died  in  1903,  she  went  with  her  sister,  Minnie, 
to  Hubbard,  Ore.,  then  to  Woodbury,  Ore.  At  New  Year  she  visited  her  sister, 
died  suddenly,  and  was  buried  there,  aged  38  years.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Christian  church,  a  beautiful  Christian  character. 

V.  (5.)  Lottie  Blanch  Zehner,  was  raised  and  married  at  Argos,  Jan.  2, 
1898  to  Charles  Bowell.  When  Ethel,  their  eldest  daughter,  was  five  months 
old  they  moved  to  his  father's  farm  at  Memphis,  Ind.,  where  five  of  her  chil¬ 
dren  were  born.  In  the  summer  of  1911  her  husband  had  typhoid  fever  and 
died  two  hours  after  an  appendix  operation.  Her  youngest  child  was  born 
some  months  after  his  death.  Her  father  went  to  her  home,  and  died  there 
Sept.  11,  1911.  She  remained  on  the  farm  with  her  family  'till  1917  when  she 
purchased  a  house  and  moved  to  Memphis.  During  the  World  War  she  sewed 
for  the  government.  She  married  her  second  husband  in  1919,  Albert  Sweeney. 
They  lived  on  his  farm  'til  1923,  then  moved  to  Indianapolis.  He  died  in 
1926.  She  is  an  active  member  of  Cadle  Tabernacle,  and  sings  in  the  choir  of 
1400  voices,  and  is  a  member  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  in  Indianapolis.  She  had  six 
children  by  her  first  husband: 

VI.  (1.)  Ethel  Genevie,  born  Oct.  31,  1898.  (2.)  Donald  Zehner  Bowell, 

born  Feb.  4,  1902.  (3.)  Edith  May,  born  Dec.  12,  1903.  (4.)  Erdine  Fran¬ 
ces,  born  May  3,  1906.  (5.)  Katherine  Mabel,  born  Sept.  16,  1908.  (6.) 

Murel  Frances,  born  Mar.  24,  1912. 

VI.  (L)  Ethel  Genevie  Bowell,  married  1st,  Aug.  24,  1918  Jay  King 
Brockelhurst,  died  Memphis,  Ind.  Three  children;  married  2nd,  Sept.  25, 
1937  Samuel  Linn. 

VII.  (1.)  Marnel  James,  born  Aug.  15,  1919,  Memphis;  graduate  Tech 
high  school,  Indianapolis 

(2.)  Irvin,  student  Tech  high  school,  Indianapolis. 

(3.)  Eugene  B.,  born  Nov.  15,  1923,  died  Jan.  30,  1933. 
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(2.)  Donald  Zehner  Bowell,  born  at  Memphis;  served  a  few  years  in  U. 
S.  Navy;  employed  by  Building  Supply  Co.,  Cincinnati,  O.;  married  Dec.  10, 
1925  Dorothey  Whitacker.  One  child,  died  in  infancy. 

(3.)  Edith  May  Bowell,  married  1st,  in  1925  Harry  Davis.  One  son, 
Harry  Gilbert,  Born  Nov.  13,  1925,  at  Indianapolis.  Edith  married  2nd,  Loyd 
Howard. 

(4.)  Erdine  Frances  Bowell,  married  Jan.  9,  1933  Ray  Stony,  Madison, 

Ind. 

(5.)  Kathrine  Mable  Bowell,  married  Mar.  22,  1926  George  Russell, 
Washington,  Ind.  Three  children,  born  in  Indianapolis,  Ind: 

VII.  (1.)  Virginia  Louise,  born  Aug.  2,  1927. 

(2.)  Charles  Howard,  born  Feb.  28,  1930. 

(3.)  James  Zehner  Russell,  born  Mar.  2,  1934. 

(6.)  Murrel  Frances  Bowell,  married  1st,  Dec.  19,  1932  Otto  Gcney,  Oak¬ 
land,  Calif;  married  2nd,  Nov.  24,  1938  Elvet  Phillips. 

V.  (6.)  Jennie  B.  Zehner,  born  Sept.  22,  1876  at  Argos;  with  her  brother 
John,  she  established  the  first  telephone  exchange  there;  sold  it  in  1902;  in  1904 
married  Wm.  G.  Hamm,  farmer  of  Memphis.  Three  children: 

VI.  (1.)  William  Zehner  Hamm,  born  Aug.  28,  1905;  married  May 
30,  1 924  Mable  Abbott.  Four  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Helen  M.,  born  July  31,  1925. 

(2.)  William  Zehner  Hamm,  born  Sept.  17,  1926. 

(3.)  John  Marvin,  born  Oct.  25,  1928. 

(4.)  Theodore  Casson,  born  June  26,  1934. 

VI.  (2.)  Russ  J.  Hamm,  born  Aug.  18,  1909;  married  Apr.  20,  1935 
Thelma  Alpha. 

(3.)  Homer  Howard  Hamm,  born  Apr.  9,  1914. 

V.  (7.)  John  Floyd  Zehner,  born  Apr.  22,  1882,  Argos,  died  Feb.  28, 
1925;  married  June  28,  1904  Blanche  Robbins,  Rochester.  Two  children: 

John  helped  his  father  in  the  harness  shop,  giving  his  spare  time  to 
the  study  of  electricity;  was  with  his  sister  Jennie  in  the  telephone  exchange 
at  Argos,  building  up  a  good  business.  He  sold  in  1902.  He  was  with  the 
Telephone  Co.,  at  Pierston,  Ind.,  several  years;  moved  to  Franklin  Park,  Ill., 
where  he  established  an  electrical  business  of  his  own.  He  was  a  member  of 
Masonic  Lodge  993  F.  A.  M.  He  died  at  Oak  Park  hospital  after  an  operation 
at  the  age  of  42  years.  He  was  buried  in  Acacia  Park  cemetery  near  Chicago, 
Ill. 

VI.  (1.)  Hildred  May,  died  in  infancy. 

VI.  (2.)  Harold  R.,  born  Aug.  17,  1906  at  Plymouth,  Ind.;  married 
Aug.  17,  1  929  Dorothea  Decker,  Bcllwood,  Ill.;  attended  grade  school  at  Frank¬ 
lin  Park,  Ill.;  Proviso  high  school,  Maywood,  Ill.;  Lewis  Institute,  Chicago, 
Ill.;  studied  electrical  engineering  and  is  employed  by  the  Commonwealth  Edi¬ 
son  Co.,  Chicago.  He  served  in  Co.  E.,  132  Infantry  National  Guard  of  the 
U.  S.  One  child:  VII.  (1.)  Lois  Jean,  Chicago,  Ill. 


One  Hundred ' Ninety-five 


■ 


THE  FIRST  ZEHNER -HOPPES  FAMILY  HISTORY 


ABRAHAM  ZEHNER  FAMILY 


ABRAHAM  ZEHNER  (IV.  6.),  was  born  Dec.  5,  1839,  Columbia  Co., 
Pa.;  farmer,  railroad  fireman  and  merchant;  died  June  1,  1920,  Boise 
City,  Idaho;  married  Mary  Helen  Johnson,  born  in  Ohio,  Dec.  20,  1842, 
died  Aug.  10,  1937,  aged  94  y.  7  m.  20  d.  She  was  the  last  of  the  Solomon 
Zehner  inlaw  generation  and  lived  the  greater  number  of  years.  Seven  children; 

V.  (1.)  John  J.,  born  Feb.  5,  1862. 

(2.)  David  Sherman. 

(3.)  Carrie  Ellen. 

(4.)  Sarah  Alice,  born  Jan.  31,  1868. 

(5.)  Margaret  (Maggie),  born  in  Kansas. 

(6.)  Nora  May. 

(7.)  Richard,  born  in  Kansas;  died  when  young,  crossing  the  plains  from 
Kansas  to  Idaho. 

V.  (1.)  John  J.  Zehner,  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Wolf  Creek,  Ind.  Moved 
to  Illinois  with  his  parents  at  the  age  of  seven;  then  to  Ft.  Scott,  Kan.;  then 
Boise  City,  Idaho,  July  13,  1880  where  he  married  Nov.  23,  1889,  Kate  A. 
Bryden.  After  they  lived  at  Boise  some  years  they  moved  to  Caldwell,  Idaho, 
fourteen  years;  then  to  Colfax,  Wash.  After  spending  two  years  in  the  tobacco 
business,  he  disposed  of  that  and  went  to  Pendleton,  Ore.  He  was  there  four 
years  and  went  to  Marshfield,  Ore.,  on  Coos  Bay,  two  years,  where  he  learned 
of  the  climate  and  raising  of  oranges  and  grapefruit  in  Calif.  He  took  a  steamer 
and  arrived  in  Calif.,  Mar.  19,  1905.  He  traveled  over  most  of  the  territory 
from  San  Diego  to  San  Francisco  and  settled  permanently  at  the  queen  beach 
of  the  state,  with  its  seven  miles  of  sand  fusing  the  south;  the  garden  spot  of  all 
America,  Long  Beach,  Calif.  He  had  two  children; 

VI.  (1.)  Pearl  May,  born  Nov.  16,  1890.  (2.)  Ralph  A.,  born  May 

6,  J894,  died  July  11,  1914,  aged  20  y.  2  m.  5  d.;  at  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

VI.  (1.)  Pearl  May  Zehner,  born  at  Caldwell,  Idaho,  married  Nov.  11, 
1913  Mark  Stanchfield  at  Santa  Ana,  Calif.  Four  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Mark,  Jr.,  born  Dec.  5,  1915,  Los  Angeles. 

(2.)  Duane,  born  Oct.  9,  1917,  Los  Angeles. 

(3.)  Donald,  born  Sept.  4,  1920,  Long  Beach’. 

(4.)  Virginia,  born  Aug.  6,  1922,  Portland,  Ore. 

VII.  (2.)  Duane  Stanchfield,  married  Elmer  Leroy  Priest.  One  son,  Frank 
Allen  born  Sept.  18,  1935. 

V,  (2.)  David  Sherman  Zehner  was  born  near  Wolf  Creek,  Ind.;  went  to 
Ill.;  Kan.;  then  to  Boise  City,  Idaho,  with  his  parents,  where  he  still  lives.  He 
is  single. 

V.  (3.)  Carrie  Ellen  Zehner  was  born  near  Wolf  Creek,  Ind.;  went  with 
her  parents  to  Idaho;  married  Joseph  Meyers,  in  1893.  They  attended  the 
World’s  Fair,  Chicago,  and  visited  her  Indiana  relatives  when  a  photograph 
was  taken  of  her  and  her  girl  cousins  at  Plymouth.  With  her  second  husband, 
Robert  Scott  Wheeler,  she  made  a  trip  to  New  Zealand,  Australia,  Tihita  and 
Fiji  Islands.  He  died  in  the  fall  after  they  arrived  home.  They  had  planned 
to  take  a  trip  around  the  world.  Carrie  and  a  lady  friend  took  the  trip  on  the 
Red  Star  Line  on  the  ship  Belgenland.  It  touched  Japan,  China,  Siam,  Java, 
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Singapore,  India,  Ceylon,  Egypt,  Palestine,  Alexandria,  Greece,  Italy,  Naples, 
The  Riviera,  Gibraltar,  then  on  to  New  York,  and  returned  to  her  home  in  Cal¬ 
ifornia.  Carrie  and  her  sister,  Nora  May  McEvoy  made  a  short  call  on  a  few 
of  the  Indiana  cousins  as  Carrie  drove  the  automobile  from  Lansing,  Mich., 
over  the  southern  route  to  California  in  Nov.,  1935. 

V.  (4.)  Sarah  Alice  Zehner,  born  near  Wolf  Creek;  married  Sept.  4, 
1887  Dwight  Noble  Higgins,  born  May  15,  1860;  lived  at  Pomona,  Calif.; 
eight  children; 

VI.  (1.)  Lila  Alice,  born  June  16,  1888. 

(2.)  John  Noel,  born  Feb.  5,  1890. 

(3.)  Alonzo  Hubert,  born  Sept.  26,  1895. 

(4.)  Ethel  Mae,  a  twin,  born  Mar.  29,  1898. 

(5.)  Edith  Mary,  a  twin,  born  Mar.  29,  1898;  died  July  19,  1898. 

(6.)  Helen  Rebekah,  born  Nov.  8,  1902. 

(7.)  Clarence  Sherman,  born  Jan.  25,  1905. 

(8.)  Dwight  Noble,  born  Aug.  26,  1908. 

VI.  (1.)  Lila  Alice  Higgins,  married  Sept.  9,  1908  Roy  McCulloch  Kep- 
ner;  live  at  Escondido,  Calif.;  two  children; 

VII.  (1.)  Roy  McCulloch  Kepner,  Jr.,  born  Apr.  14,  1913;  married  Apr. 
7,  1936  Ethel  Beth  Sherwood. 

(2.)  Charles  Higgins  Kepner,  born  Feb.  14,  1922. 

VI.  (2.)  John  Noel  Higgins,  married  June  8,  1918  Marion  Leonora  Big¬ 
low. 

VII.  (1.)  John  Biglow  Higgins,  born  Aug.  4,  1919.  (2.)  Horace  Mor¬ 
ton,  born  Oct.  9,  1922.  (3.)  Robert  Irving,  born  Apr.  20,  1925. 

VI.  (3.)  Alonzo  Hubert  Higgins,  married  Dec.  10,  1921  Edna  Christinia 
Farmer. 

VII.  (1.)  Hubert  LeRoy,  born  Nov.  1,  1922. 

(2.)  Delbert  Vagcne,  born  Jan.  16,  1923. 

(3.)  Virginia  Ethel,  born  Jan.  1,  1928. 

(4.)  James  Stevenson,  born  June  23,  1932. 

VI.  (4.)  Ethel  Mac  Higgins,  married  1st,  May  23,  1915  Francis  Gordon 
Olson;  five  children;' married  2nd,  Charles  Edwin  Riggs,  Oct.  17,  1922;  five 
children; 

VII.  (1.)  Frank  Loren  Olson,  born  Dec.  21,  1915,  died  July  21,  1916. 

(2.)  Lila  Feme  Olson,  born  Aug.  5,  1917. 

(3.)  Ivil  Jean  Olson,  born  Oct.  28,  1919. 

(4.)  Francis  Olson. 

(5.)  Gordon  Olson,  died  June  20,  1920. 

(6.)  Doris  Mae  Riggs,  born  Jan.  27,  1924. 

(7.)  Margaret  Evelyn  Riggs,  born  Nov.  24,  1925. 

(8.)  Clara  Dorine  Riggs,  born  Nov.  3,  1927. 

(9.)  Charles  Edwin  Riggs,  Jr.,  born  Apr.  14,  1930. 

(10.)  Albert  Lee  Riggs,  born  July  29,  1934. 

VII.  (2.)  Lila  Fern  Olson,  married  June  14,  1934  William  Francis  Nau- 
gle.  One  child; 
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VIII.  (1.)  Jeanne  Louise,  born  Feb.  17,  1935;  live  at  Pamona,  Calif. 

VI.  (6.)  Helen  Rebekah  Higgins,  married  Dec.  6,  1922  Rudolph  Freder¬ 
ick  Rohlfmg. 

VII.  (1.)  Rudolph  Frederick,  Jr.,  born  Dec.  21,  1923. 

(2.)  Shirley  Jane,  born  Oct.  15,  1926. 

(3.)  Harold  Lewis,  born  Sept.  30,  1928. 

VI.  (7.)  Clarence  Sherman  Higgins,  married  June  1,  1924  Viola  Gertrude 
Rudell. 

VII.  (1.)  Betty  Jean  Higgins,  born  May  24,  1931. 

VI.  (8.)  Dwight  Noble  Higgins,  Jr.,  married  Nov.  28,  1929  Thelma 
Grace  Blackwell. 

V.  (5.)  Margaret  (Maggie)  Zehner,  born  in  Kansas;  lives  in  Boise  City, 
Idaho;  single. 

V.  6.  Nora  May  Zehner,  born  at  Ft.  Scott,  Kan.;  moved  to  Boise  City, 
Idaho;  married  C.  H.  McEvoy;  one  daughter: 

VI.  (1.)  Florence,  born  Boise  City;  married  Herbert  S.  Shuey,  auto  sales¬ 
man,  Piedimont,  Calif.  They  made  the  trip  around  the  world  that  her  aunt 
Carrie  had  taken  a  few  years  before. 

*  *  *  * 

Solomon  Zehner  Family 

SOLOMON  ZEHNER  (IV.  8.),  was  born  Dec.  7,  1845,  Wayne  Co.,  Ind.; 
baptized  Jan.  31,  1846;  died  Dec.  6,  1907,  at  Plymouth,  buried  Oak  Hill 
cemetery;  a  miller;  married  three  wives,  all  deceased;  1st,  Sarah  Jane  Thom" 
as;  one  child,  deceased;  2nd,  Sarah  Jane  Yearick,  daughter  Samuel;  born  Sept. 
2,  1847,  died  June  19,  1897,  of  heart  attack;  aged  49  y.  9  m.  17  d.;  married 
Sept.  2,  1866;  member  Methodist  church;  buried  Monterey,  Ind.  Four  chil¬ 
dren,  all  born  at  Tipton,  Marshall  Co.,  Ind.;  3rd  wife,  Mrs.  McDonald. 

V.  (1.)  Infant,  first  wife. 

(2.)  Edward,  born  June  25,  1867,  died  July  24,  1935,  aged  68  y.  29  d., 
buried  Monterey,  Ind. 

(3.)  Emanuel,  born  Apr.  14,  1868,  died  Sept.,  1894,  aged  26  y.;  buried 
Monterey. 

(4.)  Jennie,  born  Sept.  14,  1870,  died  Dec.  6,  1888;  aged  18  y.  2  m. 
22  d.;  buried  Monterey. 

(5.)  Carrie,  born  Apr.  11,  1874. 

V.  (2.)  Edward  Zehner,  farmer  and  shoe  repairman,  married  Agnes  Fox, 
Catholic  church;  ten  children,  all  born  at  Monterey,  Ind. 

VI.  (1.)  Victor,  born  Jan.  24,  1895. 

(2.)  Beatrice,  born  Apr.  14,  1898. 

(3.)  William,  born  July  12,  1900. 

(4.)  Mary,  born  Sept.  22,  1902. 

(5.)  Augustus,  born  Feb.  26,  1904. 

(6.)  Francis,  born  July  19,  1907. 

(7.)  Anthony,  born  Oct.  17,  1909. 
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(8.)  Clara,  born  July  21,  1911. 

(9.)  Anna,  born  May  7,  1913. 

(10.)  Madeline,  born  June  25,  1916. 

VI.  1.  Victor  Zehner  was  drafted  in  the  World  War  in  May  and  was 
in  France  when  the  armistice  was  signed;  married  June  28,  1928,  Bertha  Crist, 
daughter  Joseph.  He  runs  a  shoe  repair  shop  in  Warsaw,  Ind. 

VI.  2.  Beatrice  Zehner  married  Apr.  4,  1924,  Gregory  Hartman,  son 
Peter;  three  children; 

VII.  (1.)  Lloyd,  born  Jan.  24,  1927. 

(2.)  Edmond,  born  Apr.  14,  1930. 

(3.)  Wilma,  born  Jan.  16,  1932. 

VI.  3.  William  Zehner  married  Nov.  8,  1929,  Loretta  Langenbaugh; 
daughter  Peter;  three  children; 

VII.  (1.)  William,  born  Sept.  4,  1930. 

(2.)  Edward,  born  Nov.  16,  1931. 

(3.)  Raymond,  born  Mar.  24,  1932. 

VI.  4.  Mary  Zehner  married  Jan.  22,  1924,  Leo  R.  Smith;  son  Frank; 
five  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Leo,  Jr.,  born  June  19,  1926. 

(2.)  Gerald  Arthur,  born  July  10,  1927. 

(3.)  Dorothy  Ann,  born  July  28,  1929. 

(4.)  Marvin  Carl,  born  Dec.  25,  1934. 

(5.)  Franklin  Donald,  born  Nov.  6,  1936. 

VI.  5.  Augustus  Zehner  married  Jan  4,  1931,  Anna  Shorter.  Two 
children: 

VII.  (1.)  James,  born  May  9,  1931. 

(2.)  Robert,  born  Oct.  17,  1935. 

VI.  6.  Francis  Zehner  married  June  26,  1935,  Wilma  Calhoun.  One 
child: 

VII.  (1.)  Frances  Joy,  born  Feb.  6,  1938,  Monterey,  Ind. 

VI.  7.  Anthony  Zehner  married  Mar.  6,  1935,  Clair  Keitzer;  daughter 
Frank  and  Mary;  two  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Charles  Anthony,  born  June  25,  1935. 

(2.)  Marylin,  born  Apr.  26,  1937.  • 

V.  3.  Emanuel  Zehner  died  of  T.  B.  but  was  not  bedfast  at  any  time.  He 
sat  in  a  wheel  chair,  ate  his  dinner,  died  at  1 : 40  P.  M.  He  spent  his  last  days 
in  constant  prayer  and  Bible  reading.  He  looked  in  his  father's  eyes  and  said: 
“Do  not  mourn  for  me,  my  robe  is  as  white  as  snow.  Live  right  and  do  right 
and  pray  much,  father.  I  am  going  home-to  Jesus.’’  Rev.  I.  Rothenberger, 
Reformed  minister  at  Plymouth,  Ind.,  conducted  the  service;  text  Hcb.  11:4, 
“He  being  dead  yet  speaketh.’’ 

V.  5.  Carrie  Zehner,  born  at  Tipton,  Ind.,  married  John  Keitzer;  son 
John  and  Matilda;  of  Monterey,  Apr.  19,  1892,  at  high  noon  in  M.  E.  Par¬ 
sonage,  Marmont  (Culver).  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  Rev.  Hutchen- 
son.  Salena  Margaret  Zehner,  bride’s  maid,  and  Harry  Yearick  served  as  best 
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man;  both  cousins.  Her  two  brothers  and  ladies  and  three  Curtis  cousins  were 
in  the  company.  Her  gown  one-piece  light  blue  silk  trimmed  in  chiffon.  Her 
hat  was  very  neatly  trimmed  in  the  same  chiffon  with  lillies  of  the  valley  flow¬ 
ers.  The  gown  of  her  maid  was  made  similar.  A  reception  in  her  parents' 
home  at  Monterey  where  they  began  housekeeping  in  a  new  cottage  which  was 
their  own,  and  five  children  were  born  there.  They  lived  at  Monterey  fourteen 
years;  then  moved  to  Logansport,  Ind.,  where  another  child  was  born.  He  is 
engaged  in  the  grocery  and  meat  market  business. 

VI.  (1.)  Gladys,  born  Mar.  1  1,  1893. 

(2.)  Sarah,  born  Aug.  6,  1895. 

(3.)  Marguerite,  born  Oct.  22,  1897. 

(4.)  John  F.,  born  Dec.  9,  1899. 

(5.)  Janette,  born  Nov.  2,  1905. 

(6.)  Walter  A.,  born  Apr.  23,  1907. 

VI.  1.  Gladys  Keitzer,  graduate  Logansport  High  schools;  taught  school 
at  Kentland,  Ind.;  married  Sept.  4,  1913,  Guy  Whiteman,  of  Kentland;  auto 
salesman,  Logansport,  Ind.  One  son; 

VII.  (1.)  Rex  K.,  born  Sept.  16,  1917;  Logansport  High  school  grad¬ 
uate,  1935;  president  of  Senior  class  of  250;  received  citizenship  medal  award; 
member  1934  Ind.  state  basketball  team;  student  at  Ind.  University. 

VI.  2.  Sarah  Keitzer,  graduate  nurse  of  Lakeside  Hospital,  Kentland,  Ind.; 
married  June  18,  1924,  to  P.  J.  Birmingham,  M.  D.,  son  of  Thomas;  surgeon, 
and  president  of  St.  Joseph  Hospital,  South  Bend,  and  president  St.  Joseph  Co. 
Medical  Society  1938;  two  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Rose  Mary,  born  June  12,  1925. 

(2.)  Richard,  born  July  28,  1927. 

VI.  3.  Marguerite  Keitzer.  teacher,  also  worked  for  the  government  in 
Washington,  D.  C.;  married  Sept.  3,  1923,  Edwin  R.  Eisler,  M.  D.,  nerve  and 
mental  specialist,  Chicago,  Ill.,  son  Charles  Eisler  of  Minn.;  one  daughter: 

VII.  (1.)  Jean  Leonora,  born  Jan.  23,  1930. 

VI.  4.  John  F.  Keitzer,  grocer  at  Logansport,  Ind.;  married  Mildred 
Kerns,  Peru,  Ind.;  two  children: 

VII.  (1.)  Betty,  born  June  4,  1921. 

(2.)  John  E.,  born  June  15,  1924. 

VI.  5.  Janette  Keitzer,  graduate  teacher  from  Indianapolis  college;  married 
June  18,  1930,  Joseph  Uhl,  mechanic;  one  daughter: 

VII.  (1.)  Eleanore  Jane,  born  July  28,  1933,  Logansport,  Ind. 

VI.  6.  Walter  A.  Keitzer,  M.  D.,  born  Logansport,  Ind.;  married  Betty 
Ford,  Nov.  19,  1930.  He  is  a  graduate  surgeon  Ann  Arbor,  University  of 
Mich.  1932,  and  was  an  interne  in  the  University  Hospital;  Urological  Sur¬ 
geon,  Akron,  Ind.  One  son: 

VII.  (1.)  Ford  Walter,  born  Aug7  29.  1931. 

*  *  *  * 

Indiana  Reunion. 

In  1917  Michael  Zehner’s  son,  Benjamin  and  family  of  Wolf  Creek,  visited 
Solomon’s  son  Edward  Zehner  at  Monterey,  Ind.  They  enjoyed  the  day  and 
thought  it  would  have  been  nice  if  all  the  cousins  could  have  enjoyed  the  day 
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with  them.  So  they  planned  a  get-together  the  third  Sunday  of  August  the 
following  year,  1918.  The  first  Zehner  reunion  was  held  at  Centennial  Park 
at  Plymouth.  More  than  a  hundred  attended  and  elected  Gideon  P.  Zehner 
president,  and  Edward  Zehner  secretary.  Each  year  since  the  Zehner  reunion 
has  been  held  on  the  same  date,  and  at  the  same  place.  Various  ones  were 
called  upon  for  remarks.  The  following  year  I  read  a  short  history  of  the 
family.  So  many  asked  for  a  copy  of  it  that  I  began  to  gather  data  from  rela¬ 
tives,  and  continued  to  the  present  time,  1939.  The  majority  of  the  men, 
cousins,  have  served  as  president  of  the  group. 

*  *  *  * 

THE  END  OF  THE  FAMILY  TRAIL 


We  have  come  to  the  end  of  the  task  assigned; 

We  have  sought  to  be  fair,  to  be  just  and  kind. 

We  have  tried  to  present — from  the  man  of  you 
To  the  babe  in  the  crib  at  our  very  door — 

Just  the  facts  as  they  seemed  to  be. 

If  perchance,  in  describing  our  subjects  all, 

A  mistake  has  been  made — as  might  well  befall — 

'Twas  the  head,  not  the  heart,  that  the  error  made, 

Let  it  pass  from  your  mind  to  the  land  of  the  shade — 

Let  our  friendships  no  blemish  see. 

'Twill  be  seen,  we  believe,  by  this  Household  Tree, 

We  are  heirs  of  a  worthwhile  legacy. 

We  are  bound  to  respect  their  ideals  true, 

And  by  precept  and  life  hold  them  e'er  in  view. 

Lest  reproach  on  their  name  we  bring. 

Hence,  arise  youth  and  age,  whether  near  or  far, 

Let  your  life  send  a  ray  like  the  beaming  star; 

Like  the  hero,  be  brave  tho’  the  task  be  great, 

Be  a  man  with  a  will,  not  a  child  of  fate — 

With  a  song  let  the  Welkins  ring. 

—  (Rev.  Jacob  P.  Stahl.) 

Rev.  Stahl  grew  up  with  William’s  children.  He  was  a  member  of  Zion 
Reformed  church  south  of  Marmont  (Culver),  Indiana.  Married  a  Twin  Lakes 
girl;  is  a  minister  in  Ohio,  has  three  daughters,  missionaries  in  China. 
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THERE  is  no  attempt  made  to  trace  the  Zehner  History  outside  of  the  U.  S. 
There  are  a  great  many  Zehners  in  various  sections  of  the  U.  S.  of  America, 
but  thus  far  it  has  not  been  possible  to  establish  a  close  relationship  between 
them  and  the  Zehner  family  to  which  the  genealogical  and  biographical  notes  of 
this  book  are  devoted, — The  Adam  Zehner  1726  Family.  It  may  be  possible 
that  with  further  research  such  a  relationship  may  be  discovered,  for  the  Zehner 
name  dates  pretty  far  back  into  U.  S.  History  before  the  Revolution. 

9 

Moreover  we  notice  especially  in  connection  with  the  Pa.  Archives  that  there 
were  other  Zehner  soldiers  that  participated  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  They 
may  have  met  and  known  each  other  but  here  also  it  has  not  been  satisfactorily 
established  that  that  family  and  ours  are  closely  related,  although  these  soldier- 
men,  have  included  in  their  list  of  family  members  some  of  the  names  of  our 
Adam  Zehner  family.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  missing  link  may  sometime 
be  found,  for  the  families  of  the  east,  west,  south  U.  S.,  Southern  Ind.,  are  well 
esteemed  and  honored  for  their  high  character  and  for  the  stations  in  life  they 
occupy.  From  boat  list: 


Zehman,  Johan  Adam, _ 1738 

Zaner,  Johannes, _ 1743 

Zehmer,  Anton, _ 1743 

Zeiner,  Heinrich, _ 1749 

Zeiner,  Simon _ 1752 

Zehner,  Joh.  Adam, _ 1754 

Zeiner,  Hans  Gerg., _ 1763 

Zeiner,  Michael, _ 1763 

Zohner,  Michael, _ 1765 


Zehner,  Jacob  and  Michael _ 1765 

Zener,  Ann  Margrete _ 1752 

Zener,  Catharine _ 1792 

Zener,  Eberhard, _ 1792 

Zener,  Zigmond, _ 1792 

Zener,  John,  wife,  2  sons _ 1792 

Zener,  John  Philip, _ 1792 

Zener,  Zigmond, _ 1792 

Zehner,  Elizabeth,  Elozatith, 
Carthryn  _ 1802 


*  *  *  * 


As  there  arc  those  who  spell  and  pronounce  their  name  Zehner,  but  do  not 
know  their  branch  far  enough  back  to  trace  their  ancestors,  we* list  a  few: 

In  Rupps  “Thirty  Thousand  Names  of  Immigrants”  we  read  Sept.  19, 

1765 — Ship  “Betsey,”  John  -  Commander,  from  Rottcndam  list  from 

Michial  Zehner. 

*  *  *  * 


Nov.  1,  1763,  Hans  George  Zeiner,  Miachael  Zeiner:  Ship  “Chance,” 
Charles  Smith  Capt.,  from  Rottendam:  Simon  Zeiner,  Sept.  25,  1749,  foreigner 
from  Wirtemburg.  Alsace  and  Hanan  Ship  Speedwell. 

It  is  thought  one  of  the  Zehner’s  mentioned  is  the  ancestor  of  the  late  D. 
W.  Crist,  of  Moultrie,  Ohio,  and  later  of  Alliance,  O.,  who  a  number  of  years 
ago  was  gathering  data  for  a  Zehner  history.  It  is  not  known  if  it  was  printed. 
In  a  letter  dated  Nov.  1  1,  1904,  he  said  his  ancestor  Michael  Zehner  was  born 
Nov.  18,  1745.  He  came  to  the  U.  S.  in  about  the  year  of  1  755  (at  the  age  of 
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10  years)  from  Alsace-Loraine  then  a  German  Provence,  and  settled  in  Mt. 
Pleasant  Twp.,  Westmoreland  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  lived  until  1804,  when  he 
went  to  Ohio.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  being  an  aide  on 
General  Washington's  staff.  On  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  while  the  Continental 
Congress  were  deciding  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  Michael  Zchner  sat  on 
his  horse  outside  of  Liberty  Hall  and  when  the  news  came  that  Independence 
was  declared  he  put  spurs  to  his  horse  arid  carried  the  news  to  Western  Pa.  The 
family:  Michael  Zehner,  married  Mary  Schrader,  they  bad  11  children: 

(1.)  Julyan  Zehner,  born  1781,  died  1866,  aged  85  y. 

(2.)  Catherine  Zehner,  born  1783,  died  1876,  aged  93  y. 

(3.)  Mary  Zehner,  born  1785,  died  1871,  aged  86  y. 

(4.)  Jacob  Zehner,  born  1788,  died  1836,  aged  48  y. 

(5.)  Michael  Zehner,  born  1790,  died  1865,  aged  75  y. 

(6.)  Susanna  Zehner,  born  1792,  died  1873,  aged  81  y. 

(7.)  Elizabeth  Zehner,  born  1794,  died  1871,  aged  77  y. 

(8.)  George  Zehner,  born  1797,  died  1883,  aged  86  y. 

(9.)  William  Zehner,  born  1799,  died  1883,  aged  84  y. 

(10.)  Sarah  Zchner,  born  1801,  died  1897,  aged  96  y. 

(11.)  John  Zehner,  born  1803,  died  1883,  aged  80  y. 

Michael  Zehner's  brother  George  Zehner  also  settled  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
Pa.  The  people  went  by  the  name  of  Saner  in  Ohio.  In  tracing  up  the  ances¬ 
try  Mr.  Crist  said  he  found  it  was  originally  spelled  Zehner.  He  claimed  they 
were  brothers  of  Adam  Zehner,  coming  to  the  U.  S.  later  than  Adam  had  come. 
It  could  be  possible.  In  the  early  days  they  did  not  have  the  advantages  of 
communication  and  travel  that  we  have  and  they  may  have  never  met.  A  man 
of  eastern  Ohio  who  knew  the  two  families  said  the  countenance  and  manners 
resembled  each  other.  In  the  Pa.  Archives  of  Revolutionary  days  we  find  the 
names  of  both  of  the  families. —  (R.  Z.) 

*  *  *  ♦ 

From  Mary  E.  Zenor-Palmer,  Walla-Walla,  Washington; 

“It  seems  that  we  are  of  the  same  family.  I  enclose  something  in  line  of 
ancestors.  Revolution  and  1812  Wars  Section,  U.  S.: 

“You  are  advised  that  the  Revolutionary  war  records  of  this  bureau  fail 
to  afford  any  information  in  regard  to  a  soldier  with  surname  Zenor.  The 
only  similar  name  found  on  said  records  is  that  of  Michael  Zchner,  pensioned 
as  Michael  Zane,  and  whose  name  also  appears  as  Zancr,  Zahner,  Seyner,  Saner, 
Sanor.  His  record  is  as  follows: 

“It  appears  from  the  papers  in  the  Revolutionary  war  pension  claim  R. 
6141,  that  Michael  Zehner  (or  spelling  as  above)  enlisted  in  Westmoreland 
Co.,  Pa.,  1776;  served  as  a  private  in  Capts.  Alexander's  or  Eli  Myer’s  and 
Michael  Huffnagle's  Co.,  Col.'s  Mackay's  and  Broadhead,  Eighth  Penn,  regi¬ 
ment,  was  in  the  battles  of  Bound,  Brook,  Brandywine,  Paoli  and  Germantown 
and  was  discharged  Sept.  18,  1779.  He  was  allowed  pension  on  his  application 
executed  July  8,  1818,  at  which  time  he  was  residing  in  Columbia  Co.,  Ohio, 
aged  73  years.  He  died  there  Nov.  18,  1829. 

“The  soldier  married  Feb.  15,  1779  in  the  state  of  Pa.,  to  Mary;  her  maid¬ 
en  name  is  not  shown.  She  died  Mar.  16,  1842,  in  Columbia  Co.,  O. 
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"The  following  children  were  living  in  1856  in  Stark,  Mahoning  and  Col¬ 
umbiana  Co.’s,  Ohio:  Julian,  Catherine,  Mary,  Susannah,  Elizabeth,  Sarah, 
Michael,  George,  William  and  John.  The  oldest  of  the  above  children,  name 
not  designated,  was  aged  76  y.  in  Feb.,  1856.  It  is  suggested  that  information 
relative  to  soldiers  with  surname  Zener  might  be  obtained  from  the  adjutant 
general  war  department  who  is  the  custodian  of  military  records. — W.  W. 
Morgan  Acting  Commissioner." 

"Mary  Zenor  Palmer’s  ancestors  were  thought  to  have  sailed  from  Holland, 
settled  in  Pa.,  and  are  supposed  to  be  Pa.,  Dutch.  Her  great  great  grandfather, 
Michael  Zenor  was  born  in  1803  near  Louisville,  Ky.  He  went  to  Louisiana 
when  a  aboy;  all  the  relatives  live  in  the  south.  He  was  a  cotton  planter.  He 
married  Cyrenthia  Roelins.  One  son,  Col.  George  Gildca  Zenor,  was  a  sugar 
planter  for  many  years.  He  married  Lucretia  Robbins.  To  this  union  four 
daughters  and  three  sons  were  born.  Her  father,  Webb  Zenor,  married  Mar¬ 
garet  (Maggie)  Lucas;  to  this  union  three  daughters  and  one  son  were  born. 
Mary  the  eldest.  Mary  Zenor  Palmer,  U.  S.  of  veterans  administration  facility, 
the  supervisor,  head  aide  in  charge  of  Occupational  Therapeutic  Aide  teaches  arts 
and  crafts,  Walla  Walla,  Wash. 

"(2.)  Elizabeth  Lear  Zenor,  is  now  Mrs.  C.  C.  Crowther;  married  a  South 
Carolian,  has  a  boy  four  years  old,  1936,  Clarence,  Jr.;  (3.)  Oscar  Zenor, 
named  after  his  Uncle  Oscar  Zenor  who  has  a  plantation  "Avalon,"  near  Pat¬ 
terson,  La.  They  are  both  Oscar  Michael,  the  Michael  after  his  great  grand¬ 
father.  Oscar  resides  in  Memphis,  Tenn. 

"(4.)  Lucretia  Robbins  Zenor,  died  when  she  was  13  years  old.  Her 
father  passed  away  in  1933,  but  her  mother  was  living,  1936;  also  her  Aunt 
Sallie,  who  is  the  one  mentioned  in  these  paper  excerpts." 

The  late  Judge  William  T.  Zenor  of  Indiana,  was  a  cousin.  A  letter  from 
his  niece.  May  10,  1931: 

"Our  family  on  the  Zenor  side  as  far  as  I  know;  My  grandfather  Col. 
Philip  Zenor  came  from  Ky.,  so  I  suppose  they  settled  in  Ky.  He  was  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812;  had  five  sons  and  six  daughters  of  which  my 
father  was  oldest.  My  mother  is  in  her  90th  year  and  has  a  very  good  memory. 

"Grandfather  had  a  family  of  11  children;  five  sons  and  two  daughters  all 
deceased,  but  two  daughters,  Mrs.  Mary  Willett  Hillsboro,  Fountain  Co.,  Ind., 
and  Mrs.  Sarah  Willett,  Ambia,  Benton  Co.,  Ind.  Their  husbands  James  and 
Boone  Willett  were  direct  descendents  of  Daniel  Boone,  the  famous  trapper  and 
hunter  of  Ky.,  and  Ill.  Uncle  Taylor  as  we  called  him,  is  known  as  Judge 
William  T.  Zenor,  was  the  fourth  son.  He  was  prosecutor  four  years.  Judge 
of  the  courts  here  12  years,  and  served  three  terms  in  congress. — Signed — Mrs. 
Joseph  Yochem,  R.  1,  Corydon,  Ind." 

*  *  *  * 

From  Aunt  Sallie's  Scrapbook 

"Death  of  Col.  John  Zenor — By  a  letter  from  his  son,  we  regret  to  learn 
that  Col.  John  Zenor  died  at  his  residence  in  Harrison  Co.,  on  the  23  inst., 
aged  67  y.  1  m.  8  d.  Col.  Zenor  was  born  at  Floyd’s  Fork,  Jefferson  Co.,  Ky., 
Apr.  15.  1793  and  came  to  Harrison  Co.,  when  quite  young.  Col.  Zenor 
served  for  many  years  in  the  house  of  representatives  of  Indiana,  once  in  the 
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state  senate  and  closed  his  political  career  as  a  member  of  the  constitutional  con¬ 
vention  in  1850.  In  early  times  he  served  twice  in  expeditions  against  parties 
of  hostile  Indians  who  made  descent  upon  the  citizens  of  Clarksville  and  vicin¬ 
ity.  He  was  also  frequently  favored  with  various  public  positions  in  his  own 
country.  Col.  Zenor  was  forty  years  a  faithful  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church  and  died  in  the  full  faith  of  the  Christian  and  leaving  a  bright  example 
to  his  children.  In  the  death  of  Col.  Zenor  southern  Indiana  has  lost  an  early 
pioneer  and  one  of  its  most  exemplery  citizens.’' — (Louisville  Journal — N.  A. 
Ladger.) 

*  *  *  * 

J.  Y.  Gilmore,  Esq., 

“Dear  Sir: 

“Though  somewhat  late  and  a  little  tired,  cannot  resist  the  impulse  to  in¬ 
form  you  of  another  memorable  day  in  my  late  dull  existence?  Early  this 
morning  Mrs.  Zenor's  carriage  was  at  my  gate  waiting  to  convey  me  to  beau¬ 
tiful  “Riverside.”  Beautiful  Riverside  is  indeed  a  beautiful  place.  The  grounds 
with  the  park  and  stately  oaks,  the  large  and  convenient  house,  rich  and  elegant 
furniture  with  tasteful  decorations  of  lovely  pictures  are  well  worthy  of  its  gen¬ 
erous  and  hospitable  owners.  I  enjoyed  a  most  delightful  ride  down  and  was 
greeted  by  the  whole  family  most  cordially  and  enjoyed  that  whole  day  most 
heartily.  The  wealthy  very  seldom  think  how  little  on  their  part  might  give 
pleasure  to  a  less  fortunate  fellow  creature.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zenor  have  always 
been  noted  for  their  generosity  and  thoughtfulness.  Mr.  Zenor  escorted  his  lady 
and  myself  all  around  his  large  and  fine  sugar  refinery  and  seemed  pleased  to 
explain  all  the  new  features  of  this  extensive  work.  There  we  met  Mr.  L.  A. 
Roussel,  Mr.  Zenor's  chief,  who  was  as  usual  very  affable  and  gallant.  Mr. 
Webb  Zenor  was  also  very  kind  and  pleasant.  No  one  but  seemed  to  extend 
a  cordial  welcome.  This  refinery  is  the  most  commodious  that  I  have  ever 
visited,  every  thing  being  neat  even  stylish,  while  the  view  from  the  front  porch 
of  the  refinery  the  bayou  is  a  feature  not  less  worthy  of  note  and  may  well  give 
the  beautiful  name  of  Riverside  to  the  whole  place.  Mr.  Z.  will  be  thru  re¬ 
fining  in  about  three  weeks  so  Mr.  Roussel  stated.” 

*  *  *  * 

“Miss  Sallie  Zenor  a  very  accomplished  La  belle,  is  the  guest  of  Dr.  W.  H. 

Hopson. 

*  *  *  * 

“Miss  Sallie  Zenor,  a  young  lady  of  brilliant  beauty  and  rare  social  and 
intellectual  graces  who  has  been  the  guest  of  Dr.  W.  D.  Hopson  for  several 
weeks  has  departed  this  week  for  her  home  in  Pattersonville,  La.” 

*  *  *  * 

“Miss  Sallie  Zenor,  who  has  been  visiting  Miss  Maggie  Lear  for  the  past 
month  left  Monday  for  her  home  in  Patterson,  La.,  carrying  the  best  wishes  of 
the  many  friends  she  has  made  during  her  brief  sojourn  in  this  place.  (Yazoo 
City,  Miss.”) 

*  *  *  * 

“The  Hop” 

“Never  since  the  war  has  Hopkinsville  witnessed  such  a  large  and  brilliant 
assemblage  of  grace  and  beauty  and  noble  bearing  as  assembled  at  the  courthouse 
on  Friday  night.  Our  neighboring  cities  and  distant  states  contributed  many 
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fair  daughters  and  gallant  sons  and  merry  feet  kept  time  till  the  wee  small  hours 
of  the  morning.  We  were  glad  to  see  many  more  matronly  ladies  and  citie 
fathers  present  as  spectators.  Their  presence  adds  much  to  the  dignity  of  such 
an  occasion.  Miss  Sallie  Zenor  of  New  Orleans,  was  attired  in  a  magnificent 
dress  of  white  satin  shirred  and  puffed  whose  willowy  form  as  it  swayed  to 
the  entrancing  waltz  showed  her  true  type  of  the  pure  Southern  woman's  grace." 

"I  feel  that  the  family  is  connected  as  all  settled  in  Pa.,  and  the  first  names 
similar.  We  spell  the  name  Zenor  pronounce  it  Zehner." 

(By  Mary  Zenor  Palmer.) 

*  *  *  * 

Mar.  12,  1900,  Peter  Zehner  of  Wehr,  Pennsylvania,  a  stranger  to  Peter 
Zehner  of  the  Adam  Zehner  branch  of  Mifflin,  Ohio,  had  written  that  he  had 
traveled  over  the  south  and  west  states  for  eighteen  years  and  looked  in  city  di¬ 
rectories  for  the  name  Zehner  and  had  discovered  it  in  Calif.,  Wyoming,  Col¬ 
orado,  Indiana  and  Louisiana.  All  their  ancestors  having  lived  in  Pa.,  and 
that  he  corresponded  with  Joseph  Zehner  of  New  York  City  whose  family 
arrived  there  after  the  Franco-Prussian  War  from  Alsace,  Germany. 

"I  should  have  visited  the  Pa.  Dutch  as  commonly  termed  are  a  mixture 
of  the  Swiss  Holland  and  German  which  the  dialect  yet  discloses,  my  own  im¬ 
mediate  family  on  the  Zehner  side  are  Swiss,  on  the  mother's  side  French.  I 
have  regretted  always  since  this  is  an  English  speaking  country  that  we  did  not 
have  a  greater  mixture  of  English,  Scotch  or  Irish  among  them  to  have  broken 
up  the  mother  tongue  completely  as  the  present  Pa.  dutch  is  a  great  handicap  to 
their  advancement  in  education.  Books  not  being  printed  of  course  as  they 
speak." — (Signed — Peter  Zehner.) 

*  *  *  * 

Editor  Alex  Zehner  of  Pittsburgh  who  wrote  an  article  in  the  Better  Homes 
and  Gardens  says  his  great-grandfather  was  Fredrick  Zehner. 

*  *  *  * 

Mrs.  H.  Etta  Minzier  of  Lawson,  Colorado,  said  at  the  Ohio  Zehner  re¬ 
union,  that  the  "Singer  Brothers,"  (Singer  Sewing  Machine)  in  tracing  their 
ancestry,  had  learned  rheir  name  was  originally  spelled  Zehner. 

*  *  *  * 

In  a  letter,  Mrs.  Maggie  L.  Plutte  of  Cameron,  Mo.,  says  her  grandfather 
Mathias  Zener  came  to  this  country  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He 
was  taken  as  a  prisoner  and  when  paroled  he  did  not  return  to  the  old  country. 
They  were  called  Hessions  and  were  supposed  to  have  come  from  the  Province 
of  Hesse.  (The  Hessions  wer-e  sold  to  England  at  $1000  each,  then  sent  to 
U.  S.,  to  fight  for  England.  All  that  did  not  return  England  had  to  pay  $5000 
a  head.) 

*  *  *  * 

The  Zehner  Meat  Packing  Co.,  of  Bellevue,  O.  The  family  came  from 
Germany  later  than  ours.  Charles  Zehner  was  founder  of  the  company.  At 
his  death  the  widow  was  made  president;  a  son  Carl,  had  been  in  active  charge 
of  the  company  several  years  when  his  mother  Flora  died,  aged  74  y.  A  daugh¬ 
ter  Louisa  A.,  Mrs.  Walter  Raish  also  survives.  The  mother’s  funeral  was  held 
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at  St.  Johns  Lutheran  Church,  buried  Bellevue  cemetery.  Carl  G.,  son  Carl, 
successfully  passed  audition  for  membership  in  the  Chapel  Choir,  nationally 
known  college  Choir  of  Capital  University,  Columbus,  Ohio.  More  than  150 
voices  participated  in  the  auditions.  The  choir  of  60  mixed  voices  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  best  choirs  in  the  country. 

*  *  *  * 

There  was  a  case  before  the  Supreme  Court  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  ago  of  one  Zun  Zehner,  a  Swede  who  leased  a  thousand  acres  of 
land  in  what  is  now  the  heart  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  A  number  of  Zehners  were 
excited,  thinking  they  would  share  the  fortune  if  they  shared  the  cost.  It  is  a 
long  step  to  prove  German  to  a  Swede. 

*  *  *  * 

A  golden  eagle  with  a  wing  spread  of  7  ft.  was  shot  in  Zehner  District,  Sas¬ 
katchewan,  Canada.  It  was  ambushed  in  Zehner’s  neighbor's  hen  house  sitting 
contentedly  eating  his  chickens  having  killed  three  but  only  consumed  two. 

♦  *  *  * 

Universal  City,  California,  Jan.  14,  1936. 

“My  father  was  Joseph  Zehner  and  was  born  in  New  York  City  in  the 
vicinity  of  3rd  St.  and  Avenue  “A,”  in  1864.  My  grandmother  and  grand¬ 
father  were  Roman  Catholics.  I  remember  an  uncle  who  used  to  visit  us  by 
the  name  of  Uncle  Charley  Zehner  who  lived  in  Philadelphia  and  married  a 
widow  by  the  name  of  Diamond.  Of  course,  I  am  interested  in  anything  that 
might  show  my  antecedents,  but  am  sure  that  all  the  Zehners  must  be  connected 
in  some  way  inasmuch  as  this  is  such  an  unusual  name.  Here,  at  the  Universal 
Pictures  Studios, — I  am  assistant  general  manager. — “Harry  H.  Zehner." 

*  *  *  * 

Zahner 

New  Albany  and  LaPorte,  Ind.,  and  Louisville,  Ky..  spell  their  name  with 

“A." 

“My  ancestors,  as  far  as  I  know,  Ludwig  Zahner  was  born  Aug.  20,  1780. 
When  quite  young  he  immigrated  with  his  parents  from  Switzerland  to  Ger¬ 
many  to  a  little  town  named  Liel  in  the  County  of  Muelheim  near  the  river 
Rhine  in  the  upper  part  of  Baden.  They  were  employed  in  the  iron  mines 
which  were  in  operation  at  that  time  in  that  district.  His  father  died  when  he, 
Ludwig,  was  16  years  old.  He  managed  to  care  for  the  family.  He  was  a  man 
of  great  mental  ability  and  was  very  industrious. 

“At  the  age  of  twenty  he  was  required  to  serve  his  Country  as  soldier.  He 
succeeded  in  being  exempted  from  enrollment  in  the  army.  He  worked  with 
perseverance,  took  care  of  his  mother  and  her  other  children. 

“Ludwig  was  a  very  popular  man.  He  was  elected  mayor  of  the  town.  He 
served  for  20  years.  After  that  time  he  served  20  years  as  revenue,  collector. 
He  was  a  good  advisor  and  a  devout  Christian.  He  married  a  girl  from  the 
Black  forest.  She  was  employed  by  the  Nobles,  who  lived  in  their  castle  in 
Liel.  Her  name  was  Anna  Spitz. 
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“He  had  six  children:  Anton,  Ludwig,  John  Richard  (who  disappeared), 
and  two  daughters,  Barbara  and  Magdalene. 

“Ludwig,  the  father  died  at  the  age  of  83  y.  2  m.  9  d.  His  wife  died  many 
years  before.  (1.)  Anton  Zahner,  married  Rosemary  Messi  July  13,  1831. 
They  had  four  children,  Rudolph,  Amelia,  Charles  and  Mary;  all  dead. 

“Charles  has  three  daughters  living  in  Louisville,  Ky.  John  learned  the 
brewery  trade.  He  was  assassinated  in  1848  while  in  bed  and  robbed  of  his 
money.  He  was  28  years  of  age  and  single. 

“Richard  came  to  U.  S.  A.,  single,  but  they  never  heard  from  him  anymore. 

“Barbara,  the  older  sister,  married  Francis  Boehler.  She  died  at  the  age  of 
84  y. 

“The  younger  sister,  Magdalene,  died  soon  after.  She  was  single. 

“Ludwig,  his  son,  was  born  June,  1809.  He  learned  the  miller  trade.  He 
also  was  a  cabinet  maker  and  mechanic.  He  traveled  a  great  deal.  On  June 
8,  1837  he  married  Joscpha  Lang,  the  daughter  of  Johanna  and  Luderika  Zim¬ 
merman  Lang. 

“To  them  was  born  Max,  May  13,  1838.  Ludwig’s  wife,  Josepha,  died 
May  4,  1839,  age  of  24  y. 

“Feb.  11,  1841,  Ludwig  married  the  second  time  to  Frederic  Maier,  who 
died  Feb.  27,  1842  after  giving  birth  to  a  son  Ludwig  Frederick  Feb.  15,  1842. 
This  is  my  father.  So  Ludwig  married  the  3rd  time,  June  30,  1842  to  Louisa 
Boehler,  daughter  of  Donat  Boehler  and  Elizabeth  Hagenback  Boehler,  three 
children,  Mary,  William  and  John,  John  died  leaving  no  children. 

“In  1844,  Ludwig  sold  his  home,  moved  to  a  town  called  Hausen  in  the 
county  of  Schaffheim,  thirty-one  miles  from  their  old  home,  where  he  rented 
a  grist  mill.  Max  the  son  of  the  first  wife,  received  his  education  in  the  German 
language. 

“After  Ludwig’s  unsuccessful  grist  mill  enterprise  of  three  years  he  moved 
back  with  his  family  to  his  old  home  town.  Max  helped  him  in  the  vineyards, 
yet  he  finished  his  common  school  education  and  made  his  first  communion, 
Apr.  4,  1852. 

“Due  to  bad  seasons  in  the  year  of  1846  and  the  rebellion  in  1848,  all  bus¬ 
iness  enterprises  in  Germany  were  discouraging.  Ludwig  decided  to  sell  the 
property  and  immigrate  to  America.  They  started  to  U.  S.  A.  Sept.  28,  1852. 
The  party  consisted  of  Ludwig,  Louisa,  his  wife,  four  children:  Max,  Ludwig 
Frederic,  Mary,  born  June  1,  1846,  and  William  Ignace,  born  Oct.  22,  1847. 
They  went  on  board  a  vessel  called  Globe  in  the  seaport  Havre,  De  Grace,  in 
France.  They  landed  in  New  Orleans  Nov.  20,  1852.  The  journey  required 
53  days  on  sea. 

“After  1 1  days  of  steamboat  riding  up  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  Rivers, 
they  landed  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  Dec.  1,  1.852. 

“Ludwig’s  brother,  Anton  Zahner  and  family,  1850,  had  immigrated  to 
U.  S.  A.,  two  years  before  settling  in  Louisville.  They  stopped  here  as  it  was 
winter  and  it  was  hard  to  find  employment.  Ludwig  finally  located  on  a  farm 
in  Indiana.  He  died  Sept.  10,  1854,  aged  45  years. 

“During  the  Civil  War  Ludwig  Frederic,  second  son,  served  as  home  guard. 
Max,  the  first  son,  who  had  married  in  1861,  was  called  to  war  but  owing  to 
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his  wife's  condition,  he  bought  a  substitute  for  $800.00.  When  he  went  home, 
his  substitute  reached  there  before  him  as  the  war  was  over.  Max  had  eleven 
children. 

"Max  Zahner  remained  in  Ind.,  on  the  knobs  of  St.  Joe  Hill  until  1885, 
when  he  moved  to  Kan.  His  brother,  William,  was  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  for 
many  years.  Max  was  82  years  of  age  when  he  died  in  1920. 

"Max  Zahner’s  oldest  daughter  Mrs.  Pauline  Zahner,  Hoehn,  Lenexa,  Kan. 
She  had  a  son  who  died  in  the  world  war  in  France  and  she  went  to  Germany 
with  the  war  mothers.  She  is  75  years  old,  1937.  She  did  correspond  with 
some  one  in  Germany. 

"Ludwig  Frederic,  born  1842.  He  married  a  New  Albany,  Ind.,  girl,  and 
lived  in  New  Albany  for  years  working  at  his  trade,  shoe  making.  He  came 
to  Louisville  in  1881,  had  charge  of  the  shoe  department  in  the  school  of  re¬ 
form.  In  1882  he  started  a  shoe  factory  with  another  man  in  the  office.  He 
later  took  charge  of  the  shoe  department  in  the  Frankfort  penitentiary.  When 
Vogel’s  started  their  factory  in  Louisville,  he  came  back  and  ran  their  plant  until 
he  retired  at  the  age  of  76  years. 

"My  father,  Ludwig  Frederic,  died  Feb.  1 6,  1 93 1 ,  89  y.  1  d. 

"I  know  of  no  one  who  changed  the  spelling  of  name  except  my  father. 
He  spelt  his  name  Louis.  Ludwig  Frederic  had  three  children;  two  now  liv¬ 
ing,  Mary  F.  Zahner  Boslcr  (Myself)  and  Joseph  M.  Zahner,  Citizens  Union 
National  Bank,  Louisville,  Ky. 

"Joseph  married  Rosalia  Teresa  Seng,  daughter  Herman  Henry  Seng;  three 
children:  Vincent  Louis  Zahner,  born  1907,  attended  St.  Xavier  high  school 
Louisville,  Ky.,  1927;  received  a  degree  in  Philosophy  at  Catholic  University 
of  America,  1931.  Taught  high  school  three  years  in  Rugby  School,  Spanish, 
Mathematics,  Philosophy.  June  1  1,  1937  went  to  University  Innsbruck  in 
Austria  to  study  the  German  Language,  and  promised  he  would  look  up  the 
Zchner  family  history  there. 

"Joseph,  Jr.,  20  years  of  age  June,  1937.  Graduated  Sulpicians  University. 
Went  to  Rome,  Europe  studying  for  priesthood. 

"William,  17  years  of  age,  student  at  Sulpician  School,  Baltimore. 

"Mary  Zahner,  Olliges,  my  father’s  sister,  has  five  children,  four  now  liv¬ 
ing.  Wm.  L  Zahner  had  eight  children: 

"Lulie  Z.  Cantrell,  Mountainburg,  Ark. 

"Frank  Z.  Cantrell,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

"Henry  Cantrell,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

"Edward  Cantrell,  LaPorte,  Ind.,  president  of  manufacture  Metal  Door  and 
Trim  Co.,  member  Elks,  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  St.  Peters  Catholic  church. 
Died  Sept.  23,  1936,  aged  54,  of  heart  trouble.  Buried  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  the 
widow  and  one  daughter,  Mrs.  G.  Hughes,  reside  at  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

"Alma  Mulligan,  Witchata  Falls,  Texas. 

"Margaret  Z.  Newcomer,  Kansas  City,.  Mo. 

"Mary  Z.,  deceased,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

"Karl  Zahner,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  died  Dec.  15,  1937. 

"So  I  can  account  for  seven  generations,  Ludwig,  the  mayor,  his  son  Lud¬ 
wig,  Jr.,  then  Ludwig  Frederic,  myself  (Mary  F.  Bosler)  ;  my  son  (Wm.  Bos- 
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ler)  his  daughter  (Mary  L.  B.  Crawford)  ;  her  son  (Donald  Crawford)  ;  now 
5  years  and  6  months,  1937,  and  a  daughter. 

“I  have  one  son,  five  grandchildren  and  one  great  grandson.  I  will  be  72 
years  old  May  12,  1937.  I  think  I  have  covered  all.  If  you  find  we  are  con¬ 
nected  I  can  let  you  borrow  Ludwig,  the  mayor’s  picture,  also  his  son  Ludwig, 
my  fathers  father’s  traveling  book,  with  the  seals. 

("Signed — Mrs.  Mary  Bosler,  Louisville,  Ky.’’) 

.  *  *  *  * 


One  Austrian,  Gen.  Wilhelm  Zehncr,  undersecretary  for  defense,  attended 
Dr.  Enbelbert  Dollfus  military  war  memorial  services  at  Vienna,  1934.  Doll- 
fus  had  been  assassinated.  Austrian  Chancellor  Kurt  Schuschnigg  succeeded  Dr. 
Dollfus  Mar.  1  1,  1938.  When  the  Nazis  at  Vienna,  drove  Schuschnigg  from 
office, 'General  William  Zehner,  war  secretary,  with  Wilhelm  Miklas,  president, 
were  also  deposed.  William  Zehner  was  commander-in-chief  of  the  Austrian 
army.  He  preferred  death  rather  than  to  swear  an  oath  of  Allegiance  to  Reichs- 
fulher  Adolph  Hitler.  Under  arrest,  and  given  his  choice  of  a  firing  squad,  he 
commited  suicide  in  his  home  in  Vienna,  Apr.  12,  1938,  aged  55  years.  He 
was  secretary  of  state  of  defense  in  Chancellor  Kurt  Schuschnigg’s  cabinet.  This 
is  a  press  report  of  the  incident: 

By  Sigrid  Schultz — to  the  Chicago  Tribune 

"BERLIN,  April  12 — Gen.  Wilhelm  Zehner,  former  commander-in-chief  of 
the  Austrian  army,  committed  suicide  today  in  his  home  in  Vienna.  Zehner, 
who  was  55  years  old,  was  secretary  of  state  or  defense  in  former  Chancellor 
Kurt  Schuschnigg’s  cabinet.  The  Nazis  held  him  mainly  responsible  for  the 
execution  of  thirteen  Nazis  implicated  in  the  assassination  of  Chancellor  Engel¬ 
bert  Dollfuss. 


"The  announcement  of  Zehner’s  suicide  said  the  general  was  a  ‘member  of 
the  court  martial  responsible  for  numerous  death  sentences  against  Nazis  follow¬ 
ing  the  events  of  July,  1934/  meaning  the  Dollfuss  murder  and  the  Nazi  putsch. 


‘It  is  not  known  whether  this  was  the  motive  for  the  suicide,’  the  state¬ 


ment  added. 


Refused  to  Bow  to  Hitler 


"After  the  Germans  took  over  Vienna,  Zehner  was  placed  under  a  German 
guard.  He  belonged  to  a  small  group  of  Austrian  officers  who  refused  to  swear 
an  oath  of  allegiance  to  Rcichsfueher  Adolph  Hitler. 

"Zehner  was  the  second  prominent  Austrian  officer  to  commit  suicide  after 
the  annexation  of  Austria  by  Germany.  The  first  was  Maj.  Emil  Fey,  former 
minister  of  public  safety,  who,  official  statements  said,  shot  himself,  his  wife, 
son,  and  a  servant." 

*  *  *  * 


Conclusion 

And  now  the  compiler  of  the  Zehner  Family  would  append  a  final  word  of 
appreciation  and  thanks  for  the  help  and  support  that  has  been  given  her  in  her 
efforts  to  compile  the  data  and  to  include  those  that  composed  the  biographical 
notes  of  their  family  notes  of  this  book. 

It  has  taken  much  time,  patience,  perseverence,  and  postage:  but  she  found 
great  pleasure  in  it,  which  is  in  itself  a  great  reward.  Her  regret  is,  that  she  was 
not  able  to  present  the  facts  in  a  more  eloquent  and  pleasing  style.  May  she 
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be  permitted  in  closing  to  state  that  she  has  endeavored  to  serve  her  friends  con¬ 
scientiously  and  with  the  hope  that  after  reading  of  the  home  life  with  its  toils 
and  cares,  the  church  life,  the  patriotism  that  should  inspire  our  friends  to  live 
the  lives  that  are  noblest  and  best.  Her  hope  is  most  earnest  in  this  that  from 
time  to  time,  someone  in  our  growing  family  may  arise  who  will  add  to  these 
chapters  such  ideals  and  data,  that  shall  keep  the  family  altars  burning  with  the 
flame  of  love  and  hope  and  courage;  of  ideals  and  sacrifice  for  truth  and  human¬ 
ity,  that  the  family  name  shall  never  perish  from  the  place  where  a  Kindly 
Providence  permitted  it  to  live  and  add  its  quota  to  the  life  of  the  community — 
a  humble  corner  in  the  Kingdom  of  our  God.  Though  never  having  seen  each 
other  here  'tis  hoped  we'll  meet  each  other  there  and  make  our  first  acquaintance 
in  the  realm  of  the  blest.  We  commend  you  to  be  right.  Then  go  forth  in  the 
spirit  of  our  ancestor's  Adam  Zehner — 1726,  favorite  Psalm  91st:  2,  “I 
will  say  of  the  Lord,  He  is  my  refuge  and  my  fortress,  my  God,  in  Him  will  I 
trust.”  — Ellen  Priscilla  (Zehner)  Carpenter. 

*  *  *  * 

GUARDIAN  ANGELS 
By  Ernest  Warburton  Shurtlcff 

'Tis  sweet  to  think,  when  morning  lights  the  skies 
And  to  the  daily  task  from  sleep  we  rise, 

That  with  the  tender  light  of  breaking  morn 
God's  love  to  us  on  angel  wings  is  borne; 

To  think  that  whereso'er  the  footstep  stays 
He  gives  His  angels  charge  o'er  all  our  ways. 

'Tis  sweet  to  think  at  noontide’s  golden  hour, 

When  heaven  seems  open  like  a  full-blown  flower, 

That  in  our  noonday  rest  God's  angels  come 
And  breathe  their  benedictions  on  our  home. 

What  peace  descends  upon  the  sun’s  bright  rays! 

He  gives  His  angels  charge  o’er  all  our  ways. 

'This  sweet  to  think,  when  soft  the  darkness  falls 
And  shine  the  stars  like  lamps  in  night's  fair  halls, 

That  when  we  lay  our  weary  heads  to  rest 
This  love  divine  is  still  our  heavenly  guest, 

And  faithful  eyes  upon  our  slumber  gaze — 

He  gives  His  angels  charge  o'er  all  our  ways. 

At  morning,  noon,  or  night,  in  joy  or  pain, 

In  strength  or  weakness,  earthly  loss  or  gain, 

When  tempest-tossed  or  lulled  to  heavenly  calm, 

Our  lives  are  fortified  by  God's  strong  arm. 

His  love  will  last  through  all  our  changeful  days 
And  guardian  angels  watch  o'er  all  our  ways. 

Then  let  us  live  before  those  patient  eyes 
Lives  pure  and  just,  what'er  the  sacrifice. 

In  kindness,  hope,  and  charity  abound — 

These  make  the  humblest  path  God’s  holy  ground — 

And  then  at  death  how  loud  shall  ring  our  praise! 

He  gives  His  angels  charge  o’er  all  our  ways. 
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Blue  Mountains  of  Pennsylvania 

(From  Skizzen  Aus  Dem  Lccha  Thai) 

PENNSYLVANIA, — heading  Blue  Mountain  valley  (Lecheweki  and  the 
valley  of  the  Lccha)  is  one  of  the  most  magnificient  bits  of  country  on  the 
earth.  The  name  means  big,  long,  without  an  end,  probably  so  believed 
by  the  Indians.  All  embracing  it  may  be  the  greatest  and  most  fertile  valley 
of  content  in  the  world.  It  contains  the  most  part  of  the  (Lecha)  Lehigh  val¬ 
ley,  Northampton,  and  parts  of  Carbon,  Monroe  and  Luzerne  counties, 
through  70  miles  traveled  by  railways,  through  industrial  cities  and  villages, 
is  proclaimed  the  Switzerland  of  America.  From  Blue  Mountain  coke,  coal, 
slate,  zinc  and  other  minerals  are  mined.  It  is  an  agricultural  valley  as  well  as 
industry.  Before  1728  there  was  no  trace  of  a  homestead  of  white  men  in  the 
whole  Lehigh  valley.  There  is  much  fruit  grown  in  Lehigh,  Berks,  Northamp¬ 
ton  and  Lebanon  counties.  Schuylkill  county  was  included  in  what  was  or¬ 
iginally  Chester  1682,  Lancaster  1729,  then  Berks  1752,  from  which  was 
mostly  taken  from  parts  of  Philadelphia  Co.,  on  the  east  of  Schuylkill  river  and 
of  Chester  and  Lancaster  on  the  west  side  of  the  same.  In  1772  a  portion  of 
its  extreme  northern  part  was  annexed  to  Northumberland  Co. 

In  Oley  valley,  Adam  Zehner  settled,  served  three  years,  and  married.  The 
Berks  Indians  wanted  to  sell  the  land  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  years.  They 
had  their  price  and  John,  Richard  and  Thomas  Penn,  paid  it  but  does  not  say 
how  much.  It  was  called  Huptling,  the  Schuylkill  Indians  sold  on  September  7, 
1732.  The  letter  of  sale  was  written  at  Saffoonan.  In  the  presence  of  the  King 
Chief  of  the  Delaware  Indians.  There  were  six  chiefs.  One,  Chief  Linga- 
honoa  was  not  present  when  the  land  was  sold  and  he  didn’t  give  his  permission 
until  ten  years  later  and  he  didn’t  get  any  of  the  money  until  quite  a  while 
after  that  as  all  the  deeds  and  papers  had  been  sent  to  Philadelphia,  Pa.  They 
didn’t  remove  the  Indians  but  their  trading  posts  were  made  into  farms  and 
changed  the  Indian  names.  The  Indians  noticed  how  the  white  people  lived 
like  and  did  some  things  like  they  just  to  please  the  whites  but  they  liked  their 
own  way  best.  Before  they  did  any  business  the  important  thing  must  pro¬ 
ceed  to  drink  brandy  wine  first,  then  the  business. 

The  land  they  sold.  The  lands  that  joins  Schuylkill  W3ter  in  the  province 
of  whatever  waters  around  it  east  or  west  and  all  the  lands  or  any  around  it  or 
near.  Whatever  ran  into  the  Schuylkill  River  which  lay  between  two  moun¬ 
tains  called  (Blue  Mountains)  between  Lecha  and  the  Kittalinny  Mountain,  30 
miles  from  Schuylkill  west  where  it  crossed  the  Lecha  mountains  and  all  lands 
that  lay  in  the  middle  of  this  circle  and  between  branches  of  the  Delaware  River 
that  was  east  of  that  land  and  branches  of  the  Susquahannah  River  on  the  west 
side. 

The  half  of  Berks  County  was  worth  as  much  as  they  gave  for  the  whole 
area.  The  Chiefs  retained  20  copper  boilers,  100  skirts,  two  yards  wide,  100 
kinds  of  skirts  made  of  hair,  100  blankets,  100  yards  halstick,  6  linen  shirts. 

Two  Hundred  Twelve 


. 


BLUE  MOUNTAINS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 

20  hats,  6  made  up  skirts,  1 2  pairs  of  shoes  with  shoestrings,  20  pair  of  stock¬ 
ings,  300  pound  of  ammunition  (powder),  600  lb.  metal,  20  flints,  12  flint 
locks,  30  tomahawks,  50  field  hoes,  120  knives,  60  scissors,  100  tobacco  hooks, 
24  mirrors,  40  tobacco  chests,  1000  fire  stones,  5  pounds  of  dye,  24  dozen  gar¬ 
ters,  6  dozen  leather  ribbons,  12  dozen  rings,  200  anklets,  1000  pounds  tobac¬ 
co,  400  pipes,  20  gallons  brandy  wine,  50  pounds  money  equal  $250. 

They  took  all  of  this  with  them  to  Philadelphia.  After  they  had  gone  they 
found  4  dozen  jew's-harps  and  a  drum  which  showed  they  were  musical  as  they 
used  all  of  the  above. 

The  first  settlements  in  what  is  now  Berks  Co.  From  1744-1764  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Berks  Co.,  suffered  much  from  incussions  of  meandering  bands  of 
the  savage  who  came  oftenest  from  the  direction  of  the  Blue  Mountains.  To 
protect  themselves  against  these  the  inhabitants  constructed  forts  along  the  Blue 
Mountains,  a  distance  of  15  to  20  miles  between,  so  the  rangers  could  easily 
reach  the  other  by  a  march  of  a  day.  Ft.  Franklin  1756  on  Lizard  Creek,  an 
affluent  of  the  Lehigh,  Ft.  Lebanon  1754  on  a  branch  of  the  Schuylkill  these 
were  north  from  the  Blue  Mountain  chain  in  what  is  now  Schuylkill  Co.  A 
stockade  called  Ft.  at  Snyders,  was  on  the  present  line  between  Berks  and  Schuyl¬ 
kill  Cos.  It  is  near  Zion  church.  West  from  Schuylkill  river  was  Sichtes  or 
Sixes  Ft.  south  of  the  Blue  Mts.,  in  the  western  part  of  Berks  Co.,  Ft.  Henry 
south  from  Mt.  Chain  on  an  effuent  of  Swatara  Creek  in  -Lebanon  Co.  Berks 
Co.,  1776,  numbered  about  4000  effective  men  when  the  Indians  were  finally 
driven  from  the  region.  The  desolation  track  of  the  war  did  not  reach  Berks 
Co.,  although  many  of  her  sons  were  engaged  in  the  struggle.  In  1811  Schuyl¬ 
kill  Co.,  was  cut  from  Northampton  Co.  Berks  Co.,  the  Oley  valley  Sept.  7, 
1732  was  purchased  from  the  Indians  by  John  Richard  and  Thomas  Penn. 
They  didn’t  remove  the  Indians  but  their  trading  posts  were  made  into  farms 
and  changed  the  Indian  names.  A  great  number  of  Catholic  of  Alsace,  Germany 
had  left  the  Catholic  church  there,  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Berks  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  established  a  church  of  Lutheran  Faith,  called  the  Switzer¬ 
land  of  America. 

Mauch  Chunk,  an  Indian  name,  means  in  German  Barenberg,  (Mountain 
of  the  Bears.)  It  is  without  doubt  the  most  scenic  city  of  the  U.  S.  The  lo¬ 
cation  is  in  the  midst  of  the  Pa.,  coal  region  in  a  narrow  ravine  of  rocks  along 
the  Lehigh  river  between  high  mountains. 

The  lots  from  the  finest  buildings  also  the  places  for  the  streets  and  railways 
on  both  sides  of  the  river  and  canal  were  dynamically  gained  like  they  do  in 
Chicago  along  the  Michigan  lake  with  the  Centrifiegal  Pumps.  The  mountain 
in  the  back  ground  is  the  Pisgah  and  the  escaping  smoke  outlet  of  the  head  looks 
like  a  vulcano,  though  it  is  the  smoke  from  powerful  steam  engines  pulling  rest¬ 
less  day  and  night  the  empty  coal  wagons  on  the  funicular  railway  660  feet  high 
in  order  to  let  it  run  down  in  trains  100  to  150  wagons  (giggag)  at  a  speed  of 
60  miles  to  the  minute,  etc. —  (Skizzen  Aus  Dem  Lecha  Thai.) 

♦  *  *  * 

Ex-Plymouth  Man  Joins  Liars’  Club 

Schuyler  Wiltfong,  a  man  well  known  in  Plymouth  and  South  Bend,  has 
gained  recognition  in  the  national  contest  of  the  Burlington’s  Liars  Club. 
Among  some  of  the  “Tall  Stories”  is  the  one  by  Wiltfong  which  is  a  description 


Two  Hundred  Thirteen 


THE  FIRST  ZEHNER-HOPPES  FAMILY  HISTORY 


of  a  heavy  fog,  supposed  to  have  happened  in  Plymouth.  Although  Mr.  Wilt- 
fong  did  not  win  the  prize  his  story  is  classed  as  “The  Gifted  Indiana  Liar.” 

“It  was  back  in  1899,“  he  says,  “when  I  was  a  young  man  of  20  years. 
John  Winrott  and  Charles  Morgan  had  the  contract  for  building  the  old  Zehner 
grist  mill  in  Plymouth,  Indiana,  on  the  banks  of  the  awful  foggy  old  Yellow 
river.  I  was  helping  to  shingle  the  mill  when  by  some  unlucky  move,  I  slipped 
off  the  high  roof,  a  distance  of  some  12  stories,  over  the  river  bank.  I  said  good¬ 
bye  boys  and  was  gone,  but  always  being  of  an  active  kind  I  saw  on  my  way' 
down  an  open  window.  I  made  a  jump  and  landed  inside.  When  I  got  up  to 
the  roof  again  the  boys  were  gone,  on  account  of  the  fog,  but  I  decided  to  work 
awhile.  It  seemed  to  take  me  a  long  time  to  shingle  across,  so  I  investigated  and 
found  that  I  had  laid  10  feet  of  shingles  on  the  fog.  When  I  found  that  out  I 
crawled  back  on  the  roof  and  called  it  a  day." 

*  *  *  * 

WHAT  COUNTS 
(Written  for  the  Lititz  Record) 

Each  man  must  stand  alone,  or  fall; 

Each  goes  alone  life's  way; 

Alone  responds  to  duty's  call; 

Alone  must  win  the  day. 

The  measure  of  one  s  faithfulness, 

The  glory  of  one's  name. 

His  own  good  deeds  alone  express, 

His  virtues  true  proclaim. 

What  others  kindly  help  us  do, 

What  aid  they  freely  give, 

Is  foreign  to  the  record  true, 

Which  shows  the  life  we  live. 

What  others  do  won't  make  you  great, 

What  they  risk  will  not  gain 
Tor  you  the  boon  you  calculate 
Will  pay  for  earthly  pain. 

What  you  do  only  counts  for  you, 

What  others  do  does  not; 

And  that  is  surely  justice  too. 

For  every  human  lot. 

What  each  one  does 'or  leaves  undone 
Is  what  the  record  makes 
By  which  his  crown  is  lost  or  won, 

When  judgment  morning  breaks. 

*  *  *  * 

“We  spend  our  years  as  a  tale  that  is  told." — Bible. 
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(A  part  which  was  discovered  in  a  church  record  and  Co.,  Pa.,  history  after  this  book  was  printed) 

ADAM  ZEHNER,  1726,  letters  of  administrators  to  Peter  and  John  Zehner,  July 
29,  1814,  West  Penn  Twp.,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.  At  Musl^  (Daul)  valley,  Adam 
settled  by  a  spring  that  is  now  enclosed  in  a  house.  On  another  farm  where 
Adam  had  lived  the  log  house  is  covered  with  weatherboards  and  does  not  look  bad 
for  its  age  (1939).  One  of  Adam’s  daughters  married  a  Zimmerman.  Adam’s  son 
David’s  daughter  Maria  was  baptized  Oct.  28,  1792,  at  New  Bethel  church,  Albany 
Twp.,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.;  sponsors,  Jacob  Kistler  and  Maria  Zehner,  single  (daughter 
Adam).  Catharine  and  Maria  were  confirmed  in  1818  at  St.  Paul’s  church,  Windsor 
Twp.,  Berks  Co.,  P.  The  tombstone,  Zion  church,  West  Penn.  Twp.,  Schuylkill  Co., 
states:  Maria  Elizabeth,  born  Feb.  12,  1791  wife  of  John  Hermann  (nee  Zehner,  aged 
29  years).  Henry,  died  aged  6  yrs.  Benjamin,  baptized  Apr.  17,  1815;  sponsors,  Fried 
Miller  and  wife  Elisa.  The  mother  brought  the  child.  David  and  Elizabeth  Zehner, 
sponsors  1808,  to  a  child  of  Jacob  Reicheldorfer. 

PHILIP  ZEHNER,  Gth  SON  OF  ADAM— 1726 

Page  91,  paragraph  2,  following  from  a  church  record  Pa.  and  Ohio.  Co.  history 
and  members  of  the  family  after  the  book  was  printed. 

From  the  record  of  New  Bethel  church,  Albany  Twp.,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.  Philip  and 
Magdalena  (Wertman?)  Zehner,  the  children  baptized  were: 

III.  (1)  David,  Sept.,  1792,  sponsors,  Simon  Wertman  and  Barbara. 

(2)  Maria,  Jan.  20,  1795,  sponsors,  John  Stebelton  and  Maria  Zehner,  single. 

(3)  Catharine,  Mar.  24,  1797,  sponsors,  Joseph  Kuhl  and  Catharine  Stebelton. 

(4)  Daniel,  May  29,  1802,  sponsors,  John  Wertman  and  Maria. 

(5)  Jacob,  June  22,  1804,  sponsors,  Jacob  Spengler  and  Barbara. 

(6)  Reuben,  June  25.  1807,  sponsors,  Jacob  Wertman  and  Magdalena. 

(7)  Jesse  Dec.  9,  1807,  sponsors,  Henry  Schmidt  and  Barbara. 

III.  (6)  According  to  a  history  of  Hardin  Co.,  Ohio  (copy),  Reuben  Zehner,  born 
Pa.,  Sept.  15,  1806,  died  Jan.  26,  1881.  He  married  Sophia  Klingerman,  born  Pa., 
Aug.  27,  1812,  died  June  23,  188-0.  Reuben  came  to  Ohio  in  1846  and  purchased  160 
acres  of  land  in  Washington  Twp.,  Hardin  Co.,  Ohio,  of  the  government,  built  a  log 
cabin  with  blankets  for  door  and  windows  and  lived  there  until  more  convenient 
quarters  could  be  prepared.  This  served  as  their  home  for  25  years.  With  help 
from  his  sons  they  later  built  a  better  house  which  (1939)  stands  on  the  place. 
Reuben  succeeded  in  clearing  2/3  of  his  land  before  death  claimed  him.  Reuben  by 
trade  was  a  shoemaker,  cabinet  maker,  and  singing  teacher,  a  man  of  delicate  con¬ 
stitution  but  of  sterling  characteristics.  These  qualities  have  been  instilled  in  his 
seven  children. 

IV.  (1)  William,  (2)  Michael,  (3)  Jesse,  (4)  Mary  Ann  Moses,  (5)  Caroline 
McMillen,  (6)  Cordilla,  died  aged  16  years,  (7)  Sophia  Wolcoks;  all  were  married, 
raised  families  and  are  deceased. 

IV.  (1)  William  K.  Zehner,  born  June  19.  1840,  Perry  Co.,  Pa.,  died  Sept.  15, 
1921,  Dunkirk,  Ohio.  Married  Dec.  27,  1365,  Lucretia  Dickson,  nine  children;  Lucre- 
tia  died  Mar.  6,  1886.  On  Dec.  29,  1889,  William  married  Christine  Ann  Garlinger, 
one  son,  William  J.  Christine  deceased. 

V.  (1)  Nora  Zehner,  married  A.  J.  Garman.  She  died.  He  then  married  her 
sister,  (2)  Florence,  (3)  Lydia  and  Amanda  deceased,  (5)  Carrie  Nosker,  Yellow 
Springs,  O.,  (6)  Sarah  Nolan,  Dola,  O.,  (7)  James,  deceased,  (8)  William  J. 

IV.  (2)  Michael  Zehner,  born  Apr.  12,  1843,  Perry  Co.,  Pa.,  died  Oct.  23,  1908, 
in  Ohio.  He  married  Lodema  Bosserman,  Dec.  25,  1868.  Four  sons  were  born;  one 
son  died  at  the  time  the  mother  died,  1875.  In  Mar.,  1877,  Michael  married  Ida  Elnora 
Sivey,  eight  daughters.  Ida  died  Nov.  15,  1925. 

V.  (1)  Reuben,  (2)  Jesse,  (3)  John,  (4)  infant  son.  Ida’s  children:  (5)  Emma, 
(6)  Clara,  (7)  Pearl,  (8)  Bertha,  (9)  Ida,  (10)  Pleasant,  (11)  died  aged  6  months, 
(12)  still  born. 

V.'  (1)  Reuben  Zehner,  married  Millie  Garman,  both  deceased;  two  children: 

VI.  (1)  Maria,  married  twice,  1st  Rex  Miller;  he  died. 

(2)  Lowell  Zehner,  married  Emma  Gherish,  three  children.  . 
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VII.  (1)  Larry,  1939  president  Ohio  F.  F.  A.  Association,  Dola,  O.,  (2)  Margery 
Marie,  (3)  Dottie  Jane. 

V.  (2)  Jesse  Zehner,  married  1st  Nellie  Shetterly,  she  died,  one  son,  Archie, 
Dunkirk,  O.;  2nd,  Ella  Morrison. 

V.  (3)  John  Zehner,  married  1st  Nellie  Bame,  she  died,  one  son,  Ralph;  2nd, 
Donna  Worst,  Dunkirk,  O. 

V.  (5)  Emma  Zehner,  married  J.  E.  Hess,  three  sons:  (1)  Everett,  (2)  Lowell, 

(3)  Frank,  married,  Collins,  O. 

V.  (6)  Clara  Zehner,  married  Clifton  C.  Taylor,  Dec.  24,  1907. 

VI.  (1)  Madaline,  born  Dec.  20,  1910,  was  a  school  and  music  teacher,  married 
Emerson  Steinman,  Ienera,  O.,  (2)  Maicella  Avanette  Taylor,  born  Feb.  22,  1920,  plays 
an  accordion. 

V.  (7)  Pearl  Zehner,  Canton,  O.,  married  Monferd  Russell,  deceased;  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  Laverna  May. 

V.  (8)  Bertha  Zehner,  married  Morris  Jones;  five  children:  (3)  deceased,  (4) 
Paul,  and  (5)  Gerald,  live  at  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.  Bertha  died  July  18,  1926. 

V.  (9)  Ida  E.  Zehner,  married  Stoyle  McKeen;  one  daughter,  Betty  Jane,  Canton, 
Ohio. 

V.  (10)  Pleasant  Zehner,  married  Grant  Willeke;  two  children:  (1)  Wayne,  (2) 
Jerrnita,  New  Castle,  Ind. 

IV.  (3)  Jesse  Zehner  son  Reuben — Philip — Adam  Zehner,  1726,  born  Schuylkill 
Co.,  Pa.  At  two  years  of  age  his  parents  moved  to  Ohio;  died  1917.  Jesse  married 
Catherine  Boseman,  born  1853,  died  1901.  They  had  four  sons: 

V.  (1)  Birt,  a  druggist,  Jackson  Center,  O.  Has  two  daughters. 

V.  (2)  H.  Ora,  Seattle,  Wash.  Three  sons  and  two  daughters. 

V.  (3)  B.  Frank,  Williamston,  O.  One  son  and  grandson  in  Florida.  Two  sons 
and  two  daughters  in  Pasadena,  Calif. 

V.  (4)  Benjamin  Franklin  Zehner,  son  of  Jesse  and  Catherine  Zehner,  born 
Feb.  12,  1879,  Hardin  Co.,  O.  Married  at  Kenton,  O.,  Feb.  23,  1901.  Mary  Lenora, 
daughter  Manasse  and  Elmira  Speigel,  born  May  20,  1876,  New  Stark,  O.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Brethren  church.  They  lived  in  Ohio  until  1912,  then  moved  to 
Cuba,  1922,  to  Florida,  1929,  to  Pasadena,  Calif.,  where  Mary  died  Sept.  8,  1939. 
Benjamin  lives  at  Williamston,  O.  Their  children  were: 

VI.  (1)  Carrie  Vere,  born  May  23,  1902,  New  Stark,  O.;  deceased. 

(2)  Kent  Mannasses  Zehner,  born  Jan.  1,  1904,  New  Stark,  O.  Married  May 
Burlieyh,  one  son,  Donald  Kenneth,  born  Apr.  19,  1927,  Tarpon  Springs, 
Fla. 

(3)  Kathryn  Ream  Zehner,  born  Aug.  26,  1905,  New  Stark,  O.,  resides  Pasa¬ 
dena,  Calif. 

(4)  Gerald  Franklin,  born  Oct.  26,  1907,  Ada,  O. 

(5)  Dorothy  Madaline,  born  Aug.  31,  1910,  Ada.  O. 

(6)  Donald  Burton  Zehner,  born  June  30,  1912,  Ada,  O.  Married  Katharine 
Hust. 

(7)  Clyde  Allyn,  born  July  15,  1914,  Omoja,  Cuba;  deceased. 

CORRECTIONS 

Index,  chapter  18,  second  line,  should  be  transposed  (underneatji)  to  chapter  19. 

Page  26,  paragraphs  6  and  7  should  be  transposed. 

Page  29,  paragraph  6.  After  Mildred  Wampler,  insert:  “VI.  (9).  Wampler,  born 
1909,”  married  Aipanda  Biggs. 

Page  47,  paragraph  3,  in  the  last  line,  should  say  in  parenthesis,  Mrs.  Benjamin 
Zehner  instead  of  Mrs.  Solomon  Zehner. 

Page  77,  next  to  the  last  paragraph,  should  read  “Mary  Louise  Zehner  married 
Earnest  Benton  Brown.”  The  son-in-law,  George  B.  Curtis,  instead  of  son,  Earnest 
Benton  Brown,  Jr.,  lives  in  Kalamazoo,  Mich.  One  child:  Sally  Brown  Curtiss. 

Page  81,  paragraph  4,  third  line,  the  name  should  be  Meckel  in  place  of  Jacob 
Mackel. 

Page  136,  paragraph  first  line  should  read,  “for  long,  but  after  all  what  means, 
etc.” 

Page  188,  paragraph  3,  last  line,  should  be  12  “troops”  in  place  of  “camps.” 

Page  209.  Wm.  I.  Zahner  had  eight  children:  (1)  Lulie  Z.  Cantrell;  the  others  not 
Cantrell,  but  Frank  Zahner,  Henry  Zahner  and  Edward  Zahner,  LaPorte,  Ind. 
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